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Biographical 
CHARLES A. LOCKE 


As a member of the bar of Allegheny County for more than five decades 
Charles A. Locke needs no introduction to Pittsburghers. During those many 
years he has devoted much of his time and talent to the furtherance of the 
region’s cultural and spiritual development and then climaxed these many 
activities by perpetuating them through the establishment of the Emma W. 
Locke Memorial Fund, in honor of his mother. With a keen interest in the 
preservation of the history of Pittsburgh and its environs, and a compreshensive 
knowledge thereof, he became the obvious and logical supervisory personage 
for this “Bicentennial History of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County.” 


Born in Philadelphia, where his parents lived briefly, Mr. Locke has spent 
his life in Pittsburgh since he was a small boy. His mother was Emma (Wiese) 
Locke, a daughter of Adam Wiese, an early day tanner of Pittsburgh. Adam 
Wiese was one of the organizers of The German National Bank and served 
as its president until his death. This bank is now the National Bank of America. 
Mr. Locke’s father was John Jacob Locke of Philadelphia, a stock broker, 
who died while his son was yet a small boy. 


Reverses in the family fortunes during Mr. Locke’s youth taught him the 
value of thrift. He grew up in the city of Allegheny, which is now Pittsburgh’s 
north side, attending the public grade and high schools. His early ambition 
was to become a clergyman or an educator, but with a widowed mother and 
other financial obligations he was diverted into the law as a profession, and 
entered the law school of the University of Pittsburgh where he worked his 
way by selling insurance. At the conclusion of the prescribed course of study 
there he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws. It is interesting to note 
here that he studied under the preceptorship of John Scott Ferguson and 
George Elphinstone, both of whom were prominent trial lawyers of their day. 


As Mr. Locke’s practice developed he became counsel for banks and other 
corporations, member of boards of directors, and finally specialized in drawing 
wills, setting up trusts, settlement of estates and other phases of Orphan’s 
Court practice. 


In 1946, Mr. Locke established at the University of Pittsburgh, in honor 
of his mother, the Emma W. Locke Memorial Award, to be given annually 
at the June commencement to a graduate of the undergraduate school on 
the basis of high scholarship, character and devotion to the ideals of the 
university. Mr. Locke received so much satisfaction and pleasure from the 
first awards in June 1946 that he established The Emma W. Locke Memorial 
Fund in August 1946 to which he transferred his fortune, made by him in 
the practice of law. 

On the account of the novelty of a person disposing of his life’s savings 
before his death, Mr. Locke received world wide publicity in newspapers 
and magazines. Gifts and thousands of letters came from unknown admirers 
and he was finally induced to accept speaking engagements propagating his 
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philosophy of life which have continued unabated to the present in Pennsy]l- 
vania, Ohio, West Virginia and New York. His purpose is to stimulate giving 
and to date he has secured endowments for different charities and is constantly 
getting more people interested in philanthropy. In December 1949 he was a 
guest on the “We The People” telecast from the International Theatre in 
New York City. 

As a young man Mr. Locke became interested in the work of the Y.M.C.A. 
and for almost forty years he has served on its Metropolitan Board. During 
World War I he was general chairman of all Y.M.C.A. war activities in the 
Pittsburgh area. The “Y” has recently honored him by erecting a chapel, 
known as the Charles A. Locke Chapel at Camp Kon-O-Kwee, its boy’s 
camp at Zelienople on Connequenessing Creek. He served on the draft board 
in World War I and also accepted an unsolicited commission as Judge Advo- 
cate with the rank of Major during that war. During Warld War II he was 
Federal Appeal Agent. He has served as a member of the Board of Governors 
of the Law Alumni Association, University of Pittsburgh, and is a member 
of the Allegheny County and American Bar Associations. He is a member 
of the Academy of Science and Art and the Historical Society of Western 
Pennsylvania. From 1905 until 1946 he was a member of the Duquesne Club, 
and he also held membership in the University Club and other social clubs, 
from all of which he resigned at the time of his gift on account of his reduced 
financial condition. He is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Irene 
Kaufmann Settlement. He is a communicant and former vestryman of the 
Church of the Ascension (Protestant Episcopal), and is a former trustee 
of the Church Club of the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh. His fraternal 
afhliations are with Phi Gamma Delta and the Masonic order, and politically 
he 1s independent. 

The study of history, religion and philosophy, together with extensive 
travel on this continent and abroad has made Mr. Locke an Apostle of the 
Brotherhood of Man. His deep interest in the lives of others, especially young 
boys, his radiant happiness, and his devotion to his ideals, are clearly recognized, 
and have brought his the respect and esteen of all who know him. 


LAWRENCE HENRY SARRICKS 


A prominent figure in the trade union world. Lawrence Henry Sarricks 
has spent a score of years in various offices of Local No. 188 of the Hotel, 
Restaurant and Bartenders’ International Union. Now president and business 
manager of the local, he is credited with many improvements made in the 
working conditions of the members of these crafts. He is a leader in health 
and welfare drives and is otherwise well known throughout Western 
Pennsylvania. 


Mr. Sarricks was born in Lawrenceville, Tioga County, on February 7, 
1896, the son of William Sarricks, a contractor in the building trades, and 
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Mary Sarricks. He was graduated from elementary school in Lawrenceville 
and then spent one year at the McClearry High School and two years at the 
Fifth Avenue High School. Until 1934, Mr. Sarricks worked as a plasterer. 
In that year he was appointed assistant business agent of Local No. 188 of 
the Hotel, Restaurant and Bartenders’ International Union. Subsequently, he 
was elected business manager and 1n 1945 was elevated to the presidency. Later, 
the union members vested in him the powers and titles of both president and 
business manager, and these he has held, by re-election, ever since. In 1954, 
he was re-elected for a four-year term. His headquarters are at 204 Sixth 
Street. Mr. Sarricks took military leave in the World War I period and served 
for two years and nine months in the United States Navy. He made twenty-one 
trips overseas and several times participated in battle action. 


Mr. Sarricks married Cleo Gretter in Pittsburgh in 1928. On the death of 
his brother George in 1949, they adopted the brother’s two children: George, 
Jr., born in 1941, and Patricia, born in 1942. The family worships in Trinity 
Lutheran Church. Mr. Sarricks has participated in many Community Chest 
and other fund campaigns. He is especially interested in raising money for 
hospitals and for the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. On his recom- 
mendation, his union recently donated an iron lung for polio sufferers at 
Children’s Hospital. Gardening is his hobby. His work on behalf of welfare 
causes and on behalf of a large number of men and women engaged in impor- 
tant crafts has made him a conspicuous figure in Allegheny County. 


MICHAEL LATE BENEDUM 


The reputation of Michael Late Benedum in the oil industry is international 
in scope for through one of his concerns, the Benedum Trees Oil Company, he 
has helped develop properties not only in the United States but also in Latin- 
America. He has given service to the nation in times of stress and has made an 
outstanding contribution to the cause of education. He is known as “The Great 


Wildcatter.” 


Mr. Benedum, born in Bridgeport, West Virginia, on July 16, 1869, is the 
son of Emanuel and Caroline Victoria (Southworth) Benedum. Educated in 
the public schools of his native state, he began his career at an early age. By 
1889 he had become assistant general manager of the land department of the 
South Penn Oil Company, a post he held until 1900. Then, in association with 
J. C. Trees, he formed the Benedum Oil Company, independent oil operators 
which developed new properties in the United States, Mexico and South Amer- 
ica. He has been president of that concern since 1900 and of the Benedum 
Trees Company since 1913. Also, he is a member of the board of directors of 
the Colonial Trust Company of Pittsburgh. 


On May 17, 1896, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Benedum married Sarah Nancy Lantz 
and they became the parents of one son, Claude Worthington Benedum, now 
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deceased. In the six decades that have passed since his marriage, Mr. Benedum 
has achieved great stature in the affairs of the nation. In 1933, he served on the 
NRA Planning and Coordinating Committee under the Oil Code and on the 
Business Advisory and Planning Council of the United States Department of 
Commerce. In 1940, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, under whom he 
had served in the two previous capacities, appointed him a member of the 
United States-University of Pennsylvania Bicentennial Commission. He has 
also served as a trustee of Grove City College and Bucknell University and as 
a director of the Western Pennsylvania Hospital. He is a member of the Amer- 
ican Petroleum Institute, the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, the Demo- 
cratic Party, the Masonic fraternity and the Methodist Church. His clubs are 
the Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Athletic, Duquesne and Longue Vue. His office is 
in the Benedum Trees Building and his home on Woodland Road. An indi- 
cation of the distinction achieved by Mr. Benedum in the economic and edu- 
cational world is the fact that three institutions of higher learning have con- 
ferred the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws (LL.D.) upon him—Bucknell 
University in 1940, West Virginia University in 1940 and Allegheny College 
in 1941. Numerous other forms of recognition have also been accorded him. 


HONORABLE MICHAEL A. MUSMANNO 


“To write of Justice Michael A. Musmanno for a current Pittsburgh audi- 
ence is like writing about the Point Bridge or Schenley Park or the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, for who in Allegheny County, in the last 25 years, has not heard of 
Attorney Musmanno, Representative Musmanno, Judge Musmanno, Navy 
Captain Musmanno and now Justice Musmanno?” So opens an account of this 
outstanding jurist, the Associate Justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, 
in the biographical sketch of the guest of honor at a huge banquet tendered 
to Justice Musmanno at the William Penn Hotel in February, 1952. The pro- 
gram went on to describe him as one who is “admired and respected not only 
in Pennsylvania but everywhere that men speak of justice, fair play and never- 
ending battles in behalf of the people.” The allusion was to his career as a 
whole and not to any one particular phase of it, for his career has been many- 
faceted and perhaps reached its greatest fame when as Judge in the Interna- 
tional War Crimes Tribunal at Nuremberg, Germany, he sat on perhaps the 
most celebrated trials of history. 


Justice Musmanno was born in Stowe Township, Allegheny County, near 
the banks of the Ohio River, on April 7, 1899. His parents were Antonio and 
Maddalena Musmanno, parents of four boys, and his is the story of a humble 
beginning that led, through his invincible spirit and great legal wisdom, to his 
present achievement. Even as a child the future jurist evinced high promise 
in scholastic endeavor. At the age of 13 he was graduated from the Stowe 
Township Public Schools with a gold medal signalling his attainment of the 
highest scholarship. But that seemed to mark the end of his education, for 
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poverty drove him to work as a loader’s helper in the coal mines at Moon Run. 
However, he soon began attending night school. From the coal mine he passed 
into a steelmill, where wages were higher. He adhered to his night studies until 
he was ready for college. As he continued his education, he worked at various 
occupations. Eventually came admission to the Bar. He has a most impressive 
group of degrees, the result of graduation from five universities: Bachelor of 
Arts, Master of Arts, Bachelor of Laws, Master of Laws, Master of Patent 
Laws, Doctor of Juristic Science and Doctor of Jurisprudence. 


As a young lawyer Justice Musmanno volunteered to defend Sacco and 
Vanzetti in the famed Massachusetts cause celebre because he believed these 
laborers innocent of the murder with which they were charged and later 
wrote the best-seller, “After Twelve Years,” which told the story of the case. 
He also wrote a novel on the Pennsylvania coal fields which attracted much 
attention—“Black Fury”—and which became the basis of a motion picture 
starring Paul Muni. Sull another book of his was about the Constitution. This 
was adopted by Congress as a national publication and was circulated in col- 
leges and libraries throughout the United States. His latest book, “Ten Days to 
Die,” the story of Hitler’s final ten days, has been published in ten different 
countries. He also wrote a novel, Listen to the River, and a history of the war 
in Italy in World War II, as well as a biography of General Mark W. Clark. 

In 1928, the still rising young attorney was elected to the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly, “where his work for social reforms, clean elections, eco- 
nomic aid to the distressed, his fight against the iniquitous coal and iron police 
and his vigorous championing of measures for the benefit of the working peo- 
ple of the State” (to quote Chief Judge Wallace S. Gourley, United States Dis- 
trict Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania) caused the conservative 
Philadelphia Inquirer to call him the “most picturesque” member of the State 
House of Representatives and to applaud his efforts in support of humanitarian 
legislation. 

After two terms in the Legislature, he was elected Judge of the Allegheny 
County Court and in 1933 Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. A veteran 
who served in World War I, he served again in World War II, rising to a 
Captaincy in the Navy. As a patriot he followed a family tradition, for one of 
his brothers rode with Teddy Roosevelt and the other Rough Riders in Cuba, 
another brother was killed at Chateau-Thierry and still another received an 
officer’s commission on the battlefield for extraordinary courage in action in 
World War I. In World War II Justice Musmanno was twice wounded in 
action and received, besides the Purple Heart, such other decorations as the 
Bronze Star, Army Commendation Ribbon, Marine Good Conduct Ribbon, 
Navy Expert Pistol Medal, Italian Silver Medal of War and Italian Air Force 
Combat Observer Badge. In addition to combat duty, he served as naval aide to 
General Mark Clark and as military governor of war-devastated areas of Italy. 
The Legion of Merit was one reward for his outstanding service in the last- 
named capacity. 
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At the termination of hostilities in 1945, Justice Musmanno was appointed 
by General Clark as president of the United States-Soviet Board of Forcible 
Repatriation, and as a result of his courageous discharge of these duties the 
General commended him as having “written another brilliant chapter in the 
history of American championing of the universal cause of humanity and pro- 
tection of the oppressed.” Then, to quote Judge Gourley again, came his 
“oreatest achievement. He was chosen by the President of the United States 
as Judge in the International War Crimes Tribunal at Nuremberg . . . where 
he helped write the international law of today insofar as it pertains to war 
aggression and war crimes and for this contribution to jurisprudence he re- 
ceived commendation from bench and bar on two continents.”’ As Interna- 
tional Judge, he adjudicated the guilt of 24 defendants accused of murdering 
one million persons. 

Justice Musmanno was still overseas and on combat duty when, in 1943, 
he was reelected Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. When he returned 
from his overseas military and judicial duty, he resumed his place on the 
bench. In 1950 he was the Democratic nominee for Lieutenant Governor of 
Pennsylvania, but it was a Republican year. In the early part of 1951 he an- 
nounced himself a candidate for the office of Justice of the Supreme Court. 
Says a newspaper statement, “The odds were overwhelmingly against him and 
perhaps there were not five political experts in the entire State that thought 
he could win. Musmanno campaigned like a whirlwind, crossing the State 40 
times, making from 10 to 15 speeches a day—and won!” Commenting on this, 
a speaker at the above mentioned Musmanno banquet declared: “And when 
Musmanno won, the people won.” He has since been contributing further to 
the history of jurisprudence at its highest level. And as the Philadelphia In- 
quirer said, “. . . down around Old Indian Mound at McKees Rocks, the 
career of M. A. Musmanno is today held up to the children of the struggling 
immigrants as a shining example of what courage and perseverance can do for 
them in America.” 


FREDERICK WILLIAM OKIE 


A civil engineer who has been in the railroad industry for three decades, 
Frederick William Okie is now President of the Bessemer and Lake Erie Rail- 
road and the Union Railroad and its subsidiaries, with headquarters in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. Through his long railroad experience he has been able to take a 
major role in the contemporary development of overland transportation and 
thereby of the Pittsburgh-Allegheny County region; which, because of its 
industrial character and nationwide distribution of its goods, is so dependent 
on railroads for its economic health. In World War II he was with the armed 
forces as a specialist in transportation, serving with such distinction as to re- 
ceive the decorations of three nations. 
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Mr. Okie was born in Dayton, Ohio, on June 7, 1907, the son of Frederick 
William and Pauline Barney (Platt) Okie of Marshall, Virginia. From 1921 
to 1925 he attended the Episcopal High School near Alexandria, Virginia, and 
following graduation from that institution matriculated for a technical educa- 
tion at famed Virginia Military Institute, Lexington, where in 1929 he was 
awarded the degree of Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. 


On September 6, 1933, Mr. Okie married Opal Parker Cain. They became 
the parents of two children—Pauline Parker Okie born Nov. 12, 1934, and 
Frederick W. Okie, Jr., born Oct. 31, 1951. 


His railroad career began in the engineering department of the Cincinnati, 
New Orleans and Texas Pacific Railroad, part of the Southern Railway Sys- 
tem, when he was still a student at VMI. He was with this road in the sum- 
mers of 1926, 1927 and 1929. From May 15, 1930, to September 1, 1933, he 
was assistant trainmaster for the C.N.O.&T.P., and from September 1, 1933, 
to February 1, 1936, trainmaster. He then became trainmaster for the Alabama 
Great Southern, also part of the Southern Railway System, and in this post 
served until February 1, 1938, when he became superintendent of the Mobile 
Division, Southern Railway System. On October 15, 1938, he was made su- 
perintendent of the Alabama Great Southern and New Orleans and North- 
eastern Railroad, serving until August 1, 1939. From the latter date to Feb- 
ruary 15, 1942, he was superintendent of the Birmingham Division, Southern 
Railway System and Northern Alabama Railway. 


He was temporarily detached from civilian railroading on February 15, 
1942, to join the nation’s all-out war effort. Commissioned a Lieutenant 
Colonel, he was given command of the 727th Railway Operating Battalion, 
with which he served in the European Theater of Operations. He rose to 
Colonel, with duty as Director of Transportation, General Headquarters, 
Military Railway System. Separated from the active service on November 9, 
1945, Mr. Okie resumed his railroad career on January 1, 1946, returning to 
his post as superintendent of the Birmingham Division, Southern Railway 
and Northern Alabama Railway. On March 1, 1946, he was promoted to 
general manager, Western Lines, Southern Railway System, with headquar- 
ters in Cincinnati, Ohio. On August 11, 1946 he came to Pittsburgh as presi- 
dent of the Union Railroad, and on July 11, 1949 was also elected president 
of the Bessemer and Lake Erie Railroad. He worships in the Episcopal Church 
and participates in civic projects. He holds memberships in the Duquesne Club, 
the Allegheny Country Club and the Rolling Rock Country Club. His great- 


est contribution, however, is through his work with railroad transportation. 


CHARLES JONES GRAHAM 


Active in the industrial world since 1896, Charles Jones Graham is today 
chairman of the Board of The Pittsburgh and West Virginia Railway Com- 
pany. He is noted for his interest in health and welfare programs and in public 
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safety work and for his leadership in trade, recreational and social organiza- 
tions. 


Mr. Graham was born in Pittsburgh on March 13, 1878, the son of Albert 
and Annabelle (Colling) Graham, and received his education at the Pitts- 
burgh Academy. He was eighteen years old when, in 1896, he began his 
career with John Charles and Company, Pittsburgh nut and bolt concern. In 
1900, he became a partner of the Graham Nut Company which took over 
John Charles and Company, and in 1904, with the incorporation of the newer 
concern, he became its vice-president. In 1922, the Graham Nut Company 
became the Graham Bolt and Nut Company, and Mr. Graham continued as 
vice-president. He remained as vice-president when the Pittsburgh Screw 
and Bolt Corporation absorbed the Graham Bolt and Nut Company in 1929. 


The effects of the depression, soon felt in the industrial world, created 
difficulties for a fellow concern, the Pressed Steel Car Company, and, when in 
1933 this business passed into the hands of receivers, Mr. Graham, who had 
developed a reputation for skillful management, was called into association 
with them. Within three years the Pressed Steel Car Company had emerged 
from its difficulties and been reorganized. Mr. Graham then became vice- 
president of that enterprise. Two years later, in 1938, he resigned to accept 
the office of president and a directorship of The Pittsburgh and West Virginia 
Railway Company. On November 3, 1953 he was elected chairman of the 
Board. He has since applied the same progressive management techniques to 
the development of this important freight transportation link. His office is at 
One Gateway Center. 


Mr. Graham married Josephine Harlin Gray on June 12, 1900, and they 
became the parents of four children—Mrs. Frances G. Rutledge, Albert Hook- 
er Graham, Thomas Harlin Graham and William Kennedy Graham, de- 
ceased. Mrs. Graham died on April 18, 1953. Mr. Graham resides on R. D. 
No. 2, Thorn Run Road, Coraopolis. 


In his days in the nut and bolt industry Mr. Graham was a strong influence 
among fellow manufacturers and from 1924 to 1931 served as president of the 
Bolt, Nut and Rivet Manufacturers Association. Today he is active in organ- 
izations identified with the field of transportation. These and other groups are 
the National Freight Traffic Association, the Traffic, Railway, Duquesne and 
Pittsburgh Field Clubs, all of Pittsburgh; New York Railroad, Cloud Club, 
New York City; Traffic Club of Detroit, Detroit, Michigan; Allegheny Coun-_ 
try Club, Sewickley; Montour Heights Country Club, Coraopolis; Chicago 
Club, Chicago, Illinois, and The Racquet Club of Philadelphia. He is also ac- 
tive in the Eastern Railroad Presidents’ Conference and of the Council of the 
Pennsylvania Society of New York, of which he is President. 


In January, 1946, Mr. Graham, meeting with Arthur Van Buskirk and 
Wallace Richards, suggested the re-development of a 23-acre section adjacent 
to the proposed Point Park. The result was the establishment by the executive 
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committee of a Study Committee on Point Redevelopment, functioning as a 
subcommittee of the Point Park Committee. Mr. Graham was made chairman. 
It was he who, in a meeting with Thomas I. Parkinson, president of the 
Equitable Life Assurance Society, enlisted the interest in the project of that 
organization and who, with Park H. Martin and Wallace Richards on behalf 
of the Study Committee, completed arrangements with Equitable. Today the 
project, of immeasurable benefit to the community, is irrevocably identified 
with Mr. Graham. He has been active in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County 
in numerous other ways, having served as vice-chairman and a director of the 
Pittsburgh Chapter, American National Red Cross; Life Trustee of Shadyside 
Hospital of Pittsburgh and as a director of the Western Pennsylvania Safety 
Council. Now past the three-quarter-century mark in his life he remains as 
vigorous and alert on behalf of economic and social developments as in his 
earlier years. 


CURTIS MILLER YOHE 


Though he prepared himself for a career as an attorney, Curtis Miller Yohe 
has devoted himself to railroading since he entered the business world nearly 
a half century ago. Today he is president of the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie and 
the Lake Erie and Eastern Railroads and of a group of other roads besides 
serving in directorates and official posts in still others. In addition, he is active 
in banking, in civic programs and in a variety of health and welfare services. 

Born at Connellsville, Fayette County, on September 22, 1887, Mr. Yohe 1s 
the son of James Buchanan and Mary Margaret (Sykes) Yohe. Their fore- 
bears were among the pioneer settlers of Washington County, having settled 
in that vicinity around 1786. Born on a farm near Monongahela City, in that 
county, James B. Yohe also made his career in railroading, rising to the vice- 
presidency of the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie Railroad. The mother, also a na- 
tive of Washington County, was the daughter of William and Hester (Lippin- 
cott) Sykes. 


Curtis Yohe received his early education at Shady Side Academy, Pitts- 
burgh, and then attended Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, where he 
was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1910 and where he was 
elected to Zeta Psi Fraternity. Upon leaving college, he became assistant pur- 
chasing agent for the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie. In June, 1922, he was pro- 
moted to purchasing agent. But in March, 1928, he left that post to accept 
appointment as assistant to the president of the New York Central System. 
In May, 1929, however, he returned to the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie as vice: 
president. At that time he also assumed the vice-presidency of the Lake Erie 
and Eastern. Since July 1, 1952, he has been president and a director of the 
two roads. 

The list of his other railroad afhliations is long. It embraces the Beech Creek: 
Beech Creek Extension; Montour, Pittsburgh and Clearfield; Pittsburgh, Mc- 
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Keesport and Youghiogheny; Shenango Valley and Stewart Railroads and 
the Youngstown and Southern Railway, of all of which he is also president 
and a director. Included, too, are the Mahoning State Line Railroad; Monon- 
gahela Railway and Pittsburgh, Chartiers and Youghiogheny Railway, in 
which he is vice-president and a director; and Mahoning Coal and Mahoning 
& Shenango Valley Railroads in which he is a director. The other institutions 
in which he is active are Dollar Savings Bank, in which he is a trustee; Mellon 
National Bank and Trust Company, in which he is a director and member of 
the trustee committee, and the Montour Land Company, of which he is presi- 
dent and a director. 


On December 15, 1914, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Yohe married Elsie May Close, 
daughter of Frederick J. and Anna (Dauler) Close. Mrs. Yohe is treasurer of 
the Western Pennsylvania Hospital Cot Club and also a member of the Twen- 
tieth Century Club of Pittsburgh, the Fox Chapel Golf Club and the Rolling 
Rock Club. She and Mr. Yohe are the parents of three daughters and a son— 
1. Barbara C., wife of Frank J. Williams, Jr. They have three children: Frank 
J. Williams, HI, James Curtis Williams and Barbara Ann Williams. 2. Mary 
Ann, the wife of D’Arcy P. Kennedy. 3. Elsie May, the wife of John P. Flip- 
pen, Jr. They have a daughter, Melinda Close Flippen. 4. Curtis Miller Yohe, 
III. The Yohes reside at 6665 Kinsman Road and worship in Shadyside Pres- 
byterian Church. They support the Republican Party. 

In his civic and other activities Mr. Yohe serves on the boards of directors 
of the Pittsburgh Civic Business Council, past member Pittsburgh Chamber of 
Commerce and the Travelers Aid Society. He is a director of the Pittsburgh 
Forging Company, the Flannery Manufacturing Company and the MacIntosh- 
Hemphill Company. He is a member of the Advisory Board of the Salvation 
Army of Pittsburgh and of the board of trustees of the Carnegie Hero Fund 
Commission. His social and other affiliations are with the University Club of 
New York, the Newcomen Society of England, the Masonic fraternity, the 
Duquesne Club of Pittsburgh, the Rolling Rock Club of Ligonier, Pittsburgh 
Athletic Association and the Fox Chapel Golf Club of Pittsburgh. Fishing and 
boating are his favorite sports while farming is his hobby. Throughout his 
long career in the transportation world Mr. Yohe has won recognition for his 
devotion to the ideals of public service. 


JOHN A. APPLETON 


John A. Appleton has a two-fold reputation in the transportation world— 
one made in his many years of civilian service with the Pennsylvania Railroad, 
the other made in World War II when he played a prominent role in un- 
tangling the transportation difficulties in war-torn countries. 

Mr. Appleton was born in New York City on December 24, 1891. He 1s 
the son of Robert and Juliet B. (Edmond) Appleton. He received his prepara- 
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tory education at St. Paul’s School, Concord, New Hampshire, from which 
he was graduated in 1909 and his final education at Yale University, New 
Haven, where he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1914. 


In September, 1915, Mr. Appleton began his railroad career. His initial post 
was that of yard clerk with the Pennsylvania Railroad. Exactly two years 
later, with American entry in World War I, he joined the Corps of Engineers, 
United States Army, and in the course of his service rose to Captain in the 
Transportation Corps. Honorably discharged in June, 1919, he returned to 
the Pennsylvania Railroad as Terminal Supervisor at Greenville, New Jersey. 
In 1920, he was promoted to assistant freight trainmaster, New York Division, 
in 1922, to trainmaster, Cumberland Valley Division; 1923, freight trainmaster, 
Philadelphia Terminal Division; 1924, superintendent, Monongahela Division; 
1926, superintendent, Erie and Ashtabula Division; 1927, superintendent, 
Columbus Division; 1928, superintendent, Pittsburgh Division; 1929, acting 
general superintendent, Lake Division, Cleveland; 1929, general superinten- 
dent, Northwestern Division, Chicago; 1931, general superintendent, Lake 
Division, Cleveland; 1933, general superintendent, Eastern Pennsylvania Di- 
vision, Harrisburg. 

From 1935 to 1942, Mr. Appleton served as general manager of the road’s 
New York Zone, with headquarters in the Pennsylvania Station, New York 
City. In August, 1942, he re-entered the military service. Commissioned a 
Colonel, Transportation Corps, United States Army Service Forces, he began 
his World War II duty as Chief of the Rail Division, Office of the Chief of 
Transportation, War Department, Washington, D. C. In November, 1943, he 
was sent to India as director of the Military Railway Service for that entire 
nation and in May, 1944, promoted to Brigadier General, he was made direc- 
tor general of the Military Railways at Supreme Headquarters, American Ex- 
peditionary Forces. In June, 1945, with the capitulation of the Nazi powers, 
he was assigned as director of the Transportation Division, Office of Military 
Government for Germany (United States). Relieved of active military status 
in February, 1946, Mr. Appleton returned to the Pennsylvania Railroad as 
assistant vice-president-operation, New York Zone, with headquarters in Phil- 
adelphia, and the same year was made vice-president in charge of the central 
region with offices in Pittsburgh. 

Back in the days when he was with the armed forces in World War I serv- 
ice, Mr. Appleton married Elsa Reath. This wedding took place on October 3, 
1917, in New York. Three daughters and a son have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Appleton—Patricia, Joan and Barbara, and John A. Appleton, Jr. The 
family resides in Philadelphia and worships in the Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Appleton, a Republican, has been active in civic affairs in all the com- 
munities in which he has lived and worked, including Pittsburgh and elsewhere 
in Allegheny County. He was chairman of the General Managers Association 
in the ‘year 1938-39, and is a member of the Yale Club of New York, the 
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Duquesne Club in Pittsburgh, the Allegheny Country Club and Rolling Rock 
Country Club, and Psi Upsilon Fraternity, to which he was elected when at 
Yale University. He has recently (1953) been made a member of the board of 
directors of the Peoples Bank of Pittsburgh. He is one of the makers of prog- 
ress in the modern railroad world. 


DANIEL J. SMITH 


A prominent figure among short line railroad executives, Daniel J. Smith 
is also well known in the civic life of Pittsburgh. He is president and a director 
of the Lake Terminal, McKeesport Connecting, Northampton and Bath and 
Hannibal Connecting Railroads and of the Newburgh and South Shore Rail- 
way and Donora Southern Railroad. His reputation extends into the compli- 
cated field of national defense transportation. 

Mr. Smith, born in Pittsburgh on August 6, 1900, is the son of Andrew G. 
and Mary C. (Dornburg) Smith. After attending the grade and high schools 
of Pittsburgh, he completed his education through study with the LaSalle 
Extension University, majoring in traffic management and business admin- 
istration. His railroad career began, however, when he was about fifteen years 
old, in 1915. His first work in that field was with the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad. He remained in it at the time only a year or so, for in 1916 he en- 
tered the employ of the Universal Atlas Cement Company, where some of his 
duties pertained to transportation. In 1929 he resigned from that company to 
accept an executive post in the trafic and transportation program of the 
United States Steel Corporation. On October 1, 1945, he assumed the presi- 
dency of four railroads, the McKeesport Connecting Railroad Company, Lake 
Terminal, Northampton & Bath, and the Hannibal Connecting, and on April 
1, 1950, the presidency of the Newburgh and South Shore and the Donora 
Southern. His office is Suite 1517 Frick Building. 

He married Alma K. Weising on June 30, 1920, and they have one son, 
Daniel J. Smith, Jr. Their home is at 3234 Arapahoe Road, Brookside Farms, 
and they worship in the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Smith serves on the board of directors of the Eastern Region, American 
Short Line Railroad Association, is a founder member of the American So- 
ciety of Traffic and Transportation, and is also active in the New York Rail- 
road Club, the Traffic Clubs of Pittsburgh, New York and Cleveland, the 
Railway Club of Pittsburgh, the Traffic and Transportation Association of 
Pittsburgh, the National Defense Transportation Association, the LaSalle Ex- 
tension University Trafic Advisory Council and the National Geographic So- 
ciety. His other clubs are the Duquesne of Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Ath- 
letic. In politics he is a Republican. He has a recognized position among the 
East’s transportation specialists. 
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JULIETTE (MRS. ALEXANDER L.) SUTO 


Daughter of a celebrated father, Mrs. Juliette Suto has a reputation in her 
own right and 1s a leader in civic and social affairs. In addition, she is prominent 
in the Roman Catholic Church, She is vice-president of the Denise Coal Com- 
pany and was formerly president of the Juliette Coal Company. 


Born Juliette Margiotti in Pittsburgh, Mrs. Suto is one of the two children 
of the Honorable Charles Joseph Margiotti and Denise (Wery) Margiotti. 
Her brother is Charles Joseph Margiotti, Jr., a student at the University of 
Pittsburgh. Her father, nationally prominent as an attorney, public official, 
political leader and business man, is the subject of a separate biography in this 
history. Her mother is the daughter of the late Punxsutawney glass manufac- 
turer, Jules Wery. Mrs. Suto was educated in the elementary and high schools 
of Punxsutawney and at Georgian Court College, Lakewood, New Jersey. 


On October 14, 1949, she was married to Alexander L. Suto of Pittsburgh in 
Rome, Italy. The nuptial high mass was celebrated at the Vatican by the Most 
Reverend John H. Boccella. Mr. Suto, a certified public accountant with of- 
fices in the Grant Building, has a large practice in the city and county and 1s 
prominent among fellow accountants and civic and industrial leaders. Mr. and 
Mrs. Suto reside in Cathedral Mansions. 


Mrs. Suto’s activity in the coal industry stems out of one of her father’s 
“side” interests. He was a coal operator for many years and he and members 
of his family now own several large coal companies in Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia and Ohio. The active operation of most of these companies is in the 
hands of Mrs. Suto, and she 1s vice-president of one of them. The one bearing 
her name also bears the name of her maternal grandmother, Juliette Wery. Both 
the Juliette and Denise Coal Companies are large producers, employing many 
persons. Running coal mines is far from Mrs. Suto’s only interest. She is an 
ardent homemaker, a writer, a collector of miniatures of horses and an influen- 
tial worker in civic fields—a popular citizen of Western Pennsylvania. 


CHARLES DOUGLAS PALMER 


If aspiring young men asked the advice of Charles Douglas Palmer on how 
to succeed in the railroad industry, he probably would suggest that they begin 
as civil engineers. This, at least, is how Mr. Palmer began, not to mention the 
many others who have risen to high rank in the transportation world. A rail- 
road civil engineer continuously since 1922, except for a brief essay in the 
public utility business, Mr. Palmer is now president of the Pittsburgh Rail- 
ways Company. He has a widespread reputation in both transportation and 
safety work. 

He was born in Erie on March 27, 1900, the son of Franklin A. and Anna 
M. (Bates) Palmer, both of whom were natives of New York State. His father, 
a machinist, was born at Palmyra. The mother was the daughter of Lewis E. 
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and Martha (Finch) Bates. The railroad executive completed his education 
at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, in 1922, with the degree of Civil 
Engineer. In 1918 his education was interrupted for service with the United 
States Army. 

When he left college in 1922, he became a member of the engineering de- 
partment of the Pennsylvania Railroad, Philadelphia. The following year he 
joined the staff of the Alabama Power Company, Birmingham, as a draftsman. 
In 1924, he returned to railroading as an engineer for the Pittsburgh Railways 
Company. In the next ten years he worked with the company 1n various eng!- 
neering capacities, rising constantly in responsibility. In 1934 he was made 
commercial manager and on January 1, 1951, president and a member of the 
board of directors. His office is at 121 Seventh Street. 

Mr. Palmer married Dorothy Snelbaugh, daughter of Henry and Stella 
Snelbaugh, in Pittsburgh on January 10, 1929. They have a daughter, Gloria 
D. Palmer, and reside at 130 Mayfair Drive. 

Mr. Palmer serves on the boards of directors of the American Transit Asso- 
ciation and the Western Pennsylvania Safety Association. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Engineers Society of Western Pennsylvania and of Keystone Lodge, 
No. 455, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; and the Duquesne, University 
and South Hills Country Clubs. His political afhliation is with the Republican 
Party. The dependence of Pittsburgh and adjacent communities on Mr. 
Palmer’s facilities, and hence Mr. Palmer himself, for growth cannot be over- 
estimated. He has been meeting the challenge in distinguished fashion. 


THEODORE HUETTNER 


A plan that satisfies all claims for relief in every case of need and emergency, 
misfortune and death, The Greater Beneficial Union of Pittsburgh has been 
serving thousands of Americans, predominantly of German descent, for more 
than six decades. Among the leaders who have developed this tremendous 
organization is Theodore Huettner, Supreme President, now in the eighth 
decade of his life. Mr. Huettner is a well known figure in the field of mutual 
insurance plans and is undoubtedly one of the most popular men among the 
great German-American population of the East and Middle West. 

He was born in Germany on March 18, 1881, the son of Wilhelm and 
Augusta (Richter) Huettner, both also natives of that country. His father 
was a cigar manufacturer. Mr. Huettner grew up, was educated and obtained 
much early business experience in his native land. He attended grade school in 
Saxony, the European equivalent of high school in Meissen and finally a busi- 
ness college in Saxony’s capital, Dresden. After working at various jobs, he 
decided to emigrate to the United States. This he did in 1906, when he was 
twenty-five years old. 

There was no relative and no friend on whom Mr. Huettner could depend 
for anything when he arrived in this country. He did not have even one ac- 
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quaintance. He had, however, saved a little money in Germany not only for 
the trip but for his first few months here. For several years he traveled in 
various parts of the United States, working at any job that would provide a 
living. He did not mind whether the job was that of laborer or something else, 
such as bookkeeper. Then he came to his present affiliation. 

Not too long before he had come to America, the organization then called 
the German Beneficial Union had been established in Pittsburgh for natives of 
Mr. Huettner’s country or their American descendants. This was in 1892. The 
original membership was small, but by May 1, 1916, the organization had be- 
gun to make considerable progress. It was on that date that Mr. Huettner 
joined it as a field man. By helping build the Union, he proved himself of 
inestimable value to his superiors in the organization and he began to rise, 
step by step, among them. At one time he was Supreme Organizer, then Su- 
preme Vice-President and field manager and, finally, in 1950, he was elected 
Supreme President. 


In 1940, the name of the German Beneficial Union was changed to The 
Greater Beneficial Union of Pittsburgh. From small beginnings the organiza- 
tion has grown to vast proportions. The assets have moved far beyond the 
$14,000,000 mark and the membership is nearly 50,000, of whom approxi- 
mately 42,000 are in the adult classes, 8,000 in the juvenile. The organization 
also has an official paper, the Union Reporter, published monthly at Mount 
Morris, Illinois, and circulated among the members, who are scattered through 
most of the Eastern and Middle Western States. Associated with Mr. Huettner 
in the Supreme Management are Karl Meisenburg, William T. Funk, Harry 
Preiss, William H. Sieger and Dr. N. J. Resmer, Supreme Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Secretary and Medical Examiner, respectively. 
The Union’s headquarters are at 1505 Carson Street, East. 

Mr. Huettner has been married twice. His first wife died many years ago. 
In 1927, he remarried, the bride being Bertha Haberstroh, a native of Detroit, 
Michigan. By his first marriage Mr. Huettner has a son and daughter—Theo- 
dore Huettner, Jr., who is married and the father of Theodore Huettner, III. 
and William Huettner; and Gertrude, the wife of John Roth and mother of 
Lillian, now Mrs. Thomas Schneider. The senior Mr. and Mrs. Huettner re- 
side on Pittsburgh’s R.F.D. No. 2. Mr. Huettner is a member of the Masonic 
Blue Lodge. His recreations are few and light these days, for he is conserving 
his energies for his work with the Union. In his younger days, he liked to fish 
and hunt and occasionally play golf. He is an honored citizen, with an out- 
standing position in his field of service. 


ALBERT C. HELD 


From “flyboy” in a newspaper pressroom to the presidency of the largest 
printing concern in Western Pennsylvania—Herbick and Held Printing Com- 
pany, 1117 Wolfendale Street, North Side—is, in brief, the story of the fab- 
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ulous business career of Albert C. Held. Because of his exceptional administra- 
tive and organizational skills, he might have been an important figure in the 
steel industry instead of the printing, but a baseball, by blackening his eye, 
caused a steel company personnel director to hesitate about hiring him, with 
the result that Mr. Held “wandered” into his present field. In the half century 
he has been a printing man and the quarter century he has headed his com- 
pany he has become a national figure in the industry and a leading citizen of 


Pittsburgh. 


It was in 1902, when Mr. Held was fifteen, that he became a “flyboy”’ for 
the Pittsburgh Dispatch, then one of the city’s large dailies. His father, Au- 
gust Held, was foreman of the pressroom at the Pittsburgh Observer, a weekly, 
but it was friends rather than the father who persuaded the boy to follow the 
elder Mr. Held’s trade. As “flyboy” he made $6 a week. He had to lift bundles 
of newspapers as they rolled from the presses and carry them to the point 
where they were loaded for delivery. He worked seven nights a week, with 
one night off every two weeks. 


He had been at the Dispatch for nine months when his father and Nicholas 
Herbick, assistant pressroom foreman of the weekly, pooled resources, bor- 
rowed as much cash as they could and formed a printing firm of their own. 
Named the Herbick and Held Printing Company, it opened its doors at 210 
Third Avenue on April 1, 1903. Bert Held, as the son is known, then 16, trans- 
ferred to the new company as errand boy and paper cutter. The fledgling firm 
grew rapidly, young Held with it. He enrolled at Pittsburgh Academy, worked 
nights to pay for his tuition and attended classes in the daytime. In 1905, after 
two years, he was graduated. That same year the firm moved to larger quar- 
ters, at 518-526 First Avenue. 


Also that year, while ice skating on Chartiers Creek, Carnegie, Bert Held 
met Ella Herriott, then a student at Carnegie High School. She is also a grad- 
uate of the old Washington Seminary at “Little Washington.” She and Bert 
found much in common, including the fact that both are descended from plo- 
neer families of the Pittsburgh area. Bert’s father immigrated to the United 
States from his native Germany in 1878 and his mother, the former Louise 
Haines, was the daughter of one of Pittsburgh’s first cabinet makers. Bert, born 
February 25, 1887, is the oldest of their five children. Ella Herriott was born 
on her father’s farm near Bridgeville on July 12, 1887, fifth of the seven chil- 
dren of James and Euphemia (Coulter) Herriott. Mrs. Held’s maternal grand- 
father was Goodman Young Coulter, operator of the first water-powered flour 
mill west of the Alleghenies and one of Allegheny County’s first County Treas- 
urers. Her father was the youngest of four boys, one of whom, John, became 
Governor of Iowa. On June 12, 1911, the Helds were married in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Carnegie, by the pastor, Reverend James H. Duff, father 
of the United States Senator. Three children were born to them—Mary Louise, 
now Mrs. Chester L. Harris of Ingram, on May 13, 1915; Albert C. Held, Jr., 
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on June 20, 1920 (died in infancy); and Jane, now Mrs. James McAdam, of 
Oceanside, Long Island, New York, on May 19, 1922. There are six grand- 
children. 

In 1913, with incorporation of the Herbick and Held Printing Company, 
Bert Held became a part owner. A year later, the firm moved into still larger 
quarters, in the Point Building. In 1919, Nick Herbick bought the Penn Bak- 
ing Company. The Helds, father and son, purchased his printing stock, but 
soon sold some of it to Joseph J. Vigneau. In 1920, Herbick and Held moved 
to its present location on the North side, where it expanded even faster than 
before. Its full story appears on other pages. 


Soon after the firm’s 25th anniversary, August Held, then 69, retired and 
on August 17, 1928, he was succeeded as president by his son Albert, who, 
incidentally, is the only remaining employee whose service with the company 
began on the day it opened its doors. His prominence in the industry was rec- 
ognized in 1933 when he was named to a nationwide committee to draft the 
NRA code for the industry. He served two years. Many years before he had 
received his first taste of office—as secretary of a racing association at Crafton, 
where a track was built and where the Helds made entries in harness racing 
events. At about the same time, 1912, he joined the Masonic order at Crafton. 
He has progressed in the order to membership in Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of the Pittsburgh 
Athletic Association and Chartiers Heights Country, Rotary and Duquesne 
Clubs. Mrs. Held is likewise active in a variety of clubs and auxiliaries. In 1942, 
after 51 years of residence in Crafton, Mr. Held and his family moved to a 
72-acre farm near Oakdale, where as a sideline he raises purebred Hereford 
cattle. Meantime, he continues making an outstanding contribution to the 
county’s growth. Mr. Held died March 6, 1955. 


HERBICK AND HELD PRINTING COMPANY 


At 1117 Wolfendale Street, North Side, stands the plant and throbs the 
heart of Western Pennsylvania’s largest printing firm—Herbick and Held 
Printing Company, headed for the last quarter century by the only remain- 
ing employee whose service began the day the firm began business. That man 
is Albert C. Held. 

Mr. Held likes to say that the business was started on a “shoestring” but 
not only was he on the scene at the time but also his father, August Held, and 
a partner, Nicholas Herbick, both experienced printers and pressmen. They 
pooled resources, borrowed as much additional cash as they could and with 
less than $6,000 capital launched the enterprise. In addition to the “shoestring,” 
there were brains, energy and a thorough knowledge of the printing industry 
and growth was rapid. 

In the intervening half century, the company has swallowed six competitors; 
its annual volume has increased from $35,000 to more than $3,000,000; its 
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plant, originally a one-story “hole in the wall,” now is a massive, three-story 
building covering much of a city block; and its employees, only 10 at first, 
now number 250. Its versatility has kept pace with its growth and for several 
months in World War II it actually published part of the Sun-Telegraph, one 
of Pittsburgh’s three large dailies, along with its regular work. 

Both Nicholas Herbick and August Held, the founding partners, were born 
in Germany. Both came to Pennsylvania at early ages. August Held began as 
apprentice at $3 a week in a small Pittsburgh printshop. Four years later he 
became a pressman at the plant of Murdoch and Kerr, then the largest print- 
ing company in Western Pennsylvania. While working there, he met and mar- 
ried Louise Haines, daughter of a pioneer Pittsburgh cabinet maker. His son, 
Albert, the present president, was the first of their five children. August Held 
stayed with Murdoch and Kerr for thirteen years, then transferred, in suc- 
cession, to the Pittsburgh Printing Company, James MacMillan Company and, 
finally, the Pittsburgh Observer, a weekly, where he became pressroom fore- 
man. 

Meantime Nicholas Herbick, ten years the junior of August Held, arriving 
in Pittsburgh, made his home with an aunt and uncle, the parents of Theodore 
H. Doehla, later a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature. He also became a 
pressman and they worked together. After months of talking and planning, 
they took the plunge and on April 1, 1903, they opened for business as Herbick 
and Held Printing Company at 210 Third Avenue. Their meager equipment 
consisted of three cylinder presses, a folder, cutter and stitcher. The then em- 
ployees included Albert Held, then 16. Within two years the firm moved to 
larger quarters, at 518-526 First Avenue, where two floors were taken, and in 
1913 the company became a corporation. The following year it moved into 
the Point Building. 

In 1918, Mr. Herbick sold his stock to August and Albert Held and went 
into what is known today as the Penn Baking Company. He died on Novem- 
ber 29, 1938. The two Helds, in 1918, disposed of some of their stock to Joseph 
J. Vigneau, who had shortly before sold his own firm, Keystone Consolidated 
Publishing Company, to McGraw-Hill Publishing Company of New York. 
In 1920, the firm moved to the North Side—the first floor of a two-story ware- 
house at 1118 Brown Street. In succeeding years, it took over additional space, 
constructed a two-story annex on an adjoining lot and in 1931 added a third 
floor to the annex. Thus the present plant came into being. The current Wolf- 
endale Street address is that of the annex. 


Immediately upon moving to the North Side, the firm began its most in- 
tensive expansion. It bought out six rivals, including Murdoch and Kerr and 
James MacMillan Company, for which August Held had worked, and also 
Lewis Printing Company, Franklin Press, McGregor-Cutler and Seneca Offset 
Corporation. The acquisitions added equipment which took the firm into new 
phases of the printing field as well as providing it with additional customers. 
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The first of the firms, Lewis, was purchased in 1922. In that year one of its 
present top officials, Miss Ellen Coulson, joined Herbick and Held. She began 
as a stenographer and clerk, one of two office employees. Today she is secre- 
tary of the company, office manager and directs the purchasing and estimating 
as well as handling many of the firm’s sales. 

From 1920 to 1930 the firm took over the printing of publications of the 
United Presbyterians and Methodists, Jewish Criterion, Pittsburgh Catholic, 
two Negro newspapers (The Courier and The American) and the Keystone- 
American, official Ku Klux Klan organ. On August 17, 1928, soon after the 
firm celebrated its 25th anniversary, August Held, then 69, retired. He was 
succeeded in the presidency by his son, Albert, who through the years had 
risen from “‘flyboy” to one capacity after another. August Held died in 1943, 
aged 83. 

In the years after Albert Held took over as chief, the firm survived depres- 
sion, the Equitable Gas Company explosion and the St. Patrick’s Day flood of 
1936. Several changes in management took place, too, in this period. Dr. E. M. 
Milligan, business manager of the United Presbyterian Board of Publications, 
and the board itself actually invested in Herbick and Held stock and Dr. Milli- 
gan became a director and for one year was secretary-treasurer. He was suc- 
eeenenii in that office briefly by Emil G. J. Gratz and in 1936 Mr. Vigneau, the 
vice-president, sold his interest to Thomas P. Butler, who became vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer. Under the direction of Albert Held and Mr. Butler the 
company has expanded more in recent years than in the earlier years of its his- 
tory. Since 1948 alone, nearly $1,000,000 has been spent to equip the plant 
with the most modern printing machinery. Today it 1s-one of the.two largest 
printing firms between New York and Chicago. In addition to Mr. Held, Mr. 
Butler and Miss Coulson, the present officers are: Leo N. Carmaine, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of production; Arthur H. Gratz, treasurer. The officers and 
Emil Gratz, father of the treasurer, constitute the directorate. The service the 
firm has rendered Western Pennsylvania and the nation is immeasurable. 


PETER F. LOFTUS, Litt.D., Eng. D. 


One of the truly big names among engineering consultants in the United 
States and Canada is that of Peter F. Loftus, founder and head of the Peter F. 
Loftus Corporation, with headquarters in Pittsburgh’s First National Bank 
Building. Under Mr. Loftus’ guidance, industrial and municipal developments 
in many parts of both nations have been greatly accelerated and many prob- 
lems relating to power, mining, manufacturing and construction have been 
solved. 


Mr. Loftus was born in Watertown, New York, on February 6, 1893, the 
son of Peter J. and Martha (Foley) Loftus. He completed his education at 
Ottawa University, which he attended from 1907 to 1911. He is one of that 
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university’s most distinguished alumni and has twice been honored by its re- 
gents and faculty. In 1939, Ottawa bestowed upon him the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Letters and in 1950 that of Doctor of Engineering. 

In 1914, when he had barely begun his career, Mr. Loftus married Mary 
W. Hemenway at DeKalb Junction, New York. They make their home at 
54 Roycroft Avenue, Mount Lebanon, where both are active socially. 

Mr. Loftus’ early career has, in a sense, been like his more successful later 
years—he dipped into a variety of fields for experience. From 1911 to 1912, 
he was with the New York Central Railroad Company, ina technical capacity, 
and from 1912 to 1915 he served as assistant to the chief electrician and from 
1915 to 1916 as chief electrician for the E. E. De Grasse Paper Company, 
Pyrites, New York. From 1916 to 1920 he held the same position with a group 
of companies, including the E. E. De Grasse Paper Company, High Falls Pulp 
and Paper Company, Chateaugay, New York, Ogdensburg Pulp Wood Com- 
pany, Ogdensburg, New York, Mill Coal Company, Timblin, Pennsylvania, 
and Gilbert Coal Company, Timblin, Pennsylvania. For the next three years, 
he added to the aforementioned concerns the Ogdensburg Paper Mills Com- 
pany, also at Ogdensburg, and served all as chief electrician. 


In 1923, he went into consulting engineering on his own, opening an office 
at Timblin, where he began by representing eleven coal mining companies. 
The following year, he moved his office to Brookville, Pennsylvania, and 
broadened the scope of his activities to include industrial, private utility and 
municipal clients and so operated until 1929. In 1929, he further extended his 
activities, even in the geographical sense, for he went to Vancouver Island, 
British Columbia, to make an engineering and economic analysis of the power 
requirements of major mining and industrial corporations and municipalities. 
In 1930, after completing his work in British Columbia, he came to Pittsburgh 
to establish his final office as a consulting engineer. In 1946, with the incorpora- 
tion of his firm as the Peter F. Loftus Corporation, he assumed the office of 
president. His closest associate in this now large and constantly growing firm 
is Lester E. F. Wahrenburg, who is executive vice-president and, like himself, 
a member of the board of directors. Mr. Wahrenburg’s biography appears 


elsewhere in this history. 


Mr. Loftus, who is a Registered Professional Engineer in Pennsylvania, New 
York, West Virginia and Ohio, is a member of the American Institute of Elec- 
trical Engineers, the American Mining Congress, Engineers Society of West- 
ern Pennsylvania, Cleveland Engineering Society, National Society of Profes- 
sional Engineers and Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers. He 1s 
active in the Knights of Columbus and in such clubs as the Rotary of Pitts- 
burgh, Duquesne of Pittsburgh, Black River Valley, Watertown, New York, 
the Lake Placid of that place, and the Newcomen Society of North America. 
He has achieved great distinction in his field. 
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LESTER E. F. WAHRENBURG 


A noted consulting engineer who has added to his reputation through con- 
tributions to scientific and technical journals, Lester E. F. Wahrenburg has 
been identified with many major projects in the fields of power, mining, man- 
ufacturing and heavy construction. He is executive vice-president and a direc- 
tor of the Peter F. Loftus Corporation, engineering consultants, with offices in 


the First National Bank Building. 


Born in Fort Wayne, Indiana, on May 27, 1902, Mr. Wahrenburg 1s the 
son of Fred D. C. and Bertha H. Wahrenburg, and received his early educa- 
tion in the elementary and high schools of his native state. In 1924, he took 
the degree of Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering at the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor. His career began when he accepted appointment as 
field engineer with the Northern Indiana Public Service Company at Fort 
Wayne in 1924. Two years later he resigned from the utility company to 
come to Pittsburgh as senior mechanical engineer for the Byllesby Engineer- 
ing and Management Corporation. In 1930, after four years with this firm, he 
was elected chief engineer and a member of the board of directors of the 
Burrell-Mase Engineering Company, with which he remained until 1933. He 
then joined his present firm, the Peter F. Loftus Corporation, as a mechanical 
engineer. His contribution as an employee was of such character that in 1946 
he was elected vice-president and a member of the board of directors. He has 
thus assumed second rank in this now famous firm, of which Peter F. Loftus 
is founder and president. A biography of Mr. Loftus appears on other pages. 


Mr. Wahrenburg married Mary B. Miller and is the father of two sons, Rob- 
ert S. and Lester F. Wahrenburg. The family home is at 469 Greenhurst Drive, 
Mount Lebanon. 

Aside from the time he gives to research and preparation of his articles for 
scientific and technical journals, Mr. Wahrenburg is active in various profes- 
sional and social organizations. He is on the boards of directors of the Engi- 
neers Society of Western Pennsylvania and the University of Michigan 
Alumni Association; is a former chairman and director of the Pittsburgh Sec- 
tion, American Society of Mechanical Engineers and 1s also a member of the 
Engineers Club of New York, the Duquesne Club, and the University Club 
of Pittsburgh. In addition, he is a director and former vice-president of the 
Mount Lebanon Golf Club and is active in the F.O.F. Golf Association and the 
Rotary Club of Pittsburgh. He is a Registered Professional Engineer in Penn- 
sylvania, West Virginia and Ohio. For his contribution on the industrial and 
municipal level, in which he has participated in the solution of vital problems, 
Mr. Wahrenburg has an outstanding reputation among fellow engineers. 


WILLIAM ADAM RATTELMAN 


Since early manhood William Adam Rattelman has been active in the in- 
surance world and with the passing of the years his reputation in this field has 
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grown prodigiously. Today, as president of the National Union Fire Jiisur- 
ance Company and its affiliated group, he 1s known throughout the country. 
His activities extend into other firms and in the general field of banking. He 
also has a military reputation based on his experience with the armed forces 
under Generals Funston and Pershing on the Mexican Border in 1916 and 


later in World War I. 


Mr. Rattelman was born in Pittsburgh on September 17, 1893, the son of 
William Henry and Mathilda (Weidman) Rattelman, both also natives of this 
city. His mother’s parents were Adam and Caroline Weidman. The insurance 
executive attended Pittsburgh’s elementary and high schools and then went to 
work. He continued his education, however, by taking night courses in various 
colleges. A clerkship with an insurance firm initiated him in the field in which 
he has been such an outstanding success. Later he became an investigator and 
field man. In 1924, he left Pittsburgh to become agency superintendent for 
the National Liberty Insurance Company in New York City. This was fol- 
lowed by his appointment as manager of the brokerage and departmental office 
for the National Union Fire Insurance Company in New York City, a post he 
held until May, 1943. At that time he returned to Pittsburgh as vice-president. 
He was elevated to the presidency of the National Union group in 1951. He 
is also a director of the National Union Fire Insurance Company, Birmingham 
Fire Insurance Company of Pennsylvania, National Union Indemnity Com- 
pany and the General Adjustment Bureau, Inc., and serves on the advisory 
committee of the Mellon National Bank and Trust Company, Oakland Branch. 
The history of the National Union group appears elsewhere in these pages. 

Mr. Rattelman’s first wife was Ann O’Brien, who died in October, 1938. 
On July 20, 1940, he married Rita Kohrman. He is the father of a daughter, 
Caroline Ann, the wife of D. H. Esperson and mother of Gay and Christine 
Esperson. Mr. and Mrs. Rattelman reside at 724 South Negley Avenue and 
worship in St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church. 

Mr. Rattelman’s military history begins with his enlistment in June, 1916, 
in the Pennsylvania National Guard. He served with this outfit on the Mexican 
Border. As the Mexican “incident” extended somewhat into the period when 
the United States became a belligerent in World War I, Mr. Rattelman was 
still with the National Guard when it was blanketed into the United States 
Army. He was detached from his company and sent to Officers’ Training 
Camp at Augusta, Georgia. From this he was graduated with the rank of Sec- 
ond Lieutenant of Infantry. He was temporarily assigned to the Second Di- 
vision, American Expeditionary Force, in France. When he reached the Di- 
vision, it was operating in the Chateau-Thierry sector. Subsequently, Mr. 
Rattelman was reassigned to the 28th Division, which by that time had also 
reached Europe. He served with that Division until a few months after the 
Armistice of November, 1918. Meantime, he received several promotions until 
he attained the rank of Major. As the 28th Division prepared to return to the 
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States, Mr. Rattelman was transferred to the Sixth Division, Regular Army, 
with which he served in the Army of Occupation at Coblenz, Germany. Even- 
tually, he returned to the States and in October, 1919, received his honorable 
discharge. 

He has been active on behalf of veterans and service men since that time. 
Also, he is a member of the Pittsburgh Athletic Association, the Oakmont 
Country Club, the Duquesne Club and the Drug and Chemical Club. Golf is 
his favorite game. He supports the Republican Party. Mr. Rattelman’s con- 
tribution to the growth of the insurance industry is widely recognized. 


NATIONAL UNION FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


In the days when industrial plants, then small but now giants, were being 
conceived by men destined to become leaders of the nation’s business, the same 
farseeing judgment prompted the formation of the National Union Fire In- 
surance Company of Pittsburgh. The company was incorporated on February 
14, 1901, by such men as Andrew W. Mellon, Henry C. Frick, R. H. Boggs, 
Charles Lockhart, J. Stuart Brown, William Witherow and James W. Arrott. 
Today the National Union group which has grown out of the original com- 
pany is as capably and conservatively directed by equally outstanding Pitts- 
burgh business men and headed by the well known native Pittsburgher, Wil- 
liam Adam Rattelman. 

Many catastrophes have confronted the company since its organization. 
Among them was the great Baltimore fire, the San Francisco earthquake and 
fire of 1906, the Chelsea and Salem fires, the Miami hurricane of 1926, the 
Northern Florida hurricanes of 1928 and, more recently, the now famed, or 
ill-famed ‘“‘Northeaster,”’ which caused damage of about $200,000,000 along 
the Eastern seacoast area. In all these major catastrophes, as well as others 
which have harassed the nation’s economic life in the last six decades, National 
Union has met its obligations promptly and maintained its standing as a reputa- 


ble company. 


In its infancy the company was in competition with 27 other local fire in- 
surance concerns. But many of these have long since passed out of existence 
and some have been purchased by or merged with other insurers. As the strong- 
est survivor, the National Union group consists of the National Union Fire 
Insurance Company, National Union Indemnity Company and the Birming- 
ham Fire Insurance Company of Pennsylvania. These write virtually every 
form of protection except life. The National Union is admitted to tranact 
business throughout the United States as well as in many foreign countries 
and is equipped to offer worldwide service. From assets of $200,000 in 1901, 
the group closed its 50th anniversary year, at the end of 1951, with assets of 
$50,000,000. These are constantly growing. National Union is conceded a per- 
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manent place among the nation’s leaders and it is recognized as one of the en- 
terprises which have raised Pittsburgh to the high place it holds in the business 
world today. 


WILLIAM JOSEPH MURDOCH 


A renowned consulting sanitary engineer in Western Pennsylvania, Wil- 
liam Joseph Murdoch possesses a national reputation in his field. Aside from 
operating his own office, under his own name, with offices at 700 First Federal 
Building, 600 Grant Street, he is vice-president of the Monongahela Engi- 
neering and Management Company. He has served on numerous public and 
quasi-public bodies charged with improvement of water supply and sanitation 
systems, zoning and related public matters and has served as consultant to 
many private concerns, municipalities and other political subdivisions. He spe- 
cializes in public water supply, industrial waste treatment, sewerage and sew- 
age treatment, swimming pools and public health work and has to his credit 
designs of the highest importance in his field. 


Born in McDonald, Washington County, on July 26, 1909, he is the son 
of Matthew and Catherine (Kelly) Murdoch. His father, also a native of that 
community, was in the mining industry. The mother’s parents were John and 
Mary Kelly. William J. Murdoch took the degree of Bachelor of Science in 
Sanitary Engineering at Pennsylvania State College and followed up with 
graduate work at Carnegie Institute of Technology and the University of 
Pittsburgh. Because of the legal aspects of his work he studied law for one 
year at Duquesne University. In his college days he played football and soccer, 
served on the debating team and was active in Phi Kappa Fraternity. 


He began his career as a sanitary engineer in the employ of Professor Elton 
D. Walker of Pennsylvania State College, a consultant to private industry and 
public authorities. Later, he was a sanitary engineer with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health, the County of Allegheny and with John W. Rice, 
Consulting Engineer. In 1939, he opened his own office as consulting sanitary 
engineer. He has designed all the sanitary engineering facilities and all other 
related miscellaneous facilities for the Greater Pittsburgh Airport, one of the 
outstanding airports in the world; has acted as consultant to the R. K. Mellon 
Interests, Allegheny Ludlum Steel Corporation, Hillman Coal and Coke Com- 
pany, Pittsburgh Coal Company, Peoples Natural Gas Company, Pittsburgh 
Allegheny Coal Company, Townsend Company, Moltrup Steel Products 
Company, Manheim Water Company, General Water Company, Clarksville 
Water Company, Rices Landing Water Company, East Bethlehem Water 
Company and many other companies; to many of the largest Pennsylvania 
Municipal Authorities, including the Municipal Authority of the Borough of 
West View, the Burgettstown-McDonald Joint Municipal Authority, the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania Water Authority and others; to the city of Pitts- 
burgh, the County of Allegheny, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
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dozens of municipal subdivisions; to Country Clubs and other organizations; 
has acted as an expert witness in Court on many Sanitary Engineering prob- 
lems and developed a suggested scheme of coal strip mining to prevent stream 
pollution that resulted in the granting of the first permit issued by the Pennsyl- 
vania Sanitary Water Board for strip mining on the water shed of a clean 
stream. 


He has prepared numerous articles for publication in national technical mag- 
azines and given many public talks and lectures and a number of courses in 
Pennsylvania hospitals on public health work. In the year 1945-46, he served 
as president of the Pennsylvania Sewage and Industrial Wastes Association, 
in which he has served on many committees in the course of his many years 
of membership. He is a trustee of the Western Pennsylvania Section, American 
Water Works Association, in which he has also served on many committees; 1s 
a member of various committees of the Pennsylvania Water Works Operators 
Association and has held numerous offices in the Engineers’ Society of Western 
Pennsylvania, including membership on the board of directors, the chairman- 
ship of the Civil Section and Water Conference Committee and membership 
on many other committees. He serves on the Zoning Advisory Committee of 
the City of Pittsburgh; the Metropolitan Study Commission of Allegheny 
County, being a member of its Committee on Water Supply and Sanitation, 
and on the executive committee of the Allegheny County Fair. His other 
memberships are in the Municipal Authorities Association of Pennsylvania, 
and the Kiwanis and Variety Clubs of Pittsburgh, in both of which he serves 
or has served on various committees. 


On June 9, 1931, at State College, Mr. Murdoch married Eleanor Mansfield 
Hill, daughter of John and Margaret Hill. Mrs. Murdoch is a member of 
Theta Phi Alpha Sorority, the Variety Club and many social organizations in 
the Pittsburgh area. She and Mr. Murdoch are the parents of six children. 
They are, in the order of their birth, Joan Brooks, Suzanne Virginia, David 
Mansfield, William Joseph, Jr., Marcia Eleanor, and Rosemary Lynne Mur- 
doch. The family home is at 3984 Drexel Road and all the members are com- 
municants of the Roman Catholic Church. Mr. Murdoch votes the Demo- 
cratic ticket. Six feet tall, with auburn hair, he is fond of indoor and outdoor 
sports, including bridge. He has received widespread recognition for an out- 
standing contribution in one of the major fields of engineering and human 
endeavor. 


BASIL J. AUBURN 


An American citizen of international background, Basil J. Auburn has an 
international reputation as a consulting engineer specializing in the prepara- 
tion of construction drawings for large steel mill installations. He is the 
founder and head of the firm of Auburn and Associates, Inc., through which 
the Auburn name has become identified with immense industrial projects in 
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the United States and abroad and with leadership in professional engineering 
organizations. 

Mr. Auburn was born in Kungur, Perm Province, Russia, on April 1, 1894. 
His family was composed of well-to-do merchants dealing in lumber and cat- 
tle. In the Revolution which overthrew the Kerensky government, the par- 
ents and the engineer himself were classifid as “White Russians,” or enemies of 
the Bolsheviks, and were obliged to become fugitives. For this reason their 
true names cannot be revealed. 


Basil Auburn, who was graduated in 1914 from Riga Polytechnic Institute, 
in Riga, Latvia, where he had majored in mechanical engineering, imme- 
diately prepared to serve his country in World War I, then already engaging 
a good many of the world’s larger nations. He matriculated at Kazan Military 
Institute, where he was entered in an accelerated officers’ training course. 
Within six months, or early in 1915, he emerged as a First Lieutenant. With 
this rank he was attached to the Russian Imperial Army, in which he rose to be 
Captain of His Majesty Tsar Nicholas II’s Imperial Guard. He served with 
this unit until in 1917 when Russia withdrew from World War I and then, to 
fight the Bolsheviks, he transferred to the White Russian Army. In 1918, the 
Red Army forced him to leave Russia. 


Mr. Auburn spent some time in other Asiatic countries, notably Japan and 
China, before coming to the United States on April 20, 1920. So determined 
was he to become an American citizen that within six days of his arrival he 
had his first papers. On February 2, 1926, he was fully naturalized. His first 
professional experience in America was as engineer for the Western Electric 
Company in Chicago. In 1922, he came to Pittsburgh to work for the West- 
inghouse Electric Corporation. In 1948, he left that concern to start his own 
business, Auburn and Associates, Inc., which maintains headquarters at 923 
Penn Avenue. 

A Pennsylvania corporation, the firm made a moderate start and then grew 
rapidly. Among its chief clients today are Westinghouse, the Youngstown 
Sheet and Tube Company, General Electric Company, Jones and Laughlin 
Steel Corporation, United Engineering and F oundry Company and the Mesta 
Machine Company. The firm gained its international reputation by executing 
several large foreign engineering contracts through Westinghouse. Among 
these foreign customers are Societe des Forges et Acieries du Nord et de L’est, 
Societe Anonyme des Hauts Fourneaux Forges et Acieries de Denain et Dan- 
zin, Societe Lorraine de Laminage Continu (Sollac), and Societe Anonyme 
des Forges et Acieries de Dilling. The firm has also executed several large do- 
mestic contracts for Jones and Laughlin, the Sheffield Steel Company, Chase 
Brass and Copper Company and the Ford Motor Company and in the Summer 
of 1953 was engaged in work on steel plants for Youngstown Sheet and Tube 
and the Pittsburgh Steel Company, and, in addition, was working on a propul- 
sion wind tunnel for the United States Air Force at Tullahoma, Tennessee. 
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Mr. Auburn’s organization has several foundation and structural engineering 
firms working as subcontractors on integrated steel mill projects. 

Mr. Auburn married Roxane Ruth Houck, daughter of the late L. C. 
Houck and of Cora E. Houck, in Pittsburgh on November 21, 1928. Mr. and 
Mrs. Auburn share an intense interest in their home and in gardening. Mrs. 
Auburn’s additional interest is the piano, Mr. Auburn’s the game of golf. 
‘Their home is at 701 Cascade Road and they worship in Waverly Presbyterian 
Church. They are Republicans. Mr. Auburn’s professional organizations are 
the Engineers’ Society of Western Pennsylvania, Association of Iron and Steel 
Engineers, Society of American Military Engineers, American Institute of 
Flectrical Engineers and the National Society of Professional Engineers. He 
also belongs to a group of Masonic bodies, including Syria Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and the Edgewood Country Club. 
In a quarter century he has risen to a high place in the engineering and indus- 
trial worlds. Naturally Mr. Auburn is very proud, to say the least, of his ac- 
complishments. 


JEROME WELDON WOOMER 


The list of the countries which Jerome Weldon Woomer, as a consulting 
mining engineer, has visited and served in the course of his career 1s not only 
long but impressive, for it involves complicated differences in geological for- 
mations as well as peoples, languages and customs. Mr. Woomer is in so difh- 
cult and specialized a field that he has only three competitors. His firm is J. W. 
Woomer and Associates, with offices in the National Bank Building, Wheel- 
ing, West Virginia, and Union Trust Building, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He 
has made his reputation as consultant, leader in professional organizations and 
writer. Outside the mining world he is noted for his interest in health work, 
exploration and Catholic affairs. 

Mr. Woomer was born in Philipsburg, Centre County, on July 10, 1905, 
the son of the late John E. and Estella (Lane) Woomer. The Woomer family 
has lived in Centre County since Revolutionary War days and has generally 
been engaged in coal mining. The mother, a native of Lock Haven, is the 
daughter of John and Ellen Lane, who came to Pennsylvania from Ireland, 
and is now living in Philipsburg. 

“Jerry” Woomer, as the engineer 1s called, received his early education in 
erade school at Philipsburg. In 1925, he was awarded the degree of Bachelor 
of Science in Mining Engineering at Pennsylvania State College. This degree 
was raised to Engineer of Mines in 1931, because by that time its recipient had 
achieved considerable distinction in his profession. From 1925 to 1927 he was 
assistant general superintendent of George’s Creek Coal Mining Company at 
Lonaconing, Maryland. He then afhliated himself with the Pittsburgh Coal 
Company, Pittsburgh, serving as assistant to the chief engineer from 1927 to 
1929 and as mine superintendent from 1929 to 1936, Resigning from this posi- 
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tion in the latter year, he assumed the duties of chief mining engineer for the 
Hanna Coal Company at St. Clairsville, Ohio. In 1939 he went to W. H. 
Warner and Company, Cleveland, Ohio, as general manager of mines, and in 
1941 he established his own firm, J. W. Woomer and Associates. 

Through his firm, Mr. Woomer has supervised work in most coal pro- 
ducing states of the Union and, in addition, has done work in potash mining 
in New Mexico. Mining work has also been done by Mr. Woomer and his 
staff in China, Manchuria, Greece, Turkey, Mexico, France, Germany, Eng- 
land, Australia and Chile. These operations have required extensive traveling 
and visits to most of the important cities of the world, not to mention prim- 
itive areas. One of his trips, in 1952, was at the invitation of the Australian 
Government. This took him to little-developed regions of Western Australia, 
where he examined the mineral-producing potentialities, with the idea of mak- 
ing that section self-supporting through the production of steel. In the World 
War II years, Mr. Woomer spent much time in England helping the mineral- 
starved isles exploit some of their resources. One of his visits to China lasted 
six months. Another traveling venture was a four-weeks’ round-the-world 
journey by plane, via San Francisco, to Australia, Singapore, Calcutta, Karachi, 
Rome, England and New York City. In the course of his consulting work, 
he has written numerous technical articles on all phases of mining work. He 
is a Registered Professional Mining Engineer in Pennsylvania, Ohio, West 
Virginia and Indiana. 

Mr. Woomer married Mary Margaret Cullen, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas J. Cullen of Pittsburgh. The nuptial mass was celebrated at St. Philo- 
mena Catholic Church, Pittsburgh, on April 20, 1926. Mrs. Woomer com- 
pleted her education at Carnegie Institute of Technology. She and Mr. 
Woomer have seven children: 1. Nancy, wife of William G. Gompers, resid- 
ing in Wheeling. They have four children: William, Mary, Mark, and Chris- 
topher Gompers. 2. Joan, wife of Robert L. Hamm, residing in Wheeling. 
They have two daughters, Rita and Ellen Hamm. 3. Anthony Woomer, stu- 
dent (1953) at Villanova College. 4. Michael, student at the University of 
Notre Dame. 5. Timothy Woomer. 6. Molly Woomer. 7. Patrick Woomer. 
The three younger children reside with their parents at 1 Kenwood Place, 
Wheeling. They are communicants of St. Michael’s Catholic Church in that 
city. 

In Wheeling Mr. Woomer serves as the industry member of the Nurses’ 
Advisory Board for the Wheeling Hospital. He served four years as chairman 
of the mining committee of the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgi- 
cal Engineers and 1s also a member of The Explorers Club of New York City, 
Coal Mining Institute of America, Belmont Hills Country Club and the 
Knights of Columbus. In the Catholic organization he has advanced to the 
fourth degree. In politics he is a Republican. Travel and exploration are not 
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work to him; they are hobbies. Though little known to the general public, Mr. 


Woomer 1s a celebrity on the mining, industrial and governmental levels 
throughout the world. 


HOWARD G. BURR 


The engineering and public affairs activities of Howard G. Burr have made 
him known in many corners of the earth. He is probably even remembered in 
Czechoslovakia, if not by name at least as one of the American World War II 
fliers who bombed the notorious Skoda Works. As an engineer he operates 
the consultation firm of H. G. Burr Company, 247 Fort Pitt Boulevard. Both 
the armed forces and civilian organizations have issued citations attesting his 
high standing among his colleagues. 


Mr. Burr was born in Pittsburgh on June 10, 1917, the son of John P. and 
Helen (Crowley) Burr. His father, also a native of Pittsburgh, is assistant su- 
perintendent of the Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation’s strip mill. The 
mother, another Western Pennsylvanian by birth, is the daughter of Hugh 
and Mary Crowley. Howard Burr was graduated from high school in 1934. 
Most of his technical education was obtained through on-the-job training, 
but he supplemented this with engineering courses with the Wilson Cor- 
respondence School. His call to service in World War II ended this. 


From 1935 to 1938 Mr. Burr was a clerk and later draftsman with Jones and 
Laughlin. For about a year, 1938-39, he was a draftsman with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company and for another, 1939-40, he was again with Jones and 
Laughlin as a draftsman. From 1940 to 1943 he was assistant chief engineer 
with C. H. Hunt, Inc., Consulting Engineers. In this period he performed such 
highly essential war work for the Canadian Government and the United States 
(Kaiser Steel Mills, Fontana, California) as to be deferred from military serv- 
ice, with the Selective Service System’s classification of 2-B. In September, 
1943, he enlisted in the United States Army Air Forces and after training was 
assigned as Navigator on a B-17 bomber and sent into the European Theater 
of Operations. On April 25, 1945, when his plane was bombing the Skoda 
Works at Pilsen—it was his seventh mission—he was shot down. But the enemy 
did not capture him. Eluding would-be captors, he returned by foot and by 
plane to his English base. He was awarded the Air Medal. 

After the war, he returned to Pittsburgh and from late 1945 to 1949 he was 
again assistant chief engineer for C. H. Hunt, Inc. In 1949, he organized his 
own consulting engineering firm, H. G. Burr Company, of which he has 
since been president. This firm has grown rapidly. Mr. Burr is also associated 
with the Burr Land Company and Drafting Services, Inc., and vice-president 
of Organiculture, Inc. of Florida, and is one of the more prominent younger 
members of the engineering profession. He is a member of the Iron and Steel 
Engineers and the Engineering Society of Western Pennsylvania. 
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On June 30, 1943, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Burr married Bernice Fahrner, daugh- 
ter of Mrs. Pearl E. Fahrner. Mrs. Burr devotes herself to her home, husband 
and son, John T. Burr, who was born in 1947. The Burr home is on Rural De- 
livery 2, Library. The Burrs worship in the Roman Catholic Church. Mrs. 
Burr, like her husband, votes the Democratic ticket and they also share an 
interest in golf and bowling. They are members of the South Hills Country 
Club. Mr. Burr’s other organizations are the Pittsburgh Chamber of Com- 
merce, being a member of its aeronautics committee. He was Western Penn- 
sylvania Chairman of The Crusade for Freedom and United States-Interna- 
tional Chairman of the Pittsburgh Junior Chamber of Commerce. He also be- 
longs to the Pittsburgh Athletic Association and the Pittsburgh Aero Club. 
He has done much to promote the growth of aviation. In 1952, he was chair- 
man of the International Affairs Commission, Melbourne, Australia. Balancing 
the Air Medal awarded him by the armed forces are the award as Pittsburgh’s 
1952 “Man of the Year” by the Pittsburgh Sales Executives Club and the 
award by the state’s Junior Chamber of Commerce as the outstanding Young 
Pennsylvanian of 1952. 


RALPH MICHAEL SCHERGER 


In 1932, at the depression’s lowest ebb, Ralph Michael Scherger left a 
fairly well paying job in the general building field to go into business for him- 
self. He took any kind of repair or construction job. The “going was rough” 
but he persevered until today he computes his projects in the million-dollar 
brackets, develops entire communities and has a national reputation as a home 
builder. Scherger Homes is not only his firm name but an identification of 
better residences. 

Mr. Scherger comes of a family accustomed to big projects and profitable 
utilization of land. He was born on August 24, 1900, in Bascom, Ohio, the son 
of Henry and Jeanette (Gear) Scherger. His father, a native of Liberty Cen- 
ter, Ohio, and one of ten children, was of German descent, his mother of 
French descent. The paternal grandfather came to the United States from 
Germany at the age of eight and became one of the largest landowners in 
Seneca County, Ohio. 

Ralph Scherger first attended grade school in his native Bascom. Later, he 
went to high school at Tiffin, Ohio, and finally he came to Pittsburgh to com- 
plete his education at the Carnegie Institute of Technology, where in 1922 he 
took the degree of Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering. In his 
school days he participated in inter-class baseball and football and was a mem- 
ber of the Buckeye, Cosmopolitan and Newman Clubs. He emerged from 
Carnegie Tech, also, with a commission as a Second Lieutenant in the United 
States Army’s Quartermaster Corps and for 15 years held that commission in 
the Quartermaster Officers Reserve Corps. 
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In his first four years out of college Mr. Scherger worked for the Blaw 
Knox Company. This experience enabled him to learn the steel business, a 
useful knowledge in his later and present career. He resigned from Blaw Knox 
to manage a private contracting firm, Gerry Ferrone Company, which was 
doing about $1,000,000 business a year. For five and one-half years Mr. Scher- 
ger had complete charge of this operation, receiving a wide experience on gen- 
eral construction work. Then, in 1932, he launched the Operation now known 
as Scherger Homes. Each year saw an increase, slow but definite, in his busi- 
ness volume. In 1935, he built twelve stone houses and by 1938 he was erecting 
about forty houses a year. In 1941, he built 62 homes at a value of $600,000. 


In most of the World War II years (1943-45) Mr. Scherger was out of the 
building business altogether, having gone into coke recovery process opera- 
tions. In this work he salvaged 600,000 tons of coke fuel badly needed in the 
nation’s war effort. In 1946, he returned to the building business and to the 
development of whole communities, among them Spring Valley, where he 
built 150 homes. Gaywood Manor is another community which he has devel- 
oped. There he put up 125 homes, valued at an aggregate of $2,500,000. 


His firm, Scherger Homes, which he founded in 1946 at W ilkinsburg, is the 
successor to what he first called Ralph Scherger, Builder, created in 1932. 
When he first established Scherger Homes, he, his wife and two sons were 
the partners. In 1951, his daughter joined the partnership. The firm’s direct 
payroll usually runs from 20 to 25 persons. Indirectly there would be another 
30 or so, the employees of subcontractors. The business is a member of the 
Home Builders Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh, the National Associa- 
tion of Home Builders, the Pennsylvania Manufacturers Association and the 
Wilkinsburg Chamber of Commerce. In addition to his duties with Scherger 
Homes, Mr. Scherger serves as secretary and vice-president of Trafford Brick, 
Inc., and holds a one-third interest as a partner in the Old Gate Coke Com- 

any. 
‘ The family partnership is almost a quarter century older than the firm. On 
April 19, 1924, Mr. Scherger married, at W ashington, Pennsylvania (“Little 
Washington”), Pauline Durr, the daughter of Harvey and Sophia Virginia 
Durr. Mrs. Scherger is not only a “sharing partner” active in Scherger Homes, 
a wife, mother and homemaker, but is also active in community life. She be- 
longs to the Penn Hills Woman’s Club, the University Catholic Club, Black- 
ridge Civic Club, Boys Town and Penn Hebron Garden Club. The three chil- 
dren are: Ralph E. Scherger, who married Sylvia Ann Fazio, and is the father 
of Sharon Scherger; Paul M. Scherger, who married Lorraine E. Wickland, 
and Joan L. Scherger, unmarried. The Scherger home is at 1074 Old Gate 
Road. 

One of Mr. Scherger’s interests which his family also shares with him is 
farming. He operates 200 acres, called Lone Pine Farms, at Saltsburg. He not 
only engages in general farming but breeds Holstein cattle. Interested in con- 
servation, he has planted 75,000 pine trees. Also, he has built two lakes, which 
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he has stocked with fish, wild ducks and pheasants. For dwelling purposes on 
the farm and for historical and sentimental reasons he has restored a 140-year- 
old stone house and for practical as well as historical reasons he has reopened 
five miles of Old Mill Trail, abandoned for more than three-quarters of a cen- 
tury. He collects antique guns and, for additional recreation, likes hunting, 
fishing and horseback riding. 

His organizations reflect some of these, as well as his business interests: 
American Forest Association; City Farmers Club (charter member 1942); 
Pennsylvania Gun Collectors Association, Wilkinsburg Lodge, No. 577, Be- 
nevolent and Protective Order of Elks; Kiwanis Club of Wilkinsburg, Wil- 
kinsburg Chamber of Commerce; University Catholic Club; Blackridge Civic 
Association; Crow Foot Rod and Gun Club; Allegheny County Homebuilders 
Association (charter member, 1938; director, 1943-46; treasurer, 1947; presi- 
dent, 1948; director, 1949-52); National Association of Home Builders (direc- 


tor, 1948-49-50). Though a registered Democrat, he always votes a “split 
ticket.” 


Mr. Scherger supports not merely one church, all of the Roman Catholic 
faith, but is interested in foreign missions. The church in which he is most 
active is Sacred Heart, Pittsburgh. The other two are in Saltsburg and in 
Miami, Florida. At Sacred Heart he has served on the building committee, 
Father Coakley Memorial Committee and it was he who donated the Baptistry 
there. He gives about seven percent of his earnings to charitable and religious 
instrumentalities. His beneficence extends to his employees, to whom he gives 
vacations with pay, Christmas bonuses and whom he aids in building new 
homes. A man of tremendous energy, he works from 12 to 14 hours a day, ex- 
cept in the winter, when he spends from six to ten weeks vacationing in Miami. 
He has had pneumonia five times but been in excellent health since 1938. He 
stands five feet ten and one-half inches in height, weighs 150 pounds and has 
brown eyes and hair. “Disposition easy to get along with at all times,” reports 
his associates. Popular with them and employees, he has won prestige through- 
out the large area in which he operates. 


RUSSELL P. MILLER 


A native of Penn Township, Russell P. Miller has devoted much of his busi- 
ness career to its development and his name has become associated there with 
home building and civic leadership. His reputation as business man extends, 
however, into all parts of Allegheny County and beyond. He is president of 
Russell P. Miller, Inc., building and contracting firm, and general manager of 


the C. P. Miller Fuel Company. 


Born on June 7, 1919, Mr. Miller is the son of Charles P. Miller, a retired 
coal dealer, and Bertha (Wellar) Miller. He holds the degree of Bachelor of 
Science from the University of Pittsburgh. He spent five years with the armed 
forces in World War II, having been inducted in January, 1941, as a Private 
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and released from active duty in January, 1946, with the rank of Captain. He 
was a member of the Fifth Air Force and served two years in the South Pa- 
cific, Australia, New Guinea, Biak, Okinawa, Philippines and Japan. 

In 1946, Mr. Miller established his building and contracting firm as an indi- 
vidual proprietorship, but incorporated in 1949. The firm has been headquar- 
tered in Penn Township since the beginning. Its office is at 9905 Frankstown 
Road. Since Mr. Miller began operations he has built more than 1,000 homes 
in and around Penn Township and numerous commercial structures. The de- 
velopments have included Bon Air, Elmwood, Churchill Valley and Churchill 
Manor Plans, and is now developing Eastwood, which will have over 550 
homes. In the Summer of 1953, he had 100 homes, one bank building, one 
church and one warehouse under construction. Associated with Mr. Miller in 
the operation of the corporation are his mother, as vice-president; his wife, as 
secretary, and his father, as treasurer. 

Mrs. Miller is the former Margaret Jane Speirs. The daughter of Frank P. 
and Theresa (Campbell) Speirs, she was married to Mr. Miller at the Laketon 
Heights Methodist Church, Penn Township, on June 23, 1948. Besides her 
activity in the business, she shares her husband’s interest in fraternal work 
and 1s a member of the Wilkinsburg Chapter, No. 436, Order of the Eastern 
Star and Ladies’ Social Club of Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. She and Mr. Miller reside at 312 Bon Air Road. They 
worship in the church in which their marriage was solemnized. 

In addition to his activities with Russell P. Miller, Inc., and C. P. Miller Fuel 
Company, he is also president of the R and M Equipment Co. and R. P. Miller 
Construction Co. Mr. Miller serves on the board of directors of the Beulah 
Road Land Company and Marwood Corp. He was one of the organizers and 
was the first president of the Penn Township Chamber of Commerce. He 1s a 
member of the Home Builders Association of Allegheny County and a mem- 
ber of the board of directors of the Rotary Club of Penn Township the Le- 
gion of Honor, the Churchill Valley Country Club and the following Masonic 
bodies: Orient Lodge, No. 590, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Valley of 
Pittsburgh, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; Duquesne Commandery, 
Knights Templar; Pittsburgh Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, Syria Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and the Syria Automobile 
Club. His sports include golfing, hockey and hunting. In winning success in 
the building world he has also achieved personal popularity. 


THE RUST ENGINEERING COMPANY 


From modest beginnings just after the turn of the century, through two 
World Wars, a Panic and a Depression, The Rust Engineering Company has 
emerged as one of the nation’s leading firms of engineer-constructors. 

Today, Rust with some 825 salaried and 6,600 wage-earning employees 
handles an annual contract volume of between $50 million and $100 million 
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dollars in a wide variety of projects for producing pulp, paper, lumber, glass, 
bricks, chemicals, metals and rare elements. 


Rust came to Pittsburgh (now its headquarters) in September, 1913, after 
being organized as a partnership enterprise in Birmingham, Alabama, October 
15, 1905. Founders in the partnership were three brothers: Sturling Murray 
Rust, Ellsworth Marshall Rust, and Edmund Jennings Lee Rust—the three 
youngest sons of Colonel Armistead Thomson Mason Rust of “Rockland,” 
near Leesburg, Virginia. 

Although Virginians by birth and education, it is interesting to note that 
the brothers began their engineering careers in Pennsylvania, the bustling land 
of promise. Edmund Jennings Lee Rust first worked (1894) in the office of 
Lackawanna Iron and Steel Company, in Lebanon, Pa.; Ellsworth Marshall 
Rust began his career (1900) as a draftsman with the Schoenberger Works of 
of American Steel and Wire Company, in Pittsburgh; and Surling Murray 
Rust was first a laborer (1898) with C. G. Hussey and Co., then blueprint boy 
with Jones and Laughlin Steel Co., in Pittsburgh. 


While today the Rust firm designs, engineers, and constructs virtually every 
kind of industrial plant, its first activity was in the specialized field of boiler 
brickwork. This specialization was, no doubt, prompted by a family interest 
since the partners, besides selling blowing engines, were helping three elder 
Rust brothers (already on the Pittsburgh scene) with the Rust Boiler Com- 
pany (later purchased by Babcock and Wilcox). 


From selling blowing engines and Rust Boilers it was a fairly short step to 
boiler brickwork, an activity at which the young Rust Engineering firm soon 
ranked as technically expert, and one that has been maintained to the present 
time. Rust boiler sales helped the fledgling firm survive the Panic of 1907: the 
sale of 22 Rust boilers to the Tennessee Coal and Iron R. R. Company helping 
it over the hump. 


The sale of the Rust Boiler Company about this time cut off part of the 
partners’ income so Rust Engineering added other services such as boiler erec- 
tion, excavation and foundation work. An early company letter states that (be- 
tween 1905 and 1912)—‘““We have installed about 40,000 hp of boilers.” By 
1915, Company records list a $41,000 contract for these services for the old 
Allegheny By Product Coke Co., of Glassport, Pa., which supplied gas to the 
city of McKeesport, Pa. This project was a forerunner of the giant power 
plants Rust was to build in later years, such as the $2,250,000 steam and elec- 
tric generating plant for John A. Roebling’s Sons Co., at Roebling, N. J.; and 
one of the world’s largest (1,000,000 pph) low pressure steam plants con- 
structed for Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation’s South Side Works in Pitts- 
burgh. 


While carving a niche in the power plant contracting field which included 
“Boiler Houses and brick buildings for Industrial purposes,” the young firm 
launched into another highly technical phase of building that most general 


205 


BICENTENNIAL HIstTory OF 


contractors were content to leave to specialists—the building of industrial chim- 
neys. Today, Rust is one of the world’s major chimney builders. 


As of July, 1953, the 1,666 radial brick and 947 reinforced concrete chim- 
neys Rust has constructed include some of the world’s highest (one exceeds 
600 feet), some for the very latest installations engaged in atomic production; 
some to serve almost every type of industrial activity. 


Company progress has always been a constant struggle with competition 
and the times, and back in 1915-16 the Rust brothers were closing contracts 
for as little as $75 to as much as $270,000. The $75 contract was with a Mr. W. 
S. Elliott of Wallingford St., Pittsburgh, for a concrete sidewalk (Shady Side 
M.P. 18); the $270,000 project is listed as ‘““A job for American Sheet and Tin 
Plate Co., at Gary, Indiana.” 

By 1917 the company had expanded so that there is a record of a New York 
office, and in 1918 there were offices in “Cleveland Territory,” Washington, 
D. C., Philadelphia, Chicago, and even Tulsa, Oklahoma. Pittsburgh 1s still car- 
ried on the records as “Pittsburg Office” ull May 15, 1918 when the book- 
keeper first spelled “Pittsburgh” out. 

Through the World War I years and the 1920’s the Rust picture presents 
a kaleidoscopic parallel of America’s industrial growth in steel, brick, and con- 
crete. [he main partnership offices were: Pittsburgh, where S. M. Rust made 
his headquarters; Washington, D. C. office under E. M. Rust; and the Birm- 
ingham, Ala., office under E. J. Lee Rust. 

The Partnership was dissolved in 1920 when The Rust Engineering Com- 
pany was incorporated by the formation of three companies with headquar- 
ters at the three offices. Thus the assets of the partnership were divided and 
each brother organized a separate Rust Engineering Company. However, the 
companies with headquarters in Washington, D. C. and Birmingham were later 
dissolved, becoming branch offices, and their assets and liabilities transferred 
to The Rust Engineering Company with headquarters in Pittsburgh and S. M. 
Rust as President. Ellsworth Marshall and E. J. Lee Rust continued as Direc- 
tors and Vice-Presidents in Washington, D. C. and Birmingham, Ala., respec- 
tively, being active in the business for many years tll the death of E. J. Lee in 
1939 and Ellsworth Marshall in 1946. 

Ellsworth Marshall Rust was particularly interested in the paper and brick 
industries. He was instrumental in establishing (1938) the Woodbridge Clay 
Products Co., an afhliate of Rust, which manufactures building brick of all 
types. For many years he was national Treasurer of the Associated General 
Contractors of America. 

One of his early-day long-hand notes to E. J. Lee Rust in Birmingham 
gives an interesting sidelight on construction methods over 40 years ago. 
From the field E. M. Rust writes on the relative merits of buying a gas hoist- 
ing engine to replace a mule that eats his head off when it is raining and on 
weekends. He also mentions that the mule might get hit by a brick and killed, 
but if the engine gets broken, it can be fixed. 
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Besides boiler and chimney work the Company was gradually shifting to 
general construction, the first projects no doubt being buildings associated 
with the boilers or in plants where boiler work had been done. Perhaps one 
of the first large jobs of a general construction nature was for the Central 
Foundry or the Central Iron & Coal Company at Holt, Alabama. It consisted 
of many projects from large concrete ore bins to railroad trackage and build- 
ing foundation work at “Blast Furnace & Village . . .” and extended over a 
long period of time. E. J. Lee Rust handled the work from Birmingham some 
60 miles away—not far today, but an all-day drive then at two or three miles 
an hour over pine pole corduroy roads. Today, his sons, George Mooar Rust 
and Henry Bedinger Rust, II, in charge of the Birmingham operations, can 
drive to the old foundry site in a little over an hour. 


In May, 1939, S. M. Rust turned over operating management of the com- 
pany and its Pittsburgh headquarters to his son, S. Murray Rust, Jr., who be- 
came President October 24, 1944. At that time S. M. Rust became Chairman 
of the Board, a position in which he actively served until his death in January, 
1954. A professional engineer (M.E., Lehigh U., 34), S. M. Rust, Jr. carried 
the main burden of operating management during World War II and in his 
term company operations have been greatly expanded and diversified. 

Both Rust’s have relied on a top management team made up of carefully 
selected men. The company’s Board of Directors over the years has included 
G. E. Dignan (1918-1929) at one time its Chief Engineer, who was followed 
after four years of understudy by C. G. Thornburgh (C.E., Lehigh U., ’09). 

In 26 years, till his death in December 1951, Mr. Thornburgh was to help 
pace company progress, to rise to a directorship and a vice-presidency in charge 
of all company engineering and construction, and to become a highly re- 
spected national authority in his profession. 

C. F. Drew (1919 tll his death in 1940), who joined Rust as Chief Account- 
ant to become a Director, and Secretary- Treasurer of the firm. He lived to see 
his dual role become so complex with the changing times and company growth 
that each position would require a separate department. 

R. Bayard Baldridge (1926 tll his death in 1946), a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh Law School, joined the firm as an attorney and later became 
a Director. The company’s first full-time general counsel and Secretary, Mr. 
Baldridge was responsible for bringing the firm’s legal activities to a depart- 


mental status. 

Today, besides the Rusts, the Board of Directors includes W. B. Gillies, Jr., 
(Dartmouth College ’33) a son-in-law of S. M. Rust, who joined the firm in 
1941 and is now a Director and Executive Vice-President in charge of admin- 
istration. He is responsible for over-all supervision of the service departments: 
Personnel, Accounting, Treasury, Legal, Purchasing, Expediting, and Traffic. 

John M. Kelley, a veteran of nearly 28 years with the firm, is a Director and 
Vice-President in charge of operations—supervising all engineering and con- 
struction activities of the company. Eminently fitted for his position by educa- 
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tion (C.E., Carnegie Institute of Technology) and a wide experience in all 
phases of industrial engineering and construction, Mr. Kelley joined Rust as a 
field engineer and has handled some of Rust’s largest projects as construction 
superintendent or as resident project manager. 


J. Paul Scheetz (Lehigh and U. of Missouri ’29), another son-in-law of S. 
M. Rust, is a Director and Vice-President in charge of sales which includes 
responsibility for sales, promotion, public relations, advertising and special 
projects. He joined the firm in 1946 after leaving Admiral Nimitz’s staff as a 
Commander during World War II. 


In Birmingham, Alabama, George Mooar and Henry Bedinger, II, the sons 
of E. J. Lee Rust, direct operations of the Birmingham office which maintains 


a complete engineering staff to handle company contracts primarily in the 
South. 


George Mooar Rust, a Director and Vice-President, joined the firm in 1931. 
He is a Mechanical Engineer ( Lehigh U. ’31) with practical training and field 
experience on power plant, lumber, and paper mill projects. He has seen the 
Birmingham office grow to 88 employees, of whom more than 60 are engi- 
neers. 


Henry Bedinger Rust, II, also a Director and Vice-President, specialized in 
Chemistry and Metallurgy at the University of Alabama, and like his brother, 
gained his experience and training through operational projects of the com- 
pany, which he joined in 1935. 

Another Vice-President and Director, Raymond L. Hess, Jr., came with the 
firm 16 years ago as legal assistant to Mr. Baldridge. Mr. Hess is an attorney, 
a graduate of Princeton University and Duquesne University Law School; he 
also attended the University of Virginia School of Law. He is the firm’s general 
counsel and supervises its law department and tax work. 


Major jobs of the 1920’s included a $420,000 contract for the Nitro, W. Va. 
plant of the Viscose Co.; the $400,000 Henry Clay Hotel in Ashland, Ky.; a 
ten-story building for the American Bank Note Co.; a $120,000 YMCA 
building in Newell, Pa.; and the $825,000 Government Printing Office Addi- 
tion in Washington, D.C. 

In Pittsburgh, Rust handled projects for Wm. B. Scaife & Sons (now the 
Scaife Co.); Hubbard and Company; Pittsburgh Plate Glass Co.; and nearly 
all of the steel companies. It also handled general excavation, foundations, and 
structural steel framework for the Koppers Building (1928). 


In 1925 Rust entered the business of designing and constructing complete 
industrial furnaces. A subsidiary, the Rust Furnace Company, founded in 
1927, developed Rust’s patented zone-fired heating and re-heating furnaces 
for wide use in heating billets, bars, slabs, blooms, and other shapes. Rust Fur- 
nace has designed and constructed soaking pits, open hearth furnaces, specialty 
furnaces, and heat treating furnaces for annealing, normalizing, patenting and 
stress relieving for most of the major steel producers. 
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The depression years found Rust suffering with the rest of the industry. 
While it had a $430,000 contract for power plant work for Chlorine Products 
Inc. of W. Va., and a $335,000 boiler plant and complete turbine room proj- 
ect for the Southern Kraft Corp. at Panama City, Fla., a $460,000 project for 
Boston, Mass., Consolidated Gas Co., and other smaller jobs—it is thought that 
the $1,500,000 contract for the Government’s central heating plant in Wash- 
ington, D. C. (1933) helped as much as any job to tide things over till industry 
began reviving. 

Better times were indicated by such contracts for design and construction as 
Firth Sterling Steel Company’s $250,000 tungsten carbide plant in McKeesport, 
Pa. (1936); Climax Molybdenum’s new $125,000 roaster building at Lange- 
loth, Pa. (1935); Carnegie-Illinois Steel Company’s new $800,000 waterworks 
at its Irvin Works, Dravosburg, Pa. (1937); and in 1936 a $3,184,643 con- 
tract to build a complete kraft pulp and paper plant for the Crossett Lumber 
Co., Crossett, Ark., as well as a construction contract for a kraft pulp and 
board mill for Chesapeake Camp Corp. (now Camp Mfg. Co.). 

With these two contracts and another (1937) to build a paper mill for Fer- 
nandina Pulp and Paper Co. (now Rayonier, Inc.) in Florida, Rust began 
large scale work in the pulp and paper field. It has continued a major role in 
the development of the U.S. Paper industry since then, having handled new 
facilities with a total productive capacity of well over 1,000,000 tons per year 
—plants located in 17 states for producing pulp, paper, wall board, felt, and 
insulation board. 

During the middle 1920’s Rust began using the sliding form method of 
reinforced concrete construction that has contributed to more rapid, less ex- 
pensive erection of many types of monolithic structures. 

World War II saw Rust handling a very large volume of work—from a 
vanadium ore leaching plant constructed in the rarefied atmosphere (14,200 
ft. alt.) of the Peruvian Andes Mountains using Cholo Indian labor, to ship- 
yards, shell plants, power installations, and synthetic rubber facilities. It had 
some 6,500 people working on a single project... the complete ordnance works 
constructed at Paducah, Ky. This $23,000,000 design-construction project 
earned for Rust a War Department citation for the speed and savings with 
which it accomplished the work. 

A subsidiary, the Allegheny Industrial Electrical Company, formed in 1936 
handles much of Rust’s electrical work, and also contracts on its own with 
outside firms. 

Another subsidiary, the Rust Process Design Company, was added to bet- 
ter handle the firm’s expanding work in the process chemical industries—petro- 
chemical, organic, inorganic, and fine chemical fields. A recent project of this 
subsidiary was the design of a $2,500,000 plant, the first to produce zirconium 
and hafnium metals commercially in the Atomic Age. 

In 1952 Rust acquired the franchise to handle a soil compaction process 
called Vibroflotation, and early in 1953 created the Vibroflotation Founda- 
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tion Company. The process enabled Rust to build a $13,000,000 chemical plant 
for the International Minerals and Chemical Corp. in Florida on loose wind- 
blown sands with no support other than the sand itself—compacted by Vibro- 
flotation. Savings: an estimated $250,000. Designed by Rust, this plant was 
another first. In addition to producing phosphate chemicals it is the first plant 
to extract uranium from Florida sands. 

Among the large single projects completed by the Rust orgnaization are the 
$53,000,000 expansion of the granite City Steel Company in Granite City, Illi- 
nois and the $38,000,000 additions to a rayon plant for the American Viscose 
Company at Front Royal, Virginia. 


Rust’s Pittsburgh headquarters has grown from a few rooms in the Farmers 
Bank Building to the six- -story Rust Building at 575 Sixth Avenue, with an 
overflow of personnel into some 30,000 sq. ft. of the Frick Building and 1,500 
sq. ft. of the Plaza Building. About 500 of the 825 salaried employers are 
located in the Pittsburgh office. Another evidence of the company’s growth 
and widespread operations is the annual telephone bill which has crept up in 
48 years from less than $1,000 to more than $115,000. 

Safety minded, the company checks and advises its Field Superintendents, 
who are responsible for safety on the job. Larger projects will sometimes have 
a resident safety 1 Inspector assigned to help. Rust was one of eight of the na- 
tion’s largest engineer-constructors to receive the N.C.A. Award for an out- 
standing safety record in 1952. 


In the years since 1905, the firm and its subsidiaries have completed some 
8,000 contracts in 45 of fife United States, Hawaii, Canada, Mexico, Alaska, 
South America, Europe, South Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and the con- 
tinent of Asia. 


Its engineering staff is composed of chemical, mechanical, electrical, civil 
and architectural designers, engineers, and technical specialists. A large force 
of superintendents and foremen form a field nucleus of experienced specialists 
that round out Rust’s ability to handle projects from economic survey to plant 
start-up in its famed Turn Key Operation that turns over the complete plant 
—already operating—to its management. 


While Pittsburgh, Pa., is the company’s headquarters, complete engineering 
services are also maintained in Birmingham, Ala., with branch offices in New 
York City and Washington, D. C., ath representatives from Coast to Coast in 
the principal U.S. and Canadian cities. 


JOHN N. BERGER 


Backed by its founder’s extensive experience in mechanical engineering and 
industrial administration, the Berger Engineering Company of Pittsburgh has 
grown rapidly since its formation in 1942 and has inspired and guided to com- 
pletion numerous major projects. The founder and president, John N. Berger, 
is one of the leading figures in the field of professional engineering in Western 
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Pennsylvania, with a reputation enhanced by inventions which have con- 
tributed to industrial and commercial progress. 

Born in Timisoara, Western Rumania (then part of the Austrian-Hungarian 
Empire), on July 4, 1892, Mr. Berger is one of the eight children of Joseph 
and Barbara (Lehnert) Berger, who were both members of farm families. The 
father, a building contractor who specialized in homes, died in 1933, at the age 
of 84, the mother in 1926 at the age of 78. Their deaths occurred in Europe. 
Five of their children came to the United States. 


John N. Berger attended school in his native community from 1898 to 1905 
and a Gymnasium in Vienna, the equivalent of our high school, from 1905 to 
1909. For two years he was a student at the Technical School of Vienna. He 
had begun the study of mechanical engineering at the Gymnasium and he con- 
tinued it at the Technical School. Also, he took general courses in mathematics 
and literature. He came to the United States from Vienna in 1911, the last of 
his family to make the journey. 

On April 18, 1911, he arrived in Pittsburgh and soon he was enrolled at the 
Carnegie Institute of Technology. To earn the necessary funds to see him 
through school, he first went to work for the Bernard Gleckner Company, p1o- 
neer dealers in refrigerating equipment in Pittsburgh. Several months later he 
was given a job in the packing department of Spear and Company. In this pe- 
riod he not only worked at his jobs and pursued his studies but also tried to 
complete several inventions. But these latter he was obliged to abandon for 
lack of finances. Among them was an electrically-operated streetcar wind- 
shield wiper, offered to but rejected by the Pittsburgh Railways Company. 
Another was a device which not only automatically changed phonograph 
records but opened the doors of the phonograph and brought out all the rec- 
ords merely by the push of a button in the back of the phonograph cabinet. 
He thus pioneered two mechanisms now in common use but differing some- 
what from his originals. 


After ten months with Spear and Company, Mr. Berger resigned to form a 
partnership with a friend. They operated a retail furniture store in Rankin 
about a year. Early in 1912, some time after the partnership had been dissolved, 
Mr. Berger was appointed to his first full-time engineering position. This was 
with the Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company, East Pittsburgh. 
His work was that of tracer and detailer, and this too he pioneered for the 
company. The following year he entered the employ of the Union Switch and 
Signal Company, Swissvale, where he was assigned to designing and detailing 
in the production of railway signals. In 1916 and 1917 he was with the Pressed 
Steel Car Company, McKees Rocks, designing dies for the production of rail- 
road equipment. 

In the World War I period, 1917-1918, he was a designing engineer for the 
Lewis Foundry and Machine Company, Groveton, after which he served with 
the firm of Julian Kennedy, Pittsburgh, as service engineer, designing and su- 
pervising the installation of large open-hearth furnaces. Subsequently, he was 
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plant engineer for the Pittsburgh Crucible Steel Company, Midland. In 1919, 
Mr. Berger left Pittsburgh Crucible Steel to associate himself with the United 
Engineering and Foundry Company, Pittsburgh. In the first four of his ten 
years with the company, he specialized in the design of rolling-mill machinery 
and auxiliary equipment. In some instances he was required to design entire 
plants, which are still operating, in Pennsylvania, Ohio and New York. In the 
final six years he was assistant to the chief proposal engineer, assigned to super- 
vision of plant layouts and specifications for equipment. 

In 1930, Mr. Berger, who had long before become an American citizen, 
went to Europe as an American Consulting Engineer on steel plant and equip- 
ment. When he returned to the United States in 1936 he resumed his associa- 
tion with the United Engineering and Foundry Company. He was given a 
new post, that of hydraulic and lubricating engineer, and his duties consisted 
chiefly of consultation and recommending the correct type of equipment for 
the various machines designed and built by the company. 

He remained with United Engineering and Foundry until he established 
the Berger Engineering Company in 1942, a corporation of which he has been 
president and treasurer since its founding. This enterprise, at first headquar- 
tered in his own home, later occupied offices in the Standard Life Building 
and the entire fourth floor of the Hartley Building. In 1947, he moved the 
headquarters to a building located at 411-413 Boulevard of the Allies. He had 
purchased it in 1945 and named it the John N. Berger Building. The structure, 
a landmark because of its unusual design, was razed in 1951 because it stood 
on part of the site selected by the Pittsburgh Public Parking Authority for 
the now-famed center-of-town parking garage. Mr. Berger then moved his 
firm’s offices to their present location, 333 Boulevard of the Allies. He serves 
an ever-growing list of clients—corporate and individual—in consulting and 
planning capacities. 

Mr. Berger married (first) Elizabeth Strunk in Pittsburgh on August 4, 1915. 
Six children were born to the marriage—Elsie Christina, Charles Victor, Muil- 
dred June, Lillian Elizabeth, Dorothy Marie and John Oliver Berger. Both 
the sons served in the United States Air Force in the World War II-Korean 
War period. Mr. Berger married (second) Lucille Marian Hillegas on June 
22, 1945. Mrs. Berger, formerly of Berlin, Somerset County, Pennsylvania, had 
been making her home in Pittsburgh prior to the marriage. She shares with 
her husband a love of good music, especially opera, and of the other arts. 

Mr. Berger has two special hobbies, among many—one 1s freehand sketching, 
the other is singing in his tenor voice. Through the latter he collaborated in 
the arrangement of several songs which were copyrighted and are on file with 
this government agency in Washington, D. C. Activity in professional organ- 
izations may also be called one of his hobbies. He is a member of the Associa- 
tion of Iron and Steel Engineers, the American Welding Society, the Cleve- 
land Engineering Society and the Pennsylvania and National Societies of Pro- 
fessional Engineers. He served as chairman of the meeting committee of the 
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Pittsburgh Chapter of the Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers. 
Also, he 1s a member of the Pittsburgh Athletic Association and the Ambassa- 
dor Club of Pittsburgh, and the Rotary Club of Pittsburgh. Mr. Berger 1s also 
a firm believer in the fact that the United States of America is the only country 
in the world that offers real freedom and is the land of opportunity. A firm be- 
liever in the Golden Rule, he is known to intimates and associates as “Honest 
John,” and this is perhaps one of the clues to his outstanding success in a most 


difficult field. 


CLIFFORD FRANK McWILLIAMS, JR. 


The Borough of Pleasant Hills is one of Allegheny County’s fastest-growing 
communities. And it is probably no exaggeration to say that one of the rea- 
sons for this is Clifford Frank McWilliams, Jr. Mr. McWilliams is giving the 
community direction in many ways, principally as land developer and home 
builder. He is also one of the “boro fathers” and a leader in virtually every 
important civic and religious organization. A founder of Park Builders, Inc., 
he 1s now vice-president and secretary of that Pleasant Hills firm. 

Wilkinsburg was his birthplace. Born on July 12, 1905, he is the son of 
Clifford Frank and Ida A. (Cottrell) McWilliams. Both parents were also 
born in Pennsylvania, the father at Manor. The builder’s paternal grand- 
mother, Ella E. McWilliams, celebrated her 96th birthday in 1953. Mr. Mc- 
Williams completed his education at Carnegie Institute of Technology, which 
he attended for two years. In those two years he not only achieved in scholar- 
ship but also played varsity tennis and was active in Theta Xi Fraternity and 
the Druid Honorary Society. 


Mr. McWilliams began his career in salesmanship, working, successively 
and successfully, for Standard Portland Cement Company, Cleveland, Ohio; 
City Coal and Supply Company and C. C. Devore Lumber Company, fieee 
two being headquartered in Meadville, Pennsylvania. He then went to Detroit, 
Michigan, as assistant sales manager for The Insulite Company and, subequent- 
ly, returned to Philadelphia as district sales manager for the Modern Homes 
Division of Sears, Roebuck and Company. Later, he was sales manager for the 
E. E. Olsen Construction Company in Pittsburgh. From this post he helped 
found Park Builders, Inc., which concentrates on land development and home 
construction in Pleasant Hills and which has also built some of the larger com- 
mercial structures in and near that borough. A fellow vice-president in the 
company is Henry P. Larson, whose biography appears elsewhere in this his- 
tory; fuller details of Park Builders, Inc., may be found in an account under 
the firm name. The firm’s office is at 29 Old Clairton Road, Pleasant Hills. 

Mr. McWilliams married Elizabeth J. Wright, daughter of John W. and 
Ella (Moyer) Wright, in Youngstown, Ohio, on December 31, 1927. Like her 
husband, Mrs. McWilliams is prominent in borough affairs, being especially 
active in the Girl Scout movement and in the Pleasant Hills Community 
Church. The interest in the Girl Scouts stems partly from the fact that the 
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McWilliamses have a daughter, Jean Ann. They are also the parents of an 
older child, John Wright McWilliams, who in 1953 took the degree of Bach- 
elor of Science at Cornell University. The McWilliams home is at 116 East 
Bruceton Road, Pleasant Hills. 

Mr. McWilliams is one of the original members of the Borough Council of 
Pleasant Hills and in 1953 was the Borough Vice-President. He is a past presi- 
dent of the Lions Club of Pleasant Hills and of the board of trustees of the 
Pleasant Hills Community Church. In 1953, he was serving as president of the 
Home Builders Association of Metropolitan Pittsburgh, an indication of his 
standing in that field. He is also active in Masonic circles, being a member of 
such bodies as the Pleasant Hills Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; 
the Allegheny Consistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and Syria 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He votes Repub- 
lican and his favorite game 1s golf. His prominence as a county figure is con- 
stantly growing. 


HENRY P. LARSON 


As large and populous as Allegheny County may be, and as active as its 
building industry has become, yet there are only a comparatively few out- 
standing personalities in that industry. Among them is Henry P. Larson, vice- 
president and treasurer of Park Builders, Inc. This is the firm which has been 
developing residential and commercial property in the Borough of Pleasant 
Hills and which in the course of its successful life has erected more than 600 
structures. Mr. Larson does not confine himself to his construction interests, 
for he finds time to give leadership in the educational field and in real estate, 
fraternal and service organizations. 

Born at Austin, Potter County, Pennsylvania, on January 17, 1905, Mr. 
Larson is the son of Edwin S. and Ida J. (Anderson) Larson and, like so many 
other leading construction men, is of Scandinavian descent. His father, born 
in Norunga, Sweden, is a farmer. Henry Larson directed his studies toward 
the legal profession and took both the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bach- 
elor of Laws at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis. He was admitted 
to the Minnesota State Bar in September, 1933. However, his entire career has 
been in construction. He was secretary of the E. E. Olsen Construction Com- 
pany, at first headquartered in Pittsburgh, then secretary of the Pleasant Hills 
Corporation, which also maintained head offices in the metropolis. Later he 
was secretary-treasurer of the Ridgemont Company, Pittsburgh, but since 
January, 1946, when Park Builders, Inc., was incorporated, he has been vice- 
president and treasurer of that concern. The offices are at 29 Old Clairton 
Road, Pleasant Hills. Associated with Mr. Larson in the direction of the com- 
pany is Clifford Frank McWilliams, Jr., whose life story appears elsewhere in 
these pages, as does a separate account of the firm itself. 

On June 15, 1935, at Minneapolis, Mr. Larson married Myrtle J. Jorgensen, 
daughter of the Reverend Christian J. and Mattie Jorgensen. They have one 
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daughter, Aileen J. Larson, who was born in 1940, and reside at 237 Capitol 
Drive, Pleasant Hills. The family worships in the Pleasant Hills Community 
Presbyterian Church. Both Mr. and Mrs. Larson are active in this church, Mr. 
Larson being a member of the Board of Trustees. Mrs. Larson, who is public 
relations director of the Pennsylvania State Association for Adult Education in 
the Pittsburgh District, serves on the board of directors of the Pleasant Hills 
Library Association, which operates the Public Library in that Borough, and 
is vice-president of the Allegheny County Council of Parent-Teachers Asso- 
clations. 

Besides his church office, Mr. Larson, who is a Republican, also serves as a 
director of the West Jefferson Hills School District, comprising the Boroughs 
of West Elizabeth, Jefferson and Pleasant Hills. He is active in the Pittsburgh 
Real Estate Board, a charter member of the Lions Club of Pleasant Hills and 
the Pleasant Hills Lodge, No. 759, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, Con- 
sistory and Shrine. He is widely acknowledged in the county as a man whose 
contribution to development is of outstanding character. 


PARK BUILDERS, INC. 


In the development of the Borough of Pleasant Hills one organization has 
long played an outstanding part—Park Builders, Inc., and its predecessor con- 
cern, the E. EF. Olsen Construction Company. Three well known citizens of 
Allegheny County guide this important firm—Henry P. Larson, as vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer; Clifford McWilliams, Jr., as vice-president and secretary, 
and O. V. Johnson, as construction superintendent and assistant secretary and 
assistant treasurer. 

While the firm has concentrated on the development of land for residential 
purposes and on home construction, it has also built large commercial struc- 
tures. Its field of operations has been almost entirely the Borough of Pleasant 
Hills, where it has maintained head offices at 29 Old Clairton Road since its 
formation. The company, succeeding the Olsen firm, was incorporated under 
the laws of Pennsylvania in January, 1946. From the days when it operated 
under the Olsen name to the present (early 1954) it has erected more than 600 
homes and commercial buildings. Forty persons are now employed by the 
firm, which is a member of the Home Builders Association of Metropolitan 
Pittsburgh. Some measure of the strength of an organization may be gained 
from a study of its leading officials. On other pages will be found separate re- 
views of the lives of both Mr. Larson and Mr. McWilliams. They and the firm 
enjoy the highest prestige in the building industry in the county. 


STEPHEN CATARINELLA 


Under the skillful and far-seeing eye of Stephen Catarinella, construction, 
chiefly of homes, is receiving much impetus in Western Pennsylvania. One 
community after another, including Pittsburgh itself and a large segment of 
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Allegheny County, is witnessing the quick rise of dwellings and other struc- 
tures. Mr. Catarinella has operated under various firm names. His present one 
is Catranel Construction Company. 

Mr. Catarinella, who was born in Lavello, Italy, on July 13, 1897, the son 
of Mauro and Mary Lucia (Gentile) Catarinella, came to the United States in 
1914. In Italy he attended grade school and spent three years at a technical 
school on a level equivalent to our high school. It did not take him long to be- 
come a full-fledged and enthusiastic American, nor to adopt American ap- 
proaches to personal and community problems. Untul 1925 he was engaged in 
construction work as an employee of others. In that year he went into home 
construction on his own, under the name of Stephen Catarinella. Later he 
changed the firm name to Stevens Construction Company. In 1947 he perma- 
nently adopted the name Catranel Construction Company. 

In his three decades as a builder Mr. Catarinella has erected several thou- 
sand homes for private clients. Some of his larger developments include: City 
of Pittsburgh, 150 homes; Leesdale, 130; McKeesport, 300; Borough of 
Churchill, 130; Wilkins Township, 350; Borough of Baldwin, 146, and Bor- 
ough of Pleasant Hills, 50. Mr. Catarinella’s activities are by no means con- 
fined to Pennsylvania. He operates as far off as Florida, where in 1953 he was 
completing a large hotel requiring the steady employment of one hundred 
persons and many more from time to time. He is active in the Home Builders 
Association of Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Catarinella was married in December, 1923. He and Mrs. Catarinella 
have a son and daughter: I. Roland Catarinella, born in 1925. A graduate of 
the United States Military Academy at West Point, he was a top ranking foot- 
ball player there. In a game in 1946, he received a permanent leg injury, which 
resulted in his release to civilian life upon his graduation, which occurred that 
year. He is now in business with his father. He married Dorothy Spano and 
they are the parents of two children: Stephen Roland Catarinella and Dorothy 
Catarinella. 2. Lillian J., a graduate of Waynesburg College. She was married 
to Robert Houston in April, 1952. The Catarinella home is at 2270 William 
Penn Highway. 

Mr. Catarinella was himself in the United States Army. His service, of sev- 
eral months’ duration, was in World War I, up to the signing of the Armistice 
in November, 1918. Travel is his favorite recreation. Of average build, Mr. 
Catarinella is of jovial and friendly disposition. This, as well as his success as a 
builder, has made him a prominent figure in Allegheny County. 


EUGENE FRANCIS CASSIDY 


Long experience in the general contracting and land development businesses 
has made Eugene Francis Cassidy an outstanding citizen in Allegheny County. 
He is the president of two firms in this field and a partner in a third. He ts 
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also a leader in the home building trade organization of the county, in his 
church and in lay Catholic affairs. 

Mr. Cassidy, born at Hastings, Cambria County, on June 11, 1911, is the 
son of Thomas and Regina (Walters) Cassidy. His father, who was born in 
the same county on September 19, 1886, was a carpenter. The mother was also 
a native of Pennsylvania, the daughter of Michael and Elizabeth Walters. Mr. 
Cassidy received his entire education at St. Anne’s Parochial School at Castle 
Shannon. 


For some years after leaving school he worked in various phases of the con- 
struction trade. In 1938, he began his career as a general contractor. Ten years 
later he organized E. F. Cassidy, Inc., a general contracting and land develop- 
ment firm. This was formed in Pittsburgh on April 18, 1948, with Mr. Cassidy 
as president and treasurer and his wife as vice-president and secretary. The 
firm made its headuarters at 2856 Ardsley Avenue until December 1, 1950, but 
since then has operated from 3829 Willow Avenue, Castle Shannon. It belongs 
to the Allegheny County Home Builders Association and the Castle Shannon 
Business Men’s Association. In 1951, Mr. Cassidy organized the Castle Crest 
Development Company, of which he has also been president from the begin- 
ning. He is a partner in the third firm, Cassidy Realty Company, formed in 
1950. A few of the developments Mr. Cassidy has built are, Rutherford Acres 
in Upper St. Clair with over 80 homes, Greenridge Village in Castle Shannon 
with 90 homes, Castle Crest in Castle Shannon with 120 homes already built 
and 100 more planned. He has also built many others on a contract basis. 

Mrs. Cassidy is the former Helen G. Hobson, daughter of Thomas W. and 
Nellie Hobson. She and Mr. Cassidy were married in Pittsburgh on March 25, 
1940, and they have two sons and a daughter—Eugene Francis Cassidy, Jr., 
Richard Thomas Cassidy and Janet Louise Cassidy. Their home 1s at 4215 
Greenridge Road. The family worships in St. Anne’s Catholic Church, Castle 
Shannon. Mrs. Cassidy is active in all the church societies, the Christian Mothers 
and the Congress of Clubs. 

Mr. Cassidy serves as treasurer of the Parent-Teachers Association of St. 
Anne’s School. He is one of the prime figures in the Allegheny County Home 
Builders Association, having served as its secretray in 1949 and treasurer in 
1950. He is also active in the Rotary Club of Castle Shannon; the Allegheny 
Council, Knights of Columbus; the Holy Name Society and the Mount Leb- 
anon Country Club. He is a Democrat and his favorite recreations are golf, 
baseball, football and hockey. He is one of the builders of Allegheny County 


in more ways than one. 


ROBERT A. CUMMINGS, JR. 


Two generations have made the Cummings name an outstanding one in the 
field of engineering. Robert A. Cummings, Jr., the second generation, has made 
his reputation in structural and mechanical design for large industrial corpora- 
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tions and various State governments and has materially forwarded develop- 
ments on many levels of present-day activity. He is the founder and head of 
Robert A. Cummings, Jr., and Associates, 239 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Cummings’ father, a native of Fakenham, England, 1s a nationally prom- 
inent consulting engineer, the founder and head of his own firm, also head- 
quartered in Pittsburgh. Now one of the oldest living members of the Amer- 
ican Society of Civil Engineers, he is a former vice-president and director of 
that professional group. His wife is the former Eloise Hood, a native of Mary- 
land and daughter of General and Mrs. John Mifflin Hood. Her father was 
president of the Western Maryland Railroad for twenty-eight years and of 
the United Railway and Electric Company, Baltimore, for four years. 

Robert A. Cummings, Jr., who was born to Robert and Eloise Cummings on 
November 3, 1893, in Philadelphia, began his education in public school at 
Bellevue, Pennsylvania, in 1900. In 1902 he was transferred to a public school 
in Beaver, Pennsylvania. He continued in Beaver’s elementary and high schools 
until 1909, when he was matriculated at The Hill School at Pottstown. Follow- 
ing his graduation from that institution in 1913, he entered Yale University, 
New Haven, where in 1916 he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Philos- 
ophy at the famed Sheffield Scientific School. At Yale he was elected to Chi 
Phi Fraternity. 

Mr. Cummings’ first position was that of resident engineer with the Cum- 
mings Structural Concrete Company at Chester. He was assigned to the con- 
struction of five reinforced concrete mill buildings for the Scott Paper Com- 
pany. In the World War I period he served with the United States Shipping 
Board asa concrete engineer. He was on the staff of the Concrete Ship Division 
at Philadelphia and worked on the design of various structures and portions of 
concrete ships and tankers, in which many members required design for sec- 
ondary stresses. Returning to Cummings Structural Concrete Company, he was 
attached to the Ithaca, New York, office, where he served as resident engineer 
in charge of the construction of several concrete barges for the United States 
Railroad Administration on the New York Barge Canal. The Electric Weld- 
ing Company, a Pittsburgh concern fabricating steel reinforcement for con- 
crete, was Mr. Cummings’ next afhliation. Here he was production manager in 
charge of shop production and shop efficiency, in close touch with labor costs, 
and also design engineer on miscellaneous reinforced concrete structures and 
buildings. He left this concern to go to Hamilton, Bermuda, as executive en- 
gineer in charge of construction for the Bermuda Railway Company. He was 
chief expediter in the procurement of labor and materials and served as land 
agent, in cooperation with others, in the purchase of the company’s right-of- 
way; in addition, he was a director of the company. 

His next step was to return to Pittsburgh and join his father’s consulting en- 
gineering organization. His work was mainly that of research engineer and 
he was active in the preparation of an economic survey of transportation re- 
quirements in Puerto Rico, in the preparation of an economic survey of indus- 
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trial opportunities in Puerto Rico, with a proposal for specific new industries 
and affiliated subsidiaries, determinations and locations of present and future 
markets, and on laboratory tests and patent search in the United States and 
Europe 1 in a solidification process for consolidating sands and gravels in nee 
neering foundations. When he left the office of Robert A. Cummings, Sr., 
1936 it was to organize Robert A. Cummings, Jr., and Associates. Through 
this organization he has been engaged in a general practice of civil and mechan- 
ical engineering and in structural and mechanical design for over 500 separate 
jobs, including engineering service to such industrial companies as Carnegie- 
Illinois Steel Corporation, Jones & Laughlin Steel Corporation, Allegheny 
Ludlum Company, Pennsylvania Railroad, Pittsburgh & Lake Erie Railroad, 
Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, William Penn Railways, American Bridge Com- 
pany, Pennsylvania Turnpike Commission, Pennsylvania Transformer Com- 
pany and Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Corporation and in 1953 
was engaged in aerial surveys for state roads for the States of Pennsylvania and 
Kentucky and for such power and pipeline companies as West Penn Power 
Company, Westmoreland Coal Company, American Gas & Electric Company, 
Eastern Gas & Fuel Associates, Boone County Coal Corporation, and others. 
He 1s a member of the University Club of Pittsburgh, the Harvard-Yale-and- 
Princeton Club of Pittsburgh and the Yale Club of New York. He served as 
an auxiliary vestryman at Calvary Episcopal Church and resides at 5911 Elgin 
Avenue. Photography i is his hobby. Asa consulting engineer he has had a hand 
in the conception and materialization of projects which have proved of utmost 
importance in the nation’s economic progress. 


GEOFFREY G. BEARD 


The contribution those of Scottish birth and descent have made to Pitts- 
burgh and Allegheny County—not to mention the rest of the United States— 
is indelibly recorded in history. A special contribution has been made by them 
in industry, particularly in the iron and steel world. One Scotsman now an 
adopted American who has long been an important figure in that world is 
Geoffrey G. Beard, president of the United Engineering and Foundry Com- 
pany, with head offices at 948 Fort Duquesne Blvd. Mr. Beard knows his busi- 
ness from the mining of the ore to the production of the finished product and 
is noted for his achievements in industrial and mining research, having twice 
been the recipient of special awards. 


Born in Scotland on July 4, 1904, he is the son of Herbert and Agnes (Mac- 
donald) Beard. He attended Merchiston Castle School, Edinburgh, from 1917 
to 1921, following which he entered the Royal Technical College at Glasgow, 
from which he was graduated in mechanical engineering in 1925 and where 
he was admitted an Associate of the College in 1926. In 1926, he was attached 
to the Royal School of Mines of London as a research engineer for the British 
Ministry of Mines into the problems of safety in underground mine workings. 
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In 1927 he came to the United States (he was naturalized in 1934) and imme- 
diately joined the drafting staff of the United Engineering and Foundry Com- 
pany in Pittsburgh. In 1930 he was promoted from draftsman to engineer and 
in 1935 to manager of the proposal department. In 1943 he was made vice- 
president and sales engineer and in 1946 executive vice-president. He was 
elected a member of the board of directors in 1950 and president in 1952. He 
is also chairman of two of the companies’ subsidiaries—Lobdell-United Co., 
Wilmington, Del., and Stedman Foundry & Machine Co., Aurora, Ind. He is a 
director of Adamson-United Co., Akron, Ohio, and Continental Steel Co., 
Kokomo, Ind. The story of this company 1s told separately elsewhere in these 
pages. 

Mr. Beard married Gwendoline Amy Love in Pittsburgh on June 17, 1930, 
and they are the parents of Marjorie Mary, Marcia May and Madeline Mac- 
donald Beard. Their home is at 811 Ridgeview Drive. They worship in the 
Episcopal Church where Mr. Beard 1s director of Religious Education, and 
vote the Republican ticket. 


Indicative of Mr. Beard’s standing in his field is the award to him in the Brit- 
ish Isles of the Montgomery Neilson Medal and the James Riley Medal for 
original research. He 1s a registered Professional Engineer, and is a member of 
the M.A.P.T. Executive Committee. He is now a member of the Association 
of Iron and Steel Engineers, the Society of Engineers of Western Pennsylva- 
nia, American raeticge: of Mechanical Engineers, the Pennsylvania State 
Chamber of Commerce, the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce and the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Youngstown, Ohio. He is an associate member of the 
American [ron and Steel Institute, and a member of the British Iron and Steel 
Institute. He also belongs to the Engineers Club of New York, the Sales Exec- 
utives Club of Pittsburgh, the Duquesne Club, the Pittsburgh Athletic Club, 
St. Clair Country Club, the Youngstown Club, and The Newcomen Society of 
England in America. He is truly an international figure in his field. 


STANDARD BOILER & PLATE IRON COMPANY and 
THE BRASSERT CORPORATION 


In so highly industrialized an area as Pittsburgh-Allegheny County two con- 
cerns like The Standard Boiler and Plate Iron Company and The Brassert 
Corporation meet extraordinary demands and make important contributions 
to the economy. Interlocked through kindred or complementary activities as 
well as leadership, these two firms have long been prominent members of the 
industrial community and have served territories lying far beyond Pennsyl- 
vania’s borders. 

The Standard Boiler and Plate Iron Company 1 1S engaged 1 in plate and struc- 
tural fabricating. The Brassert Corporation in engineering and contracting for 
the iron and steel industry. Subsidiaries of these companies are the Niles Con- 
struction Co. who do the actual construction work, and the Furnace Engi- 
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neers, Inc., specialists in large industrial furnaces. The Standard, founded in 
1906 at Niles, Ohio, established executive offices in Pittsburgh on April 16, 
1951. The Brassert Corporation, founded in Pittsburgh at a later date, and is 
the successor to H. A. Brassert & Co. of New York City, but moved its head 
offices to Pittsburgh in October, 1950. Now both firms maintain headquar- 
ters in the Union National Bank. 


The Standard’s founders were E. J. Job, H. M. Unger, C. F. Swaney, W 
G. Duck, E. A. Gilbert, and D. J. Finney; The Brassert Corporation’s founder 
was C. A. Brassert, long so prominent in the industry. Mr. Brassert is president 
of all four companies and S. B. Pfahl is secretary-treasurer and W. A. Smith 
is vice- -president. Serving with them as officials of The Standard are E. A. 
Olenik, vice- president, and May B. Sweeney, assistant secretary-treasurer. 
Their official associates in The Brassert Corporation are Bernard Phillips, vice- 
president, and Virginia H. Petrie, secretary. Though little known to the gen- 
eral lay public, both corporations enjoy the highest prestige in the industrial 
world due to the invaluable services they have been rendering. 


CHARLES ALEXANDER BRASSERT 


A name known throughout the iron and steel industry, particularly in the 
fabrication phase, is that of Charles Alexander Brassert, who has been active 
in the industry for more than three decades. As president and a director of the 
Standard Boiler and Plate Iron Company and a director of five other leading 
companies, he is participating in the program which is maintaining the su- 
premacy of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County in iron and steel manufacture 
and processing. 

A native of Pittsburgh, Mr. Brassert is the son of Herman A. Brassert, who 
preceded him in the industry, and Sarah Maury (Childs) Brassert. ‘The father, 
who was born in London, England, came to the United States at an early age 
and in time became an important figure in the steel industry. The mother, a 
native American, was the daughter of William Ward and Mary Fairfax (Berk- 
eley) Childs. 

Charles A. Brassert attended Culver Military Academy and Northwestern 
University. In 1924 he entered the employ of Inland Steel Company. He rose 
steadily in responsibility until he became superintendent of the plate mill. He 
resigned in 1940 to join his father in the operation of H. A. Brassert and Com- 
pany. As assistant to the president he worked for that concern in 1940 and 
1941, but in the latter year left to assume a vice-presidency at the Canonsburg 
Steel and Iron Works, where he remained until 1945. He was in charge of 
operations. In 1945 he returned to H. A. Brassert and Company as vice-presi- 
dent and subsequently in 1951 the president of The Standard Boiler and Plate 
Iron Company, which position he now holds. He serves on the boards of direc- 
tors of Standard, Niles Construction Company, Webrib Steel Corporation, 
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Concrete Silo Corporation, Michigan Silo Company and Buffalo Sintering 
Corporation. 

On July 1, 1931, in New York City, Mr. Brassert married Elsa Eberson, 
the daughter of John and Beatrice Eberson. Mrs. Brassert, whose major inter- 
est outside her husband, home and children is music, is well known in the city 
for her work with the Pittsburgh Symphony Association and the Pittsburgh 
Opera Guild. The Brasserts have three sons—Charles Alexander Brassert, Jr., 
Maury Eberson Brassert and John Herman Brassert. Their home is in the 
Schenley Apartments and they worship at Calvary Episcopal Church, Oak- 
land. Mr. Brassert, who is active in this church, is also a member of the Du- 
quesne Club, Pittsburgh Athletic Association and the Longue Vue Club. Five 
feet eleven inches tall, weighing 180 pounds, with blue eyes and brown hair, 
his friends and associates know him as personable and congenial and the indus- 
try as a whole looks upon him as an influential member. 


CHARLES J. RICHTER, Ii 


A specialist in the design and construction of glass plants, Charles J. Richter, 
III, is noted for his development of a method of wave or surface distortion 
elimination from window glass, for the redesigning of poorly engineered win- 
dow glass plants in foreign countries and for his modernization in the glass in- 
dustry. He is the founder and president of Glass Engineers, Inc., with head- 
quarters at 1301 Clark Building. 

Born in St. Louis on May 19, 1894, Mr. Richter is the son of Charles J. 
Richter, II, and Alma (Martin) Richter, both also natives of Missouri. His 
grandfather, Charles J. Richter, I, was a prominent Middle Westerner, as was 
his father. The present Mr. Richter received his education in his native state. 
After attending elementary and high school in St. Louis, he prepared for his 
profession at the University of Missouri, receiving the degree of Bachelor of 
Science in Chemical Engineering. He holds No. 13046 as a Registered Pro- 
fessional Engineer of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 


Mr. Richter came to Pittsburgh after taking his engineering degree. Here 
he became associated with The Koppers Company, which at that time spe- 
cialized in by-product coke oven plants. After three years with Koppers, Mr. 
Richter transferred to the American Steel and Wire Company, a subsidiary 
of the United States Steel Corporation, in the capacity of fuel and combustion 
engineer. 


From the steel industry he entered the glass industry as an engineer for the 
Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass Company at Toledo, Ohio. In his time with L-O-F 
he went through all the experimental work on laminated or safety glass, heat- 
treated glass and Thermopane. His extensive experience with this company 
also included the design and construction of furnaces, batch systems, producer 
glass plants, conversion fuel problems, the melting and production of window 


glass and plate glass and the grinding and polishing of plate glass. He was later 
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made manager of the plant which L-O-F erected in Ottawa, Illinois, for the 
production of plate glass using the Pilkington process. 


From Illinois Mr. Richter moved to Clarksburg, West Virginia, where he 
assumed the duties of director of research for the Fourco Glass Company, the 
parent company of The Rolland Glass Company, the Adamston Flat Glass 
Company, the Harding Glass Company and the Blackford Window Glass 
Company. It was in the course of his association with this group of concerns 
that he developed many improvements in the quality and more efficient meth- 
ods of production in the manufacture of window glass. 


On leaving these concerns, Mr. Richter entered the pressed ware and con- 
tainer industry, becoming chief engineer of the furnace division of the Anchor- 
Hocking Glass Corporation of Lancaster, Ohio. In this capacity he was in 
charge of design, erection and operation of all furnaces in the company’s six 
different plants. Included in his duties was the supervision of stand-by fuel in- 
stallations such as producer gas, oil, propane and butane and also moderniza- 
tion of batch plants. 


Since leaving the Anchor-Hocking corporation he has been a private con- 
sultant to the glass industry, which has called on him on numerous occasions 
to provide engineering service. Realizing the necessity of a competent glass 
engineering company with background in actual and practical experience, he 
formed Glass Engineers, Inc., a Pennsylvania corporation, on May 19, 1947. 
The firm employs four engineering draftsmen and one outside construction 
supervisor who are all thoroughly experienced glass plant engineers. At the 
firm’s disposal are Fourcault machine operators, melting furnace operators, 
batch mixing plant chemists and construction men. 


Besides a great deal of consulting work, in the United States and in many 
foreign countries, the firm has designed, erected and put into operation sev- 
eral container plants, rolled figure glass plants and redesigned a variety of win- 
dow glass plants in foreign countries, supplying its “Hinkle type” machines 
(named for the firm’s vice-president, Leslie A. Hinkle) as well as automatic 
cutoff machines, border stretchers, wave or surface distortion elimination 
equipment and other apparatus. Glass Engineers, Inc., has also modernized 
batch handling and mixing plants, conveying systems, raw material prepara- 
tion systems and others. 


Mr. Richter married Hazel Arner, a native of Canfield, Ohio, and daughter 
of Raymond and Norah Arner. They have two children—Charles A., born on 
March 25, 1947, and Susan Alice, born on February 16, 1950. They reside at 
Allison Park. Mr. Richter is well known in the fraternal world as well as the 
engineering. He is a member of the American Ceramic Society, the Associa- 
tion of Iron and Steel Engineers and The American Military Engineers, and 
also of various Masonic bodies, including the Allegheny Consistory, Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite, in which he has advanced to the thirty-second 
degree, and of Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
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Shrine, and the Pittsburgh Lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
A large share of credit for progress in the art of glass making, especially in the 
perfection of safety features, is rightfully and admittedly his. 


LOUIS WILLIAM MOLNAR 


Someday, perhaps, Louis William Molnar will be known as one of the pio- 
neers of the borough of Bethel, Mt. Lebanon and Peters Township as he has 
been for many years one of the leaders responsible for the progress of real 
estate dev elopment i in this area. He is also prominently identified in the insur- 
ance business, and has given stimulus to many civic projects. As a real estate 
operator and insurance broker, he heads a variety of corporations in the devel- 
opment and construction fields. His headquarters are at 603 Washington Road, 
Mt. Lebanon. 

Born in Michel, British Columbia, Canada, on November 20, 1918, the son 
of Julius and Elizabeth Molnar, Louis William Molnar came to the United 
States at an early age and grew up both near and in the area which has pro- 
gressed so rapidly i in recent years. After attending grade school, he went to 
Bethel High School and after beginning his career in the business world con- 
tinued his education in the night sessions of Duquesne University and the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh. This activity he supplemented with correspondence 
courses in business administration and with special courses in real estate. 

From 1927 to 1929 Mr. Molnar was employed in the accounting and sales 
departments of the Carbo-Hydrogen Company of Pittsburgh. From 1930 to 
1932 he was employed by the American Oil Company. In 1932 he opened his 
own insurance agency, also in Pittsburgh, and for two years wrote policies 
only for the State Auto Insurance Company. In 1934 he expanded his business 
to include life, accident and most other forms of insurance and in the same 
year he made his first assay in the field of real estate. This was in the form of a 
purchase of a piece of property for investment purposes. Within fifteen years 
he had large holdings in both developed and undeveloped land and in 1945 he 
obtained the first remodeling permit in the Pittsburgh area issued after Amer- 
ican entry in World War II. The permit enabled him to modernize a down- 
town building he had managed for several years. 


Mr. Molnar was well launched in both the insuranec and real estate business 
when, on November 20, 1937, he married Loretta M. Schindler. They now 
reside at 111 Cedar Boulevard, Mt. Lebanon, and have three children—Mary 
Lou, born on September 27, 1939; Diane L., born on February 8, 1942, and 
Louis William, born on April 14, 1949. Another son who had also been named 
Louis William and who was born on January 18, 1947, died in early infancy. 
The family worships in the Mt. Lebanon Methodist Church and all members, 
down to the youngest, share Mr. Molnar’s interest in sports. 


It was in 1947 that Mr. Molnar broke ground for the first real estate develop- 
ment in Bethel Borough. The following year, 1948, he formed the Southmoor 
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Corporation, a developing company with extensive acreage for real estate 
developments in Bethel Borough and Peters Township. In 1951, he organized 
Molboro, Inc., which now owns more than 105 acres of land destined for in- 
tensive development in Mt. Lebanon. Mr. Molnar is president of all these cor- 
porations, as well as L. W. Molnar and Company, his insurance firm. He has 
bought or sold more acreage for home development than any other realtor in 
his area. He is active in the Rotary Club of Pittsburgh and in the Pittsburgh 
Real Estate Board. His intense interest, and willingness to cooperate in any 
civic project for the betterment of a large section of Allegheny County has 
won him a position of great prestige here. 


FRED CALDARELLI, SR. 


Scattered around Allegheny County and beyond are structures of various 
types—adding not only to the beauty of the landscape but meeting urgent 
needs—which have been built by one of Pennsylvania’s best known construc- 
tion and development firms. The structures are residential, commercial, fra- 
ternal, and virtually of every other type and the famed company responsible 
for them is Fred Caldarelli and Sons, Inc., with headquarters on May Street, 
North Bessemer. In this business long before the firm was founded, Fred Cal- 
darelli, Sr., its co-founder, is a man whose reputation embraces many fields. 
As a business man, he also operate Freddy’s Lumber and Supply, Inc., also in 
North Bessemer. He is a prominent civic leader, Republican and Presbyterian 
churchman. 

Born in Blysdale on August 14, 1898, Mr. Caldarelli is the son of Samuel 
and Evelyn (Dalouisio) Caldarelli. His father, a miner born in Saint Stefan, 
Italy, was descended from the ancient and noble Sicilian House of Caldarera. 
The family’s roots, from antiquity, were in Lombardy, but were transplanted 
to Sicily under Count Ruggero. The first of the family in Sicily was Roberto 
Caldarelli. The family name is inscribed in the “Mastre Nobile” of Caltagirone. 
The noble Caldarelli, until ancient times, had their own coat of arms, of which 
the heraldic description is: gules with a handled kettle surmounted by three 
stars ordered in fess in the chief, the whole of gold. 

Fred Caldarelli, Sr., was educated in Penn Township, where he attended 
the Jefferson, Washington and Universal schools. For a time he worked for 
the New York and Cleveland Gas Coal Company, the Universal Portland 
Cement Company, the Newfield By-Products Coal Company and the W. J. 
Donough Lumber Company. In 1922, he and his wife Elsie founded the busi- 
nesses now called Fred Caldarelli and Sons, Inc., and Freddy’s Lumber and 
Supply, Inc. 

The building and developing firm and the lumber and builders supply busi- 
ness, working side by side, have made an important contribution to the growth 
of Allegheny County and both have grown tremendously since their estab- 
lishment. In the first years the firm now bearing the entire family name built 
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a shoemaker shop in Unity and a few homes in North Bessemer and Universal. 
Later twenty-five homes were built for the W. J. Donough Lumber Com- 
pany in various parts of Pittsburgh and suburbs. Among non-residential struc- 
tures built by Caldarelli and Sons is the Moose Temple in Universal and the 
famed Davidson Portable School Room. The firm also built the first ten 
homes in Sampson Acres for Orien Sampson, then erected about fifty homes 
at Rosedale Heights. It developed Elfred Gardens, Rosedale, with more than 
200 homes, and Bonnie Acres, North Bessemer, with 83 homes. 

Mr. Caldarelli married Elsie Blanche Sutton, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Sutton, in Pittsburgh on October 9, 1917. Mrs. Caldarelli, aside from being 
secretary-treasurer of the two businesses and from making a home and bring- 
ing up many children, is one of the most active women in Penn Township. She 
is a member of the Parent-Teacher Associations of various schools, of a group 
of organizations associated with Unity United Presbyterian Church of North 
Bessemer and of the Plum Creek Valley Women’s Club. Ten children were 
born to the Caldarellis. The first, Harry Samuel Caldarelli, died at a young 
age. [he others are Loretta E. Caldarelli; Bonnie M., wife of Chester B. Byers; 
Fred Caldarelli, Jr., who married Sarah Morgan and is the father of Barbara 
Lee Caldarelli and Fred Caldarelli, HI; June E., wife of Alexander Kegges, 
Jr.; Phyllis L., the wife of Robert H. Sache: Elsie B., the wife of William A. 
Veitch and eerie of William Dennis Veirch; Shirley J. McMillan, the wife 
of John G. McMillan and mother of Sharon Ann McMillan, and Stanley S. 
and Jeanne Ann Caldarelli. The family home is on May Street, North Besse- 
mer. 

Not only the sons but the daughters also are members of the Caldarelli cor- 
porations. ‘Aside from the senior Mr. Caldarelli as president, and Mrs. Calder- 
elli as secretary-treasurer, the officers are: Fred Caldarelli, Jr., vice-president; 
Loretta Caldarelli, vice-president; June E. Kegges, assistant secretary-treasurer. 
These officers, with Elsie B. Veitch, are directors. The firms employ about 
fifty persons. Fred Caldarelli and Sons, Inc., is a member of the Home Builders 
Association of Allegheny County and Freddy’s Lumber and Supply, Inc., is a 
member of the Allegheny County Lumber Dealers Association. 


Mr. Caldarelli is especially active in the lumber dealers’ organization. He is a 
director of the Penn Township Chamber of Commerce and a member of the 
Plum Creek Valley Kiwanis Club and the Churchill Valley Country Club. He 
serves on the Republican Committee of the Third District (Penn Township) 
and is an elder of the Unity United Presbyterian Church as well as treasurer of 
the Men’s Bible Class at the church. While deer hunting and television view- 
ing are favorite pastimes, all phases of house buildings are his hobby. Five feet 
eight inches tall and weighing about 150 pounds, he has brown eyes and hair. 
A white streak in the right center of his hair gives him a most distinguished 
appearance, to which 1s added the pleasing disposition which makes him so 
popular as a dinner or hunting companion. He enjoys an excellent reputation 
among friends, business associates and employees and 1s especially popular 
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with small children, of whom he is extremely fond. He has won high prestige 
in the community at large. 


ALUMINUM COMPANY OF AMERICA 


About a century ago, aluminum was more precious than gold or silver. 
Though the most plentiful metallic element of the earth’s crust, 1t was so diffi- 
cult to wrest from nature that it would have cost about $545 a pound—if any- 
one had tried to produce a whole pound. It remained a precious metal for 
years. But in 1886, Charles Martin Hall, just out of college, solved the chemical 
mystery which had kept plentiful aluminum from the world. 


Having read that every clay bank was a potential source of the metal, he 
had improvised a chemical laboratory in the woodshed of his father’s home at 
Oberlin, Ohio, to seek a way to get aluminum from the earth cheaply. At first 
one failure followed another, but in February, 1886, he produced some small 
pieces of metallic aluminum from the chemical known as alumina, by using 
electricity. It was a success at last. He had discovered a process destined to 
provide the foundation for one of the world’s great industries. 

For two years he searched for financial backers. In his travels he met Ro- 
maine C. Cole, who had briefly worked in Pittsburgh for Captain Alfred E. 
Hunt. Captain Hunt was senior member of Hunt and Clapp, an organization 
engaged in testing materials, which was incorporated as the Pittsburgh Test- 
ing Laboratory in 1883. Mr. Cole spoke to Captain Hunt about the process the 
young Hall had discovered. Within a short time, The Pittsburgh Reduction 
Company, later renamed Aluminum Company of America, was formed. The 
original capital was $20,000, subscribed by a group of young Pittsburghers, 
including George H. Clapp, Millard Hunsicker, Captain Hunt, Horace W. 
Lash, W.S. Sample and Robert J. Scott. Shortly thereafter, David L. Gillespie 
provided additional backing. 

Captain Hunt was the company’s first president and Mr. Hall its first plant 
superintendent. His “helper” in the testing laboratory was Arthur Vining Da- 
vis, today known in the industry as “Mr. Aluminum.” He was later to become 
president of the company and is still its board chairman. Fresh from Amherst 
in 1888, he was Alcoa’s first employee. He alternated with Mr. Hall in day and 
night management of the first works. 


An aluminum-producing plant was installed in a small, two-room corru- 
gated iron building on Smallman Street. There, the first commercial batch of 
aluminum ever made in America by the Hall process was poured into a small 
sand mold on Thanksgiving night in 1888. Soon the plant was turning out the 
astonishing total of fifty pounds of aluminum a day. No longer was aluminum 
a precious metal, for the little plant on Smallman Street was offering it for 
only $2 a pound and in 1,000-pound lots. But there was a hitch that seemed 
bigger and bigger: nobody seemed interested in aluminum at any price, par- 
ticularly in half-ton lots, and many folks jeered at the idea that it could be 
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delivered in such lots. After all, what was aluminum good for? Maybe for 
pocket combs, collar buttons, thimbles, novelty match-boxes, cigar cases, con- 
vention badges and hatpins—but not much else, people said. 


Then someone suggested that aluminum might be good material for cook- 
ing utensils. It was light to handle, bright of surface, an excellent conductor 
of heat, and easy to clean. After failing to interest a number of manufacturers 
of iron utensils in the idea, Captain Hunt, Mr. Hall, Mr. Davis and their asso- 
ciates decided to make some aluminum teakettles themselves. One day a sales- 
man of theirs took a sample teakettle with him when he called on the Griswold 
Manufacturing Company, Erie, famous utensil firm. The young lady who was 
secretary of that company’s president exclaimed, on seeing it: “It’s the most 
beautiful teakettle I’ve ever seen.” Her enthusiasm inspired the president to 
undertake production of aluminum utensils and he bought a large quantity of 
the metal from the Pittsburghers. 


It was the teakettle that sent aluminum on its way in America. The Pitts- 
burgh Reduction Company stayed in the utensil business itself as a side-line to 
assure a market for its main product, aluminum. To make more aluminum 
additional capital was needed. Late in 1889, the capital stock was increased to 
$1,000,000. Operations rapidly outgrew the tiny Smallman Street plant and a 
new works was placed in operation in 1891 at New Kensington, where the 
company still has one of its principal and most diversified plants. It is the 
company’s largest works devoted solely to the fabrication of aluminum and 
aluminum products. And Alcoa has not forgotten that Pittsburgh offered a 
home to the struggling young industry. Its home office is part and parcel of the 
Pittsburgh industrial scene today, just as it was in embryo 60 years ago. After 
all, Pittsburgh is as much the Aluminum City as it is the Steel City. 


The founding fathers of the aluminum industry were nearly all closely as- 
sociated with the steel business—Alfred E. Hunt; his partner George H. Clapp, 
the first treasurer of The Pittsburgh Reduction Company, who was a director 
of its successor, Alcoa, from the time of its incorporation until his death in 
1949; W. C. Sample, Annapolis graduate who was chief chemist in the Pitts- 
burgh Testing Laboratory; Horace Lash, who had been head of Carbon Steel 
Company; Millard Hunsicker, Carbon Steel’s general sales manager, and Rob- 
ert J. Scott, a mill superintendent for Carnegie Steel Company. 


And, of course, Arthur Vining Davis, born in Sharon, Massachusetts, on 
May 30, 1867, who was present at the birth of this great American industry, 
has grown up with it and has for many years been one of the most outstand- 
ing figures in it. It was Mr. Davis who helped to pour the first commercial 
aluminum ingot ever made and later took over considerable of the company’s 
selling work. He was elected president in 1911 and became board chairman 
in 1928. Captain Hunt, the first president, had left his duties to serve in the 
Spanish-American War. He contracted malaria and died at the age of 44. He 
was succeeded by Richard Beatty Mellon, during whose administration The 
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Pittsburgh Reduction Company changed its name to Aluminum Company 
of America. He resigned and was succeeded by Mr. Davis. 

Roy A. Hunt, the next president, came up the “hard way.” After working 
as machinist’s helper, he was made a mill clerk and then transferred to the cost 
department. Eventually he was promoted to assistant superintendent at New 
Kensington and in 1908 to superintendent. Six years later he was made general 
superintendent of all fabricating plants, in 1919 a vice-president and director 
and then, in 1928, president. Mr. Hunt retired from the presidency in 1951, 
and now serves the company as chairman of the executive committee. 

Mr. Hall, whose technical genius initiated the industry and whose researches 
continued to help Alcoa grow, died in 1914, having named his lifelong friend, 
Mr. Davis, a trustee of the fortune he, Mr. Hall, had accumulated from the 
aluminum industry and left largely to Oberlin, his Alma Mater; Berea College, 
Keritucky, and the American Missionary Society. 

In 1928, a new corporation was formed to take over all of the company’s 
foreign properties and business, which were thereby divorced from the orig- 
inal company. Thereafter Alcoa’s attention was concentrated on the industry’s 
development in the United States. 


Present Alcoa president is I. W. Wilson, who joined the organization imme- 
diately after graduation from Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 1911. 
In 1920 he was made superintendent of all the company’s smelting plants, and 
in 1931 he was named vice-president in charge of operations. In 1939 he was 
elected a director, and was made a senior vice-president in 1949. He became 
president of Alcoa in 1951. 

With far-sighted energetic leaders such as I. W. Wilson, Roy Hunt, and 
Arthur Davis, and their associates, behind it, Alcoa continues to find new uses 
for aluminum and to strengthen the nation’s economy. If its future is anything 
like its past, the next few decades should be well worth watching. Today, 
Alcoa has twenty-six major operating locations in sixteen states, and more than 
50,000 employees. And from a metal that was a drug on the market in 1888, 
aluminum has become one of the most widely used materials, with upwards of 
4,000 present-day uses. 


IRVING W. WILSON 


I. W. Wilson, President of Aluminum Company of America, was born 
September 26, 1890, at Bloomington, Illinois. He is the son of J. J. S. Wilson 
and Lucy White. He received his primary and secondary education in Bloom- 
ington, and his bachelor of science degree in electrochemistry from Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology. At M.I.T. he was a member of Chi Phi, Masque 
and Osiris. Upon graduation in 1911 he joined Alcoa at the Niagara Falls 
Works. He subsequently worked at New Kensington, then in Toronto, and 
in 1915 was transferred to Massena, New York, as assistant superintendent of 
the company’s smelting plant there. 
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During World War I, Mr. Wilson served in the Chemical Warfare Service, 
and attained the rank of Major. He returned to Alcoa in 1919 at Niagara Falls 
as assistant to the vice-president in charge of smelting plants. In 1920 he moved 
to Pittsburgh and in 1921 he was made general superintendent of smelting 
plants. In 1931 he was made vice-president in charge of operations. He was 
elected a director of Alcoa in 1939 and was made a senior vice-president in 
1949. Mr. Wilson became president in 1951. 

In 1948 he received a Presidential Certificate of Merit in recognition of his 
contribution to the war effort. He was named the aluminum industry’s “Man 
of the Year” for 1950 by Modern Metals Magazine in recognition of his 
achievements in planning and executing Alcoa’s expanded aluminum produc- 
tion programs to serve the nation’s needs. 

Mr. Wilson was selected as Western Pennsylvania’s outstanding industrialist 
for the year 1954 by the Society of Industrial Realtors for his significant con- 
tributions to the industrial development of Western Pennsylvania in the pub- 
lic interest. 


He is a member of the Episcopal Church, Advisory Council of the Alle- 
gheny Conference on Community Development, National Industrial Confer- 
ence Board, Duquesne Club, Fox Chapel, and Longue Vue Country Clubs, 
Rolling Rock Club, and the Cloud Club and Univ ersity Club of New York. 
His hobbies include bridge and golf. 


Mr. Wilson married Katherine Whalen at Massena, New York, in 1917. The 
Wilsons have three daughters: Katherine Elizabeth, married to Edward P. 
White; Anne, married to Herman Oakley Baker, and Margaret L., married to 
W flare R. Ryan. There are six grandchildren: William Irving White, Kath- 
erine Whalen White, Timothy Edward White, David Ferris White, Stephen 
Elliott Baker, and Christopher Wilson Baker. 

The Wilsons reside at 1201 Murrayhill Avenue, Pittsburgh 17, Pennsyl- 
vania. 


JEFFERSON CALVIN BEDSOLE 


Dedicated to the advancement of engineering, Jefferson Calvin Bedsole has 
made a reputation as practitioner and as worker on behalf of the profession 
as a whole. His career has included design, supervision and consultation on the 
mechanical engineering phases of numerous public and private projects. He 
is now associated with Alexander Dzubay, Professional Engineer, in a general 
practice and maintains offices at 703 Peoples Bank Building. 

Mr. Bedsole was born in Montgomery County, Alabama, on May 30, 1913, 
the son of Franklin Jefferson and Nancy Elizabeth (McLain) Bedsole. His 
father, a carpenter, was a native of Crenshaw County, Alabama. The mother, 
whose parents were John Calvin and Lena (Attaway) McLain, was also born 
in Alabama. Jefferson C. Bedsole completed his education at Alabama Poly- 
technic Institute, Auburn, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Science in Me- 
chanical Engineering. To earn the money necessary to put him through school, 
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he worked at various jobs. He waited on tables, repaired survey instruments 
for the Institute and taught drawing at night in a Civilian Conservation Corps 
camp. In spite of all this, he was able to participate in Alabama Tech’s Glee 
Club for three years. 

Before entering the Institute he worked in a country store. Between his soph- 
omore and junior years he worked for fifteen months as a levelman on high- 
way construction for the Alabama Highway Department. His first job after 
taking his degree was as a member of a survey and inspection crew which oper- 
ated on and from a dredge boat for the Corps of Engineers, United States 
Army, out of Natchez, Mississippi, and Memphis, Tennessee. Subsequently 
(1940-41), he worked as a junior engineer for the H. K. Ferguson Company 
at the Wolf Creek Ordnance Plant, Milan, Tennessee. From this position Mr. 
Bedsole traces his true and present career as a professional mechanical engi- 
neer. He served as a mechanical engineer with Prack and Prack, Registered 
Architects of Pittsburgh, at the Lone Star Ordnance Plant, Texarkana, Texas, 
and with Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, Chicago engineering firm, in the 
construction of the atomic energy plant at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. When that 
project was completed, he returned to Prack and Prack as chief mechanical 
engineer in charge of air conditioning, heating and ventilating and plumbing 
for all types of industrial and commercial structures. Then he and Mr. Dzubay 
formed their partnership. Mr. Bedsole is a Registered Professional Engineer in 
Pennsylvania and Ohio. 


He married Opal Grace Cagle, daughter of Charles Edward and Jeanetta 
(Maxfield) Cagle. Mrs. Bedsole is active in various programs and the Sunday 
School of the family church, Union Baptist of Pittsburgh, and also in the 
Parent-Teachers Associations. She and Mr. Bedsole have two sons and two 
daughters—James Warren, Gerald Lewis, Jefhie Sue, and Nancy Virginia 
Bedsole. Their home is at 140 Van Wyck Avenue. 

At Union Baptist Church, Mr. Bedsole serves on the board of deacons and 
is a member of the building committee and choir and 1s vice-president of the 
Men’s Bible Class. Church work is one of his hobbies. Another 1s speaking to 
various educational, civic and social groups on behalf of the engineering pro- 
fession. He is one of the most active members of the Speakers Bureau of the 
Pittsburgh Chapter, National Society of Professional Engineers. He is also 
active in the Pittsburgh Architectural Club. Fishing 1s his favorite sport. An 
ardent admirer of Izaak Walton, he announces he needs no excuse to go fish- 
ing. Though a Republican, he tends to be independent in his voting. The 


growth of his reputation 4s citizen and engineer is On a constant rising curve. 


LOUIS ERNEST TESSITOR 


Bridges famed not only in Pennsylvania but in New York State and the 
Far West bear the imprint of Louis Ernest Tessitor, a specialist in this type of 
transportation structure. Once with the American Bridge Company and the 
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Allegheny County Department of Works, he is now chief engineer and mem- 
ber of the board of directors of Hoff Engineers, Inc., Consulting Engineers, 
with offices at 4 Smithfield St. As may readily be recognized, his reputation is 
national in scope. 

Mr. Tessitor, born in Montalenghe, Italy, on November 2, 1905, is the son 
of Louis and Louisa (Tonso) Tessitor, also natives of that Italian community. 
His father, a restaurant owner and grocer, came to the United States in 1906 
and six years later brought his wife and two children over to join him. The 
engineer, who arrived in America at the age of six, received his entire educa- 
tion here. In 1929 he was graduated from the State College of Washington, 
with the degree of Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. He was elected 
to Tau Beta Pi and Phi Kappa Phi, the honorary societies. From 1929 to 1937 
he was employed as a draftsman by the American Bridge Company at Am- 
bridge, Pennsylvania. In this period he worked on many notable bridges, 
among which are the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, the Henry Hudson 
Bridge in New York, and the Homestead and West End Bridges, among oth- 
ers, in the Pittsburgh area. 

In 1937 Mr. Tessitor joined the Allegheny County Department of Works 
as a designer. Within the fifteen years he served the county, he advanced to 
principal design engineer and finally (1946) assumed full charge of all bridge 
and structural design as bridge design engineer. He held the high post until 
February, 1952, when he resigned from county employ to enter private prac- 
tice as chief engineer of Hoff Engineers, Inc. In his time with the county, he 
was directly concerned with the design and construction of such major proj- 
ects as the Rankin Memorial Bridge, Dravosburg Bridge, Water Street 1m- 
provement, Duquesne Way improvement and many other bridge projects. 
Hoff Engineers, Inc., was organized in February, 1952, and has been special- 
izing in the design of bridges and industrial and commercial structures of all 
types. It has enjoyed a gradual but steady growth. Mr. Tessitor is an associate 
member of the American Society of Civil Engineers. 

On May 5, 1941, at Crescent City, Florida, he married Amelia Oliver 
Drynan, daughter of John Phipps and Virginia (Graham) Drynan of Se- 
wickley. They have three sons—Louis Ernest Tessitor, Jr., John Dale Tessitor, 
and David Terrence Tessitor. Their home is on Woodland Road, Ingomar, 
and they worship in the Baptist Church. Mr. Tessitor has won widespread 
recognition as a bridge specialist though he has not confined himself entirely 
to this type of construction. 


ARTHUR WILLIAM SCHMID 


World wide in its operations, the Arthur W. Schmid Company specializes 
in glass plant engineering and construction and has built factories in numerous 
countries as well as most of the states of the Union. Its founder and president, 
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Arthur William Schmid, is an engineer and business administrator of tremen- 
dous prominence in and outside his immediate field. 


Born in St. Louis, Missouri, on October 29, 1893, Mr. Schmid is the son of 
Theodore and Emma (Buckshorn) Schmid. His father a native of Germany, 
was in the shirt manufacturing business. F ollowing the completion of his edu- 
cation at Washington University in St. Louis, Arthur W. Schmid began his 
career in that city. From 1915 to 1929, except for a few months in the course 
of World War I, he was with the Mississippi Glass Company as assistant con- 
sulting engineer, maintenance engineer and assistant superintendent. Those few 
months were spent in the United States Army, Mr. Schmid having enlisted on 
August 26, 1918. The Armistice brought about his honorable discharge on 
November 29, 1918. 


In 1929, he resigned from his first company to come to Western Pennsyl- 
vania. Until 1932 he was factory manager for the Highland Western Glass 
Company at “Little Washington.” He then joined the Adamston Flat Glass 
Company at Clarksburg, West Virginia, as plant superintendent, remaining 
until 1934, For about a year he was in Tokyo, Japan, in charge of the installa- 
tion of a new process for the Asahi Glass Company. 


In 1935, he established the Arthur W. Schmid Company, of which he has 
since been president. In its first eight years the business maintained head offices 
in the Peoples East End Building, Penn and Highland Avenues, but since 1943 
these have been located in the Investment Building on Fourth Avenue. The 
other officers are W. A. Esselstyn and P. W. Robinson, vice-presidents; James 
E. Craig, secretary; E. B. Goldsmith, assistant secretary; Mrs. Mary S. Schmid 
(Mr. Schmid’s wife), treasurer, and Miss Dorothy J. Conroy, assistant treas- 
urer. [he firm has built factories in Japan, China, Philippine Islands, India; 
Cairo, Egypt, Athens, Greece; Belgian Congo; Portugal and Brazil, as well as 
in the United States. It holds memberships in the Pittsburgh Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Foreign Trade Commerce Association. 


Mr. Schmid’s wife is the former Mary Frances Sieling. The daughter of 
Thomas M. and Lula (Guffy) Grace, she was married to Mr. Schmid at Car- 
bondale, Illinois, on June 18, 1925. She is amember of the Brookside Women’s 
Club, Brookside Garden Club, Pittsburgh Athletic Association and the St. 
Clair Country Club. She and Mr. Schmid make their home on Hastings Mill 
Road in Upper St. Clair. 


Mr. Schmid’s affiliations are with the Society of American Military Engi- 
neers, The Engineering Society of Pennsylvania, the National Professional 
Engineering Society, the American Ceramic Society, St. Clair Country Club, 
Pittsburgh Athletic Association and the American Automobile Association. 
He also belongs to the Washington Lodge, No. 164, Ancient Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons. He is a Registered Professional Engineer in Pennsylvania, 
West Virginia and Ohio. In politics he is a Republican. Golf and hunting are 


his chief diversions. He is six feet two inches tall, weighs 205 pounds, has 
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brown hair and a dark complexion. His personal reputation 1S aS extensive as 
his company’s business. 


WILLIAM T. SCHOYER 


Well known to industrialists, civic leaders and all the media of information 
and interpretation, Will Schoyer and Company specializes in industrial public 
relations, writing and editing. Its founder and operator is William T. Schoyer, 
a native of Pittsburgh whose experience includes newspaper reporting, trade 
journal publishing and a variety of other activities. He is the co-author of a 
history, the manager of a firm marketing advertising novelties and co-owner 
of a firm dealing in rare books. 


Born on September 19, 1908, Mr. Schoyer is the son of William Edgar and 
Lucy Cushing (Turner) Schoyer. His father, the son of Captain Samuel C. 
and Lizzie D. (Preston) Schoyer, is also a native of Pittsburgh. An attorney, 
he 1s a graduate of Yale College and the Harvard Law School. Will Schoyer’s 
mother, a New Englander by birth, is the daughter of Samuel Epes and Mary 
Louise (Moore) Turner, of Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


The public relations expert was graduated from Peabody High School in 
1927 and from Yale College in 1931. At high school he was on the debating 
team, served as assistant editor of the school paper, was elected to a national 
honor society on the secondary school level and was president of the senior 
class. Mr. Schoyer began his career as a reporter on the Pittsburgh Swn-Tele- 
graph, with which he was associated from 1932 to 1935. In the next two years 
he was publicity director in the Western Pennsylvania District for the Federal 
Housing Administration and from 1937 to 1939 was engaged in free lance 


publicity work in Pittsburgh. 


For another two years, 1939-41, he was a partner in the public relations firm 
of Schoyer and Goss and for a part of 1941 was also director of the News 
Bureau of Carnegie Institute of Technology. In 1942, he became manager of 
the Pittsburgh branch of the Office of War Information. Subsequently, he 
formed Will Schoyer and Company, which he operates from headquarters at 
304 Ross Street. 


From 1948 to 1952 Mr. Schoyer was half owner of “Service Station and 
Garage News,” a trade paper and in the same years published, with his wife, 
Maxine Allen Schoyer, the annual compilation called “Schoyer’s Vital Anni- 
versaries.” The compilation was distributed to newspapers, radio stations and 
libraries. He and Mrs. Schoyer also collaborated in “Scaife Company and the 
Scaife Family,” a history of the oldest industrial firm west of the Alleghenies, 
published in 1952. He is manager of the Pittsburgh Sales Company, which mar- 
kets advertising novelties, and he and his wife own Schoyer’s Book Store, 305 
Market Street, retailing rare editions, Mrs. Schoyer being manager. 

Mrs. Schoyer, whose full name is Maxine lone, is the daughter of Wayne 
Bishop and Iona Mae (Gibson) Allen. She and Mr. Schoyer were married in 
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Pittsburgh on July 1, 1942. In addition to the activities in which she 1s or was 
engaged jointly with her husband, she is also former national editor for Gamma 
Alpha Chi, the honorary advertising sorority; was a columnist on The Palla- 
dium-Item of Richmond, Indiana, in the year 1932-33; pioneered in radio in- 
terviewing of visiting celebrities in Pittsburgh; served on the staff of the 
women’s department of the Pittsburgh Swn-Telegraph; was woman’s editor 
of the Pittsburgh Bulletin-Index; was one of the original Santa Belle’s at Kauf- 
mann’s Department Store; served as chief advertising writer and fashionist for 
Rosenbaum’s Store and was Pittsburgh correspondent for all Fairchild Publi- 
cations of New York and, for a time, for The Christian Science Monitor. She 
serves on the board of directors of the Woman’s Press Club of Pittsburgh. 

By a former marriage Mrs. Schoyer has three sons—Ross Allen Schoyer, who 
married Joan Walters and is the father of Joan Walters Schoyer,; Wayne Allen 
Schoyer, member of the class of 1953 at Trinity College; and Robert Allen 
Schoyer, member of the class of 1953 at Taylor Allderdice High School. The 
Schoyer home is at 1144 Wightman Street. The family worships in the Epis- 
copal and Unitarian Churches. In the Republican party Mr. Schoyer served as 
a Ward Committeeman from 1946 to 1948 and was a member of the Allegheny 
County Committee from 1948 to 1950. He is also a member of the Aero Club 
of Pittsburgh and the Harvard-Yale-Princeton Club. Tennis and sailing are his 
favorite recreations. That the growth of industry is greatly dependent on pub- 
lic acceptance of the goals of industry must be quickly recognized. Mr. 
Schoyer is dedicated to the task of winning such acceptance and thereby is 
contributing to the economic well being of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. 


MARTIN C. KNABE 


Famed bridges, apartment houses, industrial and office buildings, hospitals 
and factories are some of the projects for which Martin C. Knabe, as presi- 
dent of one firm, fabricates structural steel and which, as head of a consulting 
engineering firm, designs and supervises. Though most of his work has been 
done in the Western Pennsylvania region, he has been active in nearby Eastern, 
Middlewestern and Southern states. He is president of the Keystone Fabri- 
cating Company and of a consulting firm bearing his own name. His head- 
quarters are in Suite 1112 Clark Building. 

Mr. Knabe was born in Norwood, Delaware County, on February 20, 1902, 
the son of Martin C. and Alberta (Mershon) Knabe. His father, an insurance 
broker, was born in Philadelphia. His mother, the daughter of George and 
Sarah Mershon, was also a native of Pennsylvania. The engineer-industrialist 
was graduated from the University of Pennsylvania with the degree of Bach- 
elor of Science in Civil Engineering, later receiving the full degree of Civil 
Engineer. 

He has been in the structural engineering profession since 1925. Until 1931 
he was with the McClintic-Marshall Company, working on the Ambassador 
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Bridge at Detroit and on sections of the New York City subway system. From 
1931 to 1937 he was on the staffs of various consulting engineers, assigned to 
bridge construction at Hartford, Connecticut, Grand Island, New York; San 
Francisco-Oakland, California, and the proposed Gulf of Mexico-to-Atlantic 
Ocean Canal across Florida. 

In 1937 Mr. Knabe became a part owner of the Keystone Fabricating Com- 
pany, headquartered in Pittsburgh. This firm is engaged in design as well as 
fabrication of structural steel for buildings. In his first twelve years with the 
company, Mr. Knabe was manager. Since 1949 he has been president. In 1937, 
also, he began practice as a structural engineer on a consulting basis and since 
1949 has been giving full time to this practice. He has designed structural work 
for the Merchant Marine Building for the Westinghouse corporation, South 
Philadelphia; Amberson, Kenilworth and Bigelow Apartments, the latter being 
twenty stories high, in Pittsburgh, the Shopping Center at Brentwood; the 
McKeesport Hospital Addition; Veterans Hospital, Oakland, Pittsburgh; ex- 
pansion of the Pittsburgh Steel Company, including open hearth, soaking pit 
and stock yard at Monessen and tube mill at Allenport, and has also been con- 
sulting engineer for the G. C. Murphy chain, the largest project having been 
the store in Richmond, Virginia, which is six stories high. 


Mr. Knabe married Eleanore Steelman, daughter of Ralph and Ellen Steel- 
man, in Prospect Park on June 1, 1934. They have two children—Kristin and 
Peter Knabe—and reside at 2626 Broad Street, Borough of Bethel (which 1s on 
the Pittsburgh 34 Post Office). Mrs. Knabe is well known in educational and 
health work. She serves as a school director in Bethel Borough and 1s a mem- 
ber of the Auxiliary of St. Clair Hospital and also of the Countryside Book 
Club. 


The family church ts St. David's Episcopal in Bethel Borough. Mr. Knabe 
is a member of the church’s executive committee and is secretary-treasurer of 
the Sunday School. In his profession, he was formerly chairman of the Struc- 
tural Steel Section of the Pittsburgh Building Code Authority. He is active in 
the American Society of Civil Engineers and the Pennsylvania Society of 
Professional Engineers. He is a Registered Professional Engineer in several 
states besides Pennsylvania. At college he was elected to Tau Beta Pi, the hon- 
orary engineering society. Model railroading is his hobby. Considerable tech- 
nical and industrial progress has been made under the aegis of Mr. Knabe. 


WALTER HIRAM FRICK 


The signature, Walter Hiram Frick, Consulting Architectural Engineer and 
Registered Professional Engineer, has long meant an extraordinary contribu- 
tion to the design and construction of any project with which the owner of 
that name has been associated. These projects have been civilian—industrial, 
commercial, religious, hospital, and educational—and they have also been mil- 
itary, for Mr. Frick was an officer in the armed forces in both World War I 
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and World War II. From his headquarters at 950 Century Building, at last 
report, he was engaged in such diverse activities—or “work in progress,” as 
engineers and architects are wont to say—as preparations for 48 buildings for 
the new Ben Fairless Works of the United States Steel Corporation at Morris- 
ville, costing $4,800,000; a new addition for Kaufmann’s Department Store, 
consisting of fourteen stories on the site of the old Carnegie Building, with 
estimated total cost of $10,000,000; Charleroi-Monesson Hospital, at North 
Charleroi, costing $1,200,000, and studies on a new Jones and Laughlin Steel 
Company expansion, a future project to cost several million dollars, with Hoff- 
man and Crumpton, Architects. 


An interesting sidelight on his present activities is that the last-mentioned 
corporation, Jones and Laughlin, gave Mr. Frick his first job—back in 1915. 
Mr. Frick was then only nineteen years old, for he was born on August 19, 
1896, at Indiana, Pennsylvania. His parents were John Albert and Elizabeth 
Erna (Jamison) Frick. His father, also a native of that community, was a lum- 
ber manufacturer and dealer. The boy who was destined to become an impor- 
tant figure in the construction of major projects began his education in the 
Indiana Model School. Later he attended Indiana State Normal School and in 
the years 1915 to 1923 several “local professors” gave him special instruction 
in engineering under a private arrangement. Mr. Frick includes in the report 
on his education, and rightly so, the instruction received in World War II 
at the Field Artillery School, Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and at the Command and 
General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 


From November, 1915, to May, 1916, he was a steel fabrication tracer and 
detailer on minor steel structures with the Jones and Laughlin Steel Company. 
At this point his military career, which was to continue in various ways until 
1949, began, for from May, 1916, to November 12, 1916, he was with the 
troops on the Mexican Border, attached to Organization Company F, 10th 
Pennsylvania National Guard. From the time this service ended, until May 12, 
1917, he was a general draftsman in the chief construction engineer’s office at 
the West Penn Power Company. Then he returned to military service. In 
May, 1917, he was ordered from Company F to the First Officers Training 
Camp at Fort Niagara, New York, and on August 15 was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant, Infantry Officers Reserve Corps, and ordered to active 
duty with the 314th Infantry at Camp Meade, Maryland, with which he went 
overseas. He was wounded in the Argonne Forest, at Mauntfacon, on Septem- 
ber 29, 1918. On November 12, 1917, he had been promoted to First Lieu- 
tenant and was holding that rank when discharged on February 12, 1919, at 
Camp Dix, New Jersey. 

The following April 5 he returned to his work with the West Penn Power 
Company. Here he remained, with constantly increasing responsibility as 
draftsman and designer, until April 15, 1923, when he became assistant chief 
engineer for the Pressed Steel Car Company at McKees Rocks. The work for 
which he was engaged was completed eight months later. On January 1, 1924, 
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he accepted the post of chief structural engineer with Charles J. and Chris 
Rieger, Architects, in Pittsburgh, and until September 30, 1924, he designed 
and prepared all design drawings for all foundations and structural parts of 
St. Anne’s Catholic Church at Hazelwood, costing $135,000; Ligonier High 
School, Ligonier, a structure never erected, but planned at a cost of $135,000, 
and New Kensington High School, New Kensington, costing $250,000. 

From October 1, 1924, to September 30, 1928, Mr. Frick served as chief 
structural engineer for Commes, Perry and McMullen, Architects, and his 
work was with the Church of the Holy Sacrament, Greensburg, $300,000; St. 
Michael’s Church, Homestead, $250,000; St. Benedict’s School and Chapel, 
Canton, Ohio, $50,000; Queen of the Holy Rosary Cathedral, Toledo, Ohio, 
$1,500,000; Rectory for St. Agnes Church, Cleveland, Ohio, $150,000; St. 
Peter’s Parochial School, Mansfield, Ohio, $200,000; St. Paul’s Convent, Pitts- 
burgh, $200,000; tower for Queen of the Holy Rosary Cathedral, Toledo, 
$325,000; Central Catholic High School, Toledo, $1,500,000; addition and 
alterations, St. Philomene’s School, Pittsburgh, $140,000. 


From September 30, 1928, to July 1, 1937, Mr. Frick conducted his own 
office as consulting structural engineer, at 824 Rebecca Avenue, Wilkinsburg. 
The projects on which he was engaged, with full control over all structural 
parts of the work, in those eight and one-half years included: Fulton School 
addition and alterations, with M. Nirdlinger, Architect, $140,000; Fisher Sci- 
entific Company, additions and alterations, same architect, $150,000; Madison 
Elementary School, Thomas Pringle and Oliver J. Robling, Architects, $240,- 
000; Church of the Assumption, Bellevue, Leo A. McMullen, Architect, 
$325,000; Lincoln Elementary School, Pringle and Robling, Architects, $252,- 
000; H. B. Davis School (elementary), M. Nirdlinger, Architect, $75,000; 
Duquesne Club addition, Janssen and Cocken, Architects, $1,500,000; St. 
Barnabas Free Home, Gibsonia, same architects, $125,000; Medical Arts Build- 
ing, M. Nirdlinger, Architect, $500,000; Singer Sewing Machine Company 
Building, Pittsburgh, Janssen and Cocken, Architects, $200,000; Faulk Ele- 
mentary Experimental School, University of Pittsburgh, same architects, 
$225,000; St. Joseph’s Hospital (not erected), Leo A. McMullen, Architect, 
$1,500,000; Parochial School, Perrysville Avenue, same architect, $50,000; St. 
Paul’s Parochial School, Pittsburgh, alterations and additions, same architect, 
cost not estimated; Mellon Institute of Industrial Research, five-year project, 
Janssen and Cocken, Architects, cost of work involving Mr. Frick, $2,000,000, 
total cost, $8,500,000; Kaufmann’s Department Store, alterations and addi- 
tions, same architects, $3,328,000; St. James Cathedral, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
William Richard Perry, Architect, $1,500,000; Pennsylvania Water Company, 
utility building, Turtle Creek, ‘Thomas Pringle, Architect, $125,000; Pennsyl- 
vania School for the Blind, alterations and additions, Thomas Pringle, Archi- 
tect, $100,000; General Albert J. Logan Armory (not erected), Janssen and 
Cocken, Architects, $2,000,000; Mellon Securities Corporation Building, same 
architects, $475,000; Joseph Horne Company Department Store, alterations 
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and additions, same architects, $2,000,000; Fort Pitt Hotel, repairs, same archi- 
tects, cost not estimated; Kaufmann’s, alterations and additions, same archi- 
tects, $500,000; Gulf Building (Gulf Refining Company), alterations and ad- 
ditions, James L. Stuart, Architect, $175,000; Western Pennsylvania Tubercu- 
losis Sanitorium (Deshon Hospital), Butler County, Edward B. Lee, Archi- 
tect, $2,880,000. 

In July, 1937, Mr. Frick formed a partnership with George S. Richardson, 
also of Pittsburgh, under the firm name of Frick and Richardson, Consulting 
Engineers. This partnership ended in May, 1939. The “credits” of the firm 
were: Mount Lebanon Woman’s Club Building, Mount Lebanon, M. Nird- 
linger, Architect, $150,000; Potomac River Bridge (Morgantown Bridge), 
Dahlgren, Virginia, and Susquehanna River Bridge, Havre de Grace, Mary- 
land, each bridge more than $2,000,000; J. G. Murphy Store Building, altera- 
tions to foundations, Harrisburg, J. G. Murphy Company, Architects,.cost 
not estimated; Logan Armory, redesign with Henry Hornbostel, Architect, 
$2,166,000; Hope Natural Gas Company, office building, James L. Stuart, 
Architect, Clarksburg, West Virginia, $225,000; Maximum Security Prison 
for Pennsylvania and Whitehill Boys’ School, foundations, Henry Hornbostel, 
Architect, cost not estimated; May Stern Building, East Liberty, Hoffman 
and Crumpton, Architects, $200,000; East Liberty Store Building for Equit- 
able Life Insurance Company, same architects, $125,000. 

When Frick and Richardson dissolved in May, 1939, Mr. Richardson opened 
his own office as consulting engineer and Mr. Frick continued as before as a 
structural engineer specializing in buildings. In the two-year period that in- 
tervened before he went on active military duty again, he participated in the 
following: St. Wendolin Parochial School, Pittsburgh, Commes and Mc- 
Mullen, Architects, $100,000; St. Fidelus Seminary, Harmarsville, same archi- 
tects, $150,000; Union Trust Building, alterations, Janssen and Cocken, Archi- 
tects, $475,000; Alwine Dairy Company Plant, near Johnstown, Hoffman and 
Crumpton, Architects, $110,000. 

On February 17, 1941, Mr. Frick became a military participant in World 
War II. In July, 1936, he had been promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, Field 
Artillery, and assigned to the Inspector General’s Department State Staff, 
Pennsylvania National Guard. In this assignment, the State Staff, working 
with the Army and Navy Joint Committee, had developed a mobilization plan 
for the State of Pennsylvania. This planning included preparation of the 
State’s Selective Service Plan in complete detail. In connection with it Mr. 
Frick was in direct charge of the so-called Sixth Mobilization District, which 
included all of Pennsylvania west of the north-south line passing through AI- 
toona. The initial local board boundaries and maps for the area were prepared 
in his ofhce. From July, 1936, an increasing amount of his time was devoted 
to this work. | 


In the Summer of 1939 he had served as a member of Major General (now 
United States Senator) Edward Martin’s staff during the Third Army Corps’ 
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field maneuvers at Manassas Junction, Virginia. In the Summer of 1940, Mr. 
Frick had been placed on the special staff of Lieutenant General High A. 
Drumm for the First Army maneuvers in northern New York. In October, 
1940, he had been assigned as Executive Officer, 190th Field Artillery, 155mm 
Gun Regiment, and assisted in the organization of that regiment. 


On February 17, 1941, he was ordered into active Federal service with the 
Headquarters Staff, 28th Infantry Division. He remained on continuous active 
duty until September 9, 1949. Within the eight-year period he served as Di- 
vision Staff Officer, a troop commander, a member of the Tactical and Tech- 
nical Board of the Army Ground Forces Rocket Board and also, after the war, 
as a member of the Operations Staff in Executive Headquarters, Peiping, 
China, in connection with General George C. Marshall’s mission to China in 
1946 and 1947; Executive Officer, Harbor Defenses, Narragansett Bay, 1947 
and 1948, and, finally, as Operations and Training Officer, G-3 Section of the 
General Staff, Headquarters, United States Army Forces in the Antilles, at 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. 


December 1, 1949, found Mr. Frick back in Pittsburgh and in practice 
again as a consulting engineer. It was then he opened his present offices in the 
Century Building. His major work since then has been in association almost 
exclusively with Hoffman and Crumpton and has included, besides the pres- 
ent projects mentioned earlier, such others as Keystone Plumbing Sales Com- 
pany, store building, East Liberty, $229,000; Smithfield Street Annex of 
Dollar Savings Bank, alterations, cost not given; Shadyside Presbyterian 
Church, Fellowship Hall, $451,000; Peoples First National Bank and Trust 
Company, Oakland Branch, $200,000. 


In spite of the tremendous construction program in which he has been en- 
gaged in the course of his long career, Mr. Frick has had time to become mar- 
ried, raise a family and engage in social and civic activities. He married 
Nelle B. McClintock Roof, daughter of Luther and Sadie (Hendrickson) 
Roof, in Pittsburgh on August 22, 1917. Mrs. Frick is also prominent in the 
life of Allegheny County. She has been active in Army Emergency Relief, 
the American Red Cross, the Forrest Hills Garden Club and other organiza- 
tions. The Fricks have three daughters—Vivian Yvonne, married in 1940 to 
Herman E. Nicholas of Kansas and mother of Linda Ann, Julia Elizabeth and 
David Rodney Nicholas; Barbara Nelle, married in 1948 to David Ingram 
Draz of Chagrin Falls, Ohio, and mother of Katerine Elizabeth and David I. 
Draz; and Elsa Nae Frick, who in 1953 was starting her junior year in archi- 
tecture at the College of Fine Arts, Carnegie Institute of Technology. The 
family home is at 330 South Evaline Street. 

Mr. Frick, a Lutheran and Republican, whose favorite sports are horseback 
riding and “a little golf,” 1s a Registered Professional Engineer in Pennsylvania 
and a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, American Society 
for Testing Materials, American Concrete Institute, Structural Engineers So- 
ciety of New York, National Society of Professional Engineers and the So- 


yoy, 


BICENTENNIAL HIstTory OF 


clety of American Military Engineers. ‘The list of his ‘‘credits” in the field of 
construction suggests the contribution he has been making since 1915 to eco- 
nomic, spiritual and cultural progress. 


GRANT BATCHELDER SHIPLEY 


A consulting engineer of international experience and reputation, Grant 
Batchelder Shipley has contributed greatly to industrial development in many 
states and nations. He is especially noted for his work in the wood preserving 
field and has participated in the organization of many corporations specializing 
in this important phase of industry. He holds various official positions with 
some of these concerns and also with nickel companies in Canada, England 
and the United States. Outside his profession and the industrial world, he is 
active in health and welfare and civic organizations. 


Born in Coulterville, California, on April 27, 1880, Mr. Shipley is the son of 
William M. and Nellie (Batchelder) Shipley. He received his entire education 
in his native state, finishing up at the Humboldt Technical School in San 
Francisco. He is a Registered Professional Engineer in Pennsylvania and Cali- 
fornia. His career began when he entered the employ of the Risdon Iron 
Works, San Francisco, as a machinist. Later, he became a draftsman in the 
marine and mining machine department. When he left this concern, he be- 
came chief draftsman in the mining department of the Union Iron Works, also 
in San Francisco. 


His international experience began when he accepted the position of chief 
draftsman with the Frasier-Chalmers Division of the Allis-Chalmers Manu- 
facturing Company. In this firm he served later as chief engineer and sales en- 
gineer in the mining machine department. He handled engineering in parts 
of the United States, Canada, Mexico, South Africa, South America, New 
Zealand and China. 

Since leaving Allis-Chalmers, Mr. Shipley has been a consulting engineer 
and an entrepreneur in his own right. He was instrumental in organizing and 
financing the Pittsburgh Wood Preserving Company, Ohio Wood Preserving 
Company, Michigan Wood Preserving Company, New England Wood Pre- 
serving Company, Maryland Wood Preserving Company, Delaware Wood 
Preserving Company, Century Wood Preserving Company, and The Wood 
Preserving Corporation. He was president and a director of the National 
Lumber and Creosoting Company and the Carolina Wood Preserving Com- 
pany and chairman, president and member of the executive committee of The 
Wood Preserving Corporation. 

He is a former member of the board of the Mond Nickel Gonna Lon- 
don, England, chairman, president and a director of the American Mond 
Nickel Company of the United States and chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of the Mond Nickel Company of Canada and is a former director of 
The Koppers Company. He is chairman, chief executive officer, a director and 
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member of the executive committee of The Elliott Company and since 1928 
has been a member of the executive committee, chairman of the audit commit- 
tee and a director of The International Nickel Company of Canada, Ltd., 


and a director of the International Nickel Company, Inc., of the United 
States. 


He 1s a director of The Western Pennsylvania Hospital and is a member of 
the National Industrial Conference Board, the Pittsburgh Chamber of Com- 
merce, the American Society of Mining Engineers, the American Institute of 
Mining and Metallurgical Engineers, The Mining and Metallurgical Society 
of America, the American Wood Preservers’ Association, the Forest Products 
Research Society, and American Railway Engineers Association. His clubs 
are the Duquesne of Pittsburgh, India House of New York City and Metro- 
politan of New York City. He also belongs to the Pittsburgh Athletic Asso- 
ciation. His home is at 5398 Hobart Street, his office in Suite 3010 Koppers 
Building. He has long been recognized as one of the men who have made 
Pittsburgh one of the industrial capitals of the world. 


CROATIAN FRATERNAL UNION OF AMERICA 


The story of the birth and rapid growth of the Croatian Fraternal Union of 
America 1s a story that is typical of America, and representative of the thing 
to which we oft-times refer facetiously as ‘“The American W ay of Life.” 


It must be recognized and acknowledged as fact, however, that in no other 
country in the world today, or back in the days when the society was first 
organized, could a group of humble and uneducated immigrants, fresh from 
the soil of their native homeland, have banded together as did our Croatian 
immigrants back in 1894 to found an organization which has thrived in the 
unfettered atmosphere of a free country to such an extent that it 1s recognized 
today as one of the country’s largest and soundest fraternal life insurance or- 
ganizations. 

The Croatian Fraternal Union had its humble beginning in what was then 
known as Allegheny, Pennsylavnia, and today known as Northside Pitts- 
burgh, when an organization known as the “Croatian Society” was founded. 
Its name passed through various stages of evolution, being changed to Na- 
tional Croatian Society in 1897 and then finally, in 1925, following a merger 
of the three largest Croatian fraternal organizations of the time, it emerged 
under its present name—The Croatian Fraternal Union of America. 

From a membership of less than 600, as was recorded on the books in Sep- 
tember of 1894, and with assets totalling less than $50.00, it has grown through 
the years, surviving three major wars in which this country has participated, 
panics and depressions, to the status of a multi-million dollar giant in the fra- 
ternal life insurance world and today boasts of a membership of more than 
104,000 and assets totalling almost $21,000,000.00. 
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From a purely local status and the recruitment of members in the Western 
Pennsylvania area it has branched out with its protective wing to extend aid 
and assistance through modern life insurance programs, to people of Croatian 
and other Slavic descent who reside in almost every state of the United States 
and all provinces of Canada. 


Its growth in recent years has been the cause for admiration and respect 
among its members and the envy of competitors. In the three years that have 
elapsed since January 1, 1947, it has increased its membership by almost 3,000 
and its insurance in force by over 2 millions of dollars. 


Its influence on the lives of the Croatian people in this country is vast, and 
the people generally look upon their society as something more than merely 
a life insurance organization and come to it seeking advice and counsel on every 
conceivable subject. 


From its very beginning it has encouraged a strong and abiding loyalty and 
faith in America and has used its great influence to make good American cit- 
izens out of all people of Croatian or Yugoslavian extraction. 


V. IVAN MANDICH 


The Supreme President of The Croatian Fraternal Union, Mr. V. Ivan 
Mandich, is one of the progressive citizens that Yugoslavia has given to the 
United States, and through his efforts the welfare of his countrymen in Amer- 
ica has been advanced and promoted. His election to the presidency of the 
CFU was due largely to his prominence in fraternal and civic affairs. 


Born in Yugoslavia on May 13, 1897, Mr. Mandich is the son of Ivan and 
Josephine (Bryan) Mandich. He graduated from high school and attended a 
commercial academy in his native land and also served several years in the 
army of Yugoslavia. In 1917 he was sent to the Unietd States as a recruiting 
officer for the Allied Armies and it was then that he determined to make the 
new world his future home. He returned to his homeland for demobilization 
and again came to America to establish his home. 


Mr. Mandich became active in public affairs immediately after he settled 
in America as a civilian. He became the Assistant Cashier of the Peoples Bank 
of New Castle, Pennsylvania, and also of the Bessemer State Bank of Bessemer, 
Pennsylvania. He served as treasurer of three school districts in Lawrence 
County, and one term as treasurer of Lawrence County. He became known 
for his trustworthiness and dependability. 


One of Mr. Mandich’s earliest connections was with the Croatian Fraternal 
Union. He was instrumental in organizing English Speaking Lodges; active 
in sport activities among the youth; and in reorganizing the system of invest- 
ments of the CFU which greatly aided its growth and progress. He was elected 
first vice-chairman of the 1932 convention of the order held at Gary, Indiana, 
and chairman of the 1943 convention held in Chicago, Illinois. He was the 
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founder of the first English Speaking Lodge in the Union, ‘““The Brotherhood 
of Sacred Heart,” at Bessemer. 

In 1918 Mr. Mandich married Miss Olga Platzer who had come to the 
United States at the age of twelve. Mr. and Mrs. Mandich have three children 
—Virginia, Louis Ivan, and Boris J. Virginia married Alan Guttridge and has 
five children—Alan, Gerry, Mary Jane, and Philip and Richard (twins). Louis 
Ivan married Elizabeth McCorkle and has two children—Louis, Jr., and Cath- 
lyn. Boris J. married Jean Burchfield and has one son, John Gregory and 
a daughter, Dorothea Ann. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mandich are communicants of St. Mary’s R. C. Church of 
Rankin, Pennsylvania. Mr. Mandich’s chief diversion is in a game of chess 
in which he ranks as an expert. Since his removal to Pittsburgh in 1947 he has 
given much of his time and talent to civic affairs and he is regarded as one of 


the leaders of Allegheny County. 


LOUIS FREDERICK KOENIG 


That America is the land of opportunity has been proved many times, but 
never better than by the example of Louis Frederick Koenig, chairman of 
the board of the Duquesne Brewing Company of Pittsburgh. When he en- 
tered the brewing field in 1903, with the old Independent Brewing Company, 
Mr. Koenig was something like an assistant to the assistant cashier; now, as 
Board Chairman and Counselor of Duquesne, he is the man greatly responsi- 
ble for the growth and expansion of his company to a position among the 
leading breweries of the country. 

Mr. Koenig’s opportunity arose out of adversity rather than any easy path 
of good fortune, and it was his own initiative, determination, and business skill 
that paved the way. The Independent Brewing Company bought up Duquesne 
and sixteen other small breweries all in Western Pennsylvania in 1905 and 
Mr. Koenig soon became an important figure in the enlarged company. He 
rose rapidly to assistant cashier, cashier, assistant secretary, and then to assistant 
treasurer; and in 1920 he was made a member of the board of directors. 

But that was just at the beginning of the difficult days of prohibition. Inde- 
pendent soon found that even the sale of near-beer couldn’t keep the com- 
pany’s head above water so it began to liquidate its assets by selling plants and 
equipment to dairies, motion picture companies, lumber dealers, and scrap 
dealers. By 1930, after the long siege of prohibition, complicated by the first 
effect of the depression, Independent was all but through. 

A group of seven determined men headed by Mr. Koenig pooled all possi- 
ble resources, however, and with the aid of their combined energy and skill 
held the company together for another two years. In 1933, due largely to his 
successful financing efforts, the company was reorganized under the name of 
the Duquesne Brewing Company, the long unused corporate title which it had 
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owned since 1905, and Mr. Koenig became the new company’s vice-president, 
in charge of finance. 

For the next eight years he worked closely with President John A. Friday, 
Sr., expanding and building Duquesne into a solid, stable company. Responsi- 
ble for the financial success of the company, he was in a key position to sug- 
gest moves which he felt were advantageous. Millions of dollars of earnings 
were turned back into plant and equipment of the most modern description, 
dividends were paid regularly and preferred stock was retired. Nothing was 
spared to establish and maintain the company’s products upon a peak of qual- 
ity, and their sales gradually built into a position of prominence across Penn- 
sylvania and neighboring states. 

Upon the death of Mr. Friday in 1941, the board of directors of Duquesne 
elected Mr. Koenig president. His long association with the company and his 
intimate knowledge of the brewing industry itself made him a logical and ex- 
cellent choice. He held this position until March 5, 1954, at which time he was 
elected chairman of the Board of Directors and Counselor for the corporation. 

Mr. Koenig’s personal life mirrors the skill with which he guides his com- 
pany. Born of early German settler stock on the South Side of Pittsburgh, 
August 17, 1885, the head man of Duquesne, now in his sixties, is confident, 
kindly, full of energy, rich in the enjoyment of family and friends. And al- 
though he devotes much of his limited leisure time to literature, with a taste 
for the classics, his greatest relaxation and pleasure comes from playing his own 
electric organ. (A story goes that as a young man he once taught six pupils 
for 50c an hour to pay for his own $3.00 lessons.) A church-going, charity- 
minded man, he takes an intense and active interest in various Pittsburgh insti- 
tutions and civic affairs. 

In June 1911, Mr. Koenig married Miss Alma Fredricka Ruske of Pittsburgh, 
who is now deceased. They became the parents of two sons and grandparents 
of three children. The older son, Dr. Fred William Ruske Koenig married 
Helen Heinrich and has one daughter, Karol Lee Koenig. Their youngest son, 
Paul William Koenig, married Dorothy McDonald and has two children, Rich- 
ard Frederick and Barbara Catherine Koenig. 

Having been a prominent figure in the brewing industry since the early 
1900’s, Mr. Koenig keenly appreciates what is good for the beer business, de- 
plores the conditions that hurt it and 1s highly in favor of the industry’s moves 
for self-regulation. He has long taken a leading role in planning and directing 
the activities of local, state and national brewers’ associations, and is an ener- 
getic member of the board of directors of the West Pennsylvania Brewers’ 
Association and U.S.B.F. 

Today, looking back with justifiable pride at the growth of his company 
to the select group of breweries whose production exceeds a million barrels a 
year, his vision is just as firmly fixed upon the future. Under his direction, 
Duquesne has only recently completed the greatest expansion in its history, a 
three-year program which more than doubled its capacity. And anyone who 
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knows Mr. Koenig can be sure that this immense project was attended with 
the same soundness, stability and emphasis upon quality of product that have 
always characterized him and his company’s policies. 


THE DUQUESNE BREWING COMPANY 


Beer, a pleasant beverage of moderation, has existed in one form or another 
almost since the dawn of civilization. Because of its flavor and the good-feeling 
it promotes, it has been a favorite with both the wealthy and the not-so- 
wealthy. It derives extra favor with that latter group, because, for all its good- 
ness, beer is an economical beverage. 

It is no wonder that such a prosperous, multi-million dollar enterprise as the 
Duquesne Brewing Company of Pittsburgh should develop, since it produces 
such a long-time favorite as beer. However, before reaching its present status 
as the largest brewery in the state of Pennsylvania and one of the largest in the 
world, Duquesne passed through difficult periods. 

At the turn of the century, Pittsburgh and the vicinity were liberally scat- 
tered with small brewing concerns, most of which were kept small by limited 
capital, local outlets and cut-throat competition. In 1905, in the midst of that 
confusion, the Independent Brewing Company was organized. It was a large 
and well-capitalized company, and after a few years was able to corner sev- 
enteen of the local breweries. The Duquesne Brewing Company was the nu- 
cleus of these companies. 

The integration led to growth and expansion of the enterprise, which de- 
veloped into a well-knit concern. Then, in 1918, came prohibition to bring an 
end to the good days for Independent and its many customers. 

While the Volstead Act was in effect, Independent gradually was forced to 
liquidate its $13,500,000 assets, selling its plants and equipment to dairies, mo- 
tion picture operators, lumber companies and scrap dealers. Sales of near-beer 
were insufficient to pay interest on bonds. By 1930, the company found its 
assets nil, after the ravages of prohibition and in the midst of the early days of 
the depression. 

With a touch of grimness, seven men, headed by one of the directors and 
officers, L. F. Koenig, held tightly to the company in an attempt to weather 
the difficulties. When Roosevelt was elected, the industry took on a brighter 
outlook. Louis Frederick Koenig made plans for reorganization and a new 
start. 

Bondholders of the Independent Brewing Company received new bonds 
plus stock for their old; stockholders got new common stock for their hold- 
ings. It was a discouraging and lengthy task, but the group completed the work 
and the Duquesne Brewing Company arose on the foundation of Independent, 
not without stiff competition. 

The company was still surviving on borrowed time, for it was required to 
operate borrowed money—money borrowed to pay for government revenue 
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stamps. When it was formed, the Duquesne Brewing Company had assets to- 
talling some $2,000,000, of which slightly more than half had been obtained 
through sale of stock, with the remainder represented by tangible assets. 


Since those hard days, Duquesne has grown to an enviable position, Millions 
of dollars have been plowed back into the business to buy new equipment and 
enlarge facilities. This improvement was carried on in addition to regular pay- 
ments of dividends and the retirement of preferred stock. 


Only recently, the company completed its greatest expansion in history, a 
program which more than doubled its capacity. The multi-million dollar activ- 
ity included construction of an ultra-modern brewhouse—‘“The Most Modern 
Brewery in the World,” several immense new warehouses and storage build- 
ings, enlarged bottling facilities—all providing the utmost in quality and effi- 
ciency. 

Today, L. F. Koenig serves the Duquesne Brewing Company as Chairman 
of the Board and Counselor. Other officers and directors with years of expe- 
rience in the brewing industry are, John A. Friday, Jr., President; Paul W. 
Koenig, Vice-President and Treasurer; S. W. Koenig, Vice-President in 
Charge of Customer Relations; J. A. Bischoff, Secretary and Controller; Grant 
E. Friday, Superintendent of Plants and Director of Safety; C. J. Steinicke, 
Brewmaster; and A. J. Diebold, Jr., Board Member. 

Advertising has played an important part in establishing Duquesne’s sales 
position as the largest-selling beer in Western Pennsylvania, and the com- 
pany’s advertising efforts grow continually in conjunction with facility expan- 
sion. 

Possessed of the most modern brewery in the world, Duquesne features the 
effect of modern brewing in its advertising. Such equipment, coupled with 
the efforts of a staff of nationally-recognized brewing experts, make Duquesne 
Pilsener and its companion brew, Silver Top Lager, worthy of their titles as 
“The Finest Beers in Town.” 

All advertising is handled by Mr. V. I. Maitland, Executive Vice-President 
of Walker & Downing General Agency, Pittsburgh, and Advertising Director 
of the Duquesne Brewing Company of Pittsburgh. 


JOHN A. FRIDAY, JR. 


The brewing industry, being almost as old as civilization, is rife with tradi- 
tion. Son follows father in position: a cooper’s son becomes a cooper, a brew- 
master’s son becomes a brewmaster . . . a president’s son becomes a president. 
But it takes more than tradition to make a man qualify for responsible posi- 
tions in brewing. It takes background and know how and a loving under- 
standing of the industry. John A. Friday, Jr., personifies those qualifications. 
That is why he has naturally attained the presidency of the Duquesne Brew- 
ing Company of Pittsburgh. 
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In the tradition of the industry, the current head of Duquesne followed his 
father’s footsteps. John A. Friday, Sr., held the office of president from the 
formation of the Duquesne Brewing Company in 1933 until his death in 1941. 
But the younger Friday learned the brewer’s art on his own. 

He started work for Duquesne in 1933, when the infant company was strug- 
gling in financial difhculty. His first job was as assistant to W. S. Steinert, who 
cleared bills for payment, purchased part of the materials, made up payrolls and 
banked the company’s money. He banked very little money of his own, be- 
cause he took that first job without pay, to learn the business. 

John A. Friday, Jr.’s next job was as a regular salesman for the brewery. 
After a period of straight selling, where he learned much of this vital facet of 
the industry, he became a special salesman, contacting wholesalers and making 
special recommendations to them. 

After establishing a solid background in sales, he became superintendent and 
sales manager of the Carnegie, Pa. plant, which had been the old Chartiers 
Valley Brewery. In that position he built up his knowledge of production, 
later becoming general manager of the brewery. 

Later, he progressed into the position of assistant sales manager and became 
a member of the board of directors of the Duquesne Brewing Company. His 
next logical step was into the sales manager’s job. In 1940 he became vice- 
president, after which he was elevated to the executive vice-presidency and 
director of sales post. On March 5, 1954, he was installed as president of 
Duquesne. 

His interest and ability in the brewing industry are evidenced by his steady 
advancement, eventually leading him into his present position at the head of a 
brewery widely recognized in the industry as the most modern in the world. 
He is carrying forward the company’s broad program of expansion and mod- 
ernization, aggressively putting to use his wide general experience in all phases 
of brewing activity. 

First and foremost a business man, John A. Friday, Jr. engages in outside 
activities as much as his heavy schedule permits. He holds posts in the United 
States Brewers’ Foundation as a member of the Finance Committee and of the 
Brewers’—Wholesalers’ Liaison Committee. 

A public-spirited citizen, interested in the advancement of Pittsburgh’s prog- 
ress, Friday is a member of the Pittsburgh Convention Bureau’s executive com- 
mittee and is a member of the board of directors of that organization. He also 
serves on the president’s advisory board of Duquesne University and the board 
of St. Joseph’s Hospital. , | 

He and his wife, the former Helene Whitehill, whom he married in Novem- 
ber, 1938, have three children: John A. III, age 12 years, Charles W., 8 years, 
and Barbara Helene, 6 years. Friday, himself, is one of four children, Grant 
E., Superintendent of Plants and Director of Safety at the brewery; Dr. Rupert 
H., a prominent gynecologist, and Ruth F. Diebold, wife of a Duquesne Brew- 
ing Company director, A. J. Diebold, Jr. 
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His 43 years have taught him to be a cautious man, but John A. Friday, Jr. 
is nevertheless an aggressive leader, with faith in his company, the brewing in- 
dustry and the hundreds of thousands of people served by Duquesne. The 
future is bright for the Duquesne Brewing Company under his leadership. 


LELAND WAYNE COOK 


Even the most casual study of the Administration Building at the Greater 
Pittsburgh Airport reveals the designing and engineering skill of Leland 
Wayne Cook. That building is but one of the outstanding works of this noted 
consulting structural engineer, who has spent three decades in the construc- 
tion industry and is now engaged in independent practice with headquarters 
at 705 Peoples Bank Building. Mr. Cook, who has held various offices in the 
organizations of his profession, serves on an important agency of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania—the Committee for the Study and Revision of the 
Pennsylvania State Building Regulations. 


Born in Stewart, Ohio, on May 15, 1900, he is the son of Roland Brett and 
Lola C. (Rowell) Cook. His father was also a native of Stewart. The engineer 
has lived most of his life in Allegheny County. In boyhood he moved with his 
family to Avalon and here received his elementary and high school education. 
In 1924, he took the degree of Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering at the 
University of Pittsburgh. He was an outstanding student in every way. Be- 
sides his attainments in scholarship, he received four letters in baseball and was 
captain of the team in 1923. He was elected to Kappa Sigma, the social frater- 
aity, and to Omicron Delta Kappa, the honorary fraternity. 


From 1924 to 1926 he was chief of party in the construction of the Pitt Sta- 
dium and from 1926 to 1940 he was chief engineer for the Metzger-Richardson 
Company, designing schools, hospitals and office and other commercial build- 
ings. In his final two years, 1940-42, with this concern, he was a partner. In 
December, 1942, he was commissioned a Captain in the United States Army 
Transportation Corps. He was promoted to Major exactly a year later and in 
March, 1945, to Lieutenant Colonel. He served fifteen months in the Pacific 
Theater of Operations (Western Area) as director of the Supply, Transpor- 
tation Corps. 


Separated from the service in March, 1946, Mr. Cook established himself in 
private practice as a consulting structural engineer. He considers the Admin- 
istration Building at the airport his most noteworthy project to date. It cost 
$10,000,000 to build. Also for the airport, he designed the foundations and 
was consultant on the superstructures of two hangars, each with three-hinged 
arches of 278-foot span, costing $2,000,000. To his credit, too, are the indus- 
trial buildings he designed for American Radiator and Standard Sanitary Man- 
ufacturing Company in Buffalo, Baltimore, Louisville, New Orleans and other 
cities, costing $10,000,000. Other ‘“‘credits” include five-story warehouse for 
E. L. Wiegand Company, Pittsburgh, $1,000,000; two buildings for Somerset 
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State Hospital, Somerset, $3,000,000; Warren State Hospital, $1,000,000; 
Junior-Senior High School and Elementary School, North Versailles Town- 
ship, $2,000,000; Allegheny County Home for the Aged, in association with R. 
A. Zern, P.E., $18,500,000; foundations for the pit furnace building, Fairless 
Works, U.S. Steel Corporation, $1,000,000. In addition, he has designed or 
acted as consultant on numerous schools, hospitals, apartments and commer- 
cial and industrial buildings of smaller size. 

Mr. Cook married Helen Baird Brown, daughter of Lewis Day and Helen 
Penelope (MacDowall) Brown, in Pittsburgh on April 28, 1927. Mrs. Cook 
is prominent in many civic spheres. She is a director of the Winchester- 
Thurston School and the Hearing Society of Pittsburgh and a member of the 
Social Service Board of the Presbyterian and Women’s Hospitals, the Health 
and Welfare Federation of Allegheny County and the Twentieth Century 
Club of Pittsburgh. She and Mr. Cook make their home at 4403 Centre Ave- 
nue, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Cook, a registered Professional Engineer of both Pennsylvania and 
West Virginia, was appointed to the State Building Regulations Committee, 
Department of Labor and Industry, by Governor Fine in 1952. He is a vice- 
president of the Pittsburgh Chapter, Pennsylvania Society of Professional 
Engineers, of which he is past membership comittee chairman. He also belongs 
to the National Society of Professional Engineers and the American Concrete 
Institute. He is an associate member of the American Society of Civil Eng- 
neers. As a golfer, he holds a membership in the Montour Heights Country 
Club. He worships in the Third Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh. In pol- 
itics he is a Republican. An imposing figure physically, Mr. Cook is six feet 
one inch tall, weighs 185 pounds and has gray eyes and gray hair. His is an 
even disposition. His record of achievements in the engineering world have 
made him a first citizen of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. 


ROBERT McCONKEY DOUGLASS 


One of the oldest engineers in active practice in Pennsylvania, before his 
death, Robert McConkey Douglass specialized in municipal, sanitary and 
water engineering. He could point with pride to a long career in which vir- 
tually single-handed he developed many communities, most of them in Alle- 
gheny County but many others in nearby counties, other parts of the state and 
in other states. Notable among the communities which have had the benefit of 
his planning and guidance is Ford City in neighboring Armstrong County. 
The developer of that municipality, Mr. Douglass had been its Borough Engi- 
neer since 1897. 

Allegheny County has long been the home of his family. He was born here 
on June 21, 1872, the son of Alexander and Elizabeth (McConkey) Douglass, 
both also natives of the county. His father, born near the Washington County 
line, was in his youth a carpenter, but spent most of his life as a farmer. Robert 
Douglass received his preliminary education in Allegheny County’s grade and 
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high schools. He spent three years at Western University and one year at Park 
Institute. 

He began his career by working with engineers when still a student at the 
Institute. Subsequently, he was employed by the R. L. Smith Engineering 
Company and then by the Wilkins and Davidson Engineering Company, both 
of Pittsburgh. At about this time he began to be a part of the history of Ford 
City. In 1897 the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company was founded. For its own 
development the company needed a small community like Ford City. It pur- 
chased Ford City and placed Mr. Douglas in charge of developing the com- 
munity which because of the plate glass works and the numerous employees 
with their families grew rapidly. Mr. Douglass surveyed and laid out new 
streets, installed the sewer system and water plants, the park and other mu- 
nicipal improvements. Through the years as Borough Engineer he kept Ford 
City modern, attractive and healthful. 


He always “kept an eye” on Ford City even when apparently preoccupied 
with other work. In 1901 and 1902 he was sent to Chester, West Virginia, to 
assist in the development of that municipality. In 1903 and 1904 he performed 
a similar service for Valley Park, Missouri, by an arrangement with the St. 
Louis Glass Company. On his return to Pittsburgh in 1905, he was a consult- 
ing engineer specializing in civil and municipal engineering. For a few years 
in the early part of his career he was associated with another engineer, William 
McKnight, and they served more than twenty-five municipalities in various 
states. Mr. Douglass built sewer and water plants in many regions. 


He married Lida B. Lake in Castle Shannon in 1898. She was born in Wash- 
ington County on July 31, 1872, and died in Pittsburgh in March, 1949. Mrs. 
Douglass shared with her husband an intense and devout interest in the Pres- 
byterian Church and was active in every phase of the church program. For 
many years she was secretary of the United Presbyterian Hospital board of 
directors. One son was born to the marriage—Samuel Lake Douglass, now 
plant engineer for the Scaife Corporation at Oakmont. The son married Mar- 
garet Meckel and is the father of twin girls, Marie and Margaret Douglass, born 
in 1945. Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Lake Douglass and family reside in Oakmont. 

The elder Mr. Douglass, who was a registered professional engineer in many 
states, was a member of the Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers 
and the Pennsylvania Municipal Authorities Association. He was an elder of 
his church for many years and a Republican in his political leanings. Work, 
he insisted, was his hobby. He was tall and robust despite his attainment of 
octogenary rank, and owed much to his sense of humor and affable person- 
ality. And many communities owe much to him. 


HONORABLE JAMES GROVE FULTON 


The devoted public service of the Honorable James Grove Fulton has made 
him a well liked and popular figure in Western Pennsylvania. A native and 
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descendant of many generations prominent in the district which he now rep- 
resents in the National House of Representatives, Congressman Fulton has 
served his constituency and the rest of the nation with conspicuous fairness 
and skill. An attorney by profession, he is also a newspaper publisher, farmer, 
and 1s a Naval veteran of World War II. In Congress he serves on the impor- 
tant Foreign Affairs Committee, being chairman of the European Subcommit- 
tee. 

The Congressman, a well known local figure, as “Jim Fulton,” was born in 
what is now called the Borough of Dormont on March 1, 1903. Allegheny 
County and Dormont and Mt. Lebanon, have been his homes throughout his 
life. His parents were the late James Ernest Fulton, President of the Monon- 
gahela National Bank of Pittsburgh, and Emilie (Fetterman) Fulton. He is a 
grandson of the late Dr. John Lockhart Fulton, pastor of the Second Presby- 
terian Church, Allegheny, Pittsburgh, and the late Judge Charles Sylvester 
Fetterman, of the Common Pleas Court of Allegheny County. His forebears, 
the Fettermans, the Plumers, the McElroys have lived in the South Hills con- 
tinuously since the 1700’s. A graduate of South Hills High School, he took his 
college courses at Pennsylvania State College, from which he received the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Arts with high honor, and his professional work at Har- 
vard Law School, where he took the Bachelor of Laws degree. He also studied 
for two years in the night classes of the Fine Arts Department of Carnegie 
Institute of Technology, and is a collector of paintings. 

He was admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar in 1928. He practiced law until 
1942, as a partner in Alter Wright and Barron, a prominent Pittsburgh law 
firm specializing in banking and corporation law, headed by George E. Alter, 
former attorney general of Pennsylvania. From 1934 to 1942 he was a mem- 
ber of the Allegheny County Board of Law Examiners on appointment by the 
local Board of Judges, and in 1942 was Borough Solicitor for the Borough of 
Dormont. His Dormont home is the old family residence at 2850 Espy Ave- 
nue, and his farm, the Golden Pheasant Farm, is located on Shady Drive, Mt. 
Lebanon. The newspapers which are published under his aegis are The Mount 
Lebanon News, The Boro News, of Bethel Boro and Castle Shannon, The 
Crafton-Ingram Times, and The News, of Brentwood and Whitehall Boros, 
and The East Liberty Tribune. 


Mr. Fulton’s first elective office was that of State Senator, to which he was 
elected on the Republican ticket in the year 1939. He represented the South 
Hills Forty-fifth Senatorial District of Pennsylvania. In World War II Mr. 
Fulton volunteered for military service. He was commissioned a Lieutenant 
in the United States Naval Reserve and called to active duty in 1942. 

He was in the Pacific Theater of Operations when he was elected to Con- 
gress on November 7, 1944. To take his seat in the National House he re- 
turned from the Philippine combat area on February 2, 1945. He was reelected 
to the 80th, 81st, 82nd and 83rd Congresses by large majorities. 

In 1947 the Speaker appointed him a member of the Board of Visitors of the 
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United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. In the 80th Congress, he was 
chairman of the special displaced persons subcommittee of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. President Truman appointed him a United States delegate to the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Employment at Havana in 1947-48. 
In 1953, with the formation of the 83rd Congress, he was made chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs Committee’s European subcommittee. His sincere interest 
in service and his civic activities are well received by the local community. 


CHARLES MONROE THORP, JR. 


For seven decades the Thorp name has been a prominent one in the indus- 
trial-legal world. Charles Monroe Thorp, Sr., not only organized great com- 
panies but represented them as counsel. Charles Monroe Thorp, Jr. is counsel 
for many of the same companies and serves on their boards. He holds a position 
of leadership among fellow members of the Allegheny County Bar and in social 
and civic life. 

He was born in Edgewood, Allegheny County, on March 9, 1895, and was 
apparently from the first destined to follow his father into the legal profession 
and industrial world. His father, a native of Hawley, practiced law in Pitts- 
burgh from 1886 to 1942. It was he who organized the Weirton Steel Com- 
pany, National Steel Corporation and Edgewater Steel Company. He served as 
a director of these and other companies and was their counsel. His wife was the 
former Jessie M. Boulton, daughter of George and Mary (Jordan) Boulton. 

Charles M. Thorp, Jr., first attended the public schools of Edgewood. In 
1916, he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at Cornell University and in 1919 
that of Bachelor of Laws at Harvard Law School. He was elected to Theta 
Delta Chi Fraternity. Admitted to the bar on October 13, 1919, he has prac- 
ticed in Pittsburgh since that date. For nearly a quarter of a century he was 
associated with his father, the association ending only by the death of the 
senior Mr. Thorp. 

Mr. Thorp, Jr., has been a member of the law firm of Thorp, Reed and 
Armstrong and predecessor firms since 1920. Among firms for which Thorp, 
Reed and Armstrong serve as counsel are National Steel Corporation, Weirton 
Steel Company, Blaw-Knox Company, Westinghouse Airbrake Company, 
H. J. Heinz Company, Pittsburgh Consolidation Coal Company, Hillman 
Coal and Coke Company, Pittsburgh Coke and Chemical Company, Manufac- 
turers Light and Heat Company, Edgewater Steel Company, Homestead Valve 
Manufacturing Company, and Hubbard and Company. 

Mr. Thorp has been admitted to practice in local and appellate State Courts 
of Pennsylvania, the United States District Court for Western Pennsylvania, 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, and the United 
States Supreme Court. He is on the boards of Blaw-Knox, Edgewater, Home- 
stead Valve, McDowell Manufacturing Company, Pennsylvania Industries, 
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Inc., Pennsylvania Bankshares and Securities Corporation, Crescent Brick 
Company, West Elizabeth Lumber Company, and Bowman Coal Company. 

He married Virginia G. Eicher, daughter of Alex Eicher, Jr., and Winona 
(Gallaher) Eicher, in Greensburg on February 16, 1933. Mrs. Thorp is a 
member of the Twentieth Century Club, College Club and the Women’s 
Board of the Kingsley Association. The Thorps have three children—Winona 
E., Jessie B. and Charles Monroe Thorp, III. Their home is on Woodland 
Road and they worship in Calvary Episcopal Church. Mr. Thorp’s office is in 
Suite 2900, Grant Building. 

Mr. Thorp is active in many professional, civic and social organizations. 
Among them are the Allegheny County Bar Association, in which he serves on 
various committees; Pennsylvania State and American Bar Associations; Du- 
quesne, University, Oakmont Country and Longue Vue and also the Farm- 
ington Country Club at Charlottesville, Virginia. He is a member of the Re- 
publican Party. Music and golf are his chief diversions. His activities are con- 
tributing to the county’s continued industrial growth. 


THE PITTSBURGH COURIER PUBLISHING COMPANY 


Dedicated to the purpose of serving the interests of American Negroes and 
of obtaining for them the status of first-class citizens, the newspaper known 
today as The Pittsburgh Courier was founded in 1910. The publishing com- 
pany was actually incorporated on March 10, 1910, by the world-celebrated 
Robert Lee Vann, Edward Harleston, W. C. Posey, Sr., W. C. Page, Sr., 
Samuel Rosemond, and William E. Hance. 


Mr. Vann, who was to achieve international fame as lawyer, political states- 
man and publisher-editor, as well as vigorous and courageous fighter for the 
rights of the Negro, became editor of the paper in 1912 and remained in that 
office until his death in October, 1940. He assumed the presidency and treas- 
ureship when he acquired control in the late 1920s. From 1910 to 1913, the 
paper was published at 1204 Wylie Avenue; from 1913 to 1929 at 518 Fourth 
Avenue, and since 1929 it has been in its own building at 2628 Centre Avenue. 
From its small beginnings, the paper has risen to one of tremendous influence 
wherever English-speaking Negroes live and struggle for full realization of 
themselves as human beings and citizens. About 265 individuals are on the 
payroll, exclusive of contract writers and distributors. The Courier 1s the 
largest Negro newspaper which has had a peak distribution of 357,000. 

The Courier was the first Negro newspaper to send war correspondents to 
foreign countries in World War II and, under Robert L. Vann’s leadership, 
began a crusade in 1938 for the integration of Negroes into all branches of the 
armed forces. It also started a crusade for the integration of Negroes into or- 
ganized baseball and has led the fight against discrimination and segregation in 
the Nation’s capital. It was The Courier that located Dorie Miller, Negro 
messman, who performed service beyond the call of duty. 
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Men like Wendell Willkie and Franklin Delano Roosevelt, not to mention 
leaders in every walk of life the world over, have praised the paper for its 
courageous and effective work in the field of human welfare. It is a member of 
the Audit Bureau of Circulations, National Newspaper Publishers Association, 
Pennsylvania Newspaper Publishers Association and Business and Professional 
Men’s Association. Since the death of her husband, Mrs. Jessie Matthews Vann 
has been president and treasurer. (Her story and that of her late husband are 
told, separately, in other sections of this history). Mrs. Daisy E. Lampkin is 
vice-president; E. C. Alexander, secretary, and these officers, with W. Clyde 
Page and William G. Nunn, constitute the board of directors. To paraphrase 
a telegram of condolence sent by Wendell Willkie to Mrs. Vann on the occa- 
sion of her husband’s death, The Pittsburgh Courier has put something vital 
into the nation’s life. Its courageous endeavors through the years to educate 
public opinion to a high attitude of fairness towards the colored citizens has 
constituted a great service, not only to Negroes but equally to every American 
citizen. 


ROBERT LEE VANN 


On Saturday, October 24, 1940, The Pittsburgh Courier, one of the world’s 
famous newspapers, carried its saddest story, beginning with these words: 
“Robert L. Vann, who rose from the obscurity of a backwoods farm ‘out from’ 
Ahoskie, North Carolina, to confer with Presidents on the subject of the Ne- 
gro, is no more! Death wrote “Thirty’ to the dramatic life saga of America’s 
Number One Negro Citizen Thursday at 7:05 P.M., when the internationally- 
known publisher and editor of The Pittsburgh Courier passed away at Shady- 
side Hospital. Born August 29, 1879, he was sixty-one years old. Lawyer, dip- 
lomat, crusader, political statesman, Mr. Vann died as he had lived—fighting to 
the last. In a coma since Tuesday, his last words, spoken to his wife, Mrs. Jessie 
M. Vann, were: ‘Don’t worry about me. I'll be all right.’ Only the indomitable 
courage which had characterized his every public and private action down 
through the years had kept him alive since that time.” 


The name of Robert L. Vann is perhaps better known than that of any 
other Negro. His political sagacity his fearless courage in following the path 
of his own convictions and his never-ending fight for the rights of his people, 
which preoccupied him continuously, have become legendary. Mr. Vann was 
born of poor parents who grubbed a measly pittance from reluctant soil. The 
father’s first name or birthplace is not known. The mother was Lucy (Peoples) 
Vann. An associate who knew him in North Carolina reports that Mr. Vann 
“never saw a train until he was nine years old and he never got far enough 
out of the country to start his life until he was a big boy.” 

But once he had gone from Ahoskie, a busy life kept him upon life’s main 
highways. He studied at Waters Normal Institute, Winton, North Carolina, 
and at Virginia Union University, Richmond. From 1903 to 1909 he was at 
the University of Pittsburgh, taking academic and then law courses. The stand- 
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ing he achieved as a student was the promise of a brilliant future. He was on 
the Debating Team and in his senior year was editor-in-chief of The Courant, 
the University of Pittsburgh paper. He was also a member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity. In later years, Virginia Union University and Wilberfore Univer- 
sity in Ohio, in recognition of his great contribution as a national leader, con- 
ferred upon him the honorary degrees of Doctor of Humanities. At Pitt, he 
had, of course, received the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws. 


His poverty made necessary his working through school from the very be- 
ginning. In 1909 he was admitted to the Bar of Allegheny County and until 
1913 he practiced from offices on Fifth Avenue. Later, 1913-1929, his offices 
were on Fourth Avenue and from 1929 until his death they were at 2628 Cen- 
tre Avenue. In 1910 Mr. Vann obtained his charter for The Pittsburgh Courier. 
He became its editor in 1912 and served in that capacity until his death. He 
also was its treasurer and president, having acquired control in the late 1920s. 
(The story of the paper is more fully told in a separate account.) He was al- 
ways interested in politics and was what might be termed a “political analyst.” 
He tried eighty-four murder cases and in not one was a first degree verdict 
brought in. In 1941, a grade school in Pittsburgh was named for him and in 
1942 a high school at Ahoskie. On October 10, 1943, a Liberty Ship was given 
his name. The Vann Memorial Tower on the campus of Virginia Union Uni- 
versity was part of the Belgian Building which was moved from the World’s 
Fair to Richmond. 


In the year he became a newspaper publisher, he married Jessie Ellen Mat- 
thews. The date of the wedding was February 17, 1910. The bride, a native of 
Gettysburg, was the daughter of William H. and Mary Jane (Walker) Mat- 
thews. Today a national figure in work on behalf of the Negro and in other 
welfare and _ political spheres, Mrs. Vann is president and treasurer of The 
Pittsburgh Courier. Her story will also be found on other pages of this history. 
The Vanns lived on Fourteenth Street, Oakmont, and there Mrs. Vann’s home 
Is today. 


Mr. Vann’s public career, outside that achieved through newspaper pub- 
lishing and editor, began in 1918 with his appointment as Assistant City So- 
licitor of Pittsburgh. He held this post until 1922. He had always been a Re- 
publican, except in 1932 and 1936 when he supported the Democrats, and it 
was generally recognized that he was the largest single factor in changing the 
political affiliation of Negroes from Republican to Democrat. Locally, he sup- 
ported men rather than parties. He felt that the Negro vote should be kept 
liquid. In the same issue of his paper which announced his death, appeared a 
large editorial urging readers to support Wendell Willkie against Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, on the grounds that Mr. Willkie, as a Republican, was more 
likely to help the Negro achieve his full promise as a human being than Mr. 
Roosevelt, because the latter, being a Northern Democrat, could not hold 
office without the support of Southern Democrats, who, Mr. and Mrs. Vann 
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felt, opposed Negro fulfillment. However, in 1933, President Roosevelt ap- 
pointed Mr. Vann Special Assistant United States Attorney General, an office 
he resigned in 1936 to devote his entire time to The Courier. Later, he was a 
member of Governor Earl’s Committee to Revise the Constitution of the State 
of Pennsylvania and also a member of the V irgin Islands Commission. Eminent 
in Masonry, he was crowned with the thirty-third degree and he was also a 
leader in the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and other fraternal 
groups. 

Mr. Vann believed in the utility of politics. He sought racial independence 
in politics and wanted Negroes to follow their own leadership in this field and 
he sought a leadership that would be above the lure of gold and power. His 
last great public service, a crowning series of events in a colorful and progres- 
sive career, was the crystallization of sentiment, White and Black, for equal 
participation of Negroes in the defense forces of the United States. He lived to 
see adopted by the Army and Navy some of the program of equality he pro- 
posed to President Roosevelt and other national leaders. His body was laid to 
rest at Homewood Cemetery on October 28, 1940. In a thumbnail eulogy, The 
Courier wrote: “Robert L. Vann—born into poverty, behind the veil which 


obscures and frustrates lesser men . . . dreamer and doer . . . star gazer and 
star grasper . . . leader and lover of his fellowmen . . . conqueror of ob- 
stacles and king of his own soul . . . friend of the low and the humble, the 
high and mighty . . . courageous fighter, gentle husband . . . generous, slow 
to anger, quick to forgive . . . lawyer, publisher and editor, political states- 
man ... May He Rest in Peace!” 


MRS. ROBERT LEE (JESSIE ELLEN MATTHEWS) VANN 


It has been truly said that in the life of every great man there 1s a woman. 
This should be amended to read: “. . . there is a great woman.” In the life of 
the late Robert Lee Vann, the Negro leader, it was Jessie Ellen Matthews 
Vann. As his wife and partner in all his endeavors, Mrs. Vann, possessor of 
unusual talents of her own, came to full realization of herself. She fought with 
exceptional ability at his side helped him make The Pittsburgh Courier one of 
the world’s great newspapers and the nation’s leading Negro weekly and en- 
couraged and guided him through all his political battles on behalf of Negroes 
and the nation’s general welfare. Today, Mrs. Vann holds his place as publisher 
—president and treasurer—of The Pittsburgh Courier Publishing Company, 
Inc., and continues the crusades which he launched. Her leadership in Western 
Pennsylvania—in all phases of life—is widely recognized and her leadership 
among Negroes the world over is gratefully accepted by them. 

Mrs. Vann was born Jessie Ellen Matthews in Gettysburg. She is the daugh- 
ter of William H. and Mary Jane (Walker) Matthews. She and Mr. Vann 
were married in Pittsburgh on February 17, 1910, the year Mr. Vann, with 
associates, founded The Pittsburgh Courier and a year after he began the law 
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practice which helped make him a leader in the American Bar and politics. 
From that time on she was constantly at his side, and was at his bedside when in 
October, 1940, he passed away, in his sixty-second year. His life story may be 
found elsewhere in this history; also an account of the Courier itself. 

Mrs. Vann has always been primarily a homemaker. But the Negro’s status 
in the world, her husband’s battles to change that status, made her something 
more. She has been active in the Episcopal Church, in many clubs, in such com- 
munity organizations as the Young Women’s Christian Association, the Urban 
League, the National Conference of Christians and Jews, the American Na- 
tional Red Cross, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, the Pittsburgh Community Chest and many other health, welfare, 
youth- serving, economic and semi-political organizations. She continues to be 
active in community affairs and is at present a member of Governor Fine’s 
Industrial Race Relations Commission, the Allegheny County Board of Public 
Assistance and the Metropolitan Young Women’s Christian Association. Late 
in 1953, President Dwight D. Eisenhower appointed her to the International 
Development Advisory Board. On October 14, 1953, in Hollywood, Cali- 
fornia, Mrs. Vann was the honored guest on the nationally televised program, 
“This Is Your Life.” Her home is on Fourteenth Street, Oakmont. Preserving 
the tradition established by her famous husband, Mrs. Vann gives encourage- 
ment and hope to Negroes as they seek status as first-class citizens of America 
and the world. 


OLIVER IRON AND STEEL CORPORATION 


Pioneering in any line of endeavor requires unshaken faith and sustained 
confidence. It was this courage and far-sightedness that started the Oliver Iron 
and Steel Corporation and in which its founders left a heritage of progressive 
enterprise and a tradition of achievement. 


It would be amiss to mention The Oliver Iron and Steel Corporation with- 
out first linking its name with that dynamic, resourceful and engaging person- 
ality—Henry W. Oliver. He was among the first pioneers in the steel industry 
to realize that the stimulating surroundings of Pittsburgh presented a challenge. 
Virility and a lusty spirit of life pervaded the very air. How he met every 
challenge in those early days is seen on every side of the Pittsburgh of today. 
His name was closely associated with the Rockefeller, Morgan, Carnegie, 
Harriman, Frick and other industrial and financial giants whose deeds and 
genius will live as monuments to their memory. Towns, buildings, streets, 
boats, swimming pools, high schools, etc., carry the Oliver name as a symbol 
of their contribution to the growth of Pittsburgh. 

The Oliver Iron and Steel Corporation, established April 25, 1863, by Henry 
W. Oliver, William J. Lewis and John Phillips, entered into the manufacture 
of carriage bolts, machine bolts, plow bolts, nuts, washers and wagon thimble 
skeins, under the firm name of Lewis, Oliver & Phillips. The plant, however, 
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was known as the Excelsior Bolt & Nut Works. It was located on the corner of 
what is now South Tenth and Muriel Streets (old McKee and Neville Streets), 
South Side, in the then known Borough of Birmingham. 

In the early part of the following year, 1864, they associated with them, 
James B. Oliver, and in the latter part of the same year, David B. Oliver. The 
latter, David B. Oliver, had previously been a partner in the Kittanning Iron 
Works of Martin, Oliver & Bickell, and at that time was the general manager of 
their mills. 


After George T. Oliver joined the firm, the Oliver brothers gradually as- 


sumed active management of the organization. 


At the outset, the company made bolts by crude hand methods. The type 
of products fabricated in this manner, although considered excellent products, 
were limited. This led Mr. Lewis to invent and develop a bolt heading machine 
capable of forging greater varieties and diameters of headed bolts. Perfected in 
1865—one of the first of its kind, it was in practical and successful use for a 
number of years. This bolt forging machine, made up partly on the lines of 
the wood machine, also gained considerable prominence on the market. 


The business increased with rapid strides with Mr. David B. Oliver’s acces- 
sion to the firm. Rolling mills were constructed and the company began the 
successful manufacture of iron and steel. The business continued to flourish 
and further expansion became necessary. In 1868, the company erected a large 
two-story brick building on Eleventh Street facing its rolling mill. 


Railroads were just beginning to come into prominence and Pittsburgh was 
being recognized as the gateway to the West. 


Within a few years, the energetic competition of this company became so 
strong that many of the eastern manufacturers moved their factories west of 
the Alleghenies in order to meet such lusty competition at shorter range and to 
obtain cheaper and better manufacturing facilities. 


On August 6, 1880, Mr. Lewis sold out his interest and the company reor- 
ganized under the name of Oliver Brothers & Phillips. At this time the use of 
soft steel for the fabrication of commercial products was being recognized. 
This company was one of the first to enter this new field and the enlargement 
and improvement of plant facilities were soon effected. 


To meet this new trend the company immediately purchased iron producing 
blast furnaces and built iron puddling furnaces and a steel converter. However, 
industries were unable to locate a dependable source for those supplies re- 
quired for the producing of needed raw materials. To meet this demand, the 
company procured extensive iron-ore mines and acquired control of coal mines 
—the Connellsville Coking Coal plant. Coal was converted into coke in ovens at 
Oliver, Pennsylvania. Boats were built and railroads developed to transport 
this ore and coke to our plant. 


On November 9, 1887 the business was incorporated as the Oliver Iron and 
Steel Company after Mr. Phillips had withdrawn from the organization. 
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Between the years 1899 and 1902, Mr. Oliver sold many of his interests to 
other competitive companies. Two of these, the tin plate mill and the wire and 
rod mill, were sold to companies who specialized in the manufacture of these 
products. In later years, the iron mines, furnaces and rolling mills were dis- 
posed of, leaving only the original fabricating company. 


Untl 1902, all products were forged hot. Today the company is using, 
wherever possible, the cold forging process and have purchased or designed 
the most modern and automatic equipment. 

The Oliver Iron and Steel Company functioned under that name until De- 
cember 1922, and after merging with the Morris and Bailey Company became, 
as we are known today, the Oliver Iron and Steel Corporation. 


Its wholly owned subsidiary, the Allegheny & South Side Railway Com- 
pany, connects and operates on the trunk lines of the New York Central and 
the Pennsylvania Railroads. 

Through the last eighty-four years, the Oliver Iron and Steel Corporation 
has played a vital role in the development and growth of the bolt, nut and rivet 
industry. Today, it also manufactures a complete line of Pole Line Hardware 
such as cross arm braces, steel insulator pins, pole steps, pole seats, guy rods, 
guy clamps, pole clamps and many other items. The broad range of modern 
machinery also enables the company to supply railway specialties and com- 
mercial fasteners in hundred thousands of types and sizes, all accurately con- 
forming to dimension and tolerance standards of the American Institute of 
Bolt, Nut and Rivet Manufacturers. Many of these specialties were originated, 
developed and patented by members of the organization and their associates. 


In addition to the company’s diversified line of manufacture, it entered the 
field of manufacturing light and medium weight drop forgings which are now 
extensively produced. 


Men, who have been prominent in practically every walk of life and who 
have “graduated” from the Oliver school include James A. Farrell, for many 
years President of the United States Steel Corporation; E. T. Weir, President of 
the National Steel Corporation; Charles A. Fisher, former President of Jones 
and Laughlin Steel Company; Thomas Girdler, Chairman of the Board of the 
Republic Steel Corporation; D. O. Moore and Thomas W. Smith, founders 
and Charles E. Ferguson, Board Chairman of the Pittsburgh Screw and Bolt 
Corporation. 

Other graduates from Oliver enterprises who had entered other fields were: 
D. L. Gillespie, lumber and aluminum, H. C. Anderson, Treasurer of the H. 
J. Heinz Company; Hempden E. Tener, with Carnegie and later President of 
the Irving Savings Bank of New York City; Thomas D. Brown, President of 
the American Sewer Pipe Company; Theodore W. Siemon, Treasurer of the 
Westinghouse Air Brake Company; John M. Phillips, President of Phillips 
Mine and Supply Company; and John A. Brashear, noted maker of astronom- 
ical instruments. 
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In public life were George T. Oliver, United States Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania and former President of the Oliver Wire Company; John K. Tener, 
Governor of Pennsylvania; E. W. Marland, Governor of Oklahoma; Robert 
McAfee, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; Robert Garland, 
twenty-eight years a member of Pittsburgh City Council; and James J. Davis, 
United States Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Among church men who worked in their early years in Oliver mills were 
Thomas J. Garland, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church of Pennsyl- 
vania, and the Rev. Dilworth Lupton, able minister of the influential First Uni- 
tarian Church who also became a newspaper columnist. In fact, it was Mr. 
Lupton who first broke the story that President Roosevelt had decided to 
discard using the term “New Deal” in connection with his administration. 

The company has served the government in products and personnel in four 
wars. It was founded during the Civil War. Then came the Spanish-American 
conflict, the First World War and the Second World War. Five hundred and 
seventy-three men and fourteen women left their employment to serve with 
the Armed Forces on every front where the Stars and Stripes flew during the 
last conflict. Of these, eighteen men paid the supreme sacrifice that our coun- 
try might continue to enjoy its Democratic freedom. 

And behind the headlines that scream of the fighting on the far-flung battle- 
fields is a story of vision, engineering skill and development in armament at the 
Oliver plant. The progress of the war brought about many new designs and 
techniques in the production of arms and equipment. Oliver experts are con- 
stantly looking beyond the battles of yesterday to the battles of today. 

It was shortly after the Japs attacked Pearl Harbor that Mr. Theodore F. 
Smith, President of the Oliver [ron and Steel Corporation envisioned the manu- 
facture of some combat product in addition to the regular line of products 
which had many war uses. The Oliver Engineers procured contracts for lifting 
plugs for Army shells, nose plugs for Navy shells, nose plugs for 1,000 pound 
bombs and later high explosive shells and rocket parts. This meant converting 
part of the plant to ammunition output. Speed was an all important factor. It 
was necessary to decide what materials were to be used and how to machine, 
heat treat and assemble these munitions. The work of converting part of the 
plant was completed as quickly as possible. 


In November, 1943, Oliver produced the millionth 37mm armor-piercing 
and coincident with that epochal event came a new and revolutionary design 
in the construction of the cap on this shot that had a far-reaching safety factor 
on the firing line. Oliver engineers had been constantly seeking new designs to 
improve the effectiveness and dependability of this shot. Out of this study and 
research came the development of the crimping machine which not only added 
to the stamina and shock resistance of the shot but immeasurably increased its 
dependability. The cap on the original shot was soldered to the body of the 
shot. This not only required valuable time but there was always the danger of 
the caps coming loose especially if fired from guns with worn or defective 
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tubing. In extremely warm gun tubes, the solder may melt or disintegrate, 
thus endangering the lives of soldiers. These caps are perfectly concentric to 
the thousands of an inch. 

Oliver employees are covered by a wide range of protective insurance 
which 1s paid for by the corporation at no cost to the employees. This includes 
Accident and Sickness Insurance and Surgical Expense Insurance for all em- 
ployees and hospital expense insurance for all employees and their dependents, 
as well as a $1,000 Group Life Insurance Policy. For those who desire addi- 
tional hospitalization insurance, a payroll deduction system of premium pay- 
ments has been established. 

There are bowling leagues, softball teams, dances, skating parties, swimming 
parties, and other recreational and social activities. 

The directors of Oliver Iron and Steel Corporation are Messrs. H. V. 
Blaxter, J. J. Crittenden, David L. Frawley, George R. Hann, John Jenkins, 
Charles Oliver, Henry O. Rea, James C. Rea, and Theodore F. Smith. 

The Executives of the Corporation are Messrs. Theodore F. Smith, Presi- 
dent; Henry O. Rea, Vice-President; James C. Rea, Vice-President; Robert 
M. Hayes, Treasurer; Wm. F. Roll, Assistant Secretary and Treasurer; J. H. 
Lammert, Assistant Treasurer and Purchasing Agent; L. E. Uhrich, Comp- 
troller; J. C. Beech, Secretary and Counsel; L. S. Cope, General Manager; E. 
M. Welth, General Manager of Sales—Industrial Fasteners Division, Bennett 
W. Johnson, General Manager of Sales Pole Line Hardware Division. 


THEODORE FELL SMITH 


A business man whose interests spread into many fields, Theodore Fell 
Smith is principally known for his activities in the iron and steel industry and 
in the transportation world, being president and a director of the Oliver Iron 
and Steel Corporation and the Allegheny and South Side Railway Company. 
He gives leadership in civic, welfare, character-building and fraternal programs 
and has a reputation as a Presbyterian layman. 

The son of Frederick William and Clara Maria (Fell) Smith, both now de- 
ceased, Mr. Smith was born in Meadville on August 21, 1893. He began his 
education in the grade schools of Greenville and was graduated from the high 
school there in 1911. Four years later he was graduated from Allegheny Col- 
lege, Meadville, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. In the summer following 
the award of his degree he was employed by the Bessemer and Lake Erie Rail- 
road and from the Fall of 1915 until August, 1917, he was with the Bell Tele- 
phone Company of Pennsylvania. 

When he left the telephone company, he entered the Second Officers’ 
Training Camp at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, and on November 24, 1917, was 
commissioned a First Lieutenant of Infantry in the Regular Army and as- 
signed to the Sixth Division. He was with the American Expeditionary Forces 
in France from July 3, 1918, to February 19, 1919. Upon his return to the 
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United States he was honorably discharged from service. In April, 1919, Mr. 
Smith entered the employ of Harris, Forbes and Company, the investment 
bankers in New York City. Seven years later he became the firm’s district 
salesmanager for the Western Pennsylvania District, with headquarters in Pitts- 
burgh. He remained in this capacity from January 1, 1926, to May, 1933. 

He became district director for the Federal Housing Administration in the 
Western Pennsylvania District in 1934, serving until June 15, 1936, when he 
resigned to accept the dual post of secretary and assistant treasurer of the Oliver 
Iron and Steel Corporation. On October 21, 1936, he was promoted to vice- 
president and on February 3, 1938, to executive vice-president and a director. 
On May 9, 1938, he was elevated to the presidency. A glance at the dates will 
indicate how swift was his rise in this concern, which has grown tremendously 
under his direction. 


Besides his presidency of the iron and steel company and of the Allegheny 
and South Side Railway Company, Mr. Smith is a director of the American 
Fruit Growers, Inc., Los Angeles, California; Standard Steel Specialty Com- 
pany, Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania; Mackintosh-Hemphill Company, Pittsburgh; 
Manufacturers Light and Heat Company, Pittsburgh; Bendix-Westinghouse 
Automotive Air Brake Company, Elyria, Ohio; Western Maryland Railway 
Company, Baltimore, Maryland, and The Columbia Gas System, Inc., New 
York City, and is a trustee of the Pennsylvania Dollar Savings Bank of Pitts- 
burgh. 

He married Mrs. Marion (Munn) Davidson at Beaver, Pennsylvania, on 
October 27, 1921, and they are the parents of two daughters and a son—Marion 
Diane, born on July 28, 1922, the wife of Martin Walrath, III; Sally Anne, 
born on May 10, 1926, the wife of John B. McFeely, and Theodore Fell Smith, 
Jr., born on March 18, 1932. By her previous marriage, Mrs. Smith is the 
mother of Philip James Davidson, born on June 14, 1916. The Smith home is 
at 825 Morewood Avenue. The family worships in the Shadyside Presbyte- 
rian Church, of which Mr. Smith is an elder. 

Among his other activities in the non-business world are service as a mem- 
ber of the board of trustees of Allegheny College and as chairman of the Ad- 
visory Board of Junior Achievement, Inc. In addition, he is a member of the 
Advisory Board of the Pittsburgh Industrial Development Council and of the 
American Supply and Machinery Manufacturers, Inc., and a former member 
of the board of directors of the National Association of Manufacturers. He 
is also a member of the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce. He holds an asso- 
ciate membership in the American Iron and Steel Institute and 1s also a mem- 
ber of Masonic bodies, including the Blue Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons, and the Allegheny Consistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; 
Phi Delta Theta Fraternity; Sons of the American Revolution; Pennsylvania 
Commandery, Military Order of Foreign Wars; Pittsburgh Chapter, Military 
Order of the World War, and such clubs as the Civic of Allegheny County, 
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Duquesne of Pittsburgh, Fox Chapel Golf of Pittsburgh, Rolling Rock of 
Ligonier, Cloud of New York and Carlton of Washington, D. C. His reputa- 


tion as an industrial leader is nationwide. 


EARL F. REED 


Earl F. Reed has been a public figure since the days when as a Special Prose- 
cutor he removed a Pittsburgh Mayor from office for malfeasance and as an 
Assistant to the Attorney General of the United States obtained the conviction 
of 58 politicians for vote frauds. His career as an attorney in private practice is 
equally distinguished, though perhaps less spectacular. He is active in indus- 
trial, banking, radio broadcasting and oil corporations, in civic and professional 
affairs and is one of Pennsylvania’s outstanding citizens. 

Mr. Reed was born in Spartansburg, Crawford County, on April 4, 1894. 
His parents were Elmer B. and Orpha J. (McCuen) Reed, both also natives of 
that community. A graduate of the high school at McDonald, Washington 
County, he also attended Washington and Jefferson College at “Little Wash- 
ington,” taking his Bachelor of Arts degree there. He completed his education 
at the University of Pittsburgh Law School, where he won his degree of Bach- 
elor of Laws. He was elected to Lambda Chi Alpha and Delta Theta Phi Fra- 


ternities. 


Mr. Reed began his career as an instructor, serving on the faculties of Wash- 
ington and Jefferson College and of Carnegie Institute of Technology. Ad- 
mitted to the Pennsylvania Bar in 1919, he has since been in practice in Pitts- 
burgh and is now senior partner in the law firm of Thorp, Reed and Arm- 
strong, with offices at 2812 Grant Building. In his practice he represents many 
noteworthy citizens and corporations. He added distinction to his career when, 
as a prosecutor, he produced a considerably more salubrious political atmos- 
phere in Western Pennsylvania and Pittsburgh particularly. 

He married Dora Belle Henderson, daughter of William W. and Jessie 
(Bean) Henderson, in Moundsville, W. Va., on October 12, 1921. They have 
a daughter and son—Virginia Belle, the wife of Frank J. Gaffney, and Earl F. 
Reed, Jr., who married Dorothy L. Willison and is the father of Earl F. 
Reed, II, and Virginia Louise Reed. The senior Mr. and Mrs. Reed maintain 
their year-round home at Park Mansions, in Pittsburgh. Their winter home 1s 
at 9 La Gorce Circle, La Gorce Island, Miami Beach, Florida. 

Mr. Reed’s business affiliations are with the National Steel Corporation and 
Peoples First National Bank and Trust Company, of both of which he is a 
director; the Galvez Oil Corporation and the Allegheny Broadcasting Cor- 
poration, of both of which he is president and a director. He serves on the 
board of trustees of the Addison H. Gibson Foundation and is a member of the 
American Bar Association, the Pennsylvania State Bar Association, the Alle- 
gheny County Bar Association and the American Judicature Society. His clubs 
include Duquesne of Pittsburgh, Longue Vue, Oakmont Country, The Uni- 
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versity of Pittsburgh, The Lawyers Club of New York, Williams Country 
Club, Wenton, W. Va., and the Surf and Indian Creek of Florida. He served 
as a private in the United States Army in World War I. He is highly honored 


in many circles. 


UNITED STATES STEEL CORPORATION 


Steel, it is said, is the nation’s basic industry and as steel goes so the nation 
goes. The world’s largest corporate member of this industry 1s the United 
States Steel Corporation, whose record of achievement coincides with that of 
the nation as a whole, a record that can be traced to discoveries in the new ways 
of making steel and the willingness of Americans, as a people and a nation, to 
accept and foster these better tools of production. 


Although the United States led the world in steel production and manufac- 
tured goods at the turn of the century, the nation’s producing power was still 
small compared to its present figures of production. It was about this time that 
men began to think of integrated steel production, which “. . . would en- 
compass ore fields, transportation facilities, all kinds of mills and finishing plants 
and would place the steel industry on a really scientific basis.”” Mass produc- 
tion, made necessary by ever-widening markets, required the use of larger and 
more expensive manufacturing equipment. Because of financial demands in- 
volved in this operation, many companies found it desirable to consolidate into 
larger organizations, with a greater portion of the public participating in the 
ownership. 


In the final decade of the nineteenth century, Judge Elbert H. Gary, the IIh1- 
nois lawyer with an enviable background of faithful civic service became recog- 
nized as a leader and authority in corporation matters. Quick to see the advan- 
tages of the new industrial trend, he gave up the practice of law in 1898 to 
organize the Federal Steel Company and act as its president. He realized that 
steel, requiring enormous investments in producing equipment, could effect 
maximum economies only through maximum integration. These economies 
would be obtained through greater stabilization of the industry and manifested 
in lower costs to manufacturers, builders and the people. Out of this concept 
grew the United States Steel Corporation, with Judge Gary at the helm. 

The company was incorporated on February 25, 1901, and was ready for 
business on April 1 with an authorized capitalization of $1,400,000,000. It had 
78 blast furnaces, 500,000 acres of coking coal lands, more than 1,000 miles of 
railroads, large ore properties, both developed and undeveloped, and a host of 
other resources. The original member companies were: Carnegie Company, 
Federal Steel Company, formed from the Illinios Steel Company; American 
Steel and Wire Company; National Tube Company; National Steel Company; 
American Tin Plate Company; American Steel Hoop Company and American 
Sheet Steel Company. Shortly thereafter the American Bridge Company and 
the Lake Superior Consolidated Iron Mines were acquired. 
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The true origin of history’s greatest steel producing company was the small 
forge at Girty’s Run, Millvale, opened 1 in 1858 by Andrew Carnegie. When he 
saw opportunity and the nation’s need, Mr. Carnegie formed a partnership 
to buy the Keystone Bridge Company and invested in the Iron City Forge of 
the Kloman Brothers of Pittsburgh, whose shop was inventoried at “one steam 
engine, two hammers, one furnace and sundry tools and merchandise.” Pig 
iron was bought from independent blast furnace operators, but when they 
could not keep up with Mr. Carnegie’s demands, he built a Bessemer mill on 
the Monongahela. When completed, it was the largest mill of its kind in the 
world. It was named for a contemporary railroadman, Edgar Thomson, and 
headed by the almost legendary Captain “Billy” Jones, one of the best mill 
men in America’s history. 


The first Bessemer blow was made August 26, 1876, and six days later the 
first rail was rolled. At the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1877 a 
62-pound rail 12 feet in length produced in the mill was exhibited. It was the 
largest and heaviest steel rail produced up to that time, and it set the pattern 
for rail development in the United States. In Ocober, 1883, the Carnegie inter- 
ests absorbed a large plant at Homestead, built by the Pittsburgh Bessemer Steel 
Company. Here a new row of Bessemers was installed. Later an open hearth 
furnace, the latest evolution of the Siemens Gas Furnace, was added. Interests 
were secured in Minnesota’s Mesabi range, which guaranteed controlled deliv- 
ery of better ores. Steamboats were obtained to carry the ore from Duluth to 
the ore ports of Lake Erie. A railroad line, the Bessemer and Lake Erie, run- 
ning from Conneaut to Pittsburgh, was acquired and modernized. In 1900 
Mr. Carnegie reorganized his holdings as the Carnegie Company, with Charles 
M. Schwab, whom he had brought up through the ranks, as president. 

The second oldest of the original plants of today’s United States Steel Cor- 
poration, the North Chicago Rolling Mill Company, was established by Cap- 

tain Eber B. Ward and Boston associates on the Chicago River. The discovery 

of immense iron ore deposits in the Lake Superior region in 1844 and the open- 
ing of the Sault Canal signalized the start of the new industry in the Windy 
City. Mr. Ward installed an experimental Bessemer converter at Wyandotte, 
Michigan, as early as 1855, foreseeing the day when steel would supplant iron 
as the backbone of America. Bessemer steel rails were rolled in America for the 
first tme by Ward in the midspring of 1865. Fifteen years later dependence 
upon Pittsburgh for pig iron was eliminated by the construction of two blast 
furnaces. 

In 1890, various steel mills in Chicago, Milwaukee and Joliet were merged 
to form the Illinois Steel Company, which lined up 15 blast furnaces, nine 
Bessemer converters and excellent accessory manufacturing and transportation 
facilities. The South (Chicago) Works found a waiting market in the many 
fabricating and manufacturing industries in Chicago. The Joliet Works, a 
little farther inland, added an excellent rod mill to the facilities. Today, because 
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of Mr. Ward’s early efforts, the largest single steel plant in the world is located 
in Chicago’s periphery—at Gary, Indiana. 

Although steel was not poured in the Mahoning Valley near Youngstown, 
Ohio, until 1895, the area had begun contributing iron products to the coun- 
try’s economy long before. The Upper Union mills, oldest of the United States 
Steel Corporation’s three plants in the Youngstown district, originally included 
a puddle mill of 30 furnaces from which the first puddle bar was made in 1874. 
These mills were closed on December 3, 1948. The Ohio Works, formed in 
1892, had extensive facilities for making steel and by 1900 two blast furnaces 
had been built to guarantee a constant supply of pig iron. 


The history of pipe and tubular products in United States Steel goes back 
to 1868 when John H. and Harvey K. Flagler, brothers, erected a small plant 
in East Boston, Massachusetts, to manufacture iron products. In 1870, the Flag- 
lers transferred their operations to McKeesport and soon incorporated as the 
National Tube Works Company, which in 1899 combined with twelve other 
pipe companies to form the National Tube Company, today a division of 
United States Steel, organized two years later. 

Steel wire has 160,000 known uses and this emphasizes the importance of the 
American Steel and Wire Division, whose predecessors were the first wire 
makers in America and also wire products inventors, among them the DeKalb, 
Illinois, farmer, Joseph H. Glidden, who invented the most practical form of 
barbed wire. Glidden sold a half interest to Washburn and Moen Manufac- 
turing Company of Worcester, Massachusetts. Still later the two companies, 
under the leadership of Isaac Ellwood and John W. Gates, combined with 
others to form American Steel and Wire Company. Washburn and Moen’s 
president, Icabod Washburn, a wire making genius, instituted many radical 
changes in wire making and enlarged the uses of wire products. 

United States Steel’s oldest coal unit, the Frick District, began in 1871 when 
Henry Clay Frick and associates founded “Frick and Company” to furnish 
coke to iron foundries and blast furnaces in Western Pennsylvania. In 1882, 
Mr. Frick and Mr. Carnegie consolidated all the coal mining and coke manu- 
facturing properties of their companies. These and additional coal properties 
were later acquired by United States Steel, which today operates extensive coal 
properties in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Kentucky, Alabama, and Utah. 

American Bridge Division has been a member of United States Steel for a 
half century. Among its accomplishments are the Empire State Building, San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, Panama Canal locks, the United Nations Build- 
ing and 525 William Penn Place Building, Pittsburgh, new home of United 
States Steel. American Bridge and the other companies were all fused together 
by Judge Gary to form the United States Steel Corporation. 

On October 1, 1935, Carnegie Steel Company, the Illinois Steel Company 
and the Lorain Steel Company, each of which had added to its facilities 
through the years, were combined to form the Carnegie-Illinois Steel Corpora- 
tion. Eight months later the American Sheet and Tin Plate Company was also 
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made part of this organization. In World War II, as in World War I, these 
and the other components of United States Steel made a heroic contribution 
to victory. A little more than five years after the second war ended on January 
1, 1951, the United States Steel Corporation of Delaware, Carnegie-I[]linois 
Steel Corporation, H. C. Frick Coke Company and United States Coal and 
Coke Company, all subsidiaries of United States Steel Corporation, were com- 
bined to form the United States Steel Company. On December 31, 1952, the 
United States Steel Company merged into the United States Steel Corporation. 
In 1951 the parent organization celebrated its golden anniversary—fifty years 
of service to the nation. In its first half century, the company had grown from 
170,000 employees to 300,000 and steel production rose from 10,920,000 ingot 
tons the first year of operation to almost three times that amount in 1950. To 
meet defense and other needs in the post-World War II period the company 
built the new mill named the Fairless Works in honor of Benjamin F. Fairless, 
chairman of the board, president of United States Steel Corporation and United 
States Steel Company (see his biography elsewhere in this volume). Construc- 
tion of this plant near Morrisville proved again that United States Steel con- 
tinues to grow with America—and continues to help it grow. 


BENJAMIN F. FAIRLESS 


Pittsburgh awoke one morning soon after New Year’s of 1953 to discover 
that the Junior Chamber of Commerce had named Benjamin F. Fairless as 
1952 Man of the Year. The award was made to the chairman and former pres- 
ident of the United States Steel Corporation as a tribute to industrial success 
and as a tribute to a man. The award had the unanimous approval of Pittsburgh, 
but to some it was merely a ratification of an unofficial concensus which had 
long before held that Mr. Fairless was the man of many years. His selection 
for 1952 was made by a board of 41 civic, industrial and social leaders, includ- 
ing the ten who had preceded him as Men of the Year. 

“The Jaycees this year have picked a man whose name is synonymous with 
steel,”’ said one newspaper writer. “Mention the name of Fairless anywhere 
and it will evoke pictures of open hearths and rolling mills.” The same writer 
went on to point out how Mr. Fairless had taken the “starch out of Big Busi- 
ness’ stuffed shirt” and how he had been instrumental in changing the attitudes 
of industrial giants from “the public be damned” to something more altruistic. 
The award, the writer emphasized, honored Mr. Fairless’ ability to guide both 
management and labor and to that must be added that it undoubtedly also hon- 
ored his ability to be popular with both sides of the industrial system. 

The long-famed head of United States Steel was born in 1890 at Pigeon 
Run, Ohio, the son of a coal miner, David D. Williams. His mother was born in 
Wales and his father in Ohio of Welsh descent. When he was five he went to 
live with an uncle and aunt, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Fairless, at Justus, Ohio. Later 
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adopted by them, he took their name. In his childhood wealth was many years 
away, and not even dreamed of, and “‘it took a lot of janitor and newpaper boy 
work” to get him to college. After completing school he taught for two years, 
saving the money to enroll in Wooster College, in Ohio. He transferred later to 
Ohio Northern University, where he was graduated with an engineering de- 
gree. He held as many part time or temporary jobs as possible. Despite all his 
labors and his studies he found time not only to play baseball but to become so 
expert at it as to almost become a professional. He caught and played first base 
through high school and college. On several occasions he played against the 
immortal George Sisler, who in 1953 was head of the Pirate scouting staff. 

Among his early post-college jobs was that of railroad surveyor assigned to 
work near Massillon, Ohio. This was in 1913. There he saw men clearing 
ground for a new steel plant. The way it is reported is that he “dropped his 
surveyor’s transit and took on a job at the plant.” It may not have been quite 
as abrupt as that, but he did make his decision concerning a change of fields for 
his career with alacrity, “having seen the light.” The decision, of course, set 
him on what was once sententiously called “the road to destiny.” 

Soon he was made field engineer for the firm, which was the Central Steel 
Company, later merged with Republic Steel. Within fifteen years of the time 
the decision was made, he was president of the company, having first also occu- 
pied such posts as plant superintendent and general manager. When, in 1930, 
two years after his assumption of the presidency, Central Steel combined with 
Republic Steel, Mr. Fairless was elected executive vice-president. In 1935, 
when Carnegie Steel and Illinois Steel were combined, the United States Steel 
Corporation called him to the presidency of Carnegie-IIlinois. On January 1, 
1938, he was named president of United States Steel itself. He held the post 
until January 1, 1953, when he was succeeded by Clifford F. Hood. He had 
been elected chairman of the board on May 6, 1952, and this office he retains 
with vigor and authority. 


Looking back, United States Steel, under his administration, tapped its bil- 
lionth ingot ton and opened the new Fairless Works, near Morrisville, on the 
Delaware River. The new plant, when operating at maximum, will add nearly 
two million tons to the nation’s annual steel production. Under his administra- 
tion, too, United States Steel played a momentous role in helping the United 
Nations smash the German-Italian-Japanese military machine. And turning 
from Mr. Fairless’ industrial career, much could be said of his work in other 
spheres, but here only the highlights of his life can be given. They are enough 
to indicate that the man who became a success in the American tradition is one 
of the great men of the nation. 


ALBERT KENNEDY ROWSWELL 
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“Rowswell? He’s dynamite!” So a great national platform lecturer is quoted 
as saying of Albert Kennedy Rowswell, affectionately known as “Rosey” to all 
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who have heard him. Famed as radio and television broadcaster, Mr. Rowswell 
has a special reputation as an after-dinner speaker, and he has been publicly ad- 
mired by such of America’s great as Edgar A. Guest, Strickland Gillian, Homer 
Rodeheaver, former United States Senator Albert B. Chandler, “Dusty” Miller, 
President Ralph Cooper Hutchinson of Lafayette College, and President Her- 
bert Lincoln Spencer, formerly of Pennsylvania College of Women. For a 
score of years he has been the Pittsburgh Pirates’ radio broadcaster. He is also 
the author of several books and is a noted humorist. 

Born in Alton, Illinois, Mr. Rowswell is the son of George Rowswell, an ex- 
pert glass blower, and Bella (Turner) Rowswell. When “Rosey” was a young 
boy, the family moved to Allegheny County, settling at Tarentum. Here he at- 
tended public schools. In 1902, the family permanently established itself in 
Pittsburgh and here “Rosey” attended a Pittsburgh Business College. In 1907 
he went to Indianapolis as secretary to the sales manager of the Atlas Engine 
Works, but three years later he returned to Pittsburgh to take what was to 
have been a temporary position as private secretary to the Reverend Doctor 
William L. McEwan, nationally known Presbyterian minister. The “tempo- 
rary position” lasted seventeen years. When it ended, Mr. Rowswell became a 
jobber in the printing and engraving trades. 

In the course of the years he was building a reputation as a speaker and hu- 
morist. In 1936 this reputation brought him appointment as radio broadcaster 
for the Pittsburgh Pirates and he has continued in this capacity ever since. He 
has the longest record of any broadcaster with the same team. He has toured 
the nation as a speaker for every type of occasion on such topics as “The Value 
of a Laugh,” “The Joy of Living,” “Wit, Humor and Philosophy,” “From the 
Heart of the Poet,” “The Man to Be,” “Laughing at the Clouds,” “The Square 
and Compass,” “The Twentieth Century Dad,” and “In Your Home and 
Mine.” 

He spends the winter months on his speech-making tours and he has become 
one of the most popular speakers on the after-dinner circuit. His trenchant 
comments on life as humorist, philosopher, author and baseball expert have 
been a powerful influence in many communities. His books have borne such 
titles as “Rosey Verse,” “Rosey Reflections,” “Diamond Laughter,” “Tales 
of the Diamond,” “Aunt Minnie’s Scrap Book,” and “Silver Linings.” Ask 
“Rosey” what his favorite recreation is and he answers—“baseball.” 

In March, 1922, he married Myrrel Hayden, a school teacher who since her 
marriage has had a busy life as wife to a popular figure, as mother of his two 
sons, and as a leader in garden club and civic activities. The two sons are Wil- 
liam McEwan Rowswell, who married Alice Lotz of Tyrone and 1s the father 
of Gaye Calvin and Alice Elizabeth Rowswell, and Albert Kennedy Rowswell, 
Jr., who married Diane Pellange. The family worships in Emory Methodist 
Church of Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Rowswell is a member of all Masonic bodies, including Syria Temple, 
Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, the Royal Order of Jest- 
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ers, Pittsburgh Athletic Association and the University Club. Another quota- 
tion from a statement by one of his contemporaries in the lecture field might 
appropriately close this sketch of “Rosey’s” career: “He talks of the things 
that are blended together in this American way of life—the things American 
people love—their homes, their children, their neighbors. This slender fellow, 
with the zeal of a crusader, tunes up your heart strings in a way that keeps a 
song ringing in your soul for weeks after you have heard him.” 


CHARLES EDWARD HESS 


Founded in 1918 by a man whose experience in engineering and drafting 
reached back into the early part of the century, the Charles E. Hess Company 
has brought many industrial, commercial and other projects to life. Its founder 
was the late Charles Edward Hess, an engineer with a reputation throughout 
Eastern and Middle Western parts of the United States. The company is now 
owned and managed by his widow, Mrs. Edna Young Hess, who is one of 
Allegheny County’s civic and business leaders. 


Charles Edward Hess was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on August 19, 1882, 
one of the four children of Isaac and Florence Frances (Claire) Hess. He re- 
ceived his entire education in his native city. After grade and high school, he 
attended and was graduated from Baltimore City College, where he studied 
engineering and drafting. After some experience in Baltimore, he went to 
New York City, where he worked as a draftsman. He then came to Pennsy]- 
vania and for several years was employed by the Fort Pitt Bridge Company at 
Canonsburg, Washington County. Subsequently, for a year, he worked as an 
engineer and draftsman in Roanoke, Virginia, and for another year in Chicago, 
Illinois. 


From Chicago he came to Pittsburgh. Here for two years he was with the 
Jones and Laughlin Steel Company. His next post was that of engineer with 
the Reiter-Conley Engineering Company at Leetsdale, where he remained 
almost ten years. In 1918 he returned to Pittsburgh to establish the Charles E. 
Hess Company, Engineers and Draftsmen. He opened headquarters 1 in 1919 in 

the Triangle Building, where the firm has continued ever since, being the oldest 
and longest-term tenant there. From thirty to sixty-five men are employed by 
the company, among them thirty-five engineers and draftsmen. Many corpora- 
tions are the firm’s clients. 


The Hesses were married in Pittsburgh in 1906. Mrs. Hess, born on April 14, 
1888, is the daughter of David F. and Harriett (Templeton) Young. Promi- 
nent in the city and county, she is a member of the board of directors of the 
Congress of Women’s Clubs and is active in civic and social affairs. Two 
daughters were born to the marriage—Harriett Claire, on October 19, 1907, 
and Mary Virginia, one June 10, 1910. The family home is at 125 West Mar- 
lin Drive, Mount Lebanon, and the family worships at the Mount Lebanon 
United Presbyterian Church. 
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Mr. Hess, who was active in the church, was a well known figure in the 
Masonic world. He was a life member of the Blue Lodge, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons, at Canonsburg, and had advanced to the thirty-second de- 
gree in the Allegheny Consistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. He was 
also a Noble of Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine. In politics he was a Republican. Farming—he owned a large farm in 
Butler County—and dogs were his hobbies, and hunting and fishing were his 
chief recreations. He died on July 5, 1951, a few weeks before his sixty-ninth 
birthday, and was buried at Mount Gentian Cemetery. His business, in the 
high traditions which he established, is operated today by his widow and 
daughters, as partners. Mr. Hess’ lifetime work is impressed in numerous ways 
in the important projects on which he worked and his influence continues to 
have its effect on contemporary projects through the work of his family and 


his firm. 
JOHN CURRY BANE, JR. 


An attorney especially influential in the industrial world, John Curry Bane, 
Jr., is also an outstanding figure in Pittsburgh’s civic and social life. He bears 
a name which has been important in Pennsylvania for two centuries. 

Mr. Bane was born in Pittsburgh on July 23, 1904, the son of John Curry 
and Katharine Gertrude (Miller) Bane. His father, who was born in Amwell 
Township, Washington County, on November 6, 1861, was a prominent mem- 
ber of the Washington County and Allegheny County Bars from 1891 to the 
time of his death in 1927. He took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at Washing- 
ton and Jefferson College in 1882 and read law until his admission to the Bar 
in his native county nine years later. He practiced there until 1901, when he 
transferred his activities to Pittsburgh. The Banes settled in W ashineton Coun- 
ty about 1768. Katharine Bane was born in Mount Pleasant Township, Wash- 
ington County, on May 26, 1869, the daughter of John Montieth and Agnes 
Ann (White) Miller. 

John Curry Bane, Jr., began his education in the public schools of Pitts- 
burgh. Later he attended private schools in both Pittsburgh and Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. In 1925, he took the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts at Princeton University and in 1927 the degrees of Bachelor 
of Arts and Bachelor of Laws at the University of Cambridge, England. He 
supplemented his English study of law with law studies at the University of 
Pittsburgh in 1928. He was elected to Phi Delta Phi, the honorary legal fra- 
ternity. 

Nineteen twenty-eight was an eventful year for Mr. Bane. He was admitted 
then not only to the Bar but to the married state. His wife is the former Sally 
Rawstorne, daughter of Charles Duren and Sarah Ann (Miller) Rawstorne. 
The marriage took place in Pittsburgh on July 5, 1928. Mrs. Bane is a former 
officer of various women’s organizations, in which she continues active, and 1s 
also a member of the Pittsburgh Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolu- 
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tion. She and Mr. Bane reside at 1204 Malvern Avenue and worship in the 
Presbyterian Church. 


Mr. Bane is a member of the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay, 
with which he has been associated since 1927. His principal work as an attor- 
ney has been in litigation in the courts and before government boards and com- 
missions. His office is in Suite 747, Union Trust Building. In the course of his 
practice he has served as an officer and director of various business concerns. 
Among these, at present, are the Pittsburgh Forgings Company, of which he is 
vice-president and a director, Greenville Steel Car Company, secretary and 
director, The Neville Company, secretary and director; Pittsburgh Steel 
Foundry Corporation, director, and National Ben Franklin Fire Insurance 
Company, director. 

In the year 1951-1952 he served on the Steel Industry and Iron Ore Indus- 
try Panels of the United States Wage Stabilization Board. He is a member of 
the Allegheny County and Pennsylvania State Bar Association, American Law 
Institute, Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, United States Power Squadrons, 
The Newcomen Society and the Duquesne and Pittsburgh Clubs. He served 
as an officer in the United States Field Artillery Reserve Corps from 1925 to 
1930. Since attaining his majority in 1925, he has been a voting Democrat. 
Travel, motor boating and yachting are his major recreations. His position in 
the history of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County is an assured one. 


LOEDDING ENGINEERING COMPANY, INC. 


The reputation and career of a native Pittsburgher who has had years of ex- 
perience in the field of construction and industrial expansion lie behind the 
success of the Loedding Engineering Company, Inc. That Pittsburgher—now 
a resident of Ambridge—is P. Herbert Loedding, owner, president, chief execu- 
tive and chief engineer of the company. 

The firm was incorporated in the State of Pennsylvania on February 1, 1949. 
It operated as a partnership until October, 1950, when Mr. Loedding bought 
and took over the organization and activities of the firm. The business is en- 
gaged in a complete consulting and general engineernig service, commercial 
and industrial plant planning, design or detailing of industrial and commercial 
buildings, bridges, material handling, conveyors and electric operating gantry, 
overhead and jib cranes, structures of all types and also reinforced concrete 
and foundations, industrial piping and ventilation. 

Since its organization the firm has maintained headquarters in the Economy 
Bank Building, 500 Merchant Street, Ambridge. It employs twenty persons 
permanently and as contracts require up to twenty more. Mr. Loedding has 
been president and a director of the company from the beginning. Other offi- 
cers and directors are Ralph E. Smith, vice-president; Isabella J. Gaitanis, 
secretary-treasurer, and Robert H. Hinds, consultant. A review of Mr. Loed- 
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ding’s life appears in another section of this history. He and his company are 
constantly growing in prominence. 


PETER HERBERT LOEDDING 


As consulting engineer, fraternal and religious leader, Peter Herbert Loed- 
ding has attained a position of outstanding importance among his fellow citi- 
zens. Formerly with some of the Pittsburgh area’s leading industrial firms, he is 
now owner, president, chief executive and chief engineer of the Loedding 
Engineering Company, Inc., with headquarters at 500 Merchant Street, Am- 
bridge. 

Born in Pittsburgh on March 27, 1904, he is one of the eight children (six 
boys, two girls) of Peter and Freda (Bastian) Loedding. His father, a native of 
Hanover, Germany, and the son of Chris and Anna Marie Loedding, came to 
the United States at the age of eleven and settled in the Lawrenceville section. 
He attended St. Augustine’s Parochial School and later served as a carpenter’s 
apprentice. In 1904, he moved to Ambridge, where he became a general con- 
tractor in the construction of homes, public buildings and other structures. 
He died at the age of 51 on August 10, 1931. Freda Bastian Loedding, daugh- 
ter of Henry and Anna Marie Bastian, was born in Baden-Baden, Germany. 
She was six when she was brought to the United States. Her family settled in 
Pittsburgh. She was married to Peter Loedding on June 10, 1903. She now 
makes her home in Economy Township, Beaver County. 


P. Herbert Loedding (as he is best known) was graduated from high school 
in Ambridge in 1922. He participated in basketball and football and received 
letters in 1919, 1920 and 1921. From 1922 to 1927 he played semi-professional 
football. On September 7, 1922, he entered the American Bridge School of 
Engineering, Ambridge, and was graduated in September, 1926, as a structural 
engineer. He supplemented this training with correspondence courses in struc- 
tural engineering through the Wilson School of Engineering. 


When he was fourteen Mr. Loedding went to work in the American Bridge 
Company’s fabricating shops at Ambridge. This first job was summer vacation 
employment, which he repeated the following year, 1919. In the Summers of 
1920, 1921 and 1922 he worked for his father in building construction. His 
first “year-round” job was as structural draftsman for the American Bridge 
Company, beginning in September, 1922. He remained until 1936, meantime 
rising to engineer. He was with the company again from 1938 to 1941 and in 
the year 1945-46. He was in the mechanical engineering department in 1941-42 
and in the shipyard division, 1942-45, as a field engineer in charge of piping 
installations and as a coordinator between the American Bridge Company, 
Bureau of Ships and subcontractors. He made several trips on LST's down the 
Ohio-Mississippi Rivers to New Orleans as a civilian observer and American 
Bridge Company representative. 
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From April, 1936, to July, 1936, Mr. Loedding was employed as a structural 
draftsman and engineer by the Pittsburgh Industrial Engineering Company; 
from July, 1936, to November, 1937, by the R. C. Mahon Company, Detroit, 
Michigan, and from December, 1937, to February, 1938, by the Whitehead 
and Kales Company, Detroit. From October, 1946, to February, 1949, he was 
in private practice as a consulting structural engineer and participated in the 
design and construction of many major projects. On February 1, 1949, the 
Loedding Engineering Company, Inc., was incorporated. It operated as a part- 
nership until October, 1950, when Mr. Loedding took over complete control 
of its operations. The full story of the company is told on other pages. It has 
become one of the best known firms in its field. 


On August 4, 1933, Mr. Loedding married Alice Regina Bourne, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred W. Bourne. The nuptial mass was celebrated at the 
church which the bride and groom had been attending for years—St. Veronica’s 
Roman Catholic, Ambridge, the church in which both are prominent today. 
Mrs. Loedding was born at Vandergrift, Pa., on May 11, 1908. She was grad- 
uated from Ambridge High School in 1925 and then spent two years at St. 
Joseph’s Convent School, Baden. Subsequently, she taught in an elementary 
school at Johnstown. Leaving the teaching profession, she began the study of 
nursing at Mercy Hospital, Pittsburgh, but transferred to the Sewickley Val- 
ley Hospital at Sewickley, from which she was graduated in 1932. She con- 
tinues a Registered Nurse in the State of Pennsylvania. She is a member of the 
Nurses Alumni Association, the Catholic Daughters of America, and various 
other church organizations. She 1s a former member of the Fair Oaks Women’s 
Club. Her hobby is oil painting and she is also a collector of cut glass of the 
brilliant era. Mr. and Mrs. Loedding are the parents of five children—Peter 
Alfred, born on July 29, 1934; Robert Charles, born on April 11, 1936; Susanna 
Regina, born on January 2, 1938; Herbert Michael, born on February 18, 1943, 
and Mary Alice, born on July 23, 1951. Their home is at 241 Elm Road, Am- 
bridge. 

Mr. Loedding is a regular usher at St. Veronica’s; also, he is treasurer of St. 
Veronica’s Ushers Club and a member of St. Veronica’s Holy Name Society. 
A registered Republican, he has served in public office twice, neither of them 
political in character, however—as Auditor for Fair Oaks in Leet Township 
and, in World War II, as Chief Air Raid Warden for Fair Oaks. One of Alle- 
gheny County’s fraternal leaders, he became a member of the Ambridge 
Lodge, No. 983, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, in 1925. He went 
through the lodge chairs until his election as exalted ruler for the year 1929-30. 
In May, 1930, he was made an Honorary Life Member and served on various 
committees. He has been a trustee since 1947. He has advanced to the third 
degree in the Knights of Columbus, being a member of Ambridge Council, No. 
1780. He is also a member of the Rotary Club of Ambridge. In his field of 
business, he is a Registered Professional Engineer of Pennsylvania and a mem- 
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ber of the Pittsburgh and Beaver Chapters of the National Society of Profes- 
sional Engineers; The Society of American Military Engineers; Association 
of Iron and Steel Engineers and the American Concrete Institute. 

Mr. Loedding’s physique is a reminder that he was once a football player. 
He is six feet tall and weighs 210 pounds. His hair is blond, his eyes blue. He 1s 
sull interested in football, baseball and basketball and also likes bowling, golf- 
ing, and swimming. His lodge and club activities must also be regarded as 
recreations or hobbies. He is described as having a calm quiet manner and as 
being an executive who commands great respect. 


JAMES COLE LEAR 


A name growing ever bigger in the stock brokerage business is that of James 
Cole Lear. As a partner of Reed, Lear and Company, he has helped build this 
firm to the point where, in addition to its home office in Suite 3105 Grant 
Building, Pittsburgh, it maintains branches in New York City and in Butler 
and Meadville, Pennsylvania. He has held top offices in the trade organizations 
of the securities trade and is an officer of two industrial concerns. In his home 
community of Glenshaw, he participates in all major civic movements, includ- 
ing the library program. 

Mr. Lear was born at Coshocton, Ohio, on August 9, 1911, the son of 
James H. and Emma (Pebbles) Lear. James H. Lear, a native of Frostburg, 
Maryland, was a nurseryman who was the co-founder of the Keggy and Lear 
Axle Works at Coshocton. He is the son of one of two brothers who came to 
the United States from Birmingham, England; a third brother sailed also, but 
was never heard from again. Emma Pebbles Lear, born in Chesterhill, Ohio, is 
the daughter of John and Amanda Pebbles. 


The stock broker attended elementary and high school in Coshocton and 
then Ohio State University, Columbus, where he took the degree of Bachelor 
of Science. At the university he was president of the College of Commerce 
Student Body, manager of the Ohio State Sun Dial and a member of the Stu- 
dent Senate. He also belonged to the Bucket and Dipper, the Toastmaster 
Club, Tau Kappa Epsilon Fraternity and the Reserve Officers Training Corps. 
In 1933, the year he took his degree, Reed, Lear and Company was established 
in Pittsburgh. While participating in the operations of the concern, he at- 
tended the Duquesne University Law School at night and graduated in 1939. 
Mr. Lear and the firm are members of the Pittsburgh Stock Exchange and 
associate members of the American Stock Exchange. He has served as president 
of the Pittsburgh Securities Traders Association and is treasurer and a director 
of Lucky Calendar Company, Inc., and vice-president, secretary and a director 
of the Cameron Manufacturing Corporation of Emporium, in Cameron 
County. 

On June 26, 1936, in a garden ceremony at the home of the bride’s parents 
in Glenshaw, Mr. Lear married Henrietta Elizabeth DeHaven, daughter of Mr. 
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and Mrs. James DeHaven. They have one daughter, Linda Jane Lear, who was 
born in 1940. Their home is at 139 Eade Street, Glenshaw. Mrs. Lear is active 
in Glenshaw’s social, church and youth-serving circles, being a member of the 
Glenshaw Century Club, Glenshaw Parent-Teacher Association, the Council 
of the Girl Scouts of America, the Summer Church School and various Garden 
Clubs. The family worships in the Elfenwild United Presbyterian Church of 
Glenshaw. 


Mr. Lear’s civic and social activities are directed through many channels. 
He 1s president and a director of the North Hills Library in Glenshaw and 1s a 
leader in the Republican Party organization in Allegheny County. He is espe- 
cially active in the party’s finance drives. He belongs to the Bond Club of 
Pittsburgh, the Lions Club of Pittsburgh, the Masonic fraternity and the 
Duquesne, University, and Highland Country Clubs. His five-foot-eight-and- 
one-half-inch, fair complexioned and blue-eyed figure is familiar on various 
golf links in the city and county and he 1s also addicted, by hobby, to wood- 
working and photography. His friendly disposition, wide acquaintanceship 
and comprehensive knowledge of corporation activities have made him an 
important member of the complex stock brokerage business. 


CLYDE ALLMAN ARMSTRONG 


Clyde Allman Armstrong has, as an attorney, made his reputation chiefly in 
the industrial world, though his practice has extended somewhat into the com- 
munity at large. He is known throughout Western Pennsylvania and at one 
time taught as well as practiced law. He serves on the boards of industrial com- 
panies and also has a reputation in the fields of health and welfare, education 
and religion. 

Mr. Armstrong, born in New Kensington on June 14, 1898, is the son of 
Ulysses S. and Anna M. (Allman) Armstrong. Both parents were also native 
Pennsylvanians, the mother having been the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Allman. U.S. Armstrong, born in Allegheny Township, Westmoreland Coun- 
ty, the son of Mr. and Mrs. S. S. Armstrong, was a manufacturer. He served as 
president of the National Enameling and Manufacturing Company and of 
Armstrong and White. He died in 1927. 

In 1919, Clyde Armstrong took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at West- 
minster College, New Wilmington. He completed his education at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh School of Law, where he was awarded the degree of 
Bachelor of Laws in 1922. At Westminster, he won letters in football, basket- 
ball and baseball and he was captain and coach of the basketball team. In addi- 
tion, he was president of the senior class and of the Student Council. He was 
elected to Delta Phi Sigma and Delta Theta Phi Fraternities. The promise held 
forth by his brilliant college career has been more than fulfilled in his pro- 
fessional career. 
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Mr. Armstrong was admitted to law practice in Allegheny and Westmore- 
land Counties in August, 1922. On the following October 9, he was admitted 
to practice before the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. In August, 1922, he 
became associated with the law firm of Thorp, Bostwick, Stewart and Reed. 
Later he was made a partner in what became the firm of Thorp, Bostwick, 
Reed and Armstrong. At present, the firm, in which he continues a partner, is 
called Thorp, Reed and Armstrong. The offices are at 2812 Grant Building. 
From 1923 to 1930, Mr. Armstrong was an instructor in commercial law at 
the Carnegie Institute of Technology. He serves on the boards of directors of 
the Ellott Company, Jeannette, and the Pittsburgh Steel Foundry, Glassport. 

On December 27, 1923, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Armstrong married Ethlyn Wil- 
son Logan, daughter of Lee H. and Lena W. Logan. Mrs. Armstrong, out- 
standing among Pittsburgh’s women, is a leader in the Children’s Home of 
Pittsburgh, the Women’s Auxiliary of Columbia Hospital, Wilkinsburg; the 
Garden Club of Fox Chapel and the Twentieth Century Club of Pittsburgh. 
She and Mr. Armstrong have two sons and a daughter—Dale L. Armstrong, 
who married Gloria Stutter and is the father of Dale Murray and Richard 
Leighton Armstrong; Clyde W. Armstrong, who married Jean Forncrook and 
is the father of Cathy M. and Melissa Ann Armstrong, and Clyde W. II, and 
Carolyn Lee Armstrong. Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong and their daughter reside 
on North Drive, Fox Chapel Manor. 

Mr. Armstrong’s non-professional activities have led to his election as presi- 
dent of the board of directors of Columbia Hospital, as vice-president of the 
board of Westminster College and as a member of the board of governors of 
Longue Vue Club, Verona. He is a member of the Allegheny County, Penn- 
sylvania State and American Bar Associations; various law clubs and Masonic 
lodges and also the Duquesne, University and Williams Country Clubs, and the 
Fox Chapel Country Club. 

Now a member of the Third United Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, he 
has served as a member and president of the board of trustees. Formerly a 
member of the Parnassas United Presbyterian Church, New Kensington, he 
was a member and president of its board of trustees and also a member of 
various committees. In World War I, he was with the United States Army 
Field Artillery as a Second Lieutenant. In politics he is a Republican. Interested 
in all athletic events, he is especially fond of golf and Canadian fishing. At home 
his hobby is a well-equipped machine shop. He is among the prominent figures 
in Allegheny County. 


PAUL BECKER REINHOLD 


The marketing of industrial and construction equipment is the special field 
in which Paul Becker Reinhold has made his success and reputation. For many 
years also active in the stone producing industry, he held a position of leader- 
ship in that field for many years. He is an outstanding figure among road 
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builders and engineers, in civic and cultural activities—especially in the world 
of opera and drama—and in many other fields of interest. 

Mr. Reinhold was born at Marietta, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, on 
May 7, 1890. His parents were Edwin Lesher and Isabella Hoover (Becker) 
Reinhold, both also native Pennsylvanians. His father, born on April 1, 1847, 
at Brownstown, Lancaster County, was, in partnership with his father-in-law, 
John Becker, a manufacturer of wrought iron and was known, in the classifica- 
tion of those days, as an ironmaster. In later life, however, he was in the metal 
furniture business. 


Mr. Reinhold’s paternal ancestors came to America, and settled in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, in 1748. His maternal ancestors (Becker) came to the 
United States and settled in Pennsylvania in 1739, which was before Pittsburgh 
was founded. The original Becker homestead is still in the family, having 
been passed from generation to generation. 

Paul Reinhold received his preparatory education at the Tome School, Port 
Deposit, Maryland, and then entered Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pennsyl- 
vania. He was a member of Phi Delta Theta and was an active supporter of 
the football and baseball teams at the university. For ten years after leaving 
Lehigh, Mr. Reinhold was affiliated with The Crucible Steel Company of 
America, in Pittsburgh. His work was of such essential character that the com- 
pany arranged his exemption from military duty in World War I. He was in 
charge of the marketing of agricultural implement steels, tool proof steels and 
forging die blocks. In the course of the first world conflict, he carried on his 
work under the direct supervision of the War Industries Board. 

In 1923, Mr. Reinhold resigned from Crucible Steel to form Reinhold and 
Company, Inc., in Pittsburgh. This firm marketed crushed stone and limestone 
products and specialized in their use in highway and other public works con- 
struction. For several years, in the period he was in this industry, Mr. Reinhold 
was secretary and treasurer of the Pennsylvania Stone Producers Association. 
Reinhold and Company was headquartered in the Oliver Building from 1913 
to 1944. In November, 1935, Mr. Reinhold and Lawrence B. Cummins formed 
the Atlas Equipment Company, of which he has since been president and 
treasurer, Mr. Cummins vice-president and sales manager and secretary. This 
company, which was headquartered in the Oliver Building until 1944 also, iS 
now located at 635 Ridge Avenue. It markets industrial and construction 
equipment, employing from 120 to 150 persons. On the board of directors with 
Mr. Reinhold and Mr. Cummins is David L. Frawley, also an active member 
of the firm. In addition to Atlas, Mr. Reinhold serves on the board of the Fort 
Pitt Bridge Works of Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Reinhold married Claire Imogene Dewey of Wichita, Kansas, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. James Dow Dewey, on August 5, 1940. A graduate of Kan- 
sas University at Lawrence, Mrs. Reinhold is a member of Chi Omega Sorority, 
the Longue Vue Country Club, the Twentieth Century Club and the Penn- 
sylvania Society of the Daughters of the American Revolution. The Reinholds 
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reside at the Schenley Apartments and worship in Calvary Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 


In 1953, Mr. Reinhold was president of the American Road Builders Asso- 
ciation, chairman of the highways and bridges committee of the Pittsburgh 
Chamber of Commerce, a member of the American Society of Military Engi- 
neers, the Western Pennsylvania Engineers Society, the Engineers Society of 
Pennsylvania and the Rotary Club of Pittsburgh. He became president of the 
Pittsburgh Opera, Inc., in 1951 and continued in that position. He is a director, 
member of the executive committee, and president of the Pittsburgh Play- 
house; a director of the Pittsburgh Civic Light Opera Association and the 
Pittsburgh Motor Club. Also, he is regional vice-president of the Mexico Pil- 
grims. Other memberships include: Phi Delta Theta F raternity; Guthrie 
Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, in which order he holds the thirty- 
second degree; the Order of Jesters; Newcomen Society, Pennsylvania Society 
of New York City, Longue Vue Country Club, Duquesne Club, University 
Club of Pittsburgh and Pittsburgh Athletic Association. His firm is a member 
of the Associated Equipment Distributors, with headquarters in Chicago, and 
the Pipe Line Contractors Association, with headquarters in Dallas. 


On the more personal side, he is a Republican and includes among his recrea- 
tional interests, besides opera and drama, the collection of models of various 
types of vehicles for highway transportation. This hobby embraces not only 
models but also worldwide photographs and a highway library. The various 
honors Mr. Reinhold has won, and the various high offices to which he has been 
elected, are some of the indications of the position he has achieved in his native 
state and adopted city. 


THOMAS NEWELL GRIGGS 


Well known to Western Pennsylvania is the name of Thomas Newell 
Griggs, whose contribution as lawyer, worker on behalf of youth and educa- 
tion and industrial director has made him an important citizen of his native 
state. Member of the law firm of Griggs, Moreland, Blair and Douglass, 1707 
Henry W. Oliver Building, Pittsburgh, he has long held an important place 
among his colleagues of the Bar as well as among an ever-growing clientele. 

Mr. Griggs was born in Bellevue on May 20, 1903, the son of Thomas 
Campbell and Christine (Newell) Griggs. Both parents were natives of Pitts- 
burgh. The father, a banker, is now deceased. The attorney took the degree 
of Bachelor of Science at Carnegie Institute of Technology in 1924 and that 
of Bachelor of Laws at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law in 1928. 
He was admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County in 1928 and has been in gen- 
eral practice since that year. Since its organization, he has been a partner of the 
law firm of Griggs, Moreland, Blair and Douglass. In addition to his profes- 
sional practice, he serves on the boards of directors of the G. C. Murphy Com- 
pany and the Washington Oil Company. 
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On July 13, 1928, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Griggs married Anne Hathaway Kis- 
kaddon. They have one daughter—Eleanor Christine, who is the wife of Fran- 
cis B. Nimick, Jr. Mr. and Mrs. Griggs make their home on R. F. D. No. 2, 
Coraopolis. They worship in the Presbyterian Church. His leadership in the 
professional world is attested by some of the offices he has held. These include 
the presidency and executive committee chairmanship of the Allegheny Coun- 
ty Bar Association and membership on the first board of the Junior Bar Con- 
ference of the American Bar Association. He is also influential in the Penn- 
vania State Bar Association, the American Law Institute, the American Judi- 
cature Society, and is past president of the University of Pittsburgh School of 
Law Alumni Association. 


He holds other memberships in the Engineers’ Society of Western Penn- 
sylvania, Law Club of Pittsburgh, Tax Club of Pittsburgh, Allegheny Country, 
Duquesne and Harvard-Yale-Princeton Clubs. His fraternities are Phi Kappa 
Psi, Theta Tau and Delta Theta Phi. His recreations are tennis, squash, hunt- 
ing, music, painting and travel, particularly sea travel. Popular as an individual, 
Mr. Griggs is admired for his public activities, which include service on the 
Athletic Board of Carnegie Institute of Technology and the Metropolitan 
Board of the Young Men’s Christian Association of Pittsburgh, and he is also 
a member of the Executive Committee of the Playhouse. 


HAGAN CORPORATION 


From its headquarters in Pittsburgh, plants at Orrville and Riceland, Ohio, 
and offices in principal cities, Hagan Corporation pours a steady stream of im- 
portant products into all parts of the United States, Canada and Mexico. Or- 
ganized in 1918, the corporation, which now has three subsidiaries, has risen 
to a commanding position in the industrial world. Its founders were John M. 
Hopwood and Thomas A. Peebles, men belonging to what Charles F. Ketter- 
ing, retired General Motors genius, called the “vanishing breed of attic inven- 
tors,” their “attic” having been an unused section of a brewery in Pittsburgh. 
This corporation and its subsidiaries, Hall Laboratories, Inc., The Buromin 
Company and Calgon, Inc., are headed today by William Whitford Hopwood 
(see his biography elsewhere in these pages). 


It was the founders’ idea to develop a better combustion control—an auto- 
matic control—which would properly regulate the flow of fuel and air to pro- 
duce the best results in firing an industrial steam boiler. The automatic controls 
before their time were of the “open and shut” variety, going full tilt when the 
temperature inside the boiler dropped below a fixed degree and shutting off to 
a pilot light when the temperature rose to a desired level. What was sought 
by Mr. Hopwood and Mr. Peebles was a regulator or control that would pro- 
portion the rate of fuel, air and water supply as uniformly as possible consistent 
with the steam demands on the boiler. What they sought the two men found 
and perfected. From invention, they went to manufacture and sales. They 
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were the perfect team, for Mr. Hopwood had sales ability and obtained the 
all-important orders, while Mr. Peebles, the engineer, designed the equipment 
and supervised manufacturing operations. In the near four decades since the 
“attic” days, the company’s research, development, manufacture and sales has 
progressed to the point where Hagan-produced automatic control equipment 
operates the boilers of many of the nation’s largest public utility and industrial 
power plants, Hagan metallurgical control systems operate in principal steel 
mills and Hagan marine controls sail the seven seas on freighters, tankers and 
passenger ships. The corporation also produces Hagan Ring Balance Flow 
Meters for measurement and control throughout industry and Hagan Thrus- 
Torq for the measurement of thrust and torque of automobile and aircraft 
engines, jet planes and many other purposes. 


The story of the development of the subsidiaries is equally dramatic. As 
their experience expanded, Hagan’s founders were increasingly struck by the 
number of burned-out boilers. Having developed controls for the furnace side 
of the boiler, they soon recognized a major problem on the water side. In 1922, 
only four years after launching the control-producing firm, they arranged 
with the Pittsburgh branch office of the Bureau of Mines a cooperative research 
project. Dr. Ralph E. Hall, long experienced in physical chemistry research, 
was chosen by the Bureau to work with Mr. Peebles and Mr. Hopwood. The 
project, to determine the true causes of boiler tube failure, was to last six 
months. Actually, it took four years. The problem was scale inside the boiler. 
Included in the four years of study were extensive field tests. Dr. Hall, con- 
stantly encouraged by the vision and imagination of Mr. Hopwood, discovered 
methods of treating a boiler with chemicals under a system of scientific control 
which would keep it free from scale. Once recognized, this system routed the 
quack boiler-protecting remedies then being peddled by unscrupulous sales- 
men. To satisfy the demand for the scientific discoveries of Dr. Hall, Hagan 
Corporation employed him and his assistants and on April 1, 1925, organized 
Hall Laboratories, Inc., the first of the Hagan subsidiaries. Today, Hall Labora- 
tories, Inc., a consultant organization in the entire field of boiler, process and 
waste water problems, is retained by more than 2,500 of the nation’s finest com- 
panies to supervise the treatment of their water. 

It was Hall Laboratories which developed the conditioning of boiler water 
with phosphate to prevent the formation of the hard scales that caused boiler 
tubes to overheat and fail. But the phosphate chemicals first used were not ideal, 
for they tended to plug feed lines with sludge. In their search for something 
better, Dr. Hall and his associates rediscovered a peculiar phosphate lost in the 
reference books—the glassy sodium phosphate then known only as a laboratory 
curiosity under the name of Graham’s salt or sodium metaphosphate. The 
manufacture of this substance in commercial quantities was unknown when 
Dr. Hall discovered its use. It took all of Mr. Hopwood’s persuasive powers 
to convince a manufacturer that he should invest the capital required to make 
production possible. Today, millions of pounds of metaphosphate are pro- 
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duced monthly in the United States. This put Hagan in the chemical business 
and it sold the new product under the trade name of “Hagan Phosphate,” with 
Hall Laboratories supplying the know-how for its use. 


In time, certain users desired this metaphosphate for their boilers, but their 
policies precluded their signing an annual Hall service contract. To meet this 
demand, the second Hagan subsidiary sprang into existence in 1931. This is 
The Buromin Company. It sells the metaphosphate under the trade name of 
“Buromin,” at a price to cover both the product and the service. The name 
“Buromin,” derived from Bureau of Mines, honored both Dr. Hall and the 
agency from which he came. 


Research continued. In 1932 Dr. Hall, his mind afire with a new idea, made a 
famous experiment. He took tap water hardened by calcium and found that 
in proper proportions his metaphosphate would lock up the calcium in this 
water so that soap behaved as if the water were completely soft. This differed 
from the usual experience when soap and hard water met, for no scum was 
formed on the water. Further experiment convinced Dr. Hall there were addi- 
tional meaning in his discovery. The practice in commercial laundries at the 
time was to soften water with a zeolite process before introducing the dirty 
clothes. But the soil on clothes contains calctum and in the laundry water the 
calcium robbed the soap of its effectiveness. Dr. Hall’s metaphosphate changed 
this. His product softened water and kept it soft. Thus was born the new chem- 
ical “Calgon” (from calcium-gone) and many allied products. Calgon, Inc., 
was incorporated in 1934, completing the present list of domestic companies 
in the Hagan family. From commercial laundries, Calgon has extended its uses 
to textile, leather, food and numerous other fields. The numerous Calgon prod- 
ucts, which bear such other names as Calgonite, Calgolac, Calglo, Calade and 
Noca, are manufctured at A. V. Railroad and 24th Street, Pittsburgh. In June, 
1952, the Hagan Corporation acquired the American Cast Products Company, 
of Ohio, thus adding another large corporation to their holdings. ‘Teaming up 
with Calgon, Inc., the mother company and the three other subsidiaries serve 
98 out of every 100 of the nation’s largest industrial firms. Under excellent 
supervision, the Hagan family of industries promote greater efhiciency and a 
better life in a tremendous portion of the world. 


WILLIAM WHITFORD HOPWOOD 


A lifetime of association—part-time in boyhood and full-time ever since— 
with the Hagan Corporation and its subsidiaries culminated, for William 
Whitford Hopwood, in his election as president on April 28, 1954. In this 
office he has the top responsibility for guiding further developments of prod- 
ucts and services associated with the Hagan-Hall-Calgon-Buromin group of 
names. He is thus continuing the important work begun by his late father, 
John M. Hopwood, who founded the Hagan enterprises. 
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Willham Whitford Hopwood was born in Wheeling, West Virginia, on 
June 14, 1915, but was brought to Pittsburgh by his parents the following 
year. After taking the courses of study at Oberlin College and Ohio State Uni- 
versity that emphasized chemistry, he completed his education at the New 
York University College of Commerce, New York City, where in 1938 he 
took the degree of Bachelor of Science in Accounts and Finance. He had spent 
his vacations at the Hagan Corporation headquarters in Pittsburgh, working 
chiefly in the laboratories of Hall and Calgon. In his vacation of 1932, he alone 
was able to analyze all the water samples coming into Pittsburgh, something 
that would require an entire staff of men today. Another summer vacation was 
devoted to travel in the field, observing an experienced employee sell Hall 
contracts (Hall System of Boiler Water Conditioning). 

In 1938 he became a full-time employee of the company, but in February, 
1941, the Dormont Draft Board named him among the first draftees for the 
United States Army Infantry. In the next year and one-half he was stationed, 
as an Infantryman, at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland; Camp Croft, South 
Carolina, and Fort McClellan, Alabama. Then he was accepted as a flying 
cadet and received his training on the West Coast. After winning his wings and 
Second Lieutenantcy, he took B-17 (Flying Fortress) instruction and was as- 
signed to Hobbs Field, New Mexico, as a flight instructor. In 1945, he was 
transferred to combat and took the training course in B-29s at Roswell, New 
Mexico. He was about ready to leave Lincoln, Nebraska, in a new B-29 as a 
flight commander with a full crew for the Pacific Theater of Operations when 
the Atom Bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan. This resulted in separation 
papers for him and he returned to civilian life and the Hagan Corporation. 

While at Luke Field, Arizona, Mr. Hopwood met Mary Stanton. They were 
married at Alpine, Texas, on June 4, 1943. They have three children—Diane, 
born in 1945; Nancy, born in 1947, and William Thomas, born in 1951. The 
youngest child bears the name of his father and that of Thomas A. Peebles, 
lifetime partner and close friend of John M. Hopwood, his grandfather. 

After Mr. Hopwood returned to the Hagan Corporation in 1945, he re- 
sumed familiarizing himself with every phase of the company’s activities. In 
1948, Mr. Hopwood was elected a director of the Hagan Corporation and its 
subsidiaries and in 1949 vice-president. In this post he served under David J. 
Erikson, the company’s second president, who in 1948 had succeeded John M. 
Hopwood, the latter having been elected to the new position of chairman 
of the board of directors, which he held until his death in 1951. When in 
April, 1954, Mr. Erikson retired because of ill health, though continuing as a 
consultant, William Whitford Hopwood was made the company’s third presi- 
dent. Outside the company he is a trustee of Shadyside Hospital, a member of 
the Duquesne Club, St. Clair Country Club and the Newcomen Society of 
England in North America and worships in the Presbyterian Church. His 
recreations are golf, photography and gardening. At an early age he is a dis- 
tinguished figure in the industrial world. 
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DAVID JUNKIN ERIKSON 


As a former president of four corporations, David Junkin Erikson is an in- 
dustrialist of reputation not only in his native Pittsburgh but throughout the 
nation. He is especially well known in the fields of automatic controls, mechan- 
ical research and chemical developments. In the last named alone, he is asso- 
ciated with the internationally distributed Calgon and a host of allied products. 
His companies are Hagan Corporation, Hall Laboratories, Inc., The Buromin 
Company and Calgon, Incorporated. 

Born on November 26, 1898, Mr. Erikson has centered his entire career, 
scholastic, social and industrial, in Pittsburgh. Various enterprises claimed his 
interest until January, 1918, when he entered the United States Army for serv- 
ice in World War I. He was one of those whom the Army belatedly released 
long after the Armistice of November, 1918, for he did not return to civilian 
life until July, 1919. It was not until 1922 when Mr. Erikson’s true career be- 
gan—the career in which he has risen to such prominence and business leader- 
ship. In that year he became associated with the Hagan Corporation with which 
he served in various capacities until his election as president and member of 
the board of directors in 1948. He remained in this position until his retire- 
ment in April 1954. Upon assuming the chief office in this firm, he also became 
head of its subsidiaries, Hall Laboratories, Inc., The Buromin Company and 
Calgon, Inc. The operations of these companies are described in a separate 
chronicle entitled “Hagan Corporation,” to be found eslewhere in this history 
of Pittsburgh. 

Married, Mr. Erikson makes his home at 211 Woodhaven Drive, Pittsburgh 
28, and has one son, David, Jr., who was born March 15, 1934. His office is in 
the Hagan Building, 323 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh 22. He isa member of the 
Duquesne Club, Pittsburgh Athletic Association, St. Clair Country Club, and 
Union League Club of Chicago. In 1952 he was also made a director of the 
Pittsburgh Home Savings and Loan Association. By guiding developments in 
his four companies, Mr. Erikson is influencing achievement in numerous fields 
and is contributing to the growth and defense of the United States and its 
allied nations. 


H. FRED MERCER, JR. 


Member of a family which has been prominent in Pennsylvania’s professional 
life for many years, H. Fred Mercer, Jr., is himself a figure of growing impor- 
tance in at least the Western part of the state. An attorney who 1s also an active 
business man, he has an additional reputation in the Masonic world. He is a 
Naval veteran of World War II. 

Born in Pittsburgh on September 29, 1912, Mr. Mercer is the son of H. Fred 
and Estelle M. (Brown) Mercer. His father, a native of Beaver Falls, was an 
outstanding trial lawyer both of whose parents were physicians. He died in 
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1939. The mother, another native of Pennsylvania, is the daughter of Joseph S. 
and Matilda Brown. 

H. Fred Mercer, Jr., received his early education at Shady Side Academy 
and part of his pre-professional education at Williams College in Massachu- 
setts. He took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at the University of Pittsburgh 
and that of Bachelor of Laws at the University of Michigan. He has been in 
active practice as an attorney since taking his legal degree, except for the three 
years he spent with the United States Navy in World War II. He was an offi- 
cer assigned to the Bureau of Aeronautics in Washington, D. C. He is one of 
the owners of the Thermatomic Carbon Company. 

Mr. Mercer married Dorothy E. Swan, daughter of George M. and Flor- 
ence B. Swan. The wedding took place in Pittsburgh on June 26, 1935. Mrs. 
Mercer 1s a member of the College Club of Pittsburgh. She and Mr. Mercer 
have a son and two daughters—H. Fred Mercer, II, Marilyn E. and Hannah 
Dustin Mercer. They reside at 220 South Homewood Avenue and worship at 
the East Liberty Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Mercer, whose office is at 916 Frick Building, is a member of Lodge No. 
45, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Allegheny Consistory, Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite, and Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of 
the Mystic Shrine. He also belongs to the Untversity Club of Pittsburgh. Both 
among his colleagues of the Bar and the general public Mr. Mercer is con- 
stantly rising in prestige and general reputation. He is a dynamic trial lawyer 
and specializes in personal injury cases representing the plaintiff. 


SIDNEY MATHEWS RUFFIN 


Among the attorneys in Pittsburgh whose civic work includes making 
legal assistance available to men and women of limited financial means, Sidney 
Mathews Ruffin has won a position of prestige in the community in a compara- 
tively brief period. He is a partner in the law firm of Burgwin, Ruffin, Perry & 
Pohl, with offices at 1515 Park Building, specializing in the field of municipal 
and public authority finance. 


~ 


Born at Gordonsville, Virginia, on June 5, 1916, Mr. Ruffin is the son of 
the late John F. W. and Sara McElroy (Osborne) Ruffin, both also natives of 
the Old Dominion, the latter being the daughter of John M. and Virginia 
(McElroy) Osborne. John Rufhn, born at Petersburg, was a farmer and bank- 
er. Sidney Ruffin received his preliminary education in the elementary and 
high schools of Pottstown, Pennsylvania, and then studied at the University of 
Virginia, where he took the degrees of Bachelor of Science in 1938 and Bach- 
elor of Laws in 1940, and where he was elected to Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 

In 1940, Mr. Rufhn came back to Pennsylvania and entered the law firm of 
Burgwin, Scully and Churchill, Pittsburgh, as an associate. The following year 
he was admitted to the Pennsylvania and Allegheny County Bar. Soon after- 
ward World War II intervened. He went into the United States Navy, was 


Si 





SIDNEY MATHEWS RUFFIN 


PiIrrsBURGH AND ALLEGHENY COUNTY 


assigned to the Amphibious Force and rose to the rank of Lieutenant (Senior 
Grade). In 1946 Mr. Ruffin returned to Pittsburgh and resumed the practice 
of law. 

On June 26, 1943, in Philadelphia, Mr. Ruffin married Harriet Martin, 
daughter of Sydney E. and Margaret (Fox) Martin. Mrs. Rufhin has been 
active in social work and musical circles in Pittsburgh, having been a former 
member of the Junior Board, Pittsburgh Eye and Ear Hospital; the Social 
Service Board, Shadyside Hospital, and of the Junior League of Pittsburgh 
and currently serving on the Board of Directors of the Bach Choir. The 
Rufhins, whose home is on North Drive, Fox Chapel Manor, have a son and 
two daughters—Nicholas C. Ruffin, Martha M. Ruffin and Caryanne R. Ruffin. 

The Rufhns worship in the church of the Ascension (Episcopal), in which 
Mr. Ruffin is chancellor and member of the Vestry. He is a Democratic voter. 
He is a member of the board of directors of the Legal Aid Society of Pitts- 
burgh and a member of the American, Pennsylvania State and Allegheny 
County Bar Associations, the Pittsburgh, Fox Chapel Golf and University 
Clubs, the Bond Club of Pittsburgh and The Foreign Policy Association. 


ROBERT DUFF DALZELL 


The Pittsburgh Chapter of the American National Red Cross is one of the 
largest units of that vast and important organization, with a budget totalling 
about a million and one-half dollars. One of the active organizers of the Chap- 
ter is Robert Duff Dalzell, who is as prominent in Red Cross as he 1s in the 
Pennsylvania Bar, the Presbyterian Church, the insurance business and other 
fields. As an attorney, he isa member of the law firm of Dalzell, Pringle, Bredin 
and Martin. 

Mr. Dalzell was born on August 27, 1882, in Allegheny County. His birth 
actually took place at Hawkins Station, named for the Hawkins family, one of 
whom was Judge Hawkins, sometimes called the father of the Orphans Court 
of Allegheny County. His father was the Honorable John Dalzell, born in 
New York City in April, 1845, and graduated from Yale College in 1865. 
Also an attorney, he was first a partner of Judge Hampton in the firm of 
Hampton and Dalzell and later a partner in the firm of Dalzell, Scott and Gor- 
don (a predecessor of his son’s present firm). He was a Representative from 
Allegheny County in Congress from 1887 to 1914. Robert Dalzell’s mother 
was the former Mary Louise Duff, daughter of Peter Duff, founder of Duff's 
College, and Eliza Jane (Marter) Duff. Duff’s College was the first business 
college west of the Allegheny Mountains. Peter Duff was also founder of P. 
Duff and Sons, molasses refiners and commission brokers. 

Robert Dalzell attended The University School, Washington, D. C.; Yale 
College, from which he was graduated in 1905 with the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts, and George Washington University Law School, Washington, D. C., 
from which he was graduated in 1909 with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 
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He was a member of the social fraternity, Psi Upsilon, at Yale and of the legal 
fraternity, Phi Delta Phi, at law school. From April, 1910, when he was ad- 
mitted to the Superior Courts and the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and 
the courts of Allegheny County, until 1919, he was employed by the firm of 
Dalzell, Fisher and Hawkins. He has been a member of the successor firms, 
including Dalzell, Dalzell and McFall; Dalzell, McFall and Pringle; Dalzell, 
McFall, Pringle and Bredin and the present firm, Dalzell, Pringle, Bredin and 


Martin, which maintains offices at 1524 Frick Building. 


Mr. Dalzell married Alice McFarlane, daughter of George L. and Alice 
(Eaton) McFarlane and sister of the three brothers who founded Eaton’s 
Ranch. The marriage was solemnized in Allegheny County on April 14, 1915. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dalzell became the parents of three children—Robert Duff Dal- 
zell, Jr., born on February 12, 1918; William Sage Dalzell, Il, born on August 
24, 1922, deceased August 22, 1924, and Kathleen Alden Dalzell, born on 
April 18, 1926. 

Mr. Dalzell worships at the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh and 
has been a member of the church’s Session since the middle 1920s. It was in 
the World War I period that he assisted in the formation of the Red Cross 
Chapter in Pittsburgh by speaking in various communities in Western Penn- 
sylvania, explaining the organization and arousing interest. He is a member of 
the Allegheny County, Pennsylvania State and American Bar Associations, the 
International Association of Insurance Counsel, the Duquesne, University and 
Oakmont Country Clubs, in and near Pittsburgh, and of the Shorewood Coun- 
try Club at Dunkirk, New York. Member of families renowned in Western 
Pennsylvania history, he has added to the reputation of those families, especially 
the Dalzell name. 


FOLLANSBEE STEEL CORPORATION 


Employing more than 2,500 persons, the Follansbee Steel Corporation, with 
headquarters in Pittsburgh’s new Gateway Building and plant and warehouses 
in four states, occupies a position of importance in the nation’s commercial and 
industrial structure. It is at present a producer of flat cold reduced steel mill 
products. 

The corporation is the successor to a series of companies, the earliest of 
which was Park, Scott and Company, organized as a steel warehouse in Pitts- 
burgh in 1810. In 1904, the predecessor of the present corporation began roll- 
ing steel sheets from sheet bar. In 1907, it added steel making facilities and 
roughing mills, which operation was expanded in 1922. The corporation en- 
joyed a fine reputation as a producer of automobile and electrical grades of 
steel sheets. 

In 1906, the company organized a subsidiary, Sheet Metal Specialty Com- 
pany, to fabricate flat rolled steel into a large variety of articles, made and sold 
in large volume, such as milk cans, ice cream cans, portable ovens, stove pipe 
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and elbows, and miscellaneous stampings. The plant is located at Follansbee, 
West Virginia, about two miles south and across the Ohio River from Steu- 


benville, Ohio. 


In 1948, when Marcus A. Follansbee became president (see his biography 
on other pages of this history), the corporation purchased the Federal Enam- 
eling and Stamping Company, which manufactures porcelain enamel and alum- 
inum home kitchen utensils. In the same year, Mr. Follansbee began an 
aggressive expansion of capacity in the company’s warehousing activities, with 
the result that it now operates three modern metal warehouses—in Pittsburgh, 
Rochester, New York, and Fairfield, Connecticut. By adding to the national 
wealth, providing employment to thousands for a century and a half and pro- 
ducing items greatly needed, Follansbee Steel and predecessors have helped 
build Pittsburgh and the nation. 


MARCUS A. FOLLANSBEE 


Long the occupant of leadership positions in the Pittsburgh community, 
Marcus A. Follansbee is not only president and a director of the Follansbee 
Steel Corporation but an active figure in other businesses and a large group 
of organizations dedicated to civic betterment. The products of his company 
are of immense value to the national economy and are sold in large volume and 
both the company and Mr. Follansbee have received public recognition of 
their importance. 

He was born in Pittsburgh on April 2, 1891, the son of William U. Follans- 
bee, one of the founders of the Follansbee Steel Corporation, and Jennie 
(Childs) Follansbee. In 1914, Marcus Follansbee was graduated from the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh with the degree of Engineer of Mines. He was elected 
to the University’s chapter of Delta Tau Delta Fraternity. 

Since 1914 he has been associated with the Follansbee Steel Corporation and 
its predecessor companies. He entered the business as a chemist, then spent two 
years in the operating department. His next move was to the sales department 
as a salesman. World War I intervened, and in 1917 and 1918 he was with the 
United States Army and its fledgling air corps as an engineer. 

In 1919, after his return from the service, Mr. Follansbee was sent to Chi- 
cago as district manager of sales. Twenty years later he was recalled to the 
home office in Pittsburgh to assume the office of general sales manager. Three 
years later he was promoted to vice-president, in 1947 to executive vice- 
president, and in October, 1948, to president. In 1948 the corporation took 
over the Federal Enameling and Stamping Company, of which he has since 
been a director. He also holds directorates in the National-Ben Franklin Fire 
Insurance Company and the Potter Bank and Trust Company of Pittsburgh. 

On June 8, 1916, when he was still on the lower rungs of the ladder in his 
father’s steel plant, Mr. Follansbee married Mary Hosack. The wedding took 
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place in Pittsburgh. There are two sons—the Reverend Marcus A. Follansbee, 
Jr., who in June, 1953, completed his training for the Congregational ministry, 
and George Hosack Follansbee, who in 1953 was serving as a salesman in the 
warehouse division of the Follansbee Steel Corporation (see the separate ac- 
count of this concern’s origins, growth and operations elsewhere in this his- 
tory), and is thus following in his father’s footsteps. The Follansbees not only 
have two sons but, as of 1953, two grandsons. 


Mr. Follansbee is a member of the Session of Shadyside Presbyterian Church 
and of the boards of Shadyside Hospital, the University of Pittsburgh, the 
Pittsburgh Association for the Improvement of the Poor and the American 
Iron and Steel Institute. His clubs are the University, Duquesne and Longue 
Vue Country. His activities have made him an outstanding figure in his field 
and community. 


WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC CORPORATION 


One of the world’s largest producers of machines for the generation and 
use of power, the Westinghouse Electric Corporation operates in the realm of 
“atoms to zirconium.” Its principal business is the design and manufacture of 
implements that generate, transmit, distribute, control and utilize electric 
power. It is also a major factor in transportation on land, sea or in the air, 
whether vertical or horizontal, and is deeply engaged in atomic power, com- 
munications, air handling and conditioning, lighting, plastics, and metallurgy. 
In fact, its interests and investigations range from atomic research to the har- 
nessing of such rare elements as krypton and zirconium. Westinghouse re- 
search delves into almost all branches of the physical sciences and the company 
in fact became the industrial pioneer in atomic fission with construction in 
1937 of its own atom smasher for studies of the nature of matter. 

Research and engineering are the foundations on which the company is 
built and technical men and engineers the world over look with confidence 
upon machinery bearing the famous “Circle W” trademark. This preoccupa- 
tion with the engineering aspects of modern industrial machinery springs from 
the fact that Westinghouse grew out of the ambitions and enormous energies 
of an exceptional man—George Westinghouse, a giant in the nation’s early 
scientific and industrial history who left a giant’s footprints on the path of 
progress. It was George Westinghouse who was the great champion of alter- 
nating current, the familiar “AC” which largely powers our mechanized civ- 
ilization. Out of his brilliant mind or under his tireless sponsorship there also 
developed the railroad airbrake; the application of the steam turbine which 
today produces nearly two-thirds of our total electricity and powers the navies 
and many of the merchant fleets of the worlds; the polyphase electric motor; 
the meter for measuring electric current consumption and countless other basic 
devices. 


405 


BICENTENNIAL HIstTory OF 


The Westinghouse Electric Corporation started in 1886 with 200 employees 
in a little plant in Garrison Alley, Pittsburgh. The plant made generators, trans- 
formers, switches and motors to use the new “Westinghouse current,” the 
common name given to alternating current in last decades of the last century. 
Growth in the demand for new and different types of electrical equipment in 
the United States and abroad stimulated growth of the company. New fac- 
tories went up in East Pittsburgh and many other cities. Today Westinghouse 
operates 53 major manufacturing plants from Boston, Massachusetts, to Sunny- 
vale, California. It also has 40 regional plants throughout the nation to manu- 
facture and repair Westinghouse products and 165 offices in the world’s major 
cities. The products are distributed in 125 foreign lands through Westinghouse 
Electric International Company, the export and import arm of W estinghouse. 


The company’s first catalogue was a penny postcard. Today its catalogues 
list 300,000 variations of 8,000 basic products ranging from tiny “grain of 
wheat” lamps used in bronchoscopes to help the doctor find the safety pin 
Junior tried to swallow to giant power generators big as an average house and 
weighing 2,000,000 pounds. One of these huge generators has more ‘“‘muscle” 
than 7,000,000 men, whereas the tiny lamp 1s lost in one man’s palm. 

Westinghouse makes “everything electrical,” and much more. Among its 
products are atomic power reactors, jet engines; elevators (including the fast- 
est in the world to zip people up and down the buildings of Rockefeller Center 
in New York City); radar; X-ray; radio and electronic equipment; and some 26 
different household appliances from refrigerators to electric sheets and com- 
forters. Other W estinghouse products include 10,000 types and sizes of lamps, 
all the way up to three billion candlepower; Micarta plastic timing gears for 
automobiles, water-trough “de-icers” so farm animals can get a drink in freez- 
ing weather, coal miners’ helmets, household circuit breakers that replace base- 
ment fuse boxes, electrical varnishes, porcelainware for insulation purposes and 
even plastic iced tea spoons. 

It would take a freight train more than 80 miles long to transport the raw 
materials and finished products to and from the company’s plants in a single 
month, Westinghouse production versatility has led to many unique assign- 
ments which are handled along with the regular 8,000-product output. A spec- 
tacular example was the giant mounting for the 200-inch Mt. Palomar telescope. 

There are 120,000 employees and 111,400 owners (as of 1954). The aver- 
age owner holds 149 shares of stock and in 1953 received some $298 dividends. 
To make Westinghouse a good place to work, the company has set the pace 
for industry in a number of industrial relations practices. When George West- 
inghouse founded the company in 1886, he was the first to introduce the Satur- 
day, half-holiday. Vacations with pay were another Westinghouse innovation. 
In 1953 the company spent $19,804,000 to provide vacations for employees. 
A training program for college graduates and trade apprentices was launched 
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in 1888 and a “sickness benefit plan” (relief department) was organized in 
1907 to provide weekly benefits for lost time due to illness, 


In 1910 it started the employee suggestion system, which has paid out nearly 
two million dollars in cash awards. It pioneered also in the idea of labor and 
management sitting down together to solve common problems. The first re- 
tirement plan was adopted in 1915 and group insurance (now totaling $600,- 
000,000) was initiated in 1920. In 1950, Westinghouse adopted a new and 
liberalized insurance and pension program. In 1953, benefits were paid on 
more than 45,000 cases involving sickness or death of employees and hospitali- 
zation of employees or their dependents. 


Westinghouse scientists and engineers are looking constantly toward the fu- 
ture. The company’s main Research Laboratories at East Pittsburgh, which 
have contributed so heavily to the nation’s electrical advances in the past 38 
years, will be replaced in 1955 by an ultramodern research center now under 
construction in Churchill Borough, near Pittsburgh. At the East Pittsburgh 
laboratories stands the first industry-built atom smasher, constructed by West- 
inghouse in 1937. 


Also near Pittsburgh are two plants of the Westinghouse Atomic Power D1- 
vision which during 1953-54 helped to open a new era of the Atomic Age. Built 
there and assembled in Idaho was the world’s first atomic engine ever to produce 
power in substantial quantities. Called Mark I, this nuclear power plant was 
the prototype of the second Westinghouse-built atomic engine (Mark ID) 
installed in the U.S.S. Nautilus. Westinghouse now is developing the nation’s 
first full-scale industrial atomic reactor under contract with the Atomic Energy 
Commission. 


Lamp and electronic tube research takes place at laboratories in Bloomfield, 
New Jersey. A new steam and gas turbine laboratory at the South Philadelphia 
plant, give the company unsurpassed facilities to develop improved steam ap- 
paratus. A new laboratory for the development and pilot production of spe- 
cial alloys is being built at Blairsville, Pa. At Cleveland, laboratories investigate 
lighting equipment and develop new and better lights of all kinds. Man-made 
lightning crackles in a special high-voltage laboratory at Trafford, Pennsy]- 
vania, where all sorts of lightning tests are carried out to aid in the design of 
better protective devices for the nation’s electrical distribution system. 


Westinghouse has been the innovator of many things—among them radio 
broadcasting in 1920, through Station KDKA, and jet propulsion (at Kansas 
City, Missouri, the company operates the world’s largest factory for the pro- 
duction of jet engines). The future, Westinghouse believes, lies in atomic 
energy and with its eye always on the future it is developing its youngest and 
fastest growing enterprise, the Atomic Power Division. Under the great lead- 
ership of Gwilym Price, the president (see his biography elsewhere in this 
volume), the company not only serves the nation now but plans carefully for 
the service it will give in the years ahead. 
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GWILYM ALEXANDER PRICE 


An internationally celebrated industrialist who has won innumerable hon- 
ors for his contributions to industrial, metallurgical and electrical research, 
Gwilym Alexander Price is, of course, best known as president of the West- 
inghouse Electric Corporation. He is a former banker and lawyer, still actively 
affiliated with both vocations, and has a reputation for leadership in the fields 
of technical education and business research and in health and welfare pro- 
grams. At one time he was a member of the Pennsylvania State Legislature. 

Born of Welsh ancestry (his first name, Gwilym, is Welsh for William), in 
Canonsburg on June 20, 1895, Mr. Price attended school in New Kensington 
and Carnegie. He was graduated from the University of Pittsburgh Law School 
in 1917 and enlisted that same year as a Private in the United States Army. He 
rose to a Captaincy, commanding the 302nd Heavy Tank Battalion, which 
served overseas. He had practiced law briefly before entering the armed forces 
and after the war returned to his profession. He became an associate of the law 
firm with which he had served as a clerk in his law school days. In 1920 he was 
appointed an assistant trust officer of the Pittsburgh Trust: Company and in 
1923 and 1924 he served in the State House of Representatives. 


Mr. Price’s bank became the Peoples-Pittsburgh Trust Company and of this 
he was made president in January, 1940. This institution is now the Peoples 
First National Bank and Trust Company. He had served it as trust officer from 
1923 to 1930, as a vice-president to 1937 and until his election as president was 
vice-president in charge of trusts. In September, 1943, he was called to West- 
inghouse Electric Corporation as a vice-president. He was made executive vice- 
president in May, 1945, and in January, 1946, when he was fifty years old, he 
was elevated to the presidency. Besides the board of directors of Westing- 
house Electric, Mr. Price serves on the boards of Westinghouse Air Brake 
Company, The Hanover Bank of New York City, Eastman Kodak Company, 
and National Union Fire Insurance Company of Pittsburgh. 


He is a trustee of the Committee for Economic Development, of the Car- 
negie Institute of Pittsburgh (also a member of the executive committee, which 
is the governing body for the Carnegie Institute of Technology); the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York; the Elizabeth Steel Magee Hospital of Pittsburgh; 
Allegheny College, Meadville, and the Pittsburgh Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation (also a member of the finance committee). He is also a member of 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Corporation, the Business Advisory 
Council for the United States Department of Commerce and the board of the 
National Industrial Conference Board and is president and a director of the 
Zoar Home of Pittsburgh. He is married and has three sons. 

A measure of a man’s success and standing in his field are the honors which 
have been bestowed upon him—the public recognition given his achievements 
and contribution. Some of those won by Mr. Price are: the honorary degrees 
of Doctor of Laws from the University of Pittsburgh, Allegheny College, and 
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Transylvania College; the honorary degree of Doctor of Engineering from 
Stevens Institute of Technology; the annual award of the Western Pennsyl- 
vania Chapter, Society of Industrial Realtors, and the medal for the advance- 
ment of research, presented by the American Society for Metals in recognition 
of the achievements by his corporation in metallurgy. 


JOHN A. FEIGEL 


An international figure in the labor movement, John A. Feigel has a special 
reputation for leadership in the highly respected and renowned International 
Typographical Union. He 1s president of Pittsburgh Typographical Union 
No.7 and the Pittsburgh Central Labor Union as well as an officer in a variety of 
labor organizations, some of a general character and some in the allied print- 
ing trades. He has held office in the international convention of typographical 
unions and in the state conventions of the Pennsylvania Federation of Labor. 
In addition, he has helped bring the support of organized labor to the fund- 
raising drives of all worthy health, welfare and youth-serving agencies and 
major civic movements and has himself served in official capacities in innumer- 
able community movements. 


Mr. Feigel was born, so to speak, into the labor movement. His father, John 
J. Feigel, was once a leader in the Steel Workers Union and 1s at present prom- 
inent in the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. He was vice- 
president of his Steel Workers local in the strike of 1919 and for his union 
activities was “blackballed,” his son reports, in several steel plants. He therefore 
left the steel industry and, becoming an electrician, joined the Local No. 5 of 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, in which he has been 
active ever since. His wife, the typographical union leader’s mother, died in 
1939. 

John A. Feigel’s birth took place at Homestead on February 2, 1907. As a 
member of a Catholic family, he began his education in St. Mary’s Parochial 
School, Sharpsburg, and then continued at Schenley High School, Pittsburgh. 
From June 28, 1920, to June 28, 1925, he served his printer’s apprenticeship, 
under Typographical Union rules, in newspaper composing rooms and from 
the start showed promise of union leadership. From 1933 to 1937 he was night 
chairman of The Pittsburgh Press composing room chapel of his union local 
and from June, 1935, to June, 1937, he was vice-president of Pittsburgh 
Typographical Union No. 7. Since the latter date he has been president. He 
served as chairman of the Laws Committee at the Vancouver, British Colum- 
bia, convention of the International Typographical Union in August, 1941, 
and has been chairman of the Laws Committees of the Pennsylvania Federa- 
tion of Labor at five conventions. 

Since March, 1951, he has been president of the Pittsburgh Central Labor 
Union; since 1938, secretary-treasurer of the Pittsburgh Union Label Council, 
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since 1937, chairman, Label Committee, Pittsburgh Allied Printing Trades 
Council; and since 1951, member, board of directors, Pittsburgh Labor Edu- 
cational Council, and member, Union Advisory Committee of Labor Educa- 
tion Service, Pennsylvania State College. For six years he served as president 
of the Tri-State Typographical Conference. He is also past president of the 
Pittsburgh Typographical Athletic Association and past vice-president of the 
Pennsylvania Union Label League. His office is at 603 Standard Life Building. 

On August 27, 1930, Mr. Feigel married Catherine B. Morgan, daughter of 
Ella and Thomas Morgan. The nuptial mass was celebrated at St. Mary’s Ro- 
man Catholic Church, Forty-sixth Street, Pittsburgh. Mrs. Feigel’s father died 
in 1918 and her mother was married to Thomas V. McAllister in 1930. Mrs. 
Feigel, well known in printing circles, is treasurer of the Women’s Auxiliary 
No. 38 to Pittsburgh Typographical Union No. 7. She is also active in the 
Mothers’ Club of Central Catholic High School. The Feigels, who make their 
home at 228 Ella Street, have six children—Grace, now Mrs. Edward Simcic 
and mother of Christine Simcic, Edward Simcic, Jr., and Joan Simcic; John A. 
Feigel, Jr., who in 1954 was with the Corps of Engineers, United States Army, 
in England; Bernard T., Lawrence F., Leonard V. and Daniel G. Feigel. The 
family worships in St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church, Bloomfield. Mr. 
Feigel served for two years as president of the church’s Bowling League. He 
is amember of the Fathers’ Club of Central Catholic High School. 

Mr. Feigel’s civic participation has been through service on the following: 
Board of Public Education of School District of Pittsburgh; Municipal Water 
Authority of the City of Pittsburgh; board of directors of the Community 
Chest of Allegheny County (chairman Labor Advisory Committee for 1953, 
co-chairman 1953 fund-raising campaign); Metropolitan Study Commission 
of Allegheny County; Mass Transportation Committee of Allegheny County; 
board of directors of Health and Welfare Federation of Allegheny County 
(member Committee on Aging); Civic Unity Council of Pittsburgh; board of 
directors of Western Pennsylvania Heart Association; The Civic Board of the 
Civic Light Opera Association of Greater Pittsburgh, Greater Pittsburgh 
Airport Advisory Committee; board of directors of The Foreign Policy Asso- 
ciation of Pittsburgh; Labor-Management Council; co-chairman Labor Com- 
mittee Red Cross Fund-Raising Campaign; co-chairman Labor Committee 
Salvation Army Fund-Raising Campaign; vice-chairman Labor Committee 
Arthritis-Rheumatism Fund-Raising Campaign; Board of Directors of The 
Metropolitan Pittsburgh Educational Television Station WQED; executive 
board of Urban League of Pittsburgh; general committee for the Allegheny 
County Free Fair in 1953; Civil Defense Committee of Allegheny County; 
business, industry and labor committee of the Chest X-ray Survey of Pitts- 
burgh and Allegheny County; labor sub-committee of Civic Club of Alle- 
gheny County; Citizens’ Council for Fair Employment Practices; executive 
board Pennsylvania Citizens Committee on Migrant Labor; and Advisory 
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Council, Pennsylvania State Department of American Federation of Phys- 
ically Handicapped, Inc. 

Since 1950 Mr. Feigel has served, or been serving on the following: Com- 
mittee for Pittsburgh’s Future, which chose 100 young men of Pittsburgh’s 
Future; Coordinating Committee of United Nations Week; Committee on 
Education and Recreation for Older People; Plant and Internal Security Com- 
mittee of the Chamber of Commerce (Civil Defense); committee on arrange- 
ments, Episcopal-Presbyterian Labor School, held at Second Presbyterian 
Church; vice-chairman Committee for Clothes for Korea; Judges’ Panel for 
Selection of “Man of the Year” of Junior Chamber of Commerce in 1951, 
1952 and 1953; Committee on Community Participation for the Contemporary 
Music Festival and labor chairman of Allegheny County for 1952 Pennsyl- 
vania Week. In 1952 and 1953 was chosen by the Pittsburgh Newspaper Guild 
as “Man of the Year” in Labor at the annual Page 1 Ball. In 1953 chosen by the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce “‘Jaycees” as Man of the Year in Labor. This 
selection being one of the twelve prominent leaders in Pittsburgh. 

He is a member of Pittsburgh Aerie, No. 76, Fraternal Order of Eagles; 
Pittsburgh Lodge, No. 339, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; and 
holds a life membership in the Central Pittsburgh Post Home Association 
American Legion Post No. 707. He is a Democrat and among his recreations 
and hobbies, besides union organization, are woodshop work, baseball, golf 
and bowling. The numerous duties which Mr. Feigel has been called on to 
perform in the community and labor movement are in themselves indications 
of his importance as a citizen. The Department of Pennsylvania of the Amer- 
ican Legion emphasized this when, on February 5, 1946, it awarded him its 
Distinguished Service Certificate. 


JOHN P. BUSARELLO 


The son of a workman and long the down-in-the-pits companion of thou- 
sands of other workmen, John P. Busarello is today serving in a major leader- 
ship capacity in one of the nation’s greatest unions, the United Mine Workers 
of America. He is president of District No. 5, UMWA. He is also prominent 
in Masonic affairs and in welfare circles and among sportsmen, especially ama- 
teur riflemen. 

Mr. Busarello, of Italian-German parentage, was born in Baden, Germany, 
on November 7, 1887. His parents were John M. and Mary (Kohner) Busa- 
rello. The father, a native of Casteltcheno, Italy, was also a miner. On the con- 
struction of the celebrated St. Gothard Tunnel through the Alps in Switzer- 
land, he served as a foreman. The UMWA leader, brought to the United 
States at an early age, received his education in the public schools. His father 
went to work in the mines here and the son, at the age of 12, followed him into 
the pits. This was in December, 1899. 
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In November, 1905, Mr. Busarello was elected a mine checkweighman, a 
job he held until August, 1916. He resigned to follow up an opportunity to 
help organize and improve the working conditions of his fellow miners, accept- 
ing the post of district representative, District No. 5, United Mine Workers 
of America. In 1939, he was appointed statistician of District No. 5 and from 
1941 to 1943 he was vice-president of the district. Elected president in 1943, 
he has served in that capacity since then. His office is at 938 Penn Avenue, 
Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Busarello married Bernice E. Jackson, daughter of Hugh and Louisa 
(Roy) Jackson, at Wellsburg, West Virginia, on June 18, 1907. Through this 
marriage Mr. Busarello has a stepson—W. R. Fullick. The family home 1s at 
Oakdale and the family worships in the Presbyterian Church. The members 
vote and support the Democratic ticket. 

Mr. Busarello serves on the Advisory Board of the Salvation Army of Pitts- 
burgh. In the fraternal world, he belongs to the Blue Lodge, No. 688, Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons, of which he was Master in 1927; McDonald Chap- 
ter, Royal Arch Masons; Washington, Pa. Council, Royal and Select Masons; 
Chertiers Commandery, Knights Templar, and Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is also active in the National Rifle As- 
sociation. Firearms are his hobby, fishing and shooting his favorite sports. As a 
UMWA leader Mr. Busarello has won the respect of both his district constitu- 
ents and mine operators. 


FRANK SABOLSKY 


With an acute understanding of the problems of coal miners, gained from his 
own many years in the pits, Frank Sabolsky has been one of the successful 
leaders of District Five, United Mine Workers of America, for a decade. He 
is of the second generation of his family whose life work has been in the field 
of coal mining. 

Born in Cokeburg on February 18, 1906, he is the son of Sam and Minnie 
(Carney) Sabolsky. His father, a native of Warsaw, Poland, was also a coal 
miner. Leaving the public schools at an early age, Frank Sabolsky joined his 
father at the coal mining trade. Through the years he became more and more 
active in the United Mine Workers of America, assisting in organization and 
relief work, assisting in battles to improve conditions and to elevate wage and 
other standards. In 1943, he became vice-president of District Five, one of the 
largest in the union’s jurisdiction. His office is at 938 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh. 

In September, 1928, at Detroit, Michigan, he married Helen Girdish, daugh- 
ter of Anthony and Anne Girdish. They have two sons and two daughters— 
Jerome Sabolsky; Frank Sabolsky, Jr., who married Mary Juransick, and are 
the parents of Marchelle Sabolsky. Rita Sabolsky, age 9, and Karen Sabolsky, 
age 6. The family home is in Marianna. The family worships in the Roman 
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Catholic Church. Mr. Sabolsky is non-partisan in politics and his hobby 1s 
agriculture. An important figure in an important labor union, he is dedicated to 
serving the nation through work on behalf of his fellow coal miners. 


HONORABLE JOSEPH MORAN BARR 


A national leader in the Democratic Party and one of the most influential 
figures on the Pennsylvania political scene, the Honorable Joseph Moran Barr 
has been serving with distinction in the State Senate since 1940. 

Senator Barr, born in Pittsburgh on May 28, 1906, comes of a family long 
distinguished in the newspaper publishing business. His great-grandfather was 
founder of the old Pittsburgh Post and his grandfather and father were owners 
at one time of the Pittsburgh Sun. His parents were James P. and Blanche E. 
(Moran) Barr. 

The Senator received his entire education in Pittsburgh. After elementary 
and high school, he matriculated at the University of Pittsburgh, where he was 
a major in the School of Business Administration and was elected to Phi Kappa, 
the national social fraternity. For a time after completing his education, he 
worked as a salesman. 

Meantime, he became increasingly active in politics. In 1936, he was elected 
a member of the Pennsylvania State Democratic Committee from Allegheny 
County and served four years. Also, he was first Allegheny County and then 
Pennsylvania State president of the Young Democratic Clubs of America and in 
1936 was a delegate from Pennsylvania to the Democratic National Conven- 
tion. Later, he was elected chairman of the national organization committee 
of the Young Democratic Clubs of America. 

In 1940, he was elected to the upper house of the Pennsylvania State Legis- 
lature and was reelected in 1944, 1948 and 1952, representing the 43rd Penn- 
sylvania Senatorial District (Pittsburgh). He has sponsored and supported leg- 
islation which has been of beneficial effect on the entire state and specifically, 
from time to time, on Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, and has constantly 
increased his popularity with the voters. 

On June 4, 1949, Senator Barr married Alice Mary White, a native of Glen- 
coe, Illinois. Mrs. Barr’s father, William R. White, is the inventor and manu- 
facturer of the White-Vacuum cap for products packed in glass, which has 
an international distribution. Mrs. Barr, who likes all outdoor sports, is an ex- 
pert golfer. She and the Senator have a daughter and son—Alice Elizabeth Barr 
and Joseph Moran Barr. ‘Their home is at 5744 Kentucky Avenue and they are 
communicants of St. Paul’s Cathedral. 


Senator Barr, a trustee of the Cathedral, is a member of the Newman Club; 
the. Pittsburgh Lodges, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and Loyal 
Order of Moose; the Pittsburgh Athletic Association and the Pittsburgh Field 
Club. He shares his wife’s enthusiasm for golf, but finds politics his most ab- 
sorbing interest. He maintains an office in the Benedum-Trees Building, 223 
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4th Ave. He has attained an important position in the contemporary life of his 
native county and state. 


HAROLD EMERSON McCAMEY 


Once an educator, Harold Emerson McCamey has been an outstanding trial 
lawyer in Western Pennsylvania for more than a quarter century. He 1s a part- 
ner in the law firm of Dickie, McCamey, Chilcote, Reif and Robinson, with 
offices at 1310 Grant Building. A leading figure among his colleagues of the 
Bar, he has done much to further ethics and standards in the profession. He has 
served on many public and quasi-public bodies. 

Mr. McCamey was born in East Orange, New Jersey, on October 28, 1894, 
the son of the Reverend John Albert and Henrietta (Fallis) McCamey. His 
father, a Methodist minister for forty-five years, held pastorates in some of the 
country’s leading churches. The mother, a graduate in music, was a woman of 
great talent and received much public notice. 

The attorney was graduated from Shefheld High School and then went to 
Grove City College, where he received the degree of Bachelor of Arts. He 
completed his education at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where 
he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws. From 1919 to 1923, he taught 
mathematics at the University of Pittsburgh and since 1923 has been practicing 
law here. At first he was a member of the firm of Dickie, Robinson and Mc- 
Camey. The firm, in its growth, assumed its present name of Dickie, McCamey, 
Chilcote, Reif and Robinson. As a trial lawyer, Mr. McCamey has handled 
many celebrated and outstanding cases. 


The McCameys attend the First Methodist Church of Pittsburgh, of which 
he is vice-president and general counsel. Mrs. McCamey’s chief activity is in 
the church also, for she is a member of many of its clubs. She 1s also active in 
Garden Clubs and is state secretary of the Pennsylvania Garden Club Federa- 
tion and a member of the Squaw River Garden Club at Fox Chapel. Mr. Mc- 
Camey has two children—Patricia, born in 1932, who in 1953 was a junior at 
Rollins College, Winter Park, Florida, and Randal, born in 1944, a student at 
Shady Side Academy. The McCamey home is on Fox Chapel Road. 


Politically active, Mr. McCamey is prominent among Republicans. Also, he 
has given much service in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County on the official 
level and is now Solicitor for the Borough of Fox Chapel and the Fox Chapel 
Authority. In 1934, he created the Borough and since then has been influential 
in its governmental and other affairs. He serves on many Federal and State 
legal committees and is a member of various Masonic bodies, including the 
Pennsylvania Consistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, in which he has 
advanced to the 32nd degree; the Pittsburgh Court, Order of Jesters, and 
Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. His recrea- 
tional affiliations are with the Oakmont Country, Pittsburgh Field and Seaview 
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Country Clubs and the Pittsburgh Athletic Association. A golfer, he always 
plays in the low 80s. He also likes horseback riding and bridge. He served with 
the United States Army Air Service in World War I and made a noteworthy 
home-front contribution to the winning of World War II. He is one of Pitts- 
burgh’s most valuable citizens. 


HONORABLE HARMAR D. DENNY, JR. 


Public service is a tradition in the Denny family and it is interesting to note 
that two members have served in the National House of Representatives, 
though more than one hundred years apart. The member whose service has 
been most recent is the Honorable Harmar D. Denny, Jr., who represented 
the 29th Pennsylvania District from 1950 to 1952. By profession an attorney, 
he is also known as an investment counsellor. He is prominent in civic work 
and in his church and 1s a distinguished veteran of both World Wars I and II. 


Mr. Denny, member of some of the nation’s oldest families, was born in 
Allegheny City on July 2, 1886. It was his great-grandfather, Harmar Denny, 
who preceded him in Congress, having served there from 1829 to 1837. Har- 
mar Denny, Jr., attended Allegheny Preparatory and St. Paul’s Schools and 
then entered Yale University, where he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts. 
He holds the degree of Bachelor of Laws from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law. 


Since early in the century he has been practicing law and operating as an 
investment counsellor. His office is in the Oliver Building. Also, he is chairman 
of the advisory committee of the Denny Properties. Active and influential in 
Republican politics, he was elected from the 29th District to Congress on 
November 7, 1950, and served until his defeat for reelection in 1952. In Con- 
gress he represented four wards of Pittsburgh and nine boroughs and five 
townships in Allegheny County. At the present time he is serving as vice- 
chairman of the Civil Aeronautics Board. 


Mr. Denny and Mary Burgwin, daughter of George Collinson and Mary 
(Blair) Burgwin, were married in the Church of the Ascension, Pittsburgh, on 
April 10, 1915. They have three children—Elizabeth, the wife of John B. Sax- 
man and mother of John B. Saxman, Jr., and Margaret B., Christopher, Harmar 
Denny, Anne and Ernest S. Saxman; James O’Hara Denny, who married 
Marian Herr and is the father of James O’Hara Denny, Jr., Herbert T. Herr, 
and Harmar D. Denny, III; and Anne Burgwin Denny, unmarried. Their 
home is at 5219 Pembroke Place, Pittsburgh. The family worships in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, in which Mr. Denny is secretary of the 


board of trustees and a member of the session. 


In World War I, he was a First Lieutenant in the United States Army Air 
Service and a bombing pilot. In World War II he was commissioned a Lieu- 
tenant Colonel in the Army Air Forces and assigned to duty as assistant air 
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inspector, Eastern Flying Training Command. Subsequently, he was sent to 
the Command and General Staff School, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, and the 
Advanced Air Inspector’s School, Orlando, Florida. He was permanently 
commissioned a Lieutenant Colonel, Air Force, when placed on the retirement 
list after the war. 

Mr. Denny is active in the National Executive Board, Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica; the American Legion, Carnegie Hero Fund Commussion, the board of the 
Western Pennsylvania Safety Council, the Society of the Cincinnati and Sons 
of the American Revolution. Residents of Allegheny County, especially of 
Pittsburgh, have long held him in the highest respect. 


THOMAS PHILLIPS JOHNSON 
A member of the Allegheny County Bar since 1937, Thomas Phillips John- 


son is engaged in a general corporate practice which has made him a notable 
figure in the business as well as the professional world. Interested in the com- 
munity at large, he has made an additional reputation in the fields of education, 
health and welfare and culture. 

Mr. Johnson was born in New Castle, Lawrence County, on June 8, 1914. 
His father, also a native of that city, was a corporation executive. His mother, 
another Pennsylvanian by birth, is the daughter of T. W. and Pamphila 
(Hardeman) Phillips. The attorney was educated at St. Albans Preparatory 
School, in Washington, D. C., continued at New Castle High School, at Rollins 
College in Florida and neehed at the famed Harvard Law School. At Rollins, 
where he was President of the Student Body and was otherwise active in stu- 
dent programs, he was awarded a degree of Bachelor of Arts. At Harvard, he 
received the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He was elected to Omicron Delta 
Kappa, Pi Gamma Mu and Pi Kappa Delta, the honorary, social science and 
forensic fraternities, respectively. 

When he entered practice in Pittsburgh in 1937, he became an associate of 
the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay. He left this firm in 1942 to 
accept the post of assistant to the president of the Standard Steel Spring Com- 
pany at Coraopolis. He was still with this concern when, in 1944, he accepted 
a commission as a Lieutenant Senior Grade in the United States Naval Reserve. 
He went on active duty immediately and remained beyond the end of the 
war. When he was released to inactive status in 1946, he held the rank of Lieu- 
tenant Commander and in his possession was the Secretary of Navy Com- 
mendation Ribbon. 

Returning to his duties with the Standard Steel Spring Company, of which 
he had become vice-president in 1943, he remained actively with the concern 
until late in 1946, since which time he has been a partner in the law firm of 
Kirkpatrick, Pomeroy, Lockhart and Johnson, 1130 Oliver Building. He re- 
mains a vice-president of the Standard Steel Spring Company, now Rockwell 
Spring and Axle Company. Since 1946 he has been vice-president, secretary 
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and a director of the Pittsburgh Athletic Company, Inc., and vice-president 
and secretary, as well as director, of the Forbes Field Company, also of Pitts- 
burgh; since 1949, he has been secretary of the 525 William Penn Place 
Corporation, Pittsburgh; since 1950 secretary and a director of the Hall- 
Johnson Construction Company, Washington, D. C., and secretary and a 
director of The Motive Parts Company of Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh. Also, he 
is a director of Boggs and Buhl, Inc., Pittsburgh; Caldwell Furniture Company, 
Lenoir, North Carolina; Lawrence Savings and Trust Company, New Castle; 
Mathews Conveyor Company, Ellwood City, Lawrence County; Pennsyl- 
vania Investment and Real Estate Corporation, Butler; I. W. Phillips Gas and 
Oil Company, Butler; Quaker State Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Pittsburgh; 
Reymer and Brothers, Inc., Pittsburgh, Rockwell Manufacturing Company, 
Pittsburgh, C. R. Rogers Corporation, Pittsburgh, Rockwell Spring and Axle 
Company, Coraopolis; Sun Drug Company, Inc., Pittsburgh; Townsend Com- 
pany, New Brighton, Trion, Inc., McKees Rocks, and Telecasting, Inc. 
(operating Station WENS), Pittsburgh. 

Mr. Johnson and Jane L. Moore, daughter of Asa L. and Louise S. Moore, 
were married in New Castle on June 28, 1934. They have two sons— Thomas 
P. Johnson, Jr., and James M. Johnson, and reside on West Woodland Road. 
Mrs. Johnson is a member of the junior board of Shady Side Hospital and is 
secretary of the board of trustees of the Pittsburgh Association for the Im- 
provement of the Poor. Also, she is a member of the Linden Garden Club. 

Mr. Johnson’s community activities are diversified. Since 1947 he has been 
a director and since 1948 vice-president of The Pittsburgh Playhouse. Since 
1938 he has been a trustee and from 1939 to 1947 he was secretary of The 
Presbyterian Hospital of Pittsburgh. He has been a trustee of his Alma Mater, 
Rollins College, since 1936 and of the Members’ Trust of the University Club 
of Pittsburg since 1950. His professional organizations are the American Bar 
Association, Pennsylvania State Bar Association and the Allegheny County 
Bar Association. His fraternal affiliations are with the Masonic Order, in which 
he holds the thirty-second degree, being a member of most bodies, including Sy- 
ria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and the Pitts- 
burgh Court, Royal Order of Jesters. He also belongs to The Newcomen So- 
ciety of England and the Republican Party. Baseball and golf are his favorite 
sports; he is a co-owner of the Pittsburgh “Pirates” baseball club. Five feet nine 
inches tall, weighing 180 pounds, with brown eyes and hair, dark complexion 
and stocky build, he is noted for his even temper. His practice, popularity and 
influence have grown rapidly since his return from military service. 


SAMUEL WILLSON PRINGLE 


Active as a trial lawyer for three decades, particularly in the defense of 
negligence cases, Samuel Willson Pringle has become an authority on the law 
in this field of practice. His colleagues in the Allegheny County Bar know him 
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also as a skilled general practitioner, who specializes to some extent in railroad, 
corporation, insurance and estate law. He 1s a partner in the law firm of Dalzell, 
Pringle, Bredin and Martin, with offices at 1524 Frick Building, Pittsburgh. He 
has held public office, on the Federal and municipal level, is active in civic and 
business circles and in the fraternal world. 

Mr. Pringle, born in Mount Pleasant, Ohio, on March 18, 1894, is the son 
of the Reverend Samuel Willson and Margaret (Purdy) Pringle. His father 
was born at New Concord, Ohio, on January 8, 1853, the son of George 
Washington Pringle, M.D. The first Samuel Willson Pringle was a Presbyterian 
minister for thirty-five years, holding pastorates at Mount Pleasant, Ohio, 
Pueblo, Colorado; Auburn, Nebraska; Washington, Kansas, and Savannah, 
Missouri. The attorney’s mother was born on her parents’ farm near Cora- 
opolis, Pennsylvania. The parents were William and Elizabeth. (Onstott) 
Purdy. 

Enroute to the legal profession, Mr. Pringle studied at Grove City College, 
where he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1915. He was a member of 
the college debating team, which gave him good practice for his life career. 
To prepare for the profession, he studied at the University of Pittsburgh Law 
School from 1919 to 1921. To earn money for his legal studies he taught at 
Mercersburg Academy from September, 1915, to June, 1917, but before he 
could enter law school the United States became a belligerent in World War I 
and he enlisted for military service. He went into the 146th Infantry, 37th 
Division, but was transferred to Officers’ Training School at Camp Zachary 
Taylor, Louisville, Kentucky. He was commissioned there as a Second Lieu- 
tenant in the Field Artillery, but by the time his honorable discharge came, 
after the Armistice, he had risen to First Lieutenant. 


In September, 1922, Mr. Pringle began the practice of law in Pittsburgh, as 
an associate of the firm of Dalzell, Fisher and Dalzell, the predecessor to his 
present firm. His reputation has increased with the years. He has been one of 
the district solicitors and Pittsburgh trial counsel for The Pennsylvania Rail- 
road Company since 1928. Also, he is a director of Williams and Company, 
Inc., and vice-president and a director of the Pittsburgh Motor Club. From 
October, 1926, to February, 1928, he served as Assistant United States Attor- 
ney for the Western District of Pennsylvania and in 1930 and 1931 served as 
Solicitor for the Borough of Dormont. 

On September 1, 1923, in Pittsburgh, he married Margaret Kaercher 
Thumm, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene K. Thumm. Mrs. Pringle is a 
member of the Twenty-five Club, which sponsors infant research at Magee 
Hospital; Mount Lebanon Women’s Club; Mercersburg Academy Women’s 
Club of Western Pennsylvania and Allegheny County League of Women 
Voters. She and Mr. Pringle have one son, Samuel Willson Pringle, Jr., who 
was born in 1930. Graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Arts from 
Princeton University in June, 1952, he is now studying for his father’s pro- 
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fession at Harvard Law School. The family resides at 21 Spalding Circle, 
Mount Lebanon. 


Mr. Pringle is a former member of the board of trustees of Beverly Heights 
United Presbyterian Church. He is active in the Allegheny County, Pennsyl- 
vania State and American Bar Associations; Dormont Lodge, No. 684, An- 
cient Free and Accepted Masons; Pennsylvania Consistory, Ancient and Ac- 
cepted Scottish Rite; Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the 
Mystic Shrine; Duquesne, University and St. Clair Country Clubs; Pittsburgh 
Chamber of Commerce, Insurance Club of Pittsburgh and the American Le- 
gion. In politics a Republican, he is a golfer and bowler in his recreational life. 
He 1s recognized as one of Pittsburgh’s outstanding citizens. 


WILLIAM SINGER MOORHEAD 


An attorney whose reputation extended into all parts of the East, the late 
William Singer Moorhead was one of Pittsburgh’s leading citizens for four 
decades. He practiced his profession through most of that time as a partner in 
the law firm of Moorhead and Knox, 1732 Oliver Building. Despite a heavy 
court and office schedule he found time to give leadership to a variety of public 
programs, such as the organization of the Pittsburgh Community Fund, which 
ended a multiplicity of fund campaigns, the simplification of tax laws and 
rules and educational practices and codes of standards in the legal profession. 


Mr. Moorhead was born in Greensburg, Westmoreland County, on Au- 
gust 2, 1883, the son of James Sharpe and Elizabeth (Singer) Moorhead. After 
attending elementary school in Greensburg for a time, he transferred to the 
Lawrenceville School in New Jersey, from which he was graduated in 1902. 
Four years later he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at Yale University, 
New Haven, and in 1909 that of Bachelor of Laws at the University of Pitts- 
burgh School of Law. Admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar in 1909, he engaged 
in private practice, as an independent attorney, from that year to 1917. Then 
he participated in the founding of the law firm of Moorhead and Knox, in 
which he was active until his death 35 years later, on February 12, 1952. 

Mr. Moorhead and Constance Barr, of Pittsburgh, the daughter of Albert J. 
and Mary (McDevitt) Barr, were married in this city on February 10, 1915. 
Mrs. Moorhead, who died in 1948 was known in health and welfare, civic and 
social life. She was especially active in the Women’s Industrial Exchange and 
the Skin and Cancer Foundation. Their home was at 5725 Aylesboro Koen 
One son was born to the Moorheads—William Singer Moorhead, Jr., who is 
one of the more prominent young attorneys of Pittsburgh. Now a partner in 
his father’s firm, he has achieved distinction in fields other than the law and 
is the subject of a separate biography elsewhere in this history. 

The senior Mr. Moorhead served as a lecturer at the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law from 1909 to 1918. He was chairman of the United States Tax 
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Simplification Board from 1922 to 1924, of the Organization Committee for 
the Pittsburgh Community Fund in 1927 and of the Alumni Board of Yale 
University from 1935 to 1937. He served for many years on the boards of 
trustees of the Carnegie Library, Carnegie Institute and Carnegie Institute of 
Technology, the Tuberculosis League of Pittsburgh (of which he was presi- 
dent from 1940 to 1950) and of the Frick Art Reference Library in New 
York City. He was also a trustee of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church. 


Among organizations of which he was a member, aside from those already 
mentioned, were the American Bar Association, Pennsylvania State Bar Asso- 
ciation, Allegheny County Bar Association, The American Law Institute, the 
Pittsburgh Golf, Fox Chapel Golf, Duquesne and Rolling Rock Clubs, Yale 
Club of New York and Graduate Club Association of New Haven. His death 
took place in Pittsburgh and he lies buried at Homewood Cemetery. The con- 
tribution he made in many spheres will serve perpetually as a monument to 
his memory. 


WILLIAM SINGER MOORHEAD, JR. 


Public service in the form of activity as an attorney, as a member of the 
armed forces in World War II and in the Reserve since then and as a leader 
in civic programs is the motivating force in the career of William Singer Moor- 
head, Jr. Through his enthusiasm and skill in public service he has made his 
reputation in his native Allegheny County. 

Mr. Moorhead comes of a family prominent in Western Pennsylvania. His 
father, William Singer Moorhead, Sr., was one of the state’s outstanding cit- 
izens. Born in Greensburg, Westmoreland County, on August 2, 1883, he 
died in Pittsburgh on February 12, 1952. He was one of the founders of the 
law firm of Moorhead and Knox, of which his son is now a partner, and he 
participated in virtually every important civic endeavor. A fuller story of his 
lite will be found on other pages of this history. His wife, the former Con- 
stance Barr, was also a native Pennsylvanian, the daughter of Albert J. and 
Mary (McDevitt) Barr. They made their home at 5725 Aylesboro Avenue. 

The son, William Singer Moorhead, Jr., attended Shady Side Academy 
from 1926 to 1938 and then went to Andover, Massachusetts, to enter the 
famed Phillips Academy. There he remained until, in 1941, he entered Yale 
University at New Haven. In 1944, Yale awarded him the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts, but he had meantime been commissioned an Ensign in the United 
States Naval Reserve in February, 1944. Called to active duty, he served as 
navigator aboard the U.S.S. Taussig (DD 746), the destroyer which figured 
in many spectacular adventures in the Pacific Ocean with the various carrier 
task forces. When he was released from active duty in June, 1946, he was hold- 
ing the rank of Lieutenant Junior Grade. This remains his rank in the United 
States Naval Reserve. 
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Once back in civilian life, Mr. Moorhead did two things. One was his mar- 
riage, the bride being Lucy Kellogg English Galpin, the daughter of Perrin C. 
and Stephanie K. Galpin. The wedding took place at Pelham Manor, New 
York, on December 23, 1946. Also interested in public service, Mrs. Moorhead 
is active as president and member of the social service committee at Shadyside 
Hospital. She and Mr. Moorhead have two sons and a daughter—William 
Singer Moorhead, HI, Lucy Perrin Galpin Moorhead, and Stephen Galpin 
Moorhead. Their home is at 5701 Lynne Haven Road and they worship in 
Shadyside Presbyterian Church. 

Another of Mr. Moorhead’s moves in 1946 was his return to college. He 
matriculated at Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Massachusetts, and there 
prepared for the bar. In 1949, he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 
Soon afterward he joined his father’s law firm, Moorhead and Knox, then as 
now located at 1732 Oliver Building. From 1949 to 1952 he was an associate. 
Since 1952, the year of his father’s death, he has been a partner. His practice 
is general and he has moved to an outstanding place among fellow members of 
the Allegheny County Bar. 


Mr. Moorhead serves on the boards of trustees of the Tuberculosis League 
of Pittsburgh and the Frick Art Reference Library of New York City; as 
vice-president of the Pittsburgh Park and Playground Society and on the 
board of directors of the Western Pennsylvania Conservancy. His clubs are 
the Harvard-Yale-Princeton of Pittsburgh, Fox Chapel Golf, Rolling Rock 
and Pittsburgh Golf. He is well liked and influential in his native city. 


JOHN B. NICKLAS, JR. 


A trial lawyer whose practice is general though he is an authority on real 
estate law, John B. Nicklas, Jr., is a leader in fraternal and civic life. One of the 
University of Pittsburgh’s best known alumni, he has for years made a con- 
tribution in the field of education, from the elementary school level up to the 
collegiate, and a veteran of World War I he is known throughout the state 
as a leader in the American Legion. He is a partner in the law firm of McGrady 
and Nicklas, with offices in the McGrady-Nicklas Building, 304 Ross Street, 
Pittsburgh. Part of his record is a reputation as an orator. 

Born in Baltimore on July 27, 1899, Mr. Nicklas is the son of John B. and 
Sarah Louise (Waldkoenig) Nicklas, the former also a native of the Maryland 
metropolis. The attorney received all his higher education in his adopted city, 
coming here after his World War I service. He was at Officers ‘Training 
Camp, Plattsburg, New York, when the Armistice ended the conflict. In 192 0, 
he took the degree of Bachelor of Science in Economics at the University of 
Pittsburgh and in 1922 the degree of Bachelor of Laws at Pitt’s School of Law. 
In his college days he was a member of the Debating Team, serving as captain 
in his senior year; business manager of The Pitt Review and active in Lambda 
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Chi Alpha, social fraternity; Omicron Delta Kappa, honorary activities fra- 
ternity; Beta Gamma Sigma, honorary scholastic fraternity; Sigma Delta Chi, 
journalistic fraternity; Alpha Kappa Psi, professional commerce fraternity 
and Delta Theta Phi, legal fraternity. 

He began the general practice of law in 1922. He has been admitted to prac- 
tice before the Supreme Court of the United States, all other Federal courts, 
the Pennsylvania Supreme and Superior Courts and the United States Treas- 
ury. He is attorney for the Allegheny County School Board, North Allegheny 
Joint School District, McCandless Township School District and the Franklin 
Township School District, as well as the Pittsburgh Real Estate Board. He 1s 
chairman of the legislative committee of the Allegheny County Bar Associa- 
tion and is also active in the American and Pennsylvania Bar Association. 


On March 14, 1925, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Nicklas married Dorothy E. Stewart. 
A native of Allegheny County and daughter of O. A. and Sarah B. Stewart, 
Mrs. Nicklas was graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with the Bach- 
elor of Arts degree in 1923. The Nicklas family resides at 910 Osage Road, 
Virginia Manor, Mount Lebanon, and in that entire area Mrs. Nicklas is one 
of the outstanding women leaders. She is past president of her chapter of the 
American Association of University Women, the South Hills College Club, 
Mount Lebanon Woman’s Club, American Legion Auxiliary (Post 15 6) and 
Delta Delta Delta Alliance, vice-president of the Pittsburgh Home for Babies 
and member of other organizations. Mr. and Mrs. Nicklas have two daughters 
—Nancy Lee, wife of Richard W. Mohler and mother of James Lloyd Mohler, 
and Virginia Stewart Nicklas. 


The family worships in the Mount Lebanon Presbyterian Church in which 
Mr. Nicklas has served as president of the Men’s Bible Class and superintendent 
of the Sunday School. A former president of the Alumni Association of the 
University of Pittsburgh, he is also a former member of the University’s board 
of trustees. He has held various offices in the American Legion, from that of 
commander of Post 156 to county and district commander and departmental 
judge-advocate for the Department of Pennsylvania. Also, he is past grand 
justice of Alpha Kappa Psi, the national professional fraternity in commerce, 
and the recipient of the third honor badge of gold awarded in its history for 
meritorious service. In Masonry, he is past grand monarch of the Mystic Or- 
der Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted Realm, and a member of the Valley of 
Pittsburgh Consistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite; Tancred Com- 
mandery, Knights Templar, and Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles 
of the Mystic Shrine. He is now serving his third term as president of the Saint 
Clair Country Club, and is also president of the Mount Lebanon Lecture So- 
ciety and 1954 served as president of Amen Corner, both of which are civic 
organizations. In addition, he is a member of the Duquesne and University 
Clubs of Pittsburgh. For recreation he likes golf, fishing, football, baseball, 
swimming, hunting and trap shooting. Six feet in height, weighing 204 pounds, 
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with brown hair and eyes, he has a dynamic personality which makes him a 
dominant figure in a courtroom, on the public platform, or behind the gavel. 


WILLIAM ALBERT MEYER 


In the Bar of Allegheny County, in the field of education, in business and 
in Civic affairs few Pittsburghers are better known than William Albert Meyer. 
Stull a young man, he has made a reputation for zeal in community develop- 
ment which has brought him much public approval. As an attorney, he is a 
partner in the firm of Kountz, Fry and Meyer. 


Born in Pittsburgh on April 8, 1910, Mr. Meyer is the son of William and 
Julia (Schmidt) Meyer, natives of New York and Pittsburgh respectively. 
The father, who has lived in Pittsburgh most of his adult life, is president of 
the United Mercantile Company and active in numerous civic organizations. 
He 1s especially well known as the organizer of the Shrine Chorus and the 
Chamber of Commerce Chorus. Julia Schmidt Meyer is the daughter of Julius 
and Christine Schmidt. 


William Albert Meyer received his early education at Shady Side Academy, 
took his undergraduate work at Colgate University, where he was awarded 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and prepared for the bar at the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Law, where he received the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 
In his college days he was active in basketball, track and golf. His fraternities 
are Phi Gamma Delta and Phi Delta Phi, social and legal, respectively. Ad- 
mitted to the Bar after taking his law degree, he has been in practice since then. 
His law firm is one of the best known in the city and county. Besides prac- 
ticing in his profession, Mr. Meyer serves on the boards of many Pittsburgh cor- 
porations. 

He married C. Louise Baton, daughter of George S. and Mary B. Baton, in 
Pittsburgh on April 23, 1937. Sharing her husband’s civic interests, Mrs. Meyer 
is active in the Pittsburgh Community Fund, the Pittsburgh Chapter of the 
American National Red Cross and the Pittsburgh Garden Club. The Meyers 
have two sons and a daughter—William Albert Meyer, Jr., born on November 
5, 1938; Mary Louise Meyer, born on June 23, 1941, and Richard Baton 
Meyer, born on December 25, 1945. Their home 1s at 314 South Dallas Ave- 
nue, Pittsburgh. 

In the family church, Shadyside Presbyterian, Mr. Meyer serves on the 
board of deacons. He votes the Republican ticket and on the community and 
professional levels is a former member of the executive committee of the Alle- 
gheny County Bar Association and a former director of the Colgate Univer- 
sity Alumni Corporation and at present serves on the board of his Alma Mater, 
Shady Side Academy. Active in Masonry, he is a member of many bodies, in- 
cluding Allegheny Consistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and Syria 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. His clubs are 
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University, Duquesne, Longue Vue Country, Ross Mountain and Rolling 
Rock. Fishing and golf are his favorite sports, photography 1s his hobby. Pitts- 
burgh and Allegheny County are looking to men of his caliber and leadership 
to help build the future. 


ALLEN S. GORDON 


An outstanding figure among his contemporaries since his earliest school 
days, Allen S. Gordon is today one of Pittsburgh’s leading attorneys, with a 
corresponding place in non-professional endeavors such as welfare, community 
and religious work. He has an especially honored position among Pittsburgh’s 
Jewish-Americans. 

Mr. Gordon was born in Pittsburgh on June 11, 1911, the son of Jacob and 
Elizabeth (Swiss) Gordon. His father, a native of Lithuania, was a blacksmith 
and wagon manufacturer. The mother, born in Poland, was the daughter of 
Hyman and Ida Mary Swiss. Mr. Gordon attended Rose Grammar School and 
Fifth Avenue High School. At the high school, from which he was graduated 
in 1927, with high honor, he was president of the National Honor Society, 
vice-president of his class, president of the Math Club and the Journalist Club, 
a member of the debating team and the commencement speaker. At the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh he took both his pre-professional and professional courses, 
graduating from the former with high honor in 1931, when he was awarded 
the degree of Bachelor of Arts, and from the Law School in 1934, when he 
was granted the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He was elected to Pi Tau Phi 
and Pi Sigma Alpha Fraternities. 

He had yet to take his law degree when, on August 31, 1933, in Pittsburgh, 
he married Edith Gross, daughter of Harry and Esther Mary Gross. Like her 
husband, Mrs. Gordon is an active participant in civic and welfare programs. 
She is vice-president of the Western Pennsylvania Branch of the National 
Women’s League, chairman of the B’nai B’rith Youth Organization for Liberty 
Chapter of B’nai B’rith and program chairman for activities and member of 
the board of directors of the Irene Kaufmann Center of East End. She and her 
husband have a daughter, Elayne Marilyn, the wife of Hubert W. Wulkan, 
and a son, L. Stephen Gordon. They make their home at 5528 Hampton 
Street. 

Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County in 1935, Mr. Gordon has been 
in the general practice of law since then. From 1943 to 1946 he was the chief 
enforcement attorney for the Industrial Materials and Manufactured Goods 
Commodity Section of the Pittsburgh District Office of the Office of Price 
Administration. He held the same post from June, 1951, to April, 1952, with 
the Pittsburgh District Office of the Office of Price Stabilization. Since April, 
1952, Mr. Gordon has devoted himself entirely to his private practice. His 
office is in Suite 321 Jones Law Annex. 
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Mr. Gordon, whose personal recreational interests include bowling, golf, 
softball, fishing and dancing, has a wider interest in recreation and promotes 
and takes a leading part in all community activities which contribute to the 
physical, cultural and spiritual development of youth. This concern has led 
to his service on the board of trustees of the Irene Kaufmann Settlement of 
Pittsburgh and to his service, as first president, in the years 1952 and 1953 of 
the Irene Kaufmann Center of East End, of the board of directors of which he 
is still a member. It also has led to his membership on the Recreation Com- 
mittee of the Federation of Jewish Philanthropies, in which he is otherwise 
active. He is past noble grand of Montefiore Lodge, No. 794, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and is a member of the board of directors of B’nai 
Israel Synagogue of Pittsburgh. In politics he is a Democrat. Physically, Mr. 
Gordon is five feet seven and one-half inches tall, weighs 156 pounds and 
has brown hair and brown eyes. He has occupied an important position in 
the life of Pittsburgh for many years. 


HONORABLE BERNARD B. McGINNIS 


Though he has passed the traditional three score and ten, the Honorable 
Bernard B. McGinnis continues the tradition of public service which he him- 
self established many years ago. He has been a State Senator, with the excep- 
tion of one term, since 1934. Before that he was a Federal official in Western 
Pennsylvania, a County official in Allegheny County and throughout the 
years one of the state’s outstanding Democrats. In addition to all his public 
activities, he maintains a large law practice, with offices at 1108 Park Build- 
ing, anda large farm. 

Senator McGinnis, who represents Allegheny County in the upper legislative 
body, was born at Genesee, Potter County. His birth took place on December 1, 
1878, and he is one of the nine children of Bryan and Ellen (Moran) Mc- 
Ginnis. His father, also born in that county, was a farmer and for twelve 
years served as a member of the Potter County Board of County Commis- 
sioners. He was a Union soldier in the Civil War for three years. The mother 
was a native of New York State. 


Senator McGinnis was educated in the public schools, at Mansfield Normal 
School and at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York. At Cornell he took the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts. Like many other men who became prominent 
figures in the Bar, he read law to prepare for the state examinations. He was 
admitted to the Bar of Allegheny County on November 2, 1914, and for four 
decades has been in active practice. He practices not only in the courts of 
Allegheny County but also before the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

For two years he was an Assistant United States Attorney in the Western 
District of Pennsylvania (Pittsburgh) and for one year served as Special As- 
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sistant to Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer. He has also served as Ap- 
praiser of Customs in the Port of Pittsburgh and been Assistant County 
Solicitor of Allegheny County. 

As a Democratic leader, Senator McGinnis was in charge of the Pittsburgh 
headquarters during the campaign and election of President Woodrow Wil- 
son. He served as a delegate to the Democratic National Conventions of 1932 
and 1940, was chairman of the Allegheny County Democratic Committee 
from 1940 to 1951 and served as Democratic minority floor leader in the State 
Senate in 1943. Elected to the State Senate in 1934, he was reelected in 1938, 
1942 and 1950. 

He married Hildegarde M. Krieger. Their home is at 12 East North Ave- 
nue, Pittsburgh, but they also go into residence, from time to time, in a house 
built in 1646 but still in excellent condition. This house is on the McGinnis 
289-acre farm on the Maryland coast. The Senator has become a well known 
figure in The Old Line State. But he is, of course, better known in his native 
Keystone State, where he has been a distinguished figure for a half century. 


JAMES DWIGHT WILLS 


At one time an athletic coach and teacher and today a member of the 
Allegheny County Bar, James Dwight Wills is rapidly developing a reputa- 
tion as lawyer and business man. He 1s a member of the law firm of Wills, 
Entwistle and Hill, with offices in the Grant Building, Pittsburgh. He spent 
nearly four years in the military service in World War I. 

The son of James H. and Mary H. (Edwards) Wills, the attorney was 
born in Pittsburgh on March 9, 1913. His father, now retired, is a native of 
Cornwall, England. Mr. Wills took the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Bach- 
elor of Laws at the University of Pittsburgh. He also attended Maryville 
College. At both college and university he was outstanding on the campus. 
At Pitt he was president of his chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, social fra- 
ternity, and secretary of his chapter of Phi Delta Pi, legal fraternity. At 
Maryville, he was a member of the varsity baseball team. 

His interest in athletics brought him appointment as basketball coach and 
teacher at the South Carolina School for the Deaf. Later, after his admission 
to the Bar, he was appointed assistant to the general attorney of the National 
Supply Company, Pittsburgh. When he began his private practice it was as 
a member of the law firm of Paul, Lawrence and Wills. As partner in the 
present firm, Wills, Entwistle and Hill, he lists among his clients individuals 
and firms prominent in contemporary Pittsburgh life. He is himself secretary 
and a director of anumber of these firms. 

Mr. Wills married Marilynn S. McConnor, daughter of W. F. and Shirley 
S. McConnor, at Boothbay Harbor, Maine, on October 30, 1943. They have 
two sons—Thomas Allen Wills, born in 1947, and Robert Dwight Wills, born 
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in 1950. Their home is at Glenover Place, Pittsburgh. The family worships 
in the Fox Chapel Community Church, one of the various organizations of 


which Mrs. Wills is especially active. 


Mr. Wills served with the United States Navy from 1942 to 1946, rising 
to the rank of Lieutenant (Senior Grade), in command of a minesweeper 
that participated in the Normandy invasion. He 1s a Republican and for rec- 
reation likes bridge and golf. He is a member of the Allegheny County Bar 
Association and the University Club of Pittsburgh. He is a member of the 
younger group of professional and business men who are stimulating the 
further growth of a great city and county. 


HONORABLE FRANK KOPRIVER, JR. 


Asked to name their leading citizen the people of Duquesne would prob- 
ably not hesitate a moment before answering, “Frank Kopriver, Jr.” For the 
Honorable Mr. Kopriver throughout his life in the greenhouse, floral design 
and related businesses, is credited with having done more for the development 
of that city than anyone else. And, furthermore, he is probably the only man 
who has ever been both a State Senator and Mayor of Duquesne—at one and 
the same time. [hat time is now. 


Senator (or Mayor) Kopriver was born in Duquesne on February 7, 1906, 
the son of Frank and Anna (Moritz) Kopriver. His father has long operated 
a florist and greenhouse business in the community and most of the Senator- 
Mayor’s education came from his father and in that business. Father and son 
have worked together through the years. 

The younger Mr. Kopriver has been active in Republican and civic affairs 
since reaching his majority. His community leadership was rewarded and 
heightened in1935, with his election to the Duquesne City Council. He was 
reelected three times. In 1945 he was elected Mayor of Duquesne and in 
1952 to the State Senate from Allegheny County, and by popular acclaim 
asked to continue as Mayor. 

As Mayor he has given the municipality one of the most able and pro- 
gressive administrations in its history and it has grown in every respect, in- 
cluding pride, under his leadership. His record in the State Senate is similar. 
To improve his skills as a public official, he is a member of the Allegheny 
Conference for Community Development. In 1948, he was a delegate from 
Pennsylvania to the Republican National Convention. 

In 1942, Senator Kopriver married Genevieve McDermitt, daughter of 
Glitzen and Emma (Fulmer) McDermitt. Another rooter for the party of 
President Eisenhower, Mrs. Kopriver is active in the Republican Women’s 
Council as well as in Lutheran Church and social affairs, as is her husband. 
Senator Kopriver is the father of two daughters and a son—Claudette Kopri- 
ver, born in 1934; Carolyn Kopriver, born in 1937, and Frank Kopriver, III, 
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born in 1948. The first two are children by a former marriage. His home is at 
1416 Highland Avenue, Duquesne. 

Active in numerous organizations dedicated to every civic, fraternal, social 
and other interest, Senator Kopriver is a past president of the Lions Club of 
Duquesne. He is also a member of the Duquesne Lodges of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks and the Loyal Order of Moose and the Du- 
quesne Aerie of the Fraternal Order of Eagles. In addition, he is a member of 
several Masonic bodies. Travel ranks as his chief recreation, though the most 
he is able to do is journey from Duquesne to Harrisburg and back again. 
Well known throughout the state, he is making a special contribution to 


Allegheny County. 


HONORABLE ELMER J. HOLLAND 


Trained for government service and with a background of military expe- 
rience in World Wars I and II behind him, the Honorable Elmer J. Holland 
is now representing his native Allegheny County in the Pennsylvania State 
Senate. In his background also is considerable business experience and also 
service in the State and National Houses of Representatives. He is an out- 
standing figure among veterans. 

Senator Holland, born in Pittsburgh, the son of Thomas and Margaret 
(Keelan) Holland, had a most extensive education. This began in the public 
schools of Pittsburgh and continued at Duquesne University, the University 
of Montpelier, France; the Civil Affairs School of the United States Army, 
the University of Pittsburgh and the American School Center, Shrivenham, 
England. 

In World War I, Senator Holland served in the American Expeditionary 
Force, which added further to his education, for he was sent to and was 
graduated from the Saumur Artillery School, France, emerging as a First 
Lieutenant in the Field Artillery. In World War II, he attained the rank of 
Major in Allied Military Government in the European Theater of Opera- 
tions. Enriching his background and thus enhancing his qualifications for 
legislative service were six years, 1914-20, as district sales manager of the 
McBeth Glass Company, St. Louis, Missouri, and fourteen years, 1920-34, as 
sales and advertising manager of the Consolidated Lamp and Glass Company, 
Coraopolis, Pennsylvania. 

A Democrat he has long been active in politics and public affairs, in work 
on behalf of veterans and in business men’s and union circles. Currently he is 
the head of the Political Action Committee of the CIO. All his experience 
and civic interest culminated in his election to the House of Representatives 
at Harrisburg, where he served four terms. In 1942, he served an unexpired 
term in the Congress of the United States and that same year was first elected 
to the State Senate. He was reelected in 1946 and again in 1950. In the upper 
house he represents the 38th District. He has served on major committees 
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and sponsored and supported a variety of legislation which has aroused the 
utmost loyalty for him in his constituents. 


Senator Holland married, on June 23, 1941, in New York City, Emily J. 
Wilson, daughter of William R. and Fritzius Wilson. To this marriage was 
born two daughters, Christine Holland, in 1947, and Janie Holland, born in 
1944 while Senator Holland was serving in the E.T.O. 


Senator Holland has served as commander of Pittsburgh Post, No. 435, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. He is also influential in the American Legion and 
the AMVETS. He serves on the executive committee of the South Side 
Chamber of Commerce. He is a member of Local 1272, United Steel Work- 
ers of America, CIO, and played an important part in its organizing drive. 
Senator Holland’s interest in the labor movement stems from his boyhood 
days as he listened to the tales of the atrocities committed during the Home- 
stead strike, by his father, who was one of the followers of Samuel Gompers, 
and an active member of the Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel and 
Tinplate Workers of America, AFL, the forerunner of the United Steel 
Workers of America. His Pittsburgh office is at 1103 Commonwealth Build- 
ing. Those who have watched his career predict even greater successes in the 
political arena than he has achieved thus far. 


PAUL GRAFF PERRY 


A man who by training and experience is both engineer and attorney and 
hence especially equipped and qualified to serve so industrialized a region as 
Western Pennsylvania, Paul Graff Perry has made the most of his opportuni- 
ties and risen, in a comparatively short time, to a position of influence among 
his fellow citizens. He is a member of the Allegheny County Bar and a part- 
ner in the law firm of Burgwin, Ruffin, Perry and Pohl, 1515 Park Building, 
Pittsburgh. 


A native of Hannastown, Westmoreland County, the son of Paul R. and 
Katherine (Graff) Perry, Mr. Perry studied engineering at Pennsylvania 
State College, where he took the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1937, and 
law at Duquesne University Law School, where he took the degree of Bach- 
elor of Laws in 1941. He was elected to Beta Theta Pi and Tau Beta Pi, 
social and honorary fraternities, respectively. For a time he was on the staff 
of the legal department and also served as assistant secretary of the West Penn 
Power Company. Since entering private practice he has been a partner in 
Burgwin, Ruffin, Perry and Pohl, one of Pittsburgh’s leading law firms. 

Mr. Perry married Virginia Patterson, daughter of Frank O. and Blanche 
(Baker) Patterson, in 1943. Mrs. Perry is a member of the Wellesley Club of 
Pittsburgh and the College Club of Mount Lebanon. The Perrys have two 
sons—Richard T. Perry, who was born in 1946, and John F. Perry, who was 
born in 1950. They live on White Oak Circle, Mount Lebanon, and worship 
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in the Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Perry is one 
of the trustees. Mr. Perry, a Republican, is a student and lover of history. 
Golf is his favorite sport. He is a member of the University Club of Pitts- 
burgh and the St. Clair Country Club. He serves on the latter organization’s 
golf committee. In 1950 he served as chairman of the Special Gifts Committee 
of the St. Clair Memorial Hospital. In World War II he served in the United 
States Naval Air Corps and is at present a Lieutenant (Senior Grade) in the 
United States Naval Reserve. A professional man of growing reputation, he 
has dedicated himself to public service of a conservative character. 


WILLIAM GEORGE BECHMAN 


As both lawyer and industrial executive William George Bechman has an 
international reputation. This is especially true in the oil industry. Besides 
the professional and business world, his reputation has been made through 
leadership in health and religious work and in the general field of culture. 
He is a partner in the law firm of Bechman, Dunn & McGregor, 908 Peoples 
Bank Building, specializing in legal corporate matters, reorganizations and 
estates. 


Mr. Bechman was born in Pittsburgh on October 17, 1884, the son of 
Henry A. and Charlotte Louise (Bergman) Bechman. In 1908, he was award- 
ed the degree of Bachelor of Arts at Washington and Jefferson College and 
in 1911 the degree of Bachelor of Laws at the University of Pittsburgh School 
of Law. He was admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County in 1911, and since 
then has been in active practice here in the various courts. 

Over the years he has been a director, counsel and financially interested in 
various companies, including, among others: Young Paper and Roofing Man- 
ufacturing Company, Pittsburgh; Solidifier Corporation, Philadelphia; Per- 
fection Steel Company, Cleveland, Ohio; Peterson Glass Company, W. Va.; 
Galvanizing Products Corporation, Pittsburgh; National Motor Parts Com- 
pany, Pittsburgh; Eatmore Chocolate Company, Pittsburgh; Elliot Nursery 
Company, Pittsburgh; Canonsburg Iron and Steel Company; Pennsylvania 
Electric Coil Corporation, Pittsburgh; Thatcher Glass Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Inc., Elmira, New York; and McKee Glass Company, Jeannette, Pa. 

His interests have extended, also, into several coal, real estate, amusement 
and insurance companies. 


Over the past fifteen years Mr. Bechman has been particularly active finan- 
cially and is an officer and director in the Valvoline Oil Company of Canada, 
Galena Oil Company of South Africa, Valvoline Oil Company of South 
Africa and Freedom-Valvoline Oil Company, of which companies he was 
chairman of the Board and executive vice-president. These companies he and 
his associates consolidated with the Ashland Oil and Refining Company, of 
Ashland, Kentucky, in 1950, in which company he is also a director and ac- 
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tive. He is also a director of the Commonwealth Trust Company of Pitts- 
burgh. 

He married Beatrice Moore in Pittsburgh on April 3, 1920. An only child, 
Kathryn, was born to the marriage; she became the wife of Robert J. Dodds, 
II, she died in San Antonio, Texas in 1943, following the birth of her son, 
Robert J. Dodds, HI, whom the Bechmans raised until he reached the age of 
six years. 

The Bechmans reside at 1280 Beechwood Boulevard and worship in the 
Point Breeze Presbyterian Church. They are also active and interested in 
civic affairs. 


Mr. Bechman has been president of the church’s Board of Trustees over 
thirty years. He is also a director and officer of the Hillsview Clinic, Inc., at 
Washington, Pennsylvania, and a member of the Medical Service Associa- 
tion of Pennsylvania, the Academy of Political Science, and the American 
Judicature Society. His other organizations are the American, Pennsylvania 
State and Allegheny County Bar Associations, Phi Delta Theta College Fra- 
ternity, Phi Delta Phi Legal Fraternity and various Masonic bodies, including 
Sojourners Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; Pennsylvania Con- 
sistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and Syria Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He also belongs to the Duquesne 
and Pittsburgh Field Clubs and the Pittsburgh Athletic Association. He has 
won a position of prestige and influence in the many fields in which his in- 
terests lie. 


FREDERICK STUART BLOOM 


With more than three decades of service behind him, Frederick Stuart Bloom 
stands at the head of a difficult profession—consulting engineer—and behind 
him are numerous monuments to his skill, ingenuity and imagination. Once an 
engineering executive for various big companies, he is the founder and presi- 
dent of the long-successful Bloom Engineering Company, Inc., 857 West 
North Avenue, Pittsburgh. He is especially well known in the steel and chem- 
ical industries. 

Born in Mansfield, Ohio, on August 30, 1898, Mr. Bloom is the son of Wil- 
liam Harvey and Alice (Daugherty) Bloom, the former a native of Quincy, 
Illinois, the latter of the same city as her son. Brought to Pennsylvania at an 
early age, the engineer attended grade and high schools at Parnassus and in 
1921 was graduated from the Carnegie Institute of Technology with the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering. He was a football 
player of note in his college days and his scholarship was of such character as 
to win him election to all honor societies; in addition, he was president of the 
junior class. His fraternities were Theta Xi and Tau Beta Pi. He was a member 
of the Student Activities Board, Student Council and Varsity Class. Among 
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other college graduates in the family who are also Theta Xis are his brother, 
James H. Bloom, and nephew, William Bloom. 

From 1922 to 1925 Mr. Bloom was superintendent of gas producers at the 
South Side Works of the Jones and Laughlin Steel Corporation. His next post 
was that of chief engineer for the Pennsylvania Salt Manufacturing Company's 
Natrona Works, which he held from 1925 to 1926. Then he served, from 
1926 to 1927, as superintendent of Plant No. 19, Bellefonte Works, American 
Lime and Stone Company. From 1927 to 1931 he was superintendent of the 
gas sales department, Pittsburgh Division, Columbia Gas and Electric Com- 
pany. Fora time, also, he served as sales engineer for the Costello Engineering 
Company. 

In 1931, he founded the Bloom Engineering Company, Inc., and has since 
been its president. He holds fifteen patents for inventions and processes which 
he introduced to the industrial world. His writings have also held him in a posi- 
tion of leadership in the engineering profession and industrial world. Among 
papers he has written are “Gas Producers Practice,” published in Fuels and 
Furnaces; “Steel Mill Reheating Furnace Design,” published in Iron and Steel 
Engineers, and “Furnace Temperature Measurement,” published in Iron and 
Steel Engineers. He is an authority on combustion and combustion research 
is his hobby. 

On June 30, 1927, at Mount Joy, Mr. Bloom married Christine Moyer, a 
graduate of Hood College and daughter of Gabriel and Catherine (Hemperly) 
Moyer. Mrs. Bloom is active today in the College Club of Pittsburgh and the 
South Hill College Club. She and Mr. Bloom have two daughters—Eleanor A. 
Bloom, who married John M. Simpson, Jr., born in 1931, and Nancy M. 
Bloom, born in 1939. The family worships in the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Bloom is a member of the Pittsburgh Chapter, American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers, The Engineers’ Society of Western Pennsylvania, of 
which he is a member of the Board of Directors; Iron and Steel Engineers; 
Professional Engineers’ Society, was President in 1953-54 of the Alumni Asso- 
ciation of Carnegie Institute of Technology (he holds an Alumni Merit 
Award) and is a member of the Executive Committee of the Carnegie Institute 
of Technology Board of ‘Trustees. Socially and recreationally, he is active in 
the Duquesne, University and St. Clair Country Clubs and the Pittsburgh 
Athletic Association. He has made his home in Mt. Lebanon for more than a 
quarter century, and the community has long honored him for his contribu- 
tion. 


H. J. HEINZ, Uf 


The Heinz name is internationally known and H. J. Heinz, Il, is the third 
generation of his family to contribute to its fame. He is now president of the 
H. J. Heinz Company, which was founded in 1869. The first H. J. Heinz was 
president until 1919. His son, Howard Heinz, was president from 1919 until 
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his death in 1941, when H. J. Heinz, II, son of Howard Heinz, became presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Heinz is a graduate of Yale who went to England for the study of eco- 
nomics at Cambridge University. In 1932, upon finishing his education, he took 
his first full-time job as a salesman for the H. J. Heinz Company in London, 
following which he worked in various sales capacities in England and the 
United States. In 1937, he became Assistant to the President, the position he 
held until elected president in 1941. The company, which has grown steadily 
through its many years of existence, has experienced considerable further 
growth under Mr. Heinz’s administration. Among his business interests out- 
side the Heinz Company and its celebrated fifty-seven varieties is the Mellon 
National Bank and Trust Company, of which he is a director. 

He is also active in various civic, economic and social welfare programs, in 
Pittsburgh and on the national level. He is a director of the Pittsburgh Re- 
gional Planning Association, member of the executive committee of the Alle- 
gheny Conference on Community Development, a trustee of The Carnegie 
Institute and the Carnegie Institute of Technology, a trustee of Shadyside 
Hospital and treasurer and director of the Pittsburgh Symphony Society. 

He has been especially active in Community Chest work, having served as 
president of the Health and Welfare Foundation of Pittsburgh for seven years 
and as president of the United Defense Fund of Allegheny County for four 
years. He has been a director of the Chest for many years. He 1s also president 
and a director of the Sarah Heinz House and a member of the distribution 
committeee of The Pittsburgh Foundation. He serves on the board of trustees 
and executive committee of the United States Council, International Chamber 
of Commerce, and from January, 1948, to January, 1951, was chairman of that 
organization. He is a trustee of The Tax Foundation, the Committee for Eco- 
nomic Development, The Nutrition Foundation and the National Industrial 
Conference Board. In the tradition of his famous family he has devoted him- 
self to service. 


JOHN GIBSON, Ill 


In 1965, the McKinney Manufacturing Company, the Pittsburgh manufac- 
turing firm whose products have nationwide distribution, will celebrate its 
100th anniversary. It will undoubtedly also celebrate the service given to it, 
and the contribution made to its success, by two generations of the Gibson 
family—John Gibson, Jr., now chairman of its board, and John Gibson, III, 
his son, now president. The younger Mr. Gibson has a reputation as an indus- 
trialist which covers three other concerns and makes him a figure of impor- 
tance in the building trades, fuel production, machine manufacturing and re- 
tail merchandising. 

John Gibson, II, was born in Boswell, Somerset County, on September 3, 
1915. His father, formerly president of McKinney, is a native of Calvert 
County, Maryland. With his wife, the former Primrose Dixon, who was 
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born in Liverpool, England, and came to Pennsylvania in childhood, he makes 
his home in Pittsburgh. John Gibson, III, the second of three children, began 
his education at St. Paul’s School, Concord, New Hampshire, and completed 
it at the famed Sheffield Scientific School of Yale University, at New Haven, 
where he took the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1938. At Sheffield, he was 
a member of St. Anthony’s, Delta Psi Fraternity and The Torch. 

Mr. Gibson’s career began in the service of the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Com- 
pany. He was there from the time he took his degree until in January, 1942, 
barely a month after Pearl Harbor, he accepted a commission as Ensign in the 
United States Naval Reserve Force. He saw service in several theaters of war 
and was separated with the rank of Lieutenant Commander. In 1946, on his 
return to civilian life, he joined the McKinney Manufacturing Company's 
sales and service staff. He rose in responsibility until his election to the presi- 
dency in 1950. 

The company, whose plant and offices occupy an entire city block—the ad- 
dress 1s 1715 Liverpool Street—was founded in 1865 in Cincinnat, Ohio. The 
founders were William S. and James P. McKinney. Operations were con- 
ducted in Cincinnati for five years. In 1870, the headquarters were moved to 
Hamilton, Ohio, and to Pitttsburgh in 1878. Plant and offices have been on the 
present site since then. 

The firm, manufacturing builders’ and shelf hardware, automotive and spe- 
cial stampings, employs over 750 persons. Its sales offices are in New York 
City, Los Angeles, Boston, Portland, Oregon; San Francisco; Chicago and 
Dallas. Besides Mr. Gibson as president, the officers are: H. N. Campbell, Jr., 
vice-president in charge of sales; J. M. Downie, vice-president in charge of 
operations, and T. W. Brown, secretary-treasurer. The company 1s a member 
of the American Hardware Manufacturers Association. 

Mr. Gibson married Edith C. Smith of New York City on January 6, 1940. 
They have two sons—John Gibson, IV, and David B. Gibson. They worship in 
the Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Gibson serves as a director of the Penn Machine Company, Penn Smoke- 
less Coal Company and Sun Drug Company, all of Pittsburgh. He is a mem- 
ber of the board of the Sewickley Young Men’s Christian Association and also 
belongs to the Duquesne Club, Allegheny Country Club, Edgeworth Club and 
Rolling Rock Club. Golf and sailing are his favorite sports. a ETE has a leading 
place among those who are continuing the expansion of Pittsburgh as an in- 
dustrial center of the world. 


G. DIXON SHRUM 


Nationally prominent in Boys Club—and hence delinquency prevention— 
work, G. Dixon Shrum is also one of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County’s lead- 
ing attorneys, well known and active in the religious, fraternal and civic life of 
the community and also in educational affairs. 
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Born in Irwin, Pennsylvania, the son of Daniel E. Shrum of Greensburg and 
Ida M. (Dixon) Shrum of Elderton, he was graduated in 1923 from the School 
of Business Administration and in 1925 from the School of Law, University 
of Pittsburgh, taking the degrees of Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Laws. 
He was president of the senior class at the School of Law and has since then 
held a foremost position among his colleagues of the Bar. He served for two 


years in World War I. 


He has practiced law in Pittsburgh since 1925, serving in 1947-48 as presi- 
dent of the Allegheny County Bar Association, which he has represented in 
the House of Delegates of the American Bar Association since 1946. He 1s also 
a member of the Pennsylvania State Bar Association. His office is in Suite 1508 
Law and Finance Building. 


On August 31, 1932, he married Erma N. Kutz of Kutztown, Pennsylvania. 
They have two children—G. Dixon Shrun, Jr., born in 1935, and Maxine K. 
Shrum, born in 1938. They live on Fox Chapel Road, Pittsburgh, and worship 
in the Shadyside Presbyterian Church, where Mr. Shrum is a member of the 
session. 


Mr. Shrum was president of the General Alumni Association of the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh for two terms—from 1945 to 1947. In that period, the 
present program of the Alumni Association was adopted, the Alumni Giving 
Plan was revived and the Alumni News Review was instituted and since that 
time The Review has been mailed to every alumnus of the university. He 1s a 
member of the committee on planning and development of the board of trus- 
tees and is chairman of the Alumni Giving Fund. 


Mr. Shrum is a member of such fraternities as Phi Gamma Delta, Omicron 
Delta Kappa, Beta Gamma Sigma and Phi Delta Phi and for more than 
twenty years served as secretary-treasurer of the Pittsburgh Athletic Assocta- 
tion, of which he is a life member. Active in Masonry, he is a member of many 
of its bodies, having risen to the 32nd degree, and is one of the Divan of Syria 
Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 


Perhaps his crowning achievements have been in his boys’ work activities. 
On January 6, 1953, at the annual dinner meeting of the Western Pennsyl- 
vania Area Council, Boys’ Clubs of America, Mr. Shrum was presented the 
Silver Keystone, highest award of the Boys’ Clubs of America. He has been 
president of the Pittsburgh Newsboys’ Home and its subsidiaries, Kay House 
and Kay Boys’ Club as well as the Shadyside Boys’ Club, since 1926. 


In June, 1951, he was elected president of the Western Area Council No. 18, 
comprising the eight boys’ clubs in the area—Boys’ Clubs of St. Marys, Pitts- 
burgh, Wilkinsburg, McKees Rocks and Carnegie, Sarah Heinz House, as well 
as Kay and Shadyside. He has been president of the board of managers of the 
Kay Club since its establishment 1n 1931. Under his leadership the money en- 
trusted to the work of building boys’ clubs and their programs has increased 
and the clubs and programs have expanded. In May, 1952, he served as chair- 
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man of the National Boys’ Club Convention in Columbus, Ohio. This was but 
one of the many honors accorded him because of the many services rendered 
by him to the Boys’ Club movement—a reflection, in a sense, of the feeling of 
public responsibility which has made him a leader in other fields. 


ROBERT VAN der VOORT 
One of the large law firms in the City of Pittsburgh is that called Van der 


Voort, Royston, Robb and Leonard, which maintains offices in Suite 1210 
Frick Building. All its members are prominent and influential in the commun- 
ity and served with the armed forces in World War II. The partner whose 
name js in first position in the firm style is Robert Van der Voort, whose repu- 
tation in the business world equals that in the professional and who for four- 
teen years was an outstanding member of the staff of the District Attorney of 
Allegheny County. His position among his colleagues of the Bar is of the high- 


est character. 


Mr. Van der Voort was born in Crafton on April 15, 1909. His parents are 
Carl and Elizabeth Edna (Cleeland) Van der Voort. The father, a native of 
Harveysburg, Ohio, is a lawyer and general insurance executive. An outstand- 
ing citizen of Pittsburgh, he founded Van der Voort and Company, the insur- 
ance agency, and the Retail Lumber Dealers Association of Western Penn- 
sylvania. The mother, a native of Pennsylvania, is the daughter of John Slem- 
mons and Susan (Hofaker) Cleeland. 

Robert Van der Voort is a graduate of Allegheny High School. He at- 
tended Guilford College in North Carolina for a time and then Haverford 
College. The latter awarded him the degree of Master of Arts. He completed 
his education at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where he took 
the Bachelor of Laws degree. In his college days he spent three years on the 
varsity basketball and tennis teams and was also active in the Debating Council. 

From 1930 to 1934 Mr. Van der Voort was a fire casualty insurance broker 
and inspector. When he was graduated from law school in 1934 and admitted 
to the Bar, he joined with Attorneys William S. Rahauser, Robert C. McEwan 
and Joseph R. Royston, Jr., to form the law firm of Rahauser, McEwan, Van 
der Voort and Royston. The firm has grown steadily, except for the war years 
when all the members were in the service, and is now called Van der Voort, 
Royston, Robb and Leonard. It has won tremendous prestige in the legal and 
business world. Mr. Van der Voort serves on the board of directors of the 
Royston Laboratories, Inc., Blawnox; Demmler and Schenck Company, Pitts- 
burgh, and William Schenck and Company, Inc., Evans City. For ten years 
he was Assistant District Attorney of Allegheny County and from 1948 to 
1952 was the First Assistant District Attorney. 

In 1934, in Pittsburgh, he married Dorothy Schenck, daughter of Albert W. 
and Bessie (Kohne) Schenck. Mrs. Van der Voort is active in the Parent- 
Teachers Association and Pittsburgh Women’s Club, but makes her home, 
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husband and three children her chief interests. The children are Ellen Van der 
Voort, born in 1936; David Van der Voort, born in 1942, and Betsy Van der 
Voort, born in 1945. The family home is on Ingomar Road. The Van der 
Voorts belong to the Society of Friends (Quakers). 

In World War II, Mr. Van der Voort was a Lieutenant in the United States 
Navy. He retains his commission in the Naval Reserve. In politics he is a Dem- 
ocrat. From 1949 to 1950 he served as president of, and 1s still a leading figure 
in, the Allegheny County Bar Association and is also active in the American 
Bar Association and the Pennsylvania State Bar Association. Among the other 
organizations in which he holds memberships are Post No. 4, American Le- 
gion; Post No. 7593, Veterans of Foreign Wars; Reserve Officers Association 
Ef tlie United States, Mount Nebo Grange, Pennsylvania Home Rule Associa- 
tion, Automobile Club of Pittsburgh, Union Fishing Club and Mill Creek 
Hunting Club. 


In the fraternal world, he is a member of Lodge No. 657, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons; Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mys- 
tic Shrine; Syria Temple Luncheon Club, and Lodge No. 68, Loyal Order 
of Moose. In his home neighborhood, he is a member of Ingomar Volunteer 
Fire Company, No. 1. Fishing, golf, cards, gardening and reading constitute 
his recreations. His many activities, which keep him before the public con- 
stantly, have made him one of Pittsburgh’s leading citizens. 


JOHN D. CULBERTSON, III. 


The possessor of a national reputation in the spring manufacturing industry, 
John D. Culbertson, IL, is president and a director of The Duer Spring and 
Manufacturing Company, with plant and home office at McKees Rocks. He is 
noted for his boys’ work activities, his participation in the municipal affairs of 
Sewickley and his leadership in the Republican Party in his section of Alle- 
gheny County. 

Mr. Culbertson was born in Sew ickley on May 17, 1913. His father, John 
D. Culbertson, Jr., a native of Wheeling, West Virginia, moved to Pittsburgh 
in 1905 and became associated with the Fort Pitt Spring Company. In 1920, he 
assumed an interest in the Duer Spring and Manufacturing Company, of which 
he was shortly afterwards made vice-president. He was elevated to the presi- 
dency in 1930 and held that office until his death in 1942. He was the son of 
John D. Culbertson, Sr., who was secretary and treasurer of the Riverside Iron 
Works of Wheeling, a firm which developed and owned the first patents on 
seamless tubing. When the patents were purchased by the National Tube 
Company, John D. Culbertson, Sr., came to Pittsburgh as secretary and treas- 
urer of that concern. The mother of John D. Culbertson, III, is the former 
Viola Wheeler, daughter of Harlow B. Wheeler, who was secretary and treas- 
urer of the American Sheet and Tin Plate Company. 
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Mr. Culbertson is a graduate of Sewickley Academy and attended Shady- 
Side Academy. He went to work for the Duer Spring and Manufacturing 
Company as a clerk in 1932. Three years later he was promoted to secretary 
and treasurer and in 1942, on the death of his father, was elected president. 
The company was founded by George Duer in 1895 and incorporated by him 
and associates in the State of Pennsylvania in 1906. They had spent all the pre- 
vious years in the manufacture of springs and the firm today concentrates on 
the one type of product, springs, incorporating the latest tables and formulas 
used in spring engineering. The facilities are such that the company can take 
care of small lot orders as well as quantity production. The size range—from 
.009 inch to and including 1% inch sections, plus a variety of adaptations to 
flat sizes for stampings, flat rings and springs—gives Mr. Culbertson and his 
colleagues complete coverage of both hot and cold formed springs and of 
loads from ounces per inch of deflection to tons. “Springs of Every Descrip- 
tion” is the company slogan. District representatives and offices are maintained 
at Baltimore, Chicago, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Philadelphia; Newark, New Jer- 
sey, and Portland, Oregon. The company has experienced a steady growth 
under Mr. Culbertson. 

In 1939, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Culbertson married Mary Richards, daughter of 
Ralph S. Richards, partner in the Pittsburgh investment house of K. Richards 
and Company. They have two sons and a daughter—Ralph Richards Culbert- 
son, born in 1941; John D. Culbertson, born in 1943, and Tingle Woods Cul- 
bertson, born in 1946. The family home is in Sewickley. Like her husband, 
Mrs. Culbertson is prominent in Republican affairs and serves as committee- 
woman from Sewickley on the Allegheny County Republican Committee. She 
is a former president of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Junior League and 1s also 
active in the Pittsburgh Planned Parenthood Association. The family worships 
in St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Sewickley. 

In 1953, Mr. Culbertson was president of the National Spring Manufacturers 
Association, having a few years earlier been elected to its board of directors. 
He is chairman of the executive committee of the Boys’ Club of McKees Rocks 
and in 1952 was elected to the City Council of Sewickley. For eight years he 
was a member of the Sewickley Water Commission. He took a leading part in 
the Eisenhower-for-President Campaign in 1952 and remains influential and 
active in Republican politics. His clubs are the Edgeworth, Allegheny Coun- 
try, Duquesne and Rolling Rock. Also, he is a member of the Stonedale Guns. 
Golf and trap shooting are his chief recreations. He is an honored citizen in 
Allegheny County and a popular leader in a major industry. 


THE PITTSBURGH-DesMOINES STEEL COMPANY 


The history of the Pittsburgh-DesMoines Steel Company begins, perhaps, 
as far back as the graduation in 1891 of W. H. Jackson, the son of an Iowa 
farmer, as an engineer from Iowa State College at Ames. The country was un- 
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dergoing a depression at the time and Mr. Jackson was unable to find a job in 
his field. He therefore returned to Iowa State as an instructor in mathematics. 
In the Spring of 1892, he accepted a position as Town Engineer of Fort Mad- 
ison, lowa. 


Like most Mid-West small towns of the period, Fort Madison had no water 
or sewage system. The town decided to install a complete system and assigned 
Mr. Jackson the task of preparing the plans and specifications. When these 
were completed, the Town advertised for bids and the contract was awarded 
to the lower of two bidders. As work proceeded, Mr. Jackson as Town engi- 
neer, maintained continuous inspections to assure that the contractor was per- 
forming the work according to the plans and specifications. He kept a com- 
plete set of notes on how many manhours were spent on the job and, knowing 
how much pipe was used, was able to calculate the amount of money spent by 
the contractor. 


By knowing the contract price and the amount of money spent on the proj- 
ect by the contractor, Mr. Jackson computed with little difficulty the sizeable 
margin of profit the former realized. Also, he recalled that only one other con- 
tractor had even bid on the job and this, of course, meant there was little com- 
petition in this field. 


At about the time Fort Madison’s water project was completed, in the Fall 
of 1892, B. N. Moss, a classmate of Mr. Jackson’s, visited him. Mr. Jackson 
pointed out to Mr. Moss the advantages of going into the water works business 
and it was not long before what would one day be called the Pittsburgh-Des- 
Moines Steel Company came into being. At first it was called Jackson and 
Moss, Consulting Engineers, and it was capitalized at $1,000, with $500 1n- 
vested by each of the partners, sums which they apparently raised with some 


difficulty. 

It was still 1892 when the partners obtained their first contract—the design- 
ing, laying out, planning and preparation of specifications for a water system 
for the Town of Boone, lowa. When they completed this contract, they asked 
to be allowed to bid as contractors on the installation of the system. The request 
was granted and, being low bidder, their firm was awarded the contract. They 
hired some men, did their own supervision and installed the system. The 
plans called for a small wooden flat bottom tank to be part of this water sys- 
tem. They bought the lumber from a local saw mill and with their own men 
erected the tank. 


In 1893, Jackson and Moss engineered and constructed several other water 
systems throughout the area. One of these jobs required elevated water storage 
and the partners designed and erected a steel tower topped by a flat bottom 
wooden tank. They had to go all the way to Pittsburgh to get the steel fabri- 
cated for the tower. The firm which did the work was the Keystone Bridge 
Company (now the American Bridge Company, a subsidiary of the United 
States Steel Corporation). 
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Late in 1893, Mr. Jackson, who had been retained on a part-time basis by 
the Town of Fort Madison, resigned his ‘Town Engineer’s post and with Mr. 
Moss moved to DesMoines. There headquarters were set up in a hotel room. 
It was the office of the partners for several years. In 1897, the Town of Scran- 
ton, lowa, hired them to design a water system. Again, they won the construc- 
tion contract and again the Keystone Bridge Company fabricated steel for a 
water tower. This was a 100-foot tower with a 40,000-gallon elevated tank, 
similar in construction to the firm’s present cone-roof hemispherical-bottom 
riveted tank. It 1s still standing and still in use at Scranton. 


In the next years the partners built a good many water works systems in the 
region. In 1900, after the Keystone Bridge Company had fabricated several ele- 
vated tanks for them, they were awarded a contract which required construc- 
tion of a steel elevated tower and tank. Mr. Jackson and Mr. Moss had, mean- 
time, decided it would be more advantageous to them to have the steel fabri- 
cated for them locally, as Pittsburgh was too far from their operating sector. 
In looking for a local fabricator, they learned that E. W. Crellin had started a 
small shop in DesMoines and they approached him with the idea of fabricating 
the tank called for in the new contract. 

Much discussion followed, but the upshot was that a new partnership was 
formed—Jackson, Moss and Crellin, with the first two each putting $4,000 into 
the business and Mr. Crellin his plant. The partnership name was soon changed 
to DesMoines Bridge and Iron Works, which became a corporation capitalized 
at $30,000. Three hundred shares of stock, each with a par value of $100, were 
issued and each partner took 100 shares. Mr. Crellin was elected president, 
Mr. Moss works manager and Mr. Jackson chief of engineering and sales. In 
the next six years the company did extensive pioneering in the water w orks and 
elevated water storage field. 

By 1906 the demand for elevated water storage was greatly increased and 
the company was doing business in 10 or 12 states. There was so much busi- 
ness that plant expansion was imperative. Because Pittsburgh was in the heart 
of the steel production industry, and because, too, of the increased prospects 
for business in the East, the partners decided to come here. In 1907 a plant site 
was selected on Neville Island. Construction of the plant was started that year 
and completed the next. It is of interest to note that the company installed the 
first water system on Neville Island. In a few years, the Neville Island plant was 
almost as large as the DesMoines plant. 

In 1910, headquarters were moved to Pittsburgh. One year later Mr. Moss 
retired and Mr. Crellin and Mr. Jackson bought his share of the business. ‘The 
company continued to prosper. In 1917, the name was changed to the Pitts- 
burgh-DesMoines Steel Company and in 1922 Mr. Crellin retired, the com- 
pany buying out his share of the business. Mr. Jackson became president. In 
1928, he moved the headquarters to the plant site on Neville Island, where ad- 
ditional space had been erected. Mr. Jackson died in 1939, and his eldest son, 
John E. Jackson, succeeded him. Further details concerning the company are 
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given in a biography of the son which is to be found on other pages of this 
history. 

The company played an important part in the national defense program in 
World War II, fabricating and launching various types of naval craft. This 
resulted in the construction of a shipyard. After the war, when John Jackson 
was piloting the company in its transition to a peacetime basis, he decided to 
erect a plant at San Jose, California. This was in production in 1948, with C. 
A. Fegtly as manager. Meantime, both the DesMoines and Pittsburgh plants 
have also been expanded further, and today the company is one of the largest 
of the independent steel fabricators, holding a foremost position in the fabrica- 
tion and erection of elevated water tanks, other types of storage tanks, struc- 
tural and plant fabrication—and is the leading company in the fabrication and 
erection of wind tunnels in the country. It has reason to be proud of its half- 
century of service to the nation. 


JOHN E. JACKSON 


As its name implies, the Pittsburgh-DesMoines Company maintains head- 
quarters and a plant in Pittsburgh and a large plant in DesMoines, Iowa, in 
which state it was founded around the turn of the century. Its president today 
is John E. Jackson, son of one of the founders, and under his leadership the 
concern has become one of the nation’s largest builders of wind tunnels for pri- 
vate and Federal Government operators, large steel fabricators of such facilities 
as water storage tanks, elevated steel tanks, municipal incinerators and floating 
dry docks. Mr. Jackson is an outstanding figure in this field and also an author- 
ity on water systems and steel construction. He is active in civic, church and 
educational circles. 

Born in DesMoines on October 25, 1898, he is the son of William H. Jack- 
son, a native of Ohio, who was graduated from Iowa State College of Agri- 
cultural and Mechanical Arts, at Ames, with the degree of Bachelor of Sci- 
ence in Civil Engineering. The elder Mr. Jackson, who was always active in 
many organizations, including Tau Beta Pi Fraternity, became a distinguished 
figure in Lowa. 

The turning point in William Jackson’s life was his appointment as City 
Engineer of Fort Madison, in that state. As City Engineer, he handled the con- 
tracts for the building of the water works system. This led to his recognition 
of the possibilities in the business of building such systems and he formed a 
partnership with a Mr. Moss. They began the construction of water works 
systems for other cities. 


Originally, the Jackson-Moss water towers were of wood and the tanks 
themselves were also of wood. But soon they switched to steel construction, 
using towers purchased from the Keystone Bridge Company of Pittsburgh. 
But an addition to the partnership changed this. A Mr. Crellin was taken into 
the concern. He owned a steel tank manufacturing plant in DesMoines and 
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there steel towers and tanks for municipal water systems were manufactured. 
The plant, since enlarged several times, is still part of the organization now 


called the Pittsburgh-DesMoines Company. 


In 1909, headquarters were moved to Pittsburgh. Mr. Moss sold his interest 
to William Jackson and Mr. Crellin and the two remaining partners divided 
responsibility geographically, the former remaining in charge at DesMoines, 
the latter taking over at the Pittsburgh plant. A year later, however, the Jack- 
sons moved to Pittsburgh, leaving an employed manager in charge at Des- 
Moines. In 1917, Mr. Crellin sold out to William Jackson, who carried on 
until his death in 1939, William Jackson’s wife was the former Minnie Long, a 
native of Iowa and also a college graduate. She died in Pittsburgh in 1923. 


John E. Jackson, the son, received part of his education in Pittsburgh, but 
most of it—the lower grades and his entire higher education—in Iowa. In 1924, 
he was graduated from Iowa State College with the degree of Bachelor of 
Science in Civil Engineering. But much filial and personal pain went into attain- 
ing that degree and in this connection he does not hesitate to reveal an interest- 
ing facet of his life: for four years his father sent him to college (the same col- 
lege he himself had attended, with the same educational goal he had himself 
achieved). But during much of this time at Iowa State, John Jackson, as he 
says himself, failed to apply himself and the result was failure to make the 
required grades. This discouraged the father, who refused to finance him fur- 
ther. Somehow the father’s determination to “drop” him spurred the son as 
nothing had before. He developed his own determination—to succeed at col- 
lege and win his degree. He worked his way through and emerged in excellent 
standing. 

His father’s faith in him restored, he joined the Pittsburgh-DesMoines Com- 
pany in field work immediately after graduation. The first job assigned to him 
was the erection of a foundation for a flat-bottomed tank at Barberton, Ohio. 
He continued in field work in New York and Virginia. 


It was in the Old Dominion that he met, in 1924, the young woman who 
was to become his wife. She was Sue McCutchen, of Alta Vista, Virginia, and 
they were married in April, 1926. 


From field work Mr. Jackson went into the sales organization of the Pitts- 
burgh-DesMoines Company, working out of the Richmond, Virginia, office. 
Subsequently, he was transferred to sales operations in Florida and then to 
sales operations in Atlanta, Georgia. The merchandise he handled as sales rep- 
resentative was the Pittsburgh-DesMoines municipal incinerator. He spent ten 
years in this work and then was recalled to the Pittsburgh headquarters and 
plant as manager of the incinerator department. 

Mr. Jackson had, meantime, become a partner in the business. When the 
company was incorporated, his father assumed the office of president and he 
that of vice-president. On the death of the elder Mr. Jackson in 1939, the son 
succeeded him in the presidency.He is also a member of the board of directors 


OT 


BICENTENNIAL HIstTory OF 


of the Horton Steel Works, Ltd., of Canada. The wind tunnels which have 
become one of the products of the Pittsburgh-DesMoines Company since his 
assumption of the presidency are made for manufacturers and for the Govern- 
ment through the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics. The floating 
dry docks are built for the Navy. A fuller account of the company appears 
elsewhere in this history. 

Mr. Jackson is president of the American Institute of Steel Construction, of 
the Fox Chapel Water Authority and the Oakmont Country Club. He is chair- 
man of the finance committee of the First Methodist Church of Pittsburgh and 
a member of the board of trustees of Allegheny College. Prominent in Ma- 
sonry, he has advanced through both the York and Scottish Rites, is a mem- 
ber of the Allegheny Commandery, Knights Templar, of Syria Temple, An- 
cient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, and of the Pittsburgh Court, 
Order of Jesters. He is also a member of the Duquesne Club of Pittsburgh. 
Many developments of the most important character on governmental levels 
bear the Jackson imprint, contributing further to the reputation of John E. 
Jackson. 


JOHN OLIVER WICKS, SR. 


A native of Allegheny County the late John Oliver Wicks, Sr., made a val- 
uable contribution to his county and state as attorney, corporation director and 
public official. He gave leadership in church affairs and in the health and wel- 
fare field and was active in many avenues of community life. His law firm was 
Weller, Wicks and Wallace, one of Pittsburgh’s most prominent. 

Born in Jefferson Township on February 4, 1880, Mr. Wicks was the son 
of Silas Monroe and Anna (Scott) Wicks. On the paternal side his family was 
descended from Thomas Wicks, who was born in England in 1609 and came 
to America in 1635, settling near Boston, Massachusetts. The attorney began 
his education in an elementary school in the Sixth Ward of Allegheny County. 
In 1899, he was graduated from the Allegheny High School. It was always his 
ambition to be a lawyer, but the lack of finances forced him to engage first in 
clerical work with the old Fort Pitt Gas Company. In 1902, after three years 
with the company, he entered Washington and Jefferson College, from which 
he was graduated four years later with the degree of Bachelor of Science. At 
the college he was manager of the football team in his junior and senior years 
and was elected to Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity. 

After taking his science degree, Mr. Wicks read law with the firm of Swear- 
engen, Lewis and Newmeyer for a year. In 1907, he entered Harvard Uni- 
versity School of Law, where in 1910 he was awarded the degree of Bachelor 
of Laws. Returning to Allegheny County, Mr. Wicks was admitted to the Bar 
in 1911, and from that time until his death thirty-six years later was engaged in 
the general practice of law in Pittsburgh. At first he practiced alone, but later 
became a member of the firm of Weller and Wicks. The firm’s name was 
changed in 1921 to Weller, Wicks and Wallace. 
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On June 29, 1921, at Crafton, Mr. Wicks married Eleanor O. Graham, 
daughter of Mrs. Lulu Miller Graham. Mr. and Mrs. Wicks became the par- 
ents of two children: John Oliver Wicks, Jr., who was born on April 27, 1922, 
a prominent attorney whose biography appears on other pages of this history, 
and Virginia Louise Wicks, born on November 5, 1926. Their home was in 
Bellevue. 

The Wicks family church is the Methodist. For many years Mr. Wicks 
was a member of the board of trustees of the Bellevue Church and for sixteen 
years was president of the board. He also served as president of the board of 
managers of the Methodist Hospital and Home for the Aged in Pittsburgh. 
He was a director of the Arkansas Natural Gas Corporation, Seyler Manufac- 
turing Company, Treesdale Farms Incorporated and Treesdale Laboratories 
Incorporated. A Republican, he served for a time on the Bellevue Borough 
Council and was also an attorney for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in 
inheritance tax cases. He was a member of the Allegheny County, Pennsyl- 
vania State and American Bar Associations; the Pittsburgh Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Duquesne, Harvard-Yale-Princeton and Highland Country 
Clubs of Pittsburgh. His death occurred in 1947, when he was sixty-seven 
years old. He is remembered for his distinguished services to community, 
county and state, his church work and activities on behalf of the less fortunate 
and for the business acumen which helped develop many major industrial con- 
cerns. 


JOHN OLIVER WICKS, JR. 


In keeping with a family tradition of outstanding service, John Oliver 
Wicks, Jr., has been making a contribution to developments and prosperity 
through his practice of the law and through participation in civic programs. 
His activities, outside his profession, are chiefly in the economic and welfare 
spheres and in the church. He was associated with the law firm of Weller, 
Wicks and Wallace, with offices at 915 Park Building. 

Born in Pittsburgh on April 27, 1922, he is the son of one of Pennsylvania’s 
most distinguished citizens, the late John Oliver Wicks, a native of Gill Hall, 
Jefferson Township, Allegheny County, and of Eleanor O. (Graham) Wicks, 
daughter of James L. and Lulu M. Graham. The family, which traces its his- 
tory back to pre-Revolutionary Days, has had representatives in that conflict 
and in every major national and state event since then, having played a con- 
spicuous part in the growth of the nation. 

John Oliver Wicks, Jr., received part of his early education at Mercersburg 
Academy. He took the degrees of Bachelor of Arts at Amherst College and of 
Bachelor of Laws at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law and was 
elected to such fraternities, social and legal, as Alpha Delta Phi and Phi Alpha 
Delta. He was advertising manager of The Amherst Student, the campus pa- 
per, and also at Amherst was a member of the baseball team and participated in 
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cross-country track events. At Mercersburg, he was a football and baseball 
player and a member of the Irving Debating Society. 

After taking his law degree, Mr. Wicks served a clerkship with what was 
then his father’s firm, Weller, Wicks and Wallace. He became an associate of 
the firm in September, 1950, which 1s the date of his admission to practice 
before the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and his admission to membership in 
the Allegheny County Bar Association. He conducts a general practice, but 
tends to concentrate on corporation law and Orphans’ Court work. He is gen- 
eral counsel and a member of the board of directors of the Ohio Oil and Gas 
Company. 

On September 10, 1946, in Winter Haven, Florida, Mr. Wicks married 
Betty Scott, daughter of Armor G. and Grace M. Scott. They have two 
daughters and a son—Judith Ann Wicks, Virginia Diane Wicks and John 
Oliver Wicks, II. Their home is on Woodland Road, R. D. 7, Pittsburgh 37, 
and they worship in the Hiland Presbyterian Church, in which Mr. Wicks 1s a 
member of the board of deacons. 


Mr. Wicks was active in the Pittsburgh Junior Chamber of Commerce, the 
Pittsburgh Young Men’s Christian Association and the Ambherst-Williams 
Club, as well as the county bar association. He remains a member of his two 
fraternities. In 1953, he served as section leader in the fund campaign of the 
Pittsburgh Chapter, American National Red Cross. A veteran of World War 
II, he served with the United States Navy for three years, rising to the rank of 
Lieutenant Junior Grade. He entered the service on July 1, 1943, and was 
released to inactive status on June 28, 1946. He was officer in charge of an 
air-sea rescue boat and served overseas at such famous places as Guadalcanal, 
the Northern Solomons, and the Admiralty Islands from November 6, 1944, 
to May 15, 1946. He was awarded one Combat Star. He retains his interest in 
military affairs. He is a Republican and hunting, fishing, golf and gardening 
are his recreations. He 1s doing much to forward the continued growth of his 
native city and county. 


FRANK DeFOREST HAZEN 


Stainless steel recuperators, patented and produced by the Hazen Engineer- 
ing Company of Pittsburgh, are doing an outstanding job in steel production 
—being used with soaking pits, slab and billet heating furnaces where refrac- 
tory recuperators were formerly used. The man responsible for this furnace 
recuperator, or air preheater, is Frank DeForest Hazen, an engineer whose 
experience in the steel industry began before World War I, of which he is a 
military veteran. He is the founder and president of the Hazen Engineering 
Company, Park Building, Pittsburgh, is prominent in professional organiza- 
tions, in the Masonic order and in civic life. 

Mr. Hazen’s steel experience began in his native Middle West. He was born 
in Hancock County, Illinois, in 1894, the son of farmers, Albert DeForest and 
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Harriet (Comer) Hazen, but after obtaining his preliminary education there 
went west for his technical education. He attended Colorado College School 
of Engineering. Returning to the Midwest, he entered the Construction De- 
partment of the Illinois Steel Company at Gary, Indiana. Later, he was con- 
struction and maintenance engineer with the Inland Steel Corporation. In 


World War I, he served in the United States Navy with the rank of Ensign. 


Mr. Hazen’s last position as an employee was that of vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the industrial business of the American Arch Company. When 
with American Arch Company, Mr. Hazen designed the first suspended re- 
fractory arch and wall construction which could be insulated without over- 
heating metal supports when in service over furnaces operating at rather high 
temperatures. Several thousand of these installations are in service today. The 
American Arch first marketed them, but the M. H. Detrick Company pur- 
chased this business in recent years. The suspended basic end construction 
forming a large portion of the largest open hearth furnace in the world, built 
by Weirton Steel Company in 1948, is Mr. Hazen’s in its entirety. 


Mr. Hazen pioneered and developed many first applications of suspended 
arch construction for steel plant furnaces. In the early forties, following up 
some of his early work, Mr. Hazen developed his metallic recuperator and 
this led to the establishment of the Hazen Engineering Company. His is the 
only metallic recuperator that has proved satisfactory to the steel industry and 
as of 1953 the equipment was being used by twelve different steel producing 
companies. The oldest installation has been in service since 1943. Mr. Hazen 
points out that two big companies were unable to build a satisfactory device of 
this type, and hence he 1s justifiably proud of his success in this field. 


Many millions of dollars are spent by the steel industry in heating steel for 
rolling and the savings in fuel brought about by the Hazen Recuperator is 
quite large indeed. In a special article by R. R. Shedd, design engineer, con- 
struction engineering bureau, United States Steel Corporation, appearing in 
Iron and Steel Engineer, July, 1951, Mr. Hazen’s recuperator, used extensively 


by U.S. Steel, is praised highly. 


In addition to operating the Hazen Engineering Company, Mr. Hazen 
serves as an engineering consultant for some major companies. He has been a 
member of the Indiana Professional Engineering Society since 1922 and is also 
active in the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. In Masonry, he has 
advanced to the 32nd degree in the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite and 
is a member of various other bodies, including Okak Temple, Ancient Arabic 
Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. His clubs are Duquesne, Longue Vue 
Country and St. Clair. 


Mr. Hazen married Helen Bartlett of Alabama in 1946. Interested in her 
husband’s profession, Mrs. Hazen is a member of the Auxiliary of the Amer- 
ican Society of Mechanical Engineers. She and Mr. Hazen make their home in 
Pittsburgh. They attend the Pittsburgh Church of Christ, Scientist. Mr. Hazen, 
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a Republican, enjoys golf, skeet shooting and hunting. As one making an in- 
valuable contribution to steel production, he has attained extraordinary stand- 
ing in the industry. 


ROBERT LEWIS KIRKPATRICK 
A distinguished figure on the Pittsburgh scene, Robert Lewis Kirkpatrick is 


known principally as an attorney. He has, however, an additional reputation 
for his work in the fields of education, religion and health and welfare. His 
military record, made in World War II, is also a distinguished one. He is the 
senior partner in the law firm of Kirkpatrick, Pomeroy, Lockhart and Johnson, 
1130 Oliver Building. 

Born in Renfrew, Butler County, on December 31, 1906, he is the son of 
John L. and Ella Z. (White) Kirkpatrick. His mother was born in Venango 
County. His father, who was a merchant, was born in Butler County. The 
mother’s parents were Mr. and Mrs. David J. White. After attending Butler 
County’s public schools, Robert L. Kirkpatrick studied at Allegheny College. 
In 1928, he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts there. Three years later he 
was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws at the Harvard Law School. His 
high scholastic standing brought him election to Phi Beta Kappa. He was also 
pledged to Omicron Delta Kappa and Delta Tau Delta. 

Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County in 1931, Mr. Kirkpatrick became 
that year an associate of the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay, in 
Pittsburgh. In 1942, he and his partners formed the firm of Kirkpatrick, Pom- 
eroy, Lockhart and Johnson, Attorneys at Law, and he has since practiced 
with this firm. He serves on the boards of directors of the Monongahela Con- 
necting Railroad Company, Aliquippa and Southern Railroad Company and 
the Farm Coal Company. 

On August 27, 1930, in Amsterdam, New York, he married Harriet Louise 
Wildey, daughter of Fred and Sadie (Jacobus) Wildey. Like her husband Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick 1s active in community and social agency programs. She is espe- 
cially interested in the Health and Welfare Federation of Allegheny County 
and the Protestant Home for Incurables. A graduate of Wellesley College, she 
is amember of the Wellesley Club of Pittsburgh. She and Mr. Kirkpatrick are 
the parents of two daughters and two sons: Judith, wife of Richard E. Sigler; 
Harriet Louise, Robert L. Kirkpatrick, Jr., and James Wildey Kirkpatrick. 
Their home is at 5802 Northumberland Street, Pittsburgh. 


Mr. Kirkpatrick and his family worship in the East Liberty Presbyterian 
Church, where he is a member of the session and the board of trustees. He also 
serves on the boards of trustees of Shadyside Hospital and The Foundation of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America. In 1954 he was 
president of the Alumni Association of Allegheny College. His other organ- 
izations include the Duquesne, Longue Vue and University Clubs. From 1942 
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to 1945 Mr. Kirkpatrick was with the United States Army. As a Lieutenant 
Colonel, he was with the General Staff Corps. His services brought him the 
Legion of Merit in 1945. Were such or equivalent accolades awarded for service 


on the civilian front, Mr. Kirkpatrick would undoubtedly have received many 
of them. 


WILLIAM BROWN PAUL 


William Brown Paul, the attorney and director of industrial corporations, 
has been a prominent citizen in his native Allegheny County since virtually 
the year he began the practice of law, three decades ago. He practices in all 
the courts of the state and nation and numbers great men and corporations 
among his clients. His law firm is Paul, Lawrence and Rock, with offices at 
1017 Park Building. He is quite heavily in the food business, from serving as a 
director of a food processing firm to operating a farm which raises crops and 
breeds cattle. 

Born in Allegheny City on December 12, 1897, Mr. Paul is the son of John 
Bunyan and Josephine (Brown) Paul. His father, a native of West Newton, 
Westmoreland County, was in the furniture business. Mr. Paul took the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Science at the University of Pittsburgh 1 in 1919 and the 
Bachelor of Laws degree at Harvard Law School in 1922. He was elected to 
Omicron Delta Kappa and Sigma Alpha Epsilon, honorary and social fraterni- 
ties, respectively. He interrupted his education in the World War I period by 
enlisting in the United States Navy on September 10, 1918, and was in active 
service at the Naval Training Unit, Yale University, New Haven. He con- 
tinued as a student and was honorably discharged from the Navy on September 
30, 1921. 

In the Fall of 1922 he was admitted to the Bar of Pennsylvania and practiced 
law in association with Edward R. Lawrence until 1946, when the law firm of 
Paul, Lawrence and Wills was formed. This firm was succeeded by Paul, 
Lawrence and Rock in December, 1950. Besides Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Paul’s 
partners are Sherman T. Rock and Thomas W. Moses. Mr. Paul’s first impor- 
tant industrial directorship was with the Follansbee Steel Corporation, in which 
he was most active from 1934 to 1940. He continues on the board of that cor- 
poration and also on the boards of the Federal Enameling and Stamping Com- 
pany, Prepared Foods, Inc., Taylor Brothers, Trinity Court Studios, Vitro 
Manufacturing Company, Resistoflex Corporation and Waddell, Brand and 
Company, Hilltop Broadcasting Company and Universal Manufacturing Cor- 
poration. 

On April 25, 1929, in Pittsburgh, he married Jean Santee Masten, daughter 
of Fred C. and Lula Masten. They have three daughters and a son—Joan Masten 
Paul, Judith Lu Paul, Jean Josephine Paul and William Brown Paul, Jr. Their 
home is Carberry Hill Farms, R. D. No. 1, Cheswick. Mrs. Paul confines her 
activities to her home, husband and children, but she is well known socially. 
Their summer home is in Ventnor, New Jersey. 
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Mr. Paul, a member of the Christian Science Church and the Republican 
Party, is active in the Duquesne, University, Harvard, Longue Vue and City 
Farmers Clubs, and the Newcomen Society. As active as he 1s in the legal and 
industrial fields, he finds time and energy to own and operate a commercial 
beef cattle farm of 250 acres in West Deer Township. As an attorney he is a 
member of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and of the Bar of Allegheny 
County, as well as all the United States courts and he is a leading figure in the 
Allegheny County and American Bar Associations. His contribution to growth 
and prosperity in Western Pennsylvania has received wide acknowledgment. 


WILLIAM ALEXANDER SEIFERT 


When in 1940 Duquesne University conferred on William Alexander Sei- 
fert the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, recognition was given to long 
and unselfish public service by an outstanding member of the Allegheny 
County Bar. But Mr. Seifert has not confined himself to the practice of law or 
to civic interests. He has also played an important role in the development of 
industrial and railroad corporations. As an attorney, he is a member of the law 
firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay, 747 Union Trust Building. 

Mr. Seifert was born at Big Run, Jefferson County, on December 11, 1876, 
the son of Eduard and Josephine E. (McClure) Seifert. His father, a lumber 
dealer, was a native of Leipzig, Germany, and his mother, born in Mifflin 
Township, Allegheny County, was the daughter of Alexander McKim and 
Sarah Hannah (Cox) McClure. Graduated from McKeesport High School in 
1896, William A. Seifert then attended Washington and Jefferson College. 
There, in 1900, he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts. To prepare for the Bar, 
he studied at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where he was 
awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1903. 

Admitted to the Bar that year, he began practice in Pittsburgh immediately. 
At first his firm was Eaton and Seifert, but in 1907 he became associated with 
his present firm, then called Reed, Smith, Shaw and Beal. As an attorney, he 
has represented many large corporations and been on the boards of some of 
them. Until recently he was a director of the Latrobe Steel Company, Stand- 
ard Steel Spring Company, Bessemer and Lake Erie Railroad Company, Etna 
and Montrose Railroad Company and the Union Railroad Company. At pres- 
ent he is a director of the Mine Safety Appliances Company. 

Mr. Seifert married Edith Lang, daughter of William Frederick and Mar- 
garet (Young) Lang, in Pittsburgh on February 27, 1906. They have a daugh- 
ter and son—Margaret, the wife of Dr. James B. Magee, and William Alexan- 
der Seifert, Jr., who married Frances Logan and is the father of Patricia Lyon 
Seifert. The senior Mr. and Mrs. Seifert reside at 623 Morewood Avenue. Mrs. 
Seifert is active in the work of the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh and the 
Pittsburgh Association for the Improvement of the Poor. 
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Mr. Seifert served as president of the Duquesne Club from 1938 to 1939. He 
is also a member of the University, Longue Vue, Rolling Rock and Fox Chapel 
Golf Clubs and of a variety of Masonic bodies. He worships at Shadyside 
Presbyterian Church and is a Republican. He is an honored figure in the life of 
Allegheny County. 


WALTER T. McGOUGH 


The reputation of Walter T. McGough as an attorney 1s based on an exten- 
sive trial practice which has made him a well-known and imposing figure in all 
the courts of the city, county, and state. He is one of the outstanding members 
of the younger group of lawyers in Allegheny County and has held elective 
leadership positions in this group. His law firm is Reed, Smith, Shaw and 
McClay, 747 Union Trust Building. 

Mr. McGough was born in Steubenville, Ohio, on June 4, 1919, the son of 
Frank and Nellie (Curran) McGough. His father, a native of Indiana, Penn- 
sylvania, was an engineer. The family has lived in Pittsburgh and other sections 
of Allegheny County since the attorney was a young boy. He is a graduate of 
Central Catholic High School, and also attended Duquesne University and 
the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, taking his degree of Bachelor of 
Laws at the latter. Some indication of the position his scholarship and leader- 
ship won him at Law School 1s his appointment to the staff of the school’s 
Law Review and his election to the Order of the Coif and the legal fraternity, 
Phi Delta Phi. 


Long before he won the right to practice law Mr. McGough began im- 
mersing himself in the atmosphere and traditions of legal practice. In 1936, he 
began his career as an office boy in the offices of Reed, Smith, Shaw and Mc- 
Clay. Later he was promoted to clerk and this job he held while attending 
Duquesne University. He was a law clerk and Duquesne student from 1936 
to 1942, the period of study having been protracted by the necessity of work- 
ing while studying. 

But both came to an end soon after the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor, 
for in May, 1942, Mr. McGough went into the United States Army Air 
Forces. He served in the European and Pacific Theaters of War, emerging 
with the rank of captain. Upon his return to civilian status in 1946, he began 
his work at the University of Pittsburgh Law School. And since his graduation 
in 1948, when he was admitted to the Bar, he has been associated, as attorney, 
of course, with the law firm with which he had begun, twelve years before, 
as an office boy. Specializing in trial practice, he has become of utmost value 
to the firm and its numerous individual and corporate clients. 

On November 24, 1949, in Pittsburgh, Mr. McGough married Jane Fitz- 
patrick, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh R. Fitzpatrick of Beechwood Boule- 
vard. Mrs. McGough is well known in Pittsburgh’s social and cultural life. 
A graduate of the Pennsylvania College for Women, she served on the execu- 
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tive board of its Alumnae Association from 1947 to 1949 and again in the 
year 1952-53 and was on the board of directors of the College Club of Pitts- 
burgh from 1950 to 1952. She is also a member of the Pittsburgh Women’s 
Association and the Pittsburgh Symphony Society. Mr. and Mrs. McGough 
have a daughter, Jane Ellen, and a son, Walter T. McGough, Jr., and make 
their home at 127 LaCrosse Street, Edgewood. They are all members of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 


Mr. McGough has achieved considerable leadership in professional, recrea- 
tional and civic organizations. He was president of the Junior Bar Section of 
the Allegheny County Bar Association in 1952 and a member of its Entertain- 
ment Committee in 1953 and is also active in the American Bar Association. 
In politics he is a Republican and in recreation a golfer, being a member of 
Alcoma Country Club. As the record shows, he has, in an amazingly short 
time, risen to a high place in a profession in which success is difficult to attain. 


JAMES EUGENE HEADLEY 


For twenty-four years a banker, James Eugene Headley is known today for 
his activities in other business fields. As president and a director of four com- 
panies, among them Pittsburgh Terminal Warehouses, Inc., he has been par- 
ticipating in the current economic growth of the city and county, while at 
the same time giving leadership in the municipal affairs of Upper St. Clair 
Township and in health and welfare and religious programs. 

Born in Pittsburgh on September 23, 1904, Mr. Headley is the son of Alfred 
W. and Bertha J. (Loufman) Headley. His father was born in Wheeling, 
West Virginia, on November 13, 1875, his mother in Pittsburgh on December 
28, 1881. Pittsburgh’s elementary and high schools and the University of Pitts- 
burgh gave the business leader his education. In 1924, when he was nineteen, 
he was appointed to the staff of the Peoples First National Bank and Trust 
Company of Pittsburgh. He remained with that institution just a year short of 
a quarter century, rising to assistant vice-president. On June 15, 1948, he re- 
signed the banking post to accept office as president and a director of Pitts- 
burgh Terminal Warehouses, Inc. He is also president and a director of Grant 
Building, Inc., The Bellefield Company and the Vulcan Real Estate Corpora- 
tion. His office is at 1905 Grant Building. 

On February 14, 1925, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Headley married Aileen M. Kitz- 
miller, daughter of Charles W. and Martha C. (Carpenter) Kitzmiller. They 
have two daughters and a son—Martha Alice, Nancy Aileen and James Eu- 
gene, Jr. Their home is at 25 Lambeth Drive, Rural Delivery No. 2, Bridge- 
ville. They worship in the Lutheran Church, where Mr. Headley, still an influ- 
ential member, served for some years as president of the congregation. 

Besides his church work, Mr. Headley serves as a director of the Passavant 
Hospital of Pittsburgh and as vice-chairman of the Municipal Authority of the 
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Township of Upper St. Clair. He is a member of the Duquesne Club, Pitts- 
burgh Athletic Association and the St. Clair Country Club. He is a Republi- 
can. Fishing and golf are his recreations. Five feet eleven and one-half inches in 
height, weighing 180 pounds, with blond hair, Mr. Headley has become a fa- 
miliar and important figure in the major affairs of Pittsburgh and Allegheny 
County. 


ROBERT A. MacDOWELL 


The reputation of Robert A. MacDowell, realtor, has spread into most of the 
fields in which a man of his profession can operate and he has been one of 
Pittsburgh’s business leaders for years. He is especially well known as an ap- 
praiser. He operates under the firm name of Porter and MacDowell at 345 
Fourth Avenue. 


Mr. McDowell, born in Camden, South Carolina, is the son of Robert A. 
and Beulah Benton (Fort) MacDowell. His father, a merchant at Camden, 
was, in his youth, a member of the Wade Hampton Red Shirts, an organiza- 
tion formed to drive the Northern “‘carpetbaggers” out of the post-Civil War 
South. The realtor took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at Furman University, 
Greenville, South Carolina, where he was a distinguished student, serving on 
the baseball and basketball teams and being captain of the former in his senior 
year. 

He entered the real estate business in Pittsburgh with the C. C. McKallip 
Company. Then he and J. W. Porter, Jr., organized, in 1924, The Porter and 
MacDowell Company. Exactly a quarter century later, in 1949, Mr. Mac- 
Dowell purchased Mr. Porter’s interest in the business and has since been the 
owner, under the original Porter and MacDowell name. His firm sells, man- 
ages, appraises and insures real estate. 

Over the past few years Mr. MacDowell has taken an active part in several 
projects that have led to the fabulous new developments making Pittsburgh 
one of the most progressive cities in the nation today. After the disastrous flood 
of 1936 he was one of five appointed a member of the Consulting Board to 
appraise and purchase thousands of private properties at the sites where sub- 
sequently seven large dams or reservoirs have been built to curb the flood 
waters affecting Pittsburgh. This work was under the supervision of the 
United States Engineers. 


Later he was one of the three men appointed by the Pennsylvania Depart- 
ment of Forests and Waters to appraise and acquire the thirty-six acres of 
land and property at the confluence of the Allegheny, Monongahela and Ohio 
Rivers, which is now known as Point Park. On this land was the original site 
of early day forts. The twenty-three acres adjoining Point Park and now 
known as The Gateway Center, where three of Pittsburgh’s largest skyscrapers 
now stand and others are planned, is another project on which he has served 
as appraiser and acquisition agent. 
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In 1945, Mr. MacDowell was retained by the State Department of High- 
ways as one of the appraisers of private lands over which new highways have 
been built. In 1947, Mr. MacDowell served as president of the Pittsburgh Real 
Estate Board. He continues influential in its affairs and also in that of the Amer- 
ican Institute of Real Estate Appraisers. He is now serving as vice-president of 
the Pennsylvania Realtors Association. For recreational and social purposes he 
is a member of the Shamopin Country Club. 

Mr. MacDowell married Elizabeth Hunter, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. S. H. 
Hunter, in Pittsburgh on June 22, 1946. They reside at 125 Byron Road and 
worship in the Brighton Road Presbyterian Church. Both are well known in 
the city and county’s social and civic life. 


CLAIR V. DUFF 


Though as this history goes to press, Clair V. Duff has barely reached his 
fortieth birthday, he is already and has long been a noted figure in his native 
Pennsylvania. As an attorney, he has served the nation, the state and Allegheny 
County on various professional levels and now practices before all the courts, 
including the Supreme Court of the United States. He is one of the recognized 
leaders of county, state and national professional organizations and is, of course, 
one of Pittsburgh’s outstanding leaders. His leadership extends into the lay 
Catholic world and into Republican politics. He is a partner in the law firm of 
Duff and Doyle. 

Born at York on November 8, 1914, Mr. Duff is the son of the late Frank A. 
Duff and Frances A. (Clair) Duff, both also natives of Pennsylvania. The fa- 
ther, who died in August, 1933, was the son of Dennis Aloysius and Sarah 
(Callen) Duff. Dennis Duff served with the Union forces in the Civil War. 
The Duffs, who are of Irish and Scottish extraction, settled in the Pittsburgh 
area about 1800. The attorney’s maternal grandparents were Benjamin Clair, 
a native of Sussex, England, and Johanna (Meade) Clair, a native of County 
Kerry, Ireland. 

Mr. Duff, a graduate of York Catholic High School, pursued both his pre- 
professional and professional studies at the University of Pittsburgh, receiving 
from Pittsburgh College the degree of Bachelor of Arts and from the School 
of Law the degree of Bachelor of Laws. From January, 1941, to April, 1942, 
he was on the legal staff of the Wage and Hour Division, United States De- 
partment of Labor, at Pittsburgh, Pa. Called to World War II from his civilian 
pursuits, he entered the 71st Division as an Infantry Rifleman (Private), but 
was later commissioned a Second Lieutenant, Infantry. He also served as a 
civilian lawyer in the Pittsburgh Ordnance District, and as Chief, Legal Di- 
vision, Ammunition Section. He continues as active Reserve Officer and is now 
Captain, Army Ordnance Corps Reserve. 

On January 31, 1942, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Duff married Mary McDonald. 
They have three sons—Patrick J. Duff, born in March, 1944, James Clair Duff, 
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born in February, 1947, and Joseph C., born in November, 1953. Mrs. Duff 
confines her interests to home, husband and children. Their home is at 998 
Peermont Avenue, Dormont, where both are prominent socially. 


As a partner in the law firm of Duff and Doyle, Mr. Duff has a large private 
practice, but since January 15, 1952, he has also been serving as Assistant Dis- 
trict Attorney of Allegheny County. From February, 1951, to January, 1952, 
he was an Assistant Deputy Attorney General for the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. He has been a member of the Bar of the Pennsylvania Supreme 
and Superior Courts since 1941 and of the United States Supreme Court since 
January, 1948. Since August 16, 1948, he has been a member of the American 
Arbitration Association, and has from time to time been called as an impartial 
arbitrator in labor disputes. 


He is a member of the Administrative Law Section of the American Bar 
Association and served as chairman of the Committee on Legal Education of 
the Allegheny County Bar Association from 1949 to 1951 and was a member 
of the Committee on Bar Association Activities of the Pennsylvania Bar Asso- 
ciation from 1950 to 1952, being now on the Executive Committee of the 
state organization. He is a former chairman of the Borough of Dormont Re- 
publican Committee and, a communicant of St. Bernard’s Roman Catholic 
Church, is a member of the Speakers Bureau of the Holy Name Society and 
Advocate of the Mount Lebanon Council, No. 3084, Knights of Columbus. 


His social, fraternal, recreational and other afhliations are with the Pitts- 
burgh Lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; the American Legion, 
Knights of Equity; Ancient Order of Hibernians; Loyal Order of Moose; Fra- 
ternal Order of Eagles; Junto Club, Aero Club, Amen Corner and the Mount 
Lebanon Golf Club. Golf, swimming and flying are his recreations. Mr. Duff 
is five feet nine inches tall, weighs 180 pounds, is broad-shouldered, with brown 
hair and blue eyes (he wears glasses). He is a popular citizen of Allegheny 
County. 


JAMES BROWN REED 


Known to Pittsburghers for more than a half century, the Reed and Witting 
Company is a printing company which may justly claim credit for an impor- 
tant contribution in the development of the city in the period of its greatest 
growth. One of the officials who is currently guiding this firm is James Brown 
Reed, who is well known in the commercial and civic life of his native com- 
munity. 

Mr. Reed was born in Pittsburgh on February 6, 1911, the son of Samuel 
Clarke and Alice Howe (Brown) Reed, both also natives of the city. His fa- 
ther, now deceased, was president of the Keystone National Bank of Pitts- 
burgh. The mother’s parents were James W. and Clara (Howe) Brown. 

The printing executive received his preliminary education at Thomas 


Wightman Public School and Shady Side Academy, from which he trans- 
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ferred to Phillips Academy, Andover, Massachusetts. Graduated from the lat- 
ter in 1928, he continued at Princeton University, where he was awarded the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1932. At Princeton, he was a member of the 
Triangle Club and Tower Club and served as office manager of “The Tiger.” 
He completed his education at the University of Pittsburgh, where he took the 
degree of Master of Literature in 1940. 


Mr. Reed’s career began in 1933, when he became the co-founder of Reed, 
Lear and Company, Pittsburgh, member of the Pittsburgh Stock Exchange. 
He was active in this concern until 1935. From 1935 to 1938 he was assistant 
treasurer of the Frozen Carbonic Corporation, Neville Island, and from 1939 
to 1941 pursued the studies in history which led to his Master’s degree and 
which were to lead to a Doctorate. But, having joined the United States Naval 
Reserve, he was called to active duty soon after the Japanese attack at Pearl 
Harbor. In February, 1942, he began his active service as a Lieutenant Junior 
Grade. He was attached to Staff Headquarters, Fourth Naval District. At the 
time of his release to inactive status in November, 1945, he was holding the 
rank of Lieutenant Commander. 

Since 1945 he has been with the Reed and Witting Company. He is secre- 
tary, treasurer and a director of the concern, which was founded by his uncle, 
Thomas M. Reed, and Leonard L. Witting in 1900. Both the founders died 
some years ago. Mr. Reed continues as a partner of Reed, Lear and Company, 
is president of the Pittsburgh Sales Company and treasurer and a director of 
Mercantile Metals, Inc. He is a member of the Harvard-Yale-Princeton Club 
of Pittsburgh. 

His wife is the former Judith Funston, a native of Minneapolis and daughter 
of George E. and Genevieve (Keith) Funston. The marriage took place in 
that Minnesota city on June 21, 1941. Mrs. Reed has become one of Pitts- 
burgh’s influential women, being especially active in health and welfare work. 
She is on the social service board of Shadyside Hospital and on the dispensary 
board of St. Margaret’s Memorial Hospital. She 1s also a member of the Fox 
Chapel Golf and Window Box Garden Clubs. The Reeds have a daughter and 
son—Judith Adams Reed and James Brown Reed, Jr.—and make their home 
at 1217 South Negley Avenue. 

Mr. Reed and his family worship in Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church 
of Pittsburgh. He is a Republican and a collector of antiques, particularly old 
glass paperweights. His recreation is fishing. A physical description of him 
reads as follows: six feet one inch tall, weighing 195 pounds, with brown hair, 
blue eyes and fair complexion. Countless Pittsburghers have come to know and 
respect him. 


CLARENCE A. FRY 


Clarence A. Fry is a member of the law firm of Kountz, Fry & Meyer, in 
association with A. E. Kountz, William A. Meyer and Alexander Unkovic. 
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Mr. Fry was formerly in partnership with A. E. Kountz and before that he 
and Mr. Kountz were in partnership with George L. Schuyler, long a member 


of the Bar of Allegheny County. 


Mr. Fry was born January 9, 1889, in Harrisburg, where he graduated from 
the old Central High School in 1908. He is also a graduate of both Dickinson 
College (Ph.B., 1912; A.M., 1914) and the Dickinson School of Law (LL.B., 
1914). He was admitted to practice before the courts of Allegheny County in 
1916. For a period of two years, he was employed in the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the old Central District Printing and Telegraph Company, now the 
Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania. 


In 1917 during the session of the Legislature he was connected with the 
Legislative Reference Bureau at Harrisburg. In 1918 he engaged actively in 
the practice of his profession and was subsequently admitted to the Supreme 
and Superior Courts of Pennsylvania, the District Court of the United States, 
the U. S. Court of Appeals and the United States Supreme Court. He has had 
considerable experience in Federal practice and in trial work in all of the 
courts of Allegheny County. He is also a member of the Allegheny, Pennsyl- 
vania and American Bar Associations. 

Mr. Fry is an active Mason, holding membership in its various bodies. He 
is a member and Past Master of Loyalty Lodge No. 696, F.&A.M., Pennsyl- 
vania Consistory A.A.S.R., Syria Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., and The Royal 
Order of Jesters. He is a member of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity, the Pitts- 
burgh Athletic Association, the Frick Park Lawn Bowling Club, the Pittsburgh 
Executives Association, and the Circus Saints and Sinners Club of America. 
He is also active in the affairs of the Homewood Avenue Methodist Church 
where he is presently Secretary of its Board of Trustees and also teaches the 
Men’s Bible Class. 

Mr. Fry married Cora Lee Dilworth on February 6, 1932. Mrs. Fry 1s Past 
President of Woman’s Society of Christian Service, a member of Homewood 
Avenue Methodist Church and the Order of Eastern Star. 

Since becoming a member of the bar, Mr. Fry has resided continuously in 
the East End section of the City of Pittsburgh and presently he and Mrs. Fry 
reside at 7129 Thomas Boulevard, 14th Ward. 


STUART NYE HUTCHISON, JR. 


Well known to Pittsburghers is the name of Hutchison, borne by two gen- 
erations of native Americans who have contributed to the welfare of Pitts- 
burgh. The second of these men, Stuart Nye Hutchison, Jr., has made his 
reputation in the profession of law and in the business world and where his 
father was a prominent clerical figure he is himself a leading layman—in the 
Presbyterian Church. He is also a veteran of World War II and an officer in 
the United States Naval Reserve. His professional affiliation is with the law 
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firm of Kirkpatrick, Pomeroy, Lockhart and Johnson, with offices in the 
Oliver Building. 

Mr. Hutchison, born in Norfolk, Virginia, on August 19, 1910, is the son 
of the Reverend Doctor Stuart Nye Hutchison, a native of Amenia, Dutchess 
County, New York, former pastor of the East Liberty Presbyterian Church 
of Pittsburgh and former moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church of the United States of America, and of Mary Jane (Hall) Hutchi- 
son. He was graduated from Peabody High School, Pittsburgh, in 1928 and 
from Lafayette College, Easton, with the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1932. 
He completed his preparation for the Bar at Harvard University School of 
Law, where he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1935. He is a 
member of Phi Beta Kappa, Pi Delta Epsilon and Delta Upsilon. 

Admitted to the Bar of Allegheny County and Pennsylvania in 1936, Mr. 
Hutchison has since been engaged in active practice, except for the period of 
his military service. From October 1, 1935, to October 31, 1946, he was 
associated with the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay of Pittsburgh. 
Since November 1, 1946, he has been a partner in the law firm of Kirkpatrick, 
Pomeroy, Lockhart and Johnson. He is a director and vice-president of United 
Laundries, Inc., a director, secretary and treasurer of Tristate Foundries, Inc., 
a director and secretary of the Pittsburgh Auto Equipment Company and a 
director of Boggs and Buhl, Inc., Salem-Brosius, Inc., C. R. Rogers Corpora- 
tion, and Continental Commercial Corporation. 

On October 14, 1938, in Pittsburgh, he married Lucy Alberta McClure, 
daughter of Guy W. and Cordella (Elder) McClure. They have a daughter 
and two sons—Barbara Ann Hutchison, born in September, 1939; Stuart Nye 
Hutchison, II, born in July, 1943, and Robert McClure Hutchison, born in 
May, 1952. Their home is Ridge Haven Farm, at Dorseyville, and they wor- 
ship at East Liberty Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Hutchison is an elder. 

Mr. Hutchison entered the United States Naval Reserve as a Lieutenant 
Junior Grade in June, 1944, and was immediately assigned to active duty. He 
was released to inactive status in March, 1946, as a Lieutenant Commander, the 
rank he holds in the Reserve today. He is a member of the Harvard-Yale- 
Princeton Club of Pittsburgh and the Yankanuck Club of Sans Souci, Ontario, 
Canada. By politics he is a Republican and by avocation a farmer and stamp 
collector. 


HENRY ANDREW SHOPE 


The career of Henry Andrew Shope of Homestead has been a most spec- 
tacular one. A professional engineer, he has had the experience of serving as 
municipal engineer for five municipalities simultaneously. He has developed 
water and sanitation systems, built roads and streets and otherwise contributed 
to the growth of countless communities. He operates under the firm name of 
H. A. Shope, with offices at 806 Amity Street, Homestead. 
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Born in Kylertown, Clearfield County, on October 22, 1895, Mr. Shope 
is the son of Cyrus Curtin and Laura (Reese) Shope. His father, a native of 
Goshen Township, Clearfield County, was a lumberman and contractor who 
died in 1918. He distinguished himself as one of the few lumbermen who 
fought the great Potter County forest fire in 1890. The engineer’s mother, 
also a native Pennsylvanian, was the daughter of Dr. Oliver Perry Reese, phy- 
sician and surgeon, and Martha (Hunter) Reese. 


H. A. Shope received his education at various places, some of it after he had 
already begun his career. After attending the Kylertown schools, he went to 
Winburn High School, also in Clearfield County, from which he was grad- 
uated in 1911. In 1912 he entered the employ of the Westinghouse Electric 
Corporation, which placed him in its machinist’s apprentice course at the 
Westinghouse Technical School, Turtle Creek. He remained there a year, 
after which he worked for the corporation. In 1915 he taught grade school at 
Grass Flat, Clearfield County, and in 1916 he went to work for the United 
States Steel Corporation in the Homestead Works. He was assigned to the 
civil engineering department and later worked as a field engineer. In the same 
year he began to take night courses at the Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
and these studies he pursued for the next six years. 


From 1923 to 1926 Mr. Shope was in charge of civil engineering work for 
the Carrie Furnace Plant of United States Steel. He left the corporation in 
August, 1926, to become general superintendent and manager of the F. W. 
Scott Company, general contractors with headquarters in the Hays section of 
Pittsburgh, with whom he remained until late 1931. The following year he 
accepted appointment as superintendent for the Robert Ferguson Company, 
general contractors, but in 1933 became a road work contractor in Sullivan 
County. The year 1934 found him back at Hays with the F. W. Scott Com- 
pany, again as superintendent. In 1937, he began work as an independent pro- 
fessional engineer, working for a variety of boroughs and townships in West- 
ern Pennsylvania. Since 1939 he has been operating out of his headquarters in 
Homestead. 

He has done the engineering work on such developments as Park Terrace, 
Green Valley, Bowman Plan and Fair Haven Heights Plan in North Ver- 
sailles Township and the Riverview Plan, Dravosburg Borough and Mount 
Vernon Plan in Elizabeth Township, the Westwood Plan, Port Vue Borough 
and Gilmore Plan in Wilkins Township, the Hamilton Hills Plan, Munhall 
Borough and Mifflin Manor, in Brierly Heights, West Mifflin Borough, Irvin- 
dale Plan, Ward 31 in Pittsburgh, Long Vue Plan, White Oak Borough, Sun- 
set Hills in Westmoreland County, Ruthfred and Treehaven Plans, Bethel 
Borough, Lambeth Acres, Whitlinger Plan, Lebanon Crest, Park Manor, all in 
Bethel Borough, Thompson Terrace, and Castle Crest, in Castle Shannon Bor- 
ough. 
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Mr. Shope married Twila A. Thompson, daughter of Elwell and Julia 
(Hughes) Thompson, in Clearfield on September 10, 1919. They have a 
daughter and son—Lois Marie, who holds the degree of Bachelor of Science 
from Carnegie Institute of Technology and a Master of Arts degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh, and Henry Andrew Shope, Jr., also a graduate of 
Carnegie Tech, now associated with his father in the engineering profession, 
who married Mary Sullivan and has a daughter, Katherine Shope, born in 1952. 
The senior Mr. and Mrs. Shope reside at 148 West Marietta Street, Munhall. 
The junior Shopes make their home in Munhall Borough. Mrs. Shope, Sr., is a 
flower hobbyist. 


The family attends the United Presbyterian Church and all share Mr. Shope’s 
love of travel. In World War I (1918-1919) Mr. Shope served with the 29th 
United States Engineering Regiment in France. He is now a member of the 
Homestead Post, Veterans of Foreign Wars. His services to the many com- 
munities he has helped develop have made him one of the important figures 


in Allegheny County. 


GEORGE ROTH CRAIG 


By profession an attorney, George Roth Craig is active in numerous other 
fields of interest including education, health and welfare programs, the Pres- 
byterian Church and municipal government. He is a partner in the law firm 
of Shrum, Harrison and Craig, 1508 Law and Finance Building. 

Mr. Craig, a native of Pittsburgh, 1s the son of the late Edward Armstrong 
Craig, also born in this city, a vice-president of the Westinghouse Airbrake 
Company, and Kate Anna (Roth) Craig, another native Pennsylvanian whose 
parents were George J. and Elizabeth P. Roth. Enroute to his law degree Mr. 
Craig attended the public schools of the Borough of Edgewood and Mercers- 
burg Academy. He was graduated from Williams College in Massachusetts 
with the degree of Bachelor of Arts and Harvard Law School with the degree 
of Bachelor of Laws and was elected to Delta Upsilon and Delta Sigma Rho 
Fraternities. 

Mr. Craig has been a lawyer since 1927 and has been associated with the 
firm of Shrum, Harrison and Craig since 1928. He serves on the boards of direc- 
tors of the First National Bank at Wilkinsburg, the Wilkinsburg Federal Sav- 
ings and Loan Association and the Lebanon City Realty Corporation. His 
professional, fraternal and other memberships are in the Allegheny County, 
Pennsylvania State and American Bar Associations, the Masonic Order, the 
Duquesne, Edgewood, University, Williams and Long Vue Clubs. 

Mr. Craig and Caroline M. Long, daughter of Harry B. and Clara M. Long, 
were married in Pittsburgh on September 5, 1930. They have two daughters 
and a son—Caroline L. Craig, Katherine R. Craig and George Roth Craig, Jr.— 
and make their home at 1514 Walnut Street, Edgewood. Their church is the 
Edgewood Presbyterian. 
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Mr. Craig, a Republican, is a former Burgess and now a Councilman in 
the Borough of Edgewood. He is vice-president of the board of trustees of 
Wilson College, a trustee of the Presbytery of Pittsburgh, chairman of the 
board of trustees of the Edgewood Presbyterian Church, vice-president (for- 
merly president) of the Community Chest of Allegheny County, a director of 
Columbia Hospital and the non-profit Greater Pittsburgh Educational Tele- 
vision Station, Inc., and a trustee of the Arbuckle-Jamison Foundation. 


ELRY W. RUDERT 


A national figure among real estate brokers and managers, Elry W. Rudert 
is an honored citizen in his native Pennsylvania and one of the best known 
residents and business men in Allegheny County. His realty and insurance 
office in Mount Lebanon Township is virtually an institution, as is his busi- 
ness name, E. W. Rudert. Much property development in the county must 
be credited to his vision and energy. 


Mr. Rudert was born in Butler County on November 17, 1900. His father 
is William G. Rudert, a native of the same county, now retired from business, 
and his mother is Clara (Fruth) Rudert, also a Pennsylvanian by birth, whose 
parents were Frank and Anna Fruth. Mr. Rudert’s formal education con- 
sisted of study at elementary school and Tarentum High School, from which 
he was graduated. Over a period of years, he added to this education—acquir- 
ing the equivalent of a college education—by night study. 


He entered the real estate business in 1923 and has operated his own real 
estate and insurance business since 1936. He has been retained as exclusive 
sales agent for many lot subdivisions and management agent for numerous 
residential and commercial units. He holds an individual designation as Certi- 
fied Property Manager and his firm is an accredited Management Organization 
of the Institute of Real Estate Management. He was one of the incorporators 
of the Mount Lebanon Realty Association and served as its first president from 
1949 through 1951. He has long been a member of the board of governors and 
of various major committees of the Pittsburgh Real Estate Board and was presi- 
dent of that organization in the year 1953. 


He is a past president of the Western Pennsylvania Chapter, Institute of 
Real Estate Management, and has served as a member of the national govern- 
ing Council and as a national vice-president of the Institute of Real Estate Man- 
agement. He is a director and vice-president for the Western Pennsylvania 
Region of the National Institute of Real Estate Brokers and serves on the legis- 
lative committees of the National Association of Real Estate Boards and the 
Pennsylvania Realtors Association and is also a member of the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance Agents and its affiliated Pittsburgh Insurance Agents 
Association. Five persons are employed by him. 


Mr. Rudert married Helen M. Gould, daughter of Dr. John and Harriet 
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Gould, on July 27, 1927, the ceremony being performed at the Dormont Pres- 
byterian Church. Though primarily a homemaker, Mrs. Rudert is neverthe- 
less active in the community and in the Mount Lebanon Presbyterian Church. 
She belongs to the Mount Lebanon Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star; the 
Mount Lebanon Woman’s Club, the Dormont New Century Club and the 
Women’s Federation of the church. The Ruderts have a son and daughter— 
Donald G. Rudert, who is married and is the father of Thomas Rudert; and 
Carol Joan Rudert, unmarried. The family home is at 209 Longuevue Drive, 
Mount Lebanon. 

Mr. Rudert, a Republican, is active in the Masonic order, and is a life member 
of St. Clair Memorial Hospital. His other affiliations are with the South Hills 
Country Club, The Civic Club of Allegheny County, The Civic League of 
Mount Lebanon, the Mount Lebanon Young Men’s Christian Association and 
the Mount Lebanon Board of Trade. He serves on the board of trustees of the 
Presbyterian Church and is a member of the Naval Reserve Advisory Com- 
mittee. His hobbies are color photography and woodworking. Golf is his 
favorite game. He is exactly six feet tall, weighs 168 pounds and has brown 
hair and blue eyes. His disposition is described as equable. He enjoys a position 
of distinction in Allegheny County. 


EDWARD ROSS LAWRENCE 


One of the distinguished alumni of the University of Pittsburgh, Edward 
Ross Lawrence has achieved distinction in the profession of law and in the 
work of promoting the further development of his Alma Mater. His contribu- 
tion has gone farther. He helped found Whitehall Borough and Baldwin Com- 
munity Methodist Church, in the various programs of which he 1s a leading 
figure, and is Solicitor of the School District of the Township of Baldwin, 
which includes Whitehall, Baldwin Borough and Baldwin Township. His law 
firm is Paul, Lawrence and Rock, 1017 Park Building. 

Born in Emlenton on September 13, 1907, he is the son of Thomas W. Law- 
rence, also a native of that community and a pharmacist, and Lottie E. (Ross) 
Lawrence. Graduated from Peabody High School, Edward Ross Lawrence 
then attended the University of Pittsburgh. In 1930 he took the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts and in 1933 that of Bachelor of Laws. He was elected to Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon and Phi Delta Phi, but his campus activities were not confined 
to these social and legal fraternities. He won an outstanding position in the 
scholastic and extra-curricular life of the university. 

In 1933, Mr. Lawrence was admitted to practice before all local courts and 
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and since that year he has been in active 
practice. His law firm is one of the best known in Allegheny County. He 
serves as a director of American Baseball Cap, Inc., the Pittsburgh Stage, Inc., 
and he and his firm are counsel for other concerns, as well as School Solicitor 


for Baldwin Township. 
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On June 29, 1938, in Pittsburgh, he married Madaline F. Bohlander. They 
have two sons—Edward Ross Lawrence, Jr., and Thomas L. Lawrence—and 
make their home at 4765 Baptist Road, Whitehall Borough. Mrs. Lawrence 
Is active in various programs. She is secretary of the South Hills Civic Club and 
the Woman’s Society for Christian Service of the Baldwin Community Meth- 
odist Church. In this church, of which he is a charter member, Mr. Lawrence 
is associate chairman of the Official Board. He is also vice-president and a 
director of the Methodist Church Union and a director of the Ward Home 
for Children and Munhall Neighborhood House. He serves, additionally, as 
representative at large on the Alumni Council of the University of Pittsburgh 
and as a member of the Council of the South Community Branch Young Men’s 
Christian Association. His memberships also include the University Club and 
the South Hills Country Club. He was one of the committee that created 
Whitehall Borough, this being one of the many services to his fellow citizens 
that have won him popularity and affection. 


WILLIAM HESS WEBB 


A member of the Allegheny County Bar for a quarter century and an 
engineer as well as an attorney, William Hess Webb has made his greatest 
reputation in the field of patent law and in consequence is an important figure 
in the industrial world. His reputation is national in scope. He has been as- 
sociated with the same law firm, through its various mutations, since beginning 
his practice. It is now called Webb, Mackey and Burden and maintains offices 
at 1220 Farmers Bank Building. 

Mr. Webb was born in Scottdale on September 10, 1905; the son of the 
late Austin A. Webb and of Gertrude (Hess) Webb. Both parents were also 
born in Pennsylvania, the father at Carlisle. The mother’s parents were Mr. 
and Mrs. William Hess. Austin Webb was with the Bell Telephone Company 
of Pennsylvania for many years. William Hess Webb received his professional 
education at the University of Pittsburgh. At the School of Engineering he 
was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Science and at the School of Law that 
of Bachelor of Laws. He was elected to Theta Chi and Delta Theta Phi, the 


social and legal fraternities, respectively. 


Admitted to the Bar in 1929, immediately after taking his degree, Mr. Webb 
began practice with the law firm then known as Byrnes, Stebbins and Parmelee. 
Patent law has been his specialty since those early days. The firm changed 
names several times until assuming its present one. Mr. Webb’s status in his 
branch of the legal profession is attested, to some extent, by the fact that he 
has been elected to the boards of directors of the American Patent Law As- 
sociation and the Pittsburgh Patent Law Association. His leadership in an 
area as industrialized as Allegheny County is another indication of the im- 
portant role he has been playing in helping in the development and protection 
of inventions. 
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He married Marion E. W ellings in Pittsburgh in 1932. They have two 
children: John M. Webb, who married Mary Theresa Williams, and Patricia 
Ann Webb. Their home is on Rural Delivery Route No. 1, Sewickley, and 
they worship in St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Sewickley. 


Besides the two patent law organizations, Mr. Webb belongs to the Ameri- 
can Bar Association, the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the Allegheny 
County Bar Association. His Clubs are the Duquesne, University, Allegheny 
Country and Edgeworth. He is a Republican. He has been accorded consider- 
able recognition for his contribution to economic and professional develop- 
ments. 


HONORABLE GEORGE W. COOPER 


Representing the 12th District (Allegheny County) in the Pennsylvania 
State House of Representatives at Harrisburg, the Honorable George W. 
Cooper has made his name synonymous with progressive legislation for the 
passage of which he has fought strenuously and usually successfully. Like many 
another legislator, he entered politics and public life by way of the legal pro- 
fession, but his work as a leader of organized veterans groups (he is himself a 
wounded veteran of World War I) had much to do with the turn in his career. 
As an attorney, he maintains offices in the Law and Finance Building, Pitts- 


burgh. 


Representative Cooper, born in Glenfield, Pennsylvania, on February 24, 
1897, the son of John W. and Catherine A. (Smith) Cooper, is a graduate of the 
elementary school at Glenfield. He also attended Allegheny High School, 
evening classes in Pittsburgh business schools and Duquesne University Night 
Law School, from which he took the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He was 
elected at Duquesne to Tau Delta Phi, the legal fraternity. In World War I, 
he served in the 111th Infantry, 28th Division, with which he participated in 
seven battle engagements from Chateau Thierry to Argonne Forest. He was 
wounded at Fismes on August 10, 1918, and awarded the Purple Heart dec- 
oration. He was a Second Lieutenant in the Infantry Officers’ Reserve Corps 
from 1924 to 1929. 

Admitted to the Bar in 1926, Mr. Cooper now practices before the Alle- 
gheny County Courts, Supreme and Superior Courts of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania and the United States District Courts. Active in Republican 
politics since the early days of his legal career, he served as District Committee- 
man in Mount Lebanon Township in 1932 and was the Republican candidate 
for Prothonotary in Allegheny County in 1947 and Republican candidate for 
Register of Wills of Allegheny County in 1951. He has been active in the 
Mount Lebanon Civic League since 1931 and was first elected to the State 
House of Representatives in 1938, being re-elected in 1940, 1942, 1944, 1946, 
1948, 1950 and 1952. This is an indication of the popularity he has won with 
his constituency. He has introduced, sponsored and battled for many major 
bills, now laws. 
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Mr. Cooper married, in Pittsburgh on June 18, 1921, Helen Lillian Weisheit 
and they have two sons—George Gillespie Cooper, who was born in 1924 and 
who during World War II served in the Air Force in the Asiatic Theatre. He 
was recalled to Service in 1950, and again served overseas in 1952 and William 
J. Cooper, who was born in 1930 and who in 1953 was a law student at the 
University of Pittsburgh. The family resides at Mount Lebanon and worships 
in the Roman Catholic Church. 


Besides the Civic League, Mr. Cooper is a member of the South Hill Post, 
No. 156, American Legion, of which he is past vice commander, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars; Disabled American Veterans; 28th Division Society, American 
Expeditionary Force, of which he is past national judge-advocate; the Mount 
Lebanon Council, Knights of Columbus; Lodge No. 1196, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks; Lodge No. 151, Loyal Order of Moose, and Alle- 
gheny County Sportsmen’s League. He is the author of “Our Second Battalion, 
111th Infantry, 28th Division.” Few men have won the degree of devotion 
from the public as has Mr. Cooper. 


HONORABLE WILLIAM THEODORE CORBETT 
The long public service rendered by William Theodore Corbett has made 


him a conspicuous figure in his native Pittsburgh and Pennsylvania. An attorney 
for nearly three decades, he has served in a variety of State, County and 
Township offices while also conducting a constantly growing legal practice. 
His office was in Suite 1400 Jones Law Building. 

Born on March 23, 1902, the son of the late Mr. S. J. Corbett, who was also 
an attorney, and Mathilda Corbett, he first attended elementary school in 
Avalon. Following his graduation from the Avalon High School, he entered 
Cornell University, where he spent the year 1920-21. Returning home, he 
completed his education at the University of Pittsburgh, taking the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts in 1924 and that of Bachelor of Laws at the Pitt Law School 
in 1927. On December 22, 1927, Mr. Corbett married Helen Topping of Mount 
Lebanon. Admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania on 
September 26, 1927, he began practice in Pittsburgh immediately. On May 
8, 1933, he was admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of the United 
States. 


His public legal positions have been varied. Through them he has performed 
unusual service for the citizenry. The offices have included those of Special 
Deputy Attorney General for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, assigned 
to closed banks, from 1931 to 1934; Solicitor for Sheriff John Heinz, in 1939 
and 1940; Solicitor for the Bellevue School District and Kilbuck Township 
School District and Deputy District Attorney of Allegheny County, under 
the Honorable Russell H. Adams, from 1942 to 1944. Since October 15, 1950, 
he has been serving as Advanced Legal Assistant, Pennsylvania State Work- 
men’s Insurance Fund. He was appointed Judge, Allegheny County Court 
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March 2, 1954 to January 1, 1955. Mr. Corbett’s diverse experience as a legal 
practitioner, public and private, have made him expert in some specialized 
fields. As a result he possesses a reputation which has placed him among the 
top figures in his profession. 


SHERMAN THOMAS ROCK 


Though a native of another state Sherman Thomas Rock belongs to that 
group of people known the world over as the “Pennsylvania Dutch” and, in 
accordance with the tradition operating among them for generations, 1s making 
a contribution beyond the ordinary in many fields of interest. An outstanding 
attorney whose reputation in labor relations is constantly growing, Mr. Rock 
is also known for his activities in the industrial world and his leadership in the 
field of health, especially health education as pertains to the heart. 

Born at Westville, Vermilion County, Illinois, on January 28, 1914, Mr. 
Rock is the son of David Irvin and Katherine (Pringle) Rock. It is through his 
father, who was born in Lehmaster, Franklin County, Pennsylvania, on March 
2, 1879, that the attorney traces his “Pennsylvania Dutch” lineage, for both 
his paternal grandparents proudly claimed membership in this ethnic group. 
David Rock, oldest of 14 children, was, like his parents, a member of the Dunk- 
ard Church. Without formal education he rose from coal miner to top operat- 
ing executive of a United States Steel Corporation subsidiary coal company. 
Katherine Rock, born at St. David, Illinois, on August 1, 1888, was the daugh- 
ter of John and Mary (Steele) Pringle. 

Sherman Rock began his education in the public schools of his native county. 
He was a pupil there from 1920 to 1930. Fora year, 1930-31, he was a cadet 
at Missouri Military Academy, Mexico, Missouri, and from that institution en- 
tered Westminster College at Fulton, Missouri, taking his Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree in 1935. In 1938, he was awarded his degree of Bachelor of Laws at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, New York. His measure as a student at college and law 
school may be taken from these indications: he was national intercollegiate 
debate finalist in 1935, was elected to Pi Kappa Delta (special distinction— 
forensics), Pi Gamma Mu (social sciences honorary) and Kappa Alpha and 
Omicron Delta Kappa. He was appointed to the editorial staff of the Cornell 
Law Quarterly (always an honor for a law student) and elected to Delta 
Theta Phi, the legal fraternity. 

To make his career Mr. Rock came to the state with which he has always had 
blood ties and, admitted to the Allegheny County and Pennsylvania Bar in 
1939, became an associate attorney with the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw 
and McClay, Pittsburgh. His official affiliation with the firm ended in 1950, 
but in between he was in the active service in World War II, having entered 
the United States Naval Reserve in January, 1943, and being released to in- 
active status in January, 1946. In the Navy, he rose from Ensign to Lieutenant 
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Senior Grade. Upon returning to civilian life, he resumed his place with his 
first law firm. In October, 1950, the firm of Paul, Lawrence and Rock was 
formed, with Mr. Rock as a partner. Since then he has been engaged in a gen- 
eral corporate practice, with wide experience in labor relations. 

Mr. Rock married Lenore McKee, daughter of Robert Boyd McKee, II, 
and Edith (Looney) McKee of Pittsburgh. The wedding took place in this 
city on April 25, 1941. Mrs. Rock is active in the Linden Garden Club. Twen- 
tieth Century Club and the social service board of Shadyside Hospital. Mr. 
and Mrs. Rock have two daughters—Katherine Lenore and Ann McKee Rock. 
‘Their home is at 5030 Castleman Street. They worship at Shadyside Presby- 
terian Church and vote the Republican ticket. 

Outside his immediate law practice, Mr. Rock is a director and chairman 
of the board of the Bradley Paint Corporation, a director and chairman of the 
executive committee of the Minweld Steel Corporation and a director of the 
Metaline Corporation. In the field of health, he serves in dual capacities—as a 
director and chairman of the board of the Pennsylvania Heart Association and 
as a director, chairman of the board and chairman of the executive committee 
of one of its constituent agencies, the Western Pennsylvania Heart Associa- 
tion. He is amember of the Long Vue and Duquesne Clubs and includes amon 
his recreations such diverse activities as bridge, golf and travel. Asked to 
describe himself, he wasted few words: “Five feet, nine inches, 190 pounds, 
blue eyes, balding.” Though he has barely attained his two score, he is already 
one of Pennsylvania’s noteworthy figures. 


EMERSON GARFIELD HESS 


For nearly a half century Emerson Garfield Hess has been a figure of in- 
tegrity and skill in the Bar of Pennsylvania. A man who enjoys a “good legal 
fight,” he has developed a large clientele among individuals and corporations. 
Outside the legal profession he is known for his strong interest in his church. 
Senior member of the law firm of Hess and Hess, he maintains offices at 1410 


Park Building. 


Mr. Hess, born in New Salem, Fayette County, on April 27, 1884, is the 
son of Evans W. Hess, farmer and business man, and Sarah Jane Hess. After 
receiving his preparatory education in Pennsylvania, Mr. Hess went to Beth- 
any, West Virginia, to study at Bethany College, where he received the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts in 1905. He rounded out his pre-professional education 
with a year at Yale College, New Haven, Connecticut, where he received 
another Bachelor of Arts degree in 1906. At college he was elected to Beta 
Theta Pi Fraternity. 


In accordance with a custom which was still followed in the early part of 
the century, Mr. Hess prepared for the Bar by “reading law” in the office of 
attorneys in Pittsburgh. This meant not only that he studied law under the 
tutelage of recognized and respected members of the Bar but performed sun- 
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dry duties in their offices, so that by the tme he took the bar examinations and 
was ready to practice he was well acquainted with even the office procedures 
of lawyers. On October 8, 1910, having passed the examinations, he was ad- 
mitted to the Bar of Allegheny County. He has since been in a general prac- 
tice of the law. His firm, Hess and Hess, consists of himself and son. 


On June 14, 1911, Mr. Hess married Nellie C. Lawson of Fort Wayne, In- 
diana, the daughter of William and Katherine Lawson. They have two chil- 
dren. The son, the elder of the two, is Emerson Garfield Hess, Jr. He married 
Ruth Ann Agnew. The holder of the degree of Bachelor of Laws, he is also 
a member of the Allegheny Bar and as his father’s partner is constantly grow- 
ing in reputation as a lawyer. The daughter is Katherine Jane, the wife of 
Richard C. Linderman. Mr. Hess and his family worship in Central Christian 
Church of Pittsburgh. Their home is in the Pennsylvania Apartments, 4403 
Centre Avenue. 


A trustee of @entral Church, Mr. Hess 1s deeply interested in the church, 
its work and its people. He 1s also active in the Allegheny County Bar As- 
sociation, the Masonic order and retains his membership in Beta Theta Pi. A 
man of distinguished appearance—he 1s five feet eleven inches tall, weighs 188 
pounds and has snow-white hair—he is quiet and conservative in manner, con- 
siderate and kindly and really likes people. He is noted for his being em- 
phatic on the right of things and for his striving for fairness in business and 
professional dealings. 


EMERSON G. HESS, JR. 


Throughout Western Pennsylvania, in industrial and other circles, Emerson 
G. Hess, Jr., is known not only as an attorney but as a specialist in industrial 
relations, and as an outstanding speaker, toastmaster and speech instructor. In 
addition to the numerous activities which are the outgrowth of these interests, 
he is a partner in two business concerns, a leader in a variety of civic, social 
welfare and other programs and the guiding spirit in the formation of new 
small business concerns. At least twice he has been officially and publicly rec- 
ognized as one of the extraordinary young men of the Greater Pittsburgh area 
and the state as a whole. In his professional practice he 1s a partner of Hess 
and Hess, Attorneys at Law, 1410 Park Building. 


Mr. Hess was born in Pittsburgh on November 13, 1914, the son of that 
noted Pittsburgher, Emerson G. Hess, whose lifestory appears elsewhere in 
these pages, and Nellie C. Hess. He was graduated magna cum laude from 
Taylor-Alderdice High School, and cum laude from Bethany College (Beth- 
any, West Virginia) and the University of Pittsburgh Law School. In addition 
to his scholastic achievements he was elected to Beta Theta Pi, social fraternity, 
was a member of the honorary debating and dramatic fraternities and active 
in athletics, particularly tennis which team he captained for three years. The 
University of Pittsburgh granted him the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 


491 


BICENTENNIAL HISTORY OF 


He has been associated with his father in legal practice, as Hess and Hess, 
since his admission to the Bar. He spent five years in industrial engineering 
and industrial relations with Westinghouse, the National Tube Company and 
the H. J. Heinz Company. At one time, he was an instructor in the Dale 
Carnegie speech courses and is now head of the speech and psychology de- 
partment of the Robert Morris School of Business. Also, he conducts speech 
and sales courses for associations and corporations and is himself constantly in 
demand as a toastmaster and speaker. He has been the motivating factor in the 
formation of, and is a substantial owner in, several successful small businesses. 
Among them are Barton, McCarthy and Company and Keystone Placement 
Service, in both of which he is a partner. 

Mr. Hess married, in Pittsburgh on June 20, 1942, Ruth Ann Agnew. Mrs. 
Hess is a former member and officer of the Oakmont Junior Women’s Club 
and the Junior Chamber of Commerce Wives’ Auxiliary and is now active 
in the Charter Oak Community Club. She and her husband have three children 
—Cynthia and Susan Hess, twins born in 1948, and Richard Emerson Hess, 
born in 1952. Their home is at 124 Cherrydell Drive, Scott Township, and 
they worship in the Central Christian Church, in which Mr. Hess, 1s a trustee 
and former Sunday School teacher. 

Mr. Hess, active in the Allegheny County Bar Association, serves on its 
public relations committee and is former chairman of its radio committee. He 
is on the Board of Directors and guarantors committee of the Civic Light 
Opera; serves as chairman of the Advisory Committee of Allegheny County 
and member of the National Citizens’ Committee of the Community Councils; 
chairman of the program committee and member of the Committee of Man- 
agement, of the Downtown Young Men’s Christian Association; served on 
the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the Health and Welfare 
Federation; is former President and member of the Board of Directors of 
the Pittsburgh Junior Chamber of Commerce, having also served two terms 
on the National Board of Directors and National Chairman of the Leadership 
Training Committee; was business advisor for Junior Achievement, Inc., 
charter member Civic Salesman Club; has served in various capacities for 
Pittsburgh Welcome Week, Pennsylvania Week, Student Training and In- 
dustry, “Employ the Handicapped” Campaign, American National Red Cross, 
the American Cancer Society, the Pittsburgh Community Chest and other wel- 
fare organizations. He is a member of the University Club, Downtown Club 
and Chartiers Country Club, in addition to those previously mentioned and 
was formerly a member of the University Clubs Squash Team in the class A 
League, he now plays golf, takes colored movies and plays in the Inter Club 
Duplicate Bridge League. In 1950, in recognition of his vocational success and 
community service, he was chosen one of the three outstanding young men in 
Pennsylvania and in 1953 Time Magazine and the Pittsburgh Chamber of 
Commerce chose him as one of the one hundred future leaders of Metropolitan 
Pittsburgh. Such is the success he has achieved at comparatively young age! 
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Since no one man can build his career and make his contribution in every 
major field of human endeavor, Frank Richard Bolte has selected a few and 
in these he has attained extraordinary stature. They include his profession,. the 
law; public service, education, health and welfare and industry. His long and 
distinctive military career must also be included, especially since it was marked 
by arise from “Buck Private” to Major. As an attorney Mr. Bolte conducts a 
general law practice with offices at 730 Frick Building. 


Born at Marianna, Washington County, on January 13, 1913, he is the son 
of Michael and Frances (Zore) Bolte, both of whom migrated to this country 
from Germany. The former was a coal miner at Library, Pennsylvania, for 
45 years. After attending the public schools of Snowden Township, Allegheny 
County, Frank R. Bolte went to Bethel High School. He then studied at the 
University of Pittsburgh, where he took the degree of Bachelor of Science in 
Education, and Duquesne University School of Law, where he took the degree 
of Bachelor of Laws. He followed up with graduate work at the University of 


Michigan, Ann Arbor. 


Mr. Bolte began his career as a teacher in the Snowden Township schools, 
serving from 1934 to 1937. In 1937 he joined the legal staff of the Lawyers 
Title Company, Pittsburgh, and in 1939 he formed an association with H. F. 
Stambaugh as an attorney, with offices in the St. Nicholas Building. The as- 
sociation ended when Mr. Bolte entered military service on September 7, 
1942. He was called into the service as a Private and from September, 1942, 
to July, 1943, was with the 33rd Infantry, United States Army, stationed at 
Trinidad, British West Indies. As he rose in rank, he served as Staff Judge 
Advocate, 75th Infantry Division, European Theater of Operations, from 
July, 1943, to February, 1945, and as Staff Judge Advocate, 89th Infantry 
Division, European Theater of Operations, until December 18, 1945. His 
terminal leave expired March 16, 1946, and he continues in the United States 
Army Officers’ Reserve as a Major. He holds three campaign ribbons, Euro- 
pean Theater of Operations, and the Bronze Star with cluster. 


He serves on the boards of directors of Country Homes, Inc., T. W. Evans, 
Inc., and the Metals Protection Company of Pennsylvania, Inc. He 1s attorney 
for the last-named corporation and also for tthe Daugherty Coal Company 
and Crandall-McKenzie and Henderson, Inc., as well as St. Francis Hospital 
and Ohio Valley General Hospital. He is President of the Lucky Callender 
Com lic 

Mr. Bolte married Ethel Mae Skiles, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William C. 
Skiles of Bellevue, in Pittsburgh on September 2, 1944. Mrs. Bolte is an officer 
of the North Borough Junior Women’s Club. She and Mr. Bolte have one 
daughter, Linda Mae Bolte, who was born on June 20, 1947. They make their 
home at 17 Lambeth Drive, R. D. No. 2, Bridgeville, and worship in Bethel 
Presbyterian Church, Bethel Borough, Mr. Bolte being auditor of the church. 
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Though Mr. Bolte lists himself as without hobbies or recreations, it is obvious 
that public service belongs in these categories. From 1934 to 1942 he served 
as Tax Collector for Snowden Township, and from 1946 to 1953 as Solicitor 
to the Snowden Township School District. In 1942 he was a candidate for the 
Pennsylvania State House of Representatives from his section of Allegheny 
County. He is past president of the Kiwanis Club of Bethel and 1s also active 
in the American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and Kappa Phi Kappa, 
the honorary educational fraternity, as well as in the field of health. His ex- 
tensive public service has won him widespread popularity. 


ALICE DOBSON TOBIAS 


Tall, slim, attractive—with pleasing personality and disposition—Alice Dob- 
son Tobias is a familiar and influential figure in the professional and civic life 
of her native Pittsburgh. An attorney, she is a partner in the law firm of Tobias 
and Tobias, 616 Frick Building. Outside professional circles her activities 
include service in the cause of education and the Catholic faith. 

Mrs. Tobias was born Alice Dobson on June 4, 1914. Her father, Edward 
Higbee Dobson, was a civil engineer and contractor whose birthplace was 
Baltimore, Maryland. His ancestor, the Reverend Hugh Hollingshead Higbee, 
was the rector of the first Episcopalian Church in the Colony of New Jersey. 
Her mother, a native of Indiana, was Fay Earhart Dobson, daughter of George 
Wesley and Nettie (Osterday) Earhart and paternal granddaughter of the 
educator who established the first school system for the State of Indiana. Nettie 
Earhart was a member and regent of Lafayette (Indiana) Chapter, Daughters 
of the American Revolution. 


Mrs. Tobias completed her education at Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
Mount Mercy College and Duquesne University Law School. From the col- 
lege she took the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1935 and from the Law School 
that of Bachelor of Laws in 1947. It was her husband’s influence that led her 
to the legal profession. At Mount Mercy, she was a member of the debating 
team. She was elected to Phi Mu Gamma Sorority. From 1935 to 1938 she 
served as secretary to the president of Duquesne University. Upon her ad- 
mission to the Bar of Allegheny County in 1948, she became a partner in the 
law firm of Tobias and Weilersbacher and since 1953 she has been a partner, 
with her husband, in the firm of Tobias and Tobias. 

Her husband is Edward A. Tobias, also a well known figure in Pittsburgh 
and Allegheny County, the son of Anthony and Anastasia Tobias. The mar- 
riage took place in Pittsburgh in 1938. Mr. ‘Tobias was admitted to the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania and other courts in 1941. For a tme he practiced alone 
and subsequently with partners. From 1948 to 1953 he was a partner in the firm 
of Tobias and Weilersbacher and since 1953 he and his wife have been a pro- 
fessional team as well as a domestic one. He is a member of the Allegheny 
County Bar Association and served in 1952 and 1953 as chairman of the Special 
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Committee on Real Estate Law. He took the degree of Bachelor of Science at 
Carnegie Institute of Technology in 1927 and that of Bachelor of Laws at Du- 
quesne University in 1941. In the course of the development of their pro- 
fessional careers, Mr. and Mrs. Tobias have also developed a family. They 
have four children—Alice Victoria, Fay Anne, Edward Dobson and Gregory 
Anthony Tobias. Their home is on Pine Creek Road, Rural Delivery No. 1, 
Wexford. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tobias and the children are communicants of Saint Alphonsus 
Roman Catholic Church, Wexford. Mr. Tobias serves on the church com- 
mittee. Mrs. Tobias is secretary of the Parent-Teacher Association of the 
church’s school, 1s president of the Parish Council of Catholic Women and 
committee chairman in the Northwest Deanery, Pittsburgh Council of Cath- 
olic Women. She serves on the board of directors of Mount Mercy College and 
is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association. In politics she is a 
Republican. Her recreations are gardening, bridge and cooking. She has be- 
come one of the outstanding women in Allegheny County. 


ROLAND I MILLER 


The distinguished career of Roland I. Miller, the attorney, has included a 
most extensive service with the Federal Government, all of it in Pennsylvania, 
as well as a general practice with large corporations and many noteworthy 
individuals as clients. He is himself a member of the boards of several cor- 
porations and is a leading figure in realty, civic and Jewish organizations. His 
law offices are at 1302 Frick Building. 

Mr. Miller was born in Pittsburgh on July 4, 1904. His father was a man 
whose name is still seen on signs where large construction projects are under 
way—Herschel Miller. He was the founder and president of H. Miller and 
Sons Company, one of Pittsburgh’s largest building contractors, constructors 
of Montefiore Hospital and numerous state, county and municipal buildings, 
the Taylor-Allderdice School and other structures. Born in Lithuania, near 
the Prussian Border, he became a United States citizen in 1888. He died on 
January 24, 1930, in Pittsburgh. The attorney’s mother is Lena (Lazear) 
Miller, also born in Lithuania near the Prussian Border. She makes her home in 


the East End of Pittsburgh. 


Roland Miller first attended the Miller Public School and afterward the 
Fifth Avenue High School. At high school he was active in track, baseball 
and ice hockey, serving as captain of the last-named. In 1925, he was graduated 
from the University of Pittsburgh School of Business Administration with the 
degree of Bachelor of Science and in 1928 from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 

Since taking his degree he has been engaged in a general practice as an at- 
torney. From 1935 to 1939 he served as general counsel for the Works Progress 
Administration, United States Government, in the Pennsylvania State Head- 
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quarters at Harrisburg. In the year 1940-41, he was an attorney in the Com- 
pliance Section, United States Department of the Interior, Pittsburgh; from 
1942 to 1944, he was Chief of the Legal Section, United States Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue, in the Office of the Collector in Pittsburgh, and from 1944 to 
1946 he was Assistant United States Attorney for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania as a Special Assistant in the United States Department of Justice. 
Since 1946 he has been largely in private practice. He is general counsel to and 
a director of The Steelwood Corporation, Melwood-Neville Corporation, 
Beeler-Penton, Inc., and Royal Windsor Apartments, Inc. His older brother, 
William S. Miller, also a distinguished Pittsburgher, is founder and president of 
these corporations. His biography appears separately in this history. 


Roland I. Miller and Sylvia H. Sisenwain, daughter of Edward and Leona 
Sisenwain, were married at Wellsburg, West Virginia, on October 21, 1933. 
Like her husband, Mrs. Miller is active in many fields, being a member of 
numerous charitable organizations, the national Hadassah Groups and the 
Arsenal Health Center of Pittsburgh. She and Mr. Miller are the parents of 
Holmes Edward Miller, who was born in Pittsburgh on November 20, 1945. 
They reside at 4320 Stanton Avenue and worship as members of Rodef Shalom 
Temple. 


Mr. Miller is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association and has 
been admitted to practice in the Courts of Allegheny County, the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania and before the United States Treasury Department and 
the United States District Court. He is also a member of the Pittsburgh Real 
Estate Board, Pennsylvania Realtors Association, National Association of Real 
Estate Boards, East Liberty Chamber of Commerce and the National Fede- 
ration of Temple Brotherhoods. He was a member of the Legislative Com- 
mittee of the Pittsburgh Real Estate Board in 1952. Politically, he is a Demo- 
crat. Gardening, particularly the growing of roses, is his hobby, while golf 
is his favorite game. He stands five feet nine and one-half inches in height, 
weights 175 pounds and has brown hair and eyes. In all Allegheny County he 
is a figure of consequence constantly growing in importance. 


WILLIAM S. MILLER 


The growth of Pittsburgh since 1880 was in no small measure aided by the 
initiative and industriousness of the Miller family, headed by Herschel Miller 
who emigrated to this country from Lithuania in 1880 and immediately en- 
tered the building construction field. For thirty years, or until 1910, he built 
houses for prominent families and commercial buildings for firms now among 
leaders in their field. Although William S. Miller joined his father in business 
as H. Miller & Son in 1910, he had been preparing architectural plans of projects 
and learning the business since 1900 or at the age of twelve years, having been 
born July 5, 1888. Mr. Miller graduated from Franklin Public School, attended 


Central High School and took a special course of architectural studies at Pitts- 
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burgh Academy under Prof. Woolston. He later had private tutoring in archi- 
tecture, and engineering under Prof. C. G. Dunnels. Mr. Miller assumed di- 
rection of the business in 1915 and in the following ten years constructed 
scores of major projects, including commercial buildings, institutions and 
housing. Since 1925 he constructed many of Pittsburgh’s prominent buildings, 
such as Montefiore Hospital, Taylor Allderdice High School, A. W. Mellon 
High School, Westinghouse Memorial High School, Juvenile Court, buildings 
at Mayview, Woodville, Morganza and Shippensburg College. He entered the 
housing development field in 1942 and in the ensuing ten years has housed 
about 1500 families in housing and apartment projects, such developments as 
Millermont with 700 families, Shadycrest Village with 400 families, Riverside 
Manor with 75 families and several smaller housing projects and apartment 
buildings in Oakland. In the period of 1925 to 1950 Mr. Miller’s projects in- 
creased Pittsburgh property values by about fifty million dollars. He was Vice 
President of the Pittsburgh Builders Exchange for many years, and was active 
in the Master Builders Association, Employers Association, Associated General 
Contractors, Home Builders Association, Chamber of Commerce, Real Estate 
Board and at present is to a limited extent active in most of the organizations. 
He was one of a small group that organized the Construction Course at Car- 
negie Tech where he lectured for a number of years. He organized the “Spon- 
sors” giving annual awards to deserving Carnegie Tech students, organized 
the Builders Golf Association in 1928, being the President for two years, was 
Chairman of the Builders Council of the Chamber of Commerce for five suc- 
cessive years and as Chairman of Employers Labor Council is credited with 
resolving many labor disputes during the 1925-1940 period. His hobbies are 
golf and opera, and is at present a member of Westmoreland Country Club, 
Metropolitan Opera Guild, Variety Club, Amen Corner, most builders as- 
sociations, Pittsburgh and East Liberty Chamber of Commerce, Temple Men’s 
Society and worships at Rodef Shalom Temple. He married Flora Zeigler in 
1914 and reared three children, Eleanor and Richard now deceased, and Betty 
Louise married to Dr. Ed. Strem now residing in St. Paul. He has six grand- 
children, Richard W., Thomas and Jory Miller, and Elisue, Jacqueline and 
Robin Strem. Mr. Miller, in memory of his father, recently presented the 
Cathedral of Learning with the “Western Pennsylvania Room” being a re- 
plica of the Ball Room and Oval Room taken from the fabulous Schenley 
Mansion constructed about 1820, and on which site Millermont housing now 
stands. Mr. and Mrs. Miller reside in their recently constructed pent house suite 
on top of the Royal Windsor Apartment building at 222 Melwood Street. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Miller actively support most charitable and cultural organiza- 
tions, and as native Pittsburghers are justly proud to have had a hand in bring- 


ing Pittsburgh to the front as one of the outstanding Industrial and Cultural 
centers. 
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ROBERT ALFRED RUNDLE 


In the minds of most Allegheny Countians the name of Rundle is forever 
associated with broad progressive developments in real estate, industry and 
banking and with leadership in the Bar. An attorney for four decades, Robert 
Alfred Rundle today holds a commanding position among his legal colleagues, 
being chairman of the Allegheny County Board of Law Examiners and the 
holder of other public and quasi-public legal posts. He practices under the 
firm name of Wright and Rundle. 

He was born at Taylor on November 4, 1890. His parents were Alfred 
Rundle, a native of Cornwall, England, who in Pennsylvania was heavily en- 
gaged in real estate development, and of Mary Ann (Wilcox) Rundle. Robert 
A. Rundle took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at Colgate University in 1910 
and later studied law at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. He was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa and Delta Upsilon Fraternities. From 1910 to 1918 
he served as an instructor in mathematics at Carnegie Institute of Technology 
and in 1916 was admitted to the Bar. In 1922, he became a member of the 
law firm of Wright and Rundle. His partner, J. Merrill Wright, died in 1949, 
but Mr. Rundle has continued his practice under the original firm name. His 
office is at 625 Frick Building. 

He was still a Carnegie Tech instructor when, on June 25, 1913, he married 
Garretta Ann Freeman, daughter of Frank H. and Belle (Smith) Freeman. 
Mrs. Rundle is active in various organizations, including the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Club, Rockledge Garden Club, Longue Vue Club and the Edgewood 
Cot Club. The Rundles have three duaghters: 1. Ruth Freeman, wife of Lee 
White Charters and mother of David Freeman, Robert Lee and William 
James Charters. 2. Dorothy Belle, wife of Robert L. Lamborn and mother of 
Kathleen Rundle, Alan Craig and Jeffery Bruce Lamborn. 3. Alice Brock- 
way, wife of William A. Gosline and mother of William George and Ann 
Rundle Gosline. Mr. and Mrs. Rundle reside at 311 Maple Avenue, Edge- 
wood, and worship in the Edgewood Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Rundle serves his resident community as Solicitor for the Borough of 
Edgewood and the School District of the Borough of Edgewood. Of broader 
scope is his service not only as chairman of the Allegheny County Board of 
Law Examiners but as vice chairman of the Committee on Offenses of the 
Court of Common Pleas of Allegheny County. In World War II, he was legal 
advisor to the draft boards. 

He is now serving on the advisory board of the Peoples First National Bank 
and ‘Trust Company, Homestead and Hays branches, and on the boards of 
directors of the Peter F. Loftus Corporation, Page’s Pittsburgh Milk Com- 
pany, Titzel Engineering, Inc., and Brackenridge-McKelvy Land Company. 
He is president and a director of the Lake Lenape Land Company and treas- 
urer and a director of Rundle and Tunney, Inc. His organizations include the 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania and American Bar Associations and the Du- 
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quesne, University, Longue Vue and Edgewood Clubs. He is a Republican. 
He has done much to elevate standards in the legal profession and to clarify, 
for the lay public as well as members of the Bar, various phases of legal practice. 


ROBERT WRIGHT BALDRIGE 
The tall red-haired figure of Robert Wright Baldrige is a familiar one in all 


courts located in Allegheny County—municipal, county, State and Federal. 
He is prominent not only as an attorney, but as a Republican and Presbyterian 


Church leader. His law firm is Baldrige and Silhol. 


Mr. Baldrige was born at Wilkinsburg on November 23, 1909, and comes 
by his legal and political leadership “naturally.” His father was the Honorable 
Carl C. Baldrige, outstanding attorney engaged in general practice, who served 
in t'e Pennsylvania House of Representatives for five terms. Born in what was 
then called Braddock Township, now North Braddock, he was the son of 
John Baldrige, Jr., one of the founders of North Braddock. The attorney’s 
mother, also a member of prominent Allegheny County families, was the for- 
mer Lucy H. Wright, daughter of Robert W. and Lucetta K. (Shrum) 
Wright. 

Following his graduation from Edgewood High School, Robert Baldrige 
went to the University of Illinois, Urbana, where he took the degree of Bache- 
lor of Science in Agriculture. Returning to his native state, he prepared for 
the bar at the University of Pennsylvania School of Law, Philadelphia, where 
he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws. He registered for the Bar with 
G. Dixon Shrum, Esq., the celebrated attorney-at-law, and served his clerkship 
under him. At college, Mr. Baldrige was a member of the debating team, the 
Publications Board and the Farm House Fraternity. 

Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County on February 15, 1935, he prac- 
ticed in association with the law firm of Shrum, Harrison and Craig until May, 
1938. In the next six years he practiced alone. On September 1, 1944, he and 
Louis F. Silhol formed their present partnership, Baldrige and Shot: and the 
firm has prospered in a general practice with both corporations and individuals 
as clients. 

Mr. Baldrige married Mildred A. Young, daughter of Thomas L. and Clara 
(Williams) Young, at Chester, West Virginia, on May 28, 1938. Mrs. Baldrige 
is a member of the Girl Scouts Committee of Murraysville, there being two 
daughters—Nancy Claire and Jane Lida Baldrige. The family lives on a farm 
on Rural Delivery No. 1, Pitcairn. Though Mr. Baldrige operates this farm, he 
refuses to call farming a hobby. In the category of a hobby is stamp collecting, 
however. 

The family worships in Plum Creek Presbyterian Church, in which Mr. 
Baldrige has been extremely active and influential. He was Sunday School 
superintendent from April, 1944, to April, 1946, and served as a member of 
the board of trustees from 1945 through 1947 and from 1949 through 1952. 
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He was chairman of the board in 1946, 1947 and 1952. A registered Republi- 
can, he was his party’s candidate for the State House of Representatives from 
his section of Allegheny County in 1942. He is a member of the Allegheny 
County Bar Association and Verona Lodge, No. 548, Ancient Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons. He 1s five feet eleven inches tall, weighs 155 pounds and is 
thin featured and light complexioned. He has achieved contentment through 
his service to his fellow citizens in his church, his professional career and the 
community at large. 


DON ROSE 


Don Rose has for many years been a leading member of the Pittsburgh Bar 
and prominent in the business councils of this great industrial center. He was 
born in Grove City, Pennsylvania on February 8, 1881, the son of Professor 
Homer Jay and Margaret Jane (Shaw) Rose. He received his education in 
the public schools of the borough of Sewickley. In 1898 he entered Princeton 
University and graduated in 1902 with a degree of Bachelor of Arts. In the 
fall of that same year he entered the University of Pittsburgh Law School and 
was registered as a law student with the law firm of Patterson, Sterrett and 
Acheson of Pittsburgh. 

After the death of his father July 24, 1903, he pursued his studies of law, 
serving at the same time as a land title examiner in the office of Attorney George 
D. Liddle. 

On October 10, 1905, he was admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar and became 
immediately associated with the law firm of Burleigh and Bray, council for 
the Pittsburgh Railways Company. 

After several years he became a member of the law firm of Gray, Thompson 
and Rose composed of James C. Gray, A. Marshall Thompson and himself. 

Mr. Rose’s association with the Pittsburgh Railways Company continued 
to January 1, 1911. Prior to that in 1910 he became an assistant district attorney 
of Allegheny County under William A. Blakely; he continued in that capacity 
until 1912 at which time he resigned to become associated with Charles M. 
Johnson under the firm name of Johnson and Rose. 

This partnership continued to 1917 when he joined with John B. Eichenauer 
forming the firm of Rose and Eichenauer. 

On May 7, 1947 the law firm of Rose, Eichenauer, Stewart and Rose was 
formed engaging in the general practice of law. Sometime later Mr. Stewart 
dropped from the firm and it was changed to Rose Eichenauer and Rose. In 
1953 the name was again changed to Rose, Houston and Rose. 

The firm represents many of the large corporations in the Pittsburgh area 
and has a staff of fifteen associate attorneys. 

Mr. Rose himself has a broad experience in substantially all branches of 
law and is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association, the Pennsyl- 


Seely: 


BICENTENNIAL HIstTory OF 


vania State Bar Association, the Pittsburgh Law Club and the American Ju- 
dicature Society. 

For many years Mr. Rose was a dynamic trial lawyer and successfully 
handled much important litigation. 

Mr. Rose is also active outside of his profession. He is a Thirty Second De- 
gree Mason and a member of Fellowship Lodge Number 679 Free and Ac- 
cepted Masons. He is also a member of the Duquesne Club, the Alle- 
gheny Country Club, the Harvard-Yale-Princeton Club and the Elm Club of 


Princeton. 


His politics are Republican and for many years he was on the city council 
of Sewickley and served as president of that body. 


He is a member of the Presbyterian Church of Sewickley. 

His hobby 1s all sports. 

Don Rose married Jean Agnes Evans December 26, 1907 in Pittsburgh. She 
was born in Pittsburgh January 17, 1888 the daughter of the late Presiding 
Judge John Albert Evans of the court of Common Pleas and Anne (Allen) 
Evans. 

Mrs. Rose is a great granddaughter of Jesse D. Evans, Pennsylvania Quaker, 
born at Kenneth Square. On the maternal side of her family she is descended 
from Dr. John McMillen, first Minister of the Presbyterian Church to journey 
west of the Alleghenys, who founded Jefferson College at Cannonsburg, Penn- 
sylvania, later known as Washington and Jefferson College. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rose became the parents of the following children; John 
Evans, born August 27, 1908 and associated with his father in the law firm of 
Rose, Houston and Rose; Margaret Shaw, born September 11, 1909 and mar- 
ried to William McCune Jr., who 1s in the insurance business; Anne Allen, born 
April 4, 1911 and married to John Kennedy Foster; Donald Jr., born July 21, 
1915; Jean Evans, born September 3, 1916 and married to William Penn 
Snyder II, a prominent industrialist of Pittsburgh. 

Family records show the surname Rose is derived from the flower of that 
name, and these records date back to John Rose who fled England to Holland 
and later came to America and settled in New York in 1720. Thus the family 
has been established in America long before there was a Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rose are prominent in civic and cultural affairs. 


EDGAR JACKSON COOKE 


On April 11, 1950, the Pittsburgh Law Journal announced to the Bench 
and Bar the formation of a law partnership called Cooke and Carroll, with 
offices at 603 Law and Finance Building. Since then the firm, engaged in the 
general practice of law, has moved into a foremost position among Allegheny 
County’s successful legal teams. As a partner in this firm, Edgar Jackson Cooke 
has made a reputation throughout Western Pennsylvania and he now repre- 


506 


PirTsBURGH AND ALLEGHENY COUNTY 


sents numerous individuals and corporations, as well as public agencies. A 
onetime Midshipman at the United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, he 1s 
a Naval veteran of World War II. 

Mr. Cooke was born in Altoona on May 8, 1918, the son of Edgar Thomas 
and Suzanne N. (Johnson) Cooke. His father, a pattern maker, was born in 
Hollidaysburg, his mother, the daughter of Amos and Barbara (Sell) John- 
son, at Roaring Springs. The attorney received his elementary and high school 
education at Latrobe, being graduated from high school in 1936. In the fol- 
lowing year he was a student at the University of Pittsburgh and in the year 
after that, 1937-38, at the Naval Academy. When he left Annapolis, he re- 
turned to Pitt, where he took the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1941. In 
1942, he was commissioned in the United States Navy and until 1946 was on 
active duty. The Navy gave him additional training, with indoctrination, at 
New York University in the year 1942-43. 


Released to inactive status with the rank of Lieutenant Senior Grade in the 
Naval Reserve, Mr. Cooke resumed his civilian education in 1946, studying 
in the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. There he took the degree of 
Bachelor of Laws in 1949. The following April, he and Robert E. Carroll, a 
native Pittsburgher, graduate of the Pitt School of Law and World War II 
Army Captain, formed their partnership, which has since prospered. Mr. 
Cooke serves as field attorney for the Pennsylvania State Department of Pub- 
lic Assistance. 


Mr. Cooke married Patricia J. Woods, daughter of Marshall D. and Mabel 
L. Woods, in Washington, D.C., on August 15, 1950. A native of Pittsburgh, 
Mrs. Cooke was graduated from the Penn High School in 1944 and four years 
later took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at the University of Pittsburgh, She 
then took the graduate course at the university’s Research Bureau of Retail 
Training, where she was awarded the degree of master of letters in 1949. 
From 1949 through 1951 she was employed at Horne’s and in 1950 she was a 
member of the Junior Achievement group representing Horne’s. Today Mrs. 
Cooke devotes herself to her home, husband and children. The Cookes have 
a son and daughter—Edgar Marshall Cooke and Patricia Candace Cooke. 
Their home is at 1495 Elm Avenue, Glenshaw. 

Mr. Cooke is active in a variety of organizations in the county, either in 
Pittsburgh or in the area of his home. These organizations include the Uni- 
versity Club of Pittsburgh; The Fellows Club; Hampton Lodge, Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows, and 679 Fellowship Lodge, Oakland and the Allegheny 
County Bar Association. His fraternity, since college days, has been Pi Kappa 
Alpha. He and his family worship in the Community Presbyterian Church of 
Glenshaw and he and his wife vote the Republican ticket. His avocational in- 
terests embrace photography, carpentry, oil painting and classical records. He 
is one of the younger group of civic leaders who are the dominant figures of 
the future. 


Dey, 


BICENTENNIAL HIstory OF 


WILLIAM WALLACE BOOTH 


A specialist in Federal taxation and Orphans’ Court practice, William Wal- 
lace Booth, partner in the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay, holds 
a position of renown and influence in the Bar of Allegheny County. He 1s also 
active in a half dozen business concerns, in the fraternal world and the field 
of education, and in economic and welfare organizations and is well known 
as a writer and lecturer. 

Born in Pittsburgh on November 2, 1896, he is the son of Harry J. and 
Ella M. (Youngson) Booth, both also natives of this city, the latter having 
been the daughter of James B. and Martha (Parker) Youngson. Harry J. 
Booth was a banker and manufacturer. Graduated with honors from the 
Charleroi High School in 1915, William Wallace Booth then attended the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, but World War I took him away from his studies. He 
entered the United States Signal Corps as a private in 1918 and became a flying 
cadet in the Air Corps, originally a part of the Signal Corps. He served until 
1918 as a flyer with the rank of Second Lieutenant. After leaving the service 
Mr. Booth resumed his education. In 1920, the university awarded him the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Economics, cum laude, and in 1922 its Law 
School granted him the Bachelor of Laws degree. In his high school and college 
days Mr. Booth was active among the student body. At high school he was on 
the football, baseball and tennis teams and was the founder and first business 
manager of the “School Record.” At the university he was elected to such 
social and legal fraternities as Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Beta Gamma Sigma and 
Phi Delta Phi. 

Mr. Booth has been active in the business world since 1915, when he began 
working on an “off-and-on” basis for the Imperial Glass Company at Char- 
leroi. This continued until he went into the military service and was resumed 
after his return to civilian life in 1919. After taking his pre-law degree he 
worked for a year, 1920-21, for the Bloomfield Trust Company in Pittsburgh. 
Since 1921, even before he received his professional degree, he has been as- 
sociated with the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay, which main- 
tains offices in the Union Trust Building. He became a partner in 1935. As a 
specialist in Federal tax problems, he lectures and writes short papers on the 
subject as well as dealing with it in his practice. He is equally well known for 
his Orphans’ Court practice. The business concerns in which he has a financial 
interest include the William M. Bailey Company, of which he is vice presi- 
dent and a director; Von Broco Steel Plate Engraving Company, The Wilkens 
Company, Advertising Syndicate of America, American Shim Steel Company 
and Von Senden Company, in all of which he is a director. 

Mr. Booth married Adelaide S. Lanz, daughter of Andrew and Roberta 
(Skelton) Lanz, in Pittsburgh on June 27, 1925. They have two sons and a 
daughter—William Wallace Booth, Jr., James Youngson Booth and Cynthia 
Skelton Booth—and make their home at 826 Amberson Avenue. They worship 
in Asbury Methodist Church, of which Mr. Booth is a trustee. Mrs. Booth, 
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also active in the community, serves on various committees of the Twentieth 
Century Club, is a member of the Women’s Auxiliary of Allegheny County 
Hospital, of which she was president from 1951 to 1953; Heart House, of 
which she was a director in the year 1947-48 and fund campaign chairman 
in 1947, and of the Federation of Girls Schools Society, of which she was 
board chairman from 1950 to 1952. 


Mr. Booth’s community activities have a wide range. He has been serving 
on the board of trustees of the University of Pittsburgh since 1941 and 1s also 
on the board of trustees of Winchester- Thurston School. He was chairman 
of The Tax Club of Pittsburgh in 1951, secretary of the University Club of 
Pittsburgh in the year 1936-37 and a director from 1934 to 1937 and again 
since 1953. Back in 1920, the year he took his economics degree, he was Archon 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Pa X-O, and he continues prominent in fraternal 
affairs. He was worshipful master of Bellefield Lodge, No. 680, Ancient Free 
and Accepted Masons, in 1927, representative to the Masonic Fund Society 
from 1928 to 1938 and representative to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, since 1945. The growing of trees and 
roses and photography are his hobbies. He votes the Republican ticket. His 


has been a many-faceted contribution. 


WILLIAM J. RUANO 


The legal career of William J. Ruano, some of it in the service of the United 
States Government (peacetime and military) and some of it in the service 
of a big industry, has been confined almost entirely to patent and trade-mark 
law. Today, he is specializing in this branch of law and his operations are of 
such extensive character as to require two offices, one in his native Pittsburgh, 
at 1530 Park Building, the other in Reading, at 530 Washington Street. A 
man who really has two professions—electrical engineering and the law—he 
combines them in his practice. In World War II he used the technical profes- 
sion to make a contribution, as an officer in the United States Army, to the 
development of the atom bomb and to protect, by patents, inventions of lead- 
ing atomic scientists. 


Mr. Ruano, born on April 20, 1908, comes of Italian immigrant parents, 
Urbano Ruano, a native of Chieti, Italy, the owner of a meat market in Pitts- 
burgh, and Maria (Di Nardo) Ruano. After attending elementary school, Mr. 
Ruano went to Fifth Avenue High School and from there to Carnegie In- 
stitute of Technology, where he took his degree of Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering. From National University in Washington, D.C., he 
received the degree of Bachelor of Laws and from Washington College of 
Law, also in the national capital, the degree of Master of Patent Law. 


He began his career as an Examiner in the United States Patent Office in 
Washington. After eight years with this agency, he accepted the post of as- 
sistant patent attorney with the Westinghouse Electric Corporation in East 
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Pittsburgh. ‘This post he held three and one-half years and then was promoted 
to section head in the company’s patent office. He left Westinghouse to enter 
the United States Army (Signal Corps), in which he rose to Lieutenant Colo- 
nel while working on inventive developments in the Manhattan Project relat- 
ing to atomic energy. After the war’s end, he was honorably discharged. Late 
in 1945 he became associated with a patent law firm, but he is now practicing 
independently. 

Mr. Ruano married Adelaide Maffei in Pittsburgh and they have four 
children—William J. Ruano, Jr., Joy, Mary Elaine and Robert Ruano. Their 
home 1s at 2815 Midland Street and they worship in Resurrection Catholic 
Church. 


Mr. Ruano, a Republican, is active in civic affairs. He retains his commission 
of Lieutenant Colonel in the Signal Corps Reserve and 1s the Civil Defense 
Officer representing the Western Pennsylvania Military District for the Office 
of Civil Defense. He is a member of the Pittsburgh Patent Law Association, 
Allegheny County Bar Association, American Patent Law Association, Mili- 
tary Order of the World Wars and Society of American Military Engineers. 
In 1953 he was appointed Chairman of the Public Relations Committee for 
the Pittsburgh Patent Law Association of which he has been a member since 
1950. For recreation he likes to play the piano and the accordion. He 1s a 
popular as well as distinguished figure in his native region. 


ALAN D. RIESTER 


When Alan D. Riester strides into courtroom, office or drawing room, his 
tall (six-foot-three), 195-pound figure makes an immediate impression. His 
record in the professional and civic spheres is even more imposing, for he has 
achieved unusual success as an attorney and added to his reputation through 
such avocational interests as health and education, music and art. He is a 
partner in the law firm of Brandt, Riester and Brandt, 2101 Law and Finance 
Building. 

Pittsburgh is his native city. Born on January 3, 1910, he is the son of Harry 
W. and Anna M. (Guerin) Riester, both also natives of Pittsburgh, the latter 
being the daughter of Maurice and Sarah Jane Guerin. Harry Riester is ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Allegheny County Society for Crippled Children. 
Alan Riester, a graduate of Westinghouse High School, pursued both pre- 
professional and “professional courses at the University of Pittsburgh. From 
the College he received the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1930 and from the 
School of Law the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1933. He was elected to 
Delta Tau Delta, the social fraternity. 

Admitted to the Bar in 1934, he has been in continuous general practice 
since then, except for a two-year period of military service in World War IL. 
Still a Lieutenant Senior Grade in the United States Naval Reserve, he was 
on active duty from February, 1944, to February, 1946, assigned to the Amphi- 
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bious Forces, Atlantic Fleet. He had built a reputation in the legal profession 
before entering the service and since his return to civilian life has won addi- 
tional status. 


On May 18, 1935, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Riester married Mary Urban Lang, 
daughter of John S. and Esdella (Urban) Lang. A graduate of the Winchester- 
Thurston School of Pittsburgh, Mrs. Riester is active in the affairs of its Alum- 
nae Association. Also, she is a member of the Junior Committee of the Western 
Pennsylvania Hospital. Mr. and Mrs. Riester are the parents of a daughter, 
Nancy Lang Riester, and make their home at 1314 Browning Road. They 
worship in the Highland Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Riester is an 


elder. They vote the Republican ticket. 


Mr. Riester serves on the board of directors of The Central Blood Bank of 
Pittsburgh and is general counsel to the Winchester- Thurston School, a non- 
profit corporation. He is active in the University Club of Pittsburgh and the 
Military Order of the World Wars. Through his professional and avocational 
activities he has contributed to growth and culture in his native city and 
county. 


JOHN G. FRAZER, JR. 


A leading part has long been played by John G. Frazer, Jr., on various 
civic and professional levels. An attorney who has participated in the program 
to improve standards in his profession, he is also active in health work and in 
educational spheres. He is a veteran of World War II and practices law as a 
partner in the firm of Kirkpatrick, Pomeroy, Lockhart and Johnson, 1130 
Oliver Building. 


Born in Pittsburgh on March 22, 1915, Mr. Frazer is the son of another 
lawyer, John G. Frazer, born July 19, 1880, deceased April 17, 1942, and of 
Katharine (Reed) Frazer, also a native of Allegheny County and daughter of 
James Hay and Kate J. (Aiken) Reed. In 1937, Mr. Frazer took the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts at Princeton University and in 1940 that of Bachelor of 
Laws at Harvard University. In the year 1940-41 he served as a law clerk 
with the firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay and in March, 1941, he was 
admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County by action of a board of which he 
is a member today. 

Upon his admission to the Bar he became a practicing associate of Reed, 
Smith, Shaw and McClay. The association ended in 1942, when he was called 
into military service. He entered as a Private in the United States Army and 
was sent overseas in 1943. In March, 1944, he was commissioned a Second 
Lieutenant and by the time he was separated from the service on May 1, 1946, 
he was holding the rank of Major. This rank he retains in the Army Officers 
Reserve. Since the formation of the law firm of Kirkpatrick, Pomeroy, Lock- 
hart and Johnson on November 1, 1946, Mr. Frazer has been an active partner 
and he has engaged in a general practice. He 1s a member of the Allegheny 
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County Board of Law Examiners, serves as a director of Boggs and Buhl, Inc., 
and as a trustee of The Western Pennsylvania Hospital and the Pennsylvania 
College for Women. He is a member of the Duquesne Club and is a Presby- 
terian and Republican. Unmarried, he makes his home at 720 Amberson Ave- 
nue. His reputation as lawyer and citizen 1s experiencing constant growth. 


FRED CHALMERS HOUSTON, JR. 


I'wo generations and three members of the Houston family—a father and 
his two sons—have been practicing law in Pittsburgh for many years and, to- 
gether and separately, they have made the family name one of the best known 
in the city and county. Fred Chalmers Houston, Jr., the older of the two sons, 
has achieved prominence both through his success as a lawyer and through 
his work with civic organizations, especially the Pittsburgh Junior Chamber 
of Commerce. 

He was born in Pittsburgh on November 18, 1921. His father, a native 
of Hoopeston, Illinois, has held a leading position in the Bar of Allegheny 
County since the days preceding World War I. The mother is the former 
Fame Whiteside, daughter of William J. and Emma Whiteside. Fred C. Hous- 
ton, Jr., took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at Westminster College in 1943 
and that of Bachelor of Laws at the University of Michigan. He is a member 
of Phi Alpha Delta, the legal fraternity. Since July, 1949, he has been practic- 
ing his profession as a member of the law firm of Houston and Houston, 1128 
Union Trust Building. Another member of this firm is his brother, William 
McClelland Houston, whose lifestory appears on other pages of this history. 
Mr. Houston is legal counsel for the Junior Chamber of Commerce and is a 
member of the American, Pennsylvania and Allegheny County Bar Associa- 
tions and the University Club of Pittsburgh. 

He married, in Baltimore, Maryland, on September 6, 1947, Elizabeth Platt 
Jencks Wrenn, daughter of Harold Holmes and Elizabeth Cheney (Jencks) 
Wrenn. Mrs. Houston is a member of the Junior League of Pittsburgh. She 
and her husband are the parents of two boys and a girl-Fred Chalmers Hous- 
ton, III, Thomas Woodward Houston and Elizabeth Wrenn Houston. They 
reside at 441 Sulgrave Road, Chatham Village, and attend Ben Avon United 
Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. Houston served in the United States Army from February 11, 1943, to 
February 12, 1946. As a member of the Tenth Armored Division, he partici- 
pated in various French and other campaigns—including the Ardennes and 
Rhineland. He is a Republican and sailing and trout fishing are his chief rec- 
reations. He has achieved considerable personal and professional popularity. 


WILLIAM McCLELLAND HOUSTON 


The youngest of three Houstons engaged in the general practice of law in 


Pittsburgh, William McClelland Houston may justifiably point to an unusually 
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successful career, short as it has been thus far. He is an outstanding member of 
the Bar of Allegheny County, a coal company director and the Solicitor for 
the Avonworth Union School District. He has a reputation for participation in 
professional and civic organizations. 

Born in Pittsburgh on January 19, 1923, Mr. Houston is the son of Fred 
Chalmers Houston, Sr., and Fame (Whiteside) Houston. His father, born 
at Hoopeston, Illinois, has long practiced law in Pittsburgh and is well known 
for his achievements. His mother, a native of Pennsylvania, is the daughter of 
William J. and Emma Whiteside. His older brother, Fred Chalmers Houston, 
Jr., is the subject of a biography to be found elsewhere in this history. After 
receiving his primary and secondary education in Pennsylvania schools, Mr. 
Houston attended Haverford College, where in 1943 he took the degree of 
Bachelor of Science. Two years later the University of Michigan College of 
Law awarded him the degree of Juris Doctor. At the law college he was elected 
to the Order of the Coif. 

Mr. Houston had barely taken his law degree when he was called into the 
military service. He served in the United States Army in 1945 and 1946. Since 
his return to Pittsburgh in May, 1946, he has been engaged in a general prac- 
tice of law as a member of the firm of Houston and Houston, 1128 Union Trust 
Building. He is a director of the Steleo Coal Company, a client of his law firm, 
and represents other organizations, public and private, as an attorney, the 
Avonworth Union School District being but one. His professional member- 
ships are in the American, Pennsylvania and Allegheny County Bar Associa- 
tions and his other memberships in the Edgeworth and University Clubs. 

On February 4, 1950, in Chicago, Illinois, he married Josephine Baldwin 
Simpson, daughter of Francis M. and Mayme B. Simpson. They have one son, 
William McClelland Houston, Jr., and make their home at 248 Bank Street, 
Sewickley. They worship in Ben Avon United Presbyterian Church and vote 
the Republican ticket. Mr. Houston’s career, already conspicuously successful, 
promises to continue on an ever-rising curve. ; 


HON. PREMO J. COLUMBUS 


Common Pleas Judge Premo J. Columbus early evidenced the qualities that 
won him spectacular court room victories and major political success. 

The Jamestown Evening Journal, of Jamestown, New York, from where 
he graduated high school, said of him, in part, in an editorial dated February 
aR Be de ey 

“” . . Possibly the particularly noteworthy feature of the debate, was 
the ability at the political style of argument displayed by a young Italian- 

American, Premo Columbus. This young man displayed a fluency of 

tongue, gracefulness and energy of manner that indicate future success as 

a campaign orator.” 

This prediction he fulfilled. The Democratic Party in this County and State 
has had no fiercer, more ardent and eloquent champion of its cause than Premo 
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J. Columbus. From the time he was a student at Washington & Jefferson 
College, when he campaigned Western Pennsylvania and New York for Al 
Smith, in 1928, down to the present, he has been a valiant fighter in the ranks 
of his Party throughout the State. The neighboring Counties of Washington, 
Cambria, Fayette, Westmoreland and Greene, know him almost as one of 
their own. 

The magnetism he displayed on the platform, he brought from the Court 
room where his zeal, earnestness and eloquence won him many jury verdicts 
until he was taken from that arena by his election to the Common Pleas Court 
on November 3, 1953. 

Judge Columbus was born in Chicago, Illinois, on March 7, 1908. His father, 
Peter, was born in Sicily, Italy. His mother, Louise Rizzo, was born in Buffalo, 
New York. When he was three months of age the family moved from Chicago 
to Jamestown, New York, where their young son attended and graduated 
from the local grammar and high school, and where he showed considerable 
interest in running, boxing and debating. He fought a professional fight at 
the age of fifteen, misstating his age in order to be licensed. 

Judge Columbus received his Bachelor of Science degree from Washington 
& Jefferson College in 1929, and the degree of Bachelor of Laws at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh School of Law in 1932. At college he won many honors 
in forensic activities. He was captain of his debate team for three years and 
was elected to Delta Sigma Rho, National Honorary Forensic Fraternity, 
serving as president of his chapter for two years, and was also elected to rep- 
resent his college at the National Intercollegiate Oratorical Contest. He was on 
the news staff of the college paper. His period at law school was marked by 
achievements of similar character. 

Judge Premo J. Columbus was admitted to the Bar of Allegheny County in 
1933. He was appointed Assistant United States District Attorney in October 
1936, and in the ensuing seven years, his tenure there, he prosecuted many 
notable cases with success. He resigned in 1943 to run for Judge of the County 
Court of Allegheny County,—won the Democratic nomination—and was de- 
feated in the general election in a very close fight by Superior Court Judge 


Blair F. Gunther. 


In 1944 he was appointed Assistant County Solicitor of Allegheny County, 
but resigned two years later to return to the private practice of law. 

In 1941, the entire Democratic delegation from Allegheny County to the 
State Legislature—all twenty-six Representatives and Senators—signed a pe- 
tition recommending Judge Columbus’ appointment to the office of United 
States Attorney for the Western District of Pennsylvania. In 1949, he was 
prominently mentioned for United States District Court Judge created by the 
resignation of the late Judge Robert M. Gibson in this district. 

He is divorced and has a daughter, Louise, attending Mt. Mercy Academy. 
Judge Columbus lives with his widowed mother at 4738 Baptist Road, 
Whitehall. 
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VALERA GRAPP 


The Grapp, Kepler, Hoffmann and other families to which Valera Grapp 
belongs have helped make history in Western and Central Pennsylvania, par- 
ticularly in Pittsburgh itself. Through her activities as an attorney, Civic 
and political leader and officer in women’s clubs, Miss Grapp has herself taken 
advantage of every opportunity to follow the public-spirited traditions of 
these families and hence has won a position of high regard among her fellow 
citizens. 

She was born in Kansas City, Missouri, on December 6, 1916, the daughter 
of Edward Hoffmann Grapp and Sarah (Kepler) Grapp. Miss Grapp’s mother 
is a graduate of the Cincinnati College of Music, Cincinnati, Ohio. Her father, 
a native of Pittsburgh, was a civil engineer who was graduated from Pennsyl- 
vania State College in 1911. He retired from the staff of the Koppers Company 
in 1953. He was also a director and treasurer of the J. M. Hoffmann Company. 
He passed away December 4, 1953. His father was a wholesale grocer who, 
in partnership with Herman Behrhorst, operated G. F. Grapp and Company 
on Grant Street many years ago. His mother was Mary Hoffmann Grapp, 
daughter of the founder of the J. M. Hoffmann Company, probably the first 
music establishment in Pittsburgh, now located at 537 Wood Street. It was 
started in 1862 on Fifth Avenue, a few doors from the present location of 
Kaufmann’s Department Store. The Hoffmann business began as a partner- 
ship, Hoffmann and Hoene, but in 1869 this was dissolved and Miss Grapp’s 
great-grandfather opened a store across the street under the name of the Opera 
House Music Store. The company was incorporated some years later. Miss 
Grapp’s great aunt, Miss Antonia Hoffmann is now the president of the cor- 
poration. Miss Grapp’s maternal grandparents were Jacob M. and Charlotte 
(Markel) Kepler, both natives of Centre County. Charlotte Kepler was edu- 
cated at the Pine Grove Mills Academy and Seminary in Centre County. She 
is now ninety-four years of age and is still active and resides with the Grapp 
family in Pittsburgh. Jacob Kepler was in the oil and lumber business in Forest 
County and was editor of the Forest County National Democrat in the 1880's. 
He was associated in the oil and gas business with Governor Beaver. 

Miss Grapp first attended Beechwood Elementary School, but received 
much of her early education at Broadview Academy, La Grange, Illinois, from 
which she was graduated in 1933. While there she was editor of the school 
paper, [he Broadview Exponent. In 1937 she was graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh with the degree of Bachelor of Arts and in 1941 from the 
University’s School of Law, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. At Pitt, she 
was active in the John Marshall Club. In 1938, Miss Grapp, whose talents and 
avocation lie in oil painting, studied at the Pittsburgh Art Institute. (She has 
another talent and hobby: cooking). 

Admitted to the Bar of Allegheny County in November, 1941, Miss Grapp 
opened offices at 1115 Berger Building and launched herself in a general prac- 
tice of law. In 1943, she became trust administrator for what was then The 
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Union Trust Company of Pittsburgh. Since 1943 she has maintained her office 
at 554 Union Trust Building. She was admitted to practice before the Superior 
Court of Pennsylvania on April 27, 1942; before the Supreme Court of Penn- 
sylvania on March 23, 1942, the District Court of the United States for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania on May 6, 1942, the Supreme Court of the 
United States on April 27, 1945 and the United States ‘Treasury Department on 
January 10, 1945. Her preceptor in the early part of her career was George P. 
Kountz, who served as Assistant City Solicitor in 1937 and who was a leading 
figure in the development of the South Hills, particularly the streetcar tunnel 
and the Liberty Bridge. Her practice has grown steadily through the years. 


On June 1, 1950, in Pittsburgh, Valera Grapp was married to Michael O. 
Berman, merchant and broker, and they make their home at Carlton House, 
550 Grant Street. They share, with Miss Grapp’s parents, the responsibility of 
rearing the two daughters of Miss Grapp’s sister, Helen Grapp Siminatis, who 
was fatally injured in an automobile collision in 1948. The girls are Charlotte 
Lucille and Sarah Antonia Siminatis, aged twelve and ten respectively. 


Miss Grapp served as adviser to registrants for Selective Service Local Board 
No. 20, Pittsburgh, throughout the World War II period, May 13, 1942, to 
February 15, 1947, and since October 25, 1948, has continued in this capacity. 
In 1953, she was a candidate for Judge of the Juvenile Court of Allegheny 
County. She served on the board of directors of the Congress of Clubs and Club 
Women of Western Pennsylvania, Inc., in 1953 and is also a member of the 
Young Republicans of Allegheny County, the Allegheny County Bar Associa- 
tion and Pennsylvania State Bar Association. She is a member of Calvary Bap- 
tist Church in Miami, Florida. Her accomplishments have made her an out- 
standing personality of Allegheny County. 


MARGARET M. MORRISON 


One of the better known young attorneys of Pittsburgh and Allegheny 
County, Margaret M. Morrison has made her reputation chiefly in public 
utility corporation law. She is especially prominent in the transportation world. 
Her office is at 121 Seventh Street. 

Miss Morrison was born at Butler on September 1, 1906, the daughter of 
Michael and Margaret (Schumacher) Morrison, both natives of Erie, Pennsyl- 
vania, to which city the family returned when she was three years of age. 
Michael Morrison is a retired retail merchant. Miss Morrison’s maternal grand- 
parents were Peter and Othilia Schumacher. 


After completing her secondary schooling at Academy High School in Erie, 
Miss Morrison entered Duquesne University, where she took degrees in Bache- 
lor of Science in Economics and Bachelor of Laws, following which she was 
admitted to the Bar of Pennsylvania in 1938. Her practice as a public utility 
corporation attorney takes her before Allegheny County and Appellate Courts 
of Pennsylvania, Federal Courts and various State and Federal commissions 
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and boards and other governmental agencies. From 1939 to 1950 she was one 
of special counsel in the Pittsburgh Railways Company reorganization pro- 
ceedings before the United States District Court for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania and since 1951 she has been attorney for the Pittsburgh Railways 
Company. 

Brunette, tall and of medium weight, she is a member of the Allegheny 
County Bar Association, Duquesne University Alumni Association, the For- 
eign Policy Association of Pittsburgh and the Carnegie Institute Society. She 
isa Republican and attends St. Paul’s Cathedral. Travel, reading and the theater 
are her recreations. She is unmarried and makes her home at the Cathedral 
Mansions Apartments, 4716 Ellsworth Avenue. She has won leadership in an 
especially difficult branch of the law and prominence in the community at 


large. 


NICHOLAS UNKOVIC 


A specialist in labor law, Nicholas Unkovic has made his reputation not 
only as a lawyer, but as a writer and lecturer. He is a member of the law firm 
of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay, 747 Union Trust Building. A recognized 
authority in his field, he has served in key positions with professional organiza- 
tions and the Governor’s Labor Commission of the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.Unkovic was born in Chicago, Illinois, on August 24, 1906, the oldest 
of nine children of Kosto Unkovic, a native of Racisce, Korcula, Dalmatia, 
Yugoslavia, and Josephine (Polic) Unkovic, a native of Chicago. Brought to 
Allegheny County in boyhood, the lawyer was graduated from Bellevue High 
School in 1924. Four years later he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at 
Harvard University. He prepared for the Bar at Harvard and Dickinson Law 
Schools and in 1932 Dickinson awarded him the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 

Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County in 1932, Mr. Unkovic became 
associated and practiced law with his preceptor, H. Fred Mercer, 917 Frick 
Building, along with Harry E. McWhinney and H. Fred Mercer, Jr. In 1939, 
he began practice independently, though sharing an ofice with Mr. Mc- 
Whinney, also at 917 Frick Building. This continued until August 15, 1942, 
when Mr. Unkovic became associated with Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay. 
He became a member of this famous law firm in January, 1948. As a specialist 
in the field of labor law Mr. Unkovic has represented various companies in 
the steel, glass, fabricative utility, department store and other industries. He 
has written numerous articles on labor relations and lectured at colleges and 
universities. He is active in all phases of labor law, including court litigation, 
arbitration cases, contract negotiations, strikes and consultation. 

On September 26, 1935, in Chicago, he married Mary D. Clark, daughter 
of John Patrick and Catherine (Coughlin) Clark of Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 
Communicants of St. Paul’s Roman Catholic Cathedral, Mr. and Mrs. Unkovic 
are prominent among the Catholic laity. Mrs. Unkovic serves on the board 
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of directors of the Conference of Catholic Charities of the Pittsburgh Diocese. 
She is also a member of the Geriatrics Committee of Pittsburgh and the Col- 
lege Club. Five children have been born to the Unkovics: Mary Madelon, on 
October 6, 1936; Constance Clark, on December 23, 1938; Christine, on De- 
cember 25, 1940; John Clark, on October 21, 1943, and Nicholas Clark, on 
September 8, 1951. Their home is at 5740 Aylesboro Avenue. 


Mr. Unkovic’s appointment to the Governor’s Labor Commission was but 
one form of recognition of his leadership in the field of labor law. He is also 
chairman of the labor section of the Pennsylvania Bar Association and was 
chairman of the labor section of the administrative law group of the American 
Bar Association. In addition, he serves on the executive committee of the Alle- 
gheny County Bar Association and is a director and member of the executive 
committee of the Pittsburgh Educational Television Station, WOED. He is a 
member of the Duquesne Club, Pittsburgh Athletic Association, Harvard- 
Yale-Princeton Club of Pittsburgh and the Harvard Club of Western Pennsyl- 
vania. He votes Republican. Travel is his chief recreation. He stands five feet 
eight and one-half inches in height and weighs 168 pounds and is noted for 
such qualities as his aggressiveness, tremendous industry and congenial dispo- 
sition, all of which have helped him achieve his reputation as lawyer and labor 
specialist. 


RUTH FORSHT 


For many years a distinguished member of the Bar of Allegheny County 
and the State of Pennsylvania, Ruth Forsht has added distinction to her career 
in her long service as a Special Deputy Attorney General for the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania. She holds a place of great prominence and influence 
among professional and business women, in civic and Republican affairs and 
is known throughout the state for her knowledge of the law, her skill in the 
courtroom and her devotion to duty. 

Miss Forsht was born in Blair County, Pennsylvania on November 12, 1894. 
Her parents, also natives of Western Pennsylvania, were Samuel I. and Annie 
(Bailey) Forsht. Her father, born on February 27, 1862, died on February 1, 
1917. Her mother, who was the daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth Bailey, was 
born on November 24, 1865, and died on August 5, 1946. Following her 
graduation from Juniata High School. Miss Forsht attended the University of 
Pittsburgh, college and law school, taking the Bachelor of Science in Busi- 
ness Administration and Bachelor of Laws degrees. Miss Forsht was elected to 
Phi Delta Delta Legal, Phi Chi Theta Social and the Mortar Board Honorary 
Sororities. She continues in private practice together with her present post 
as Special Deputy Attorney General for the Commonwealth. Her office is at 
403 Berger Building, Pittsburgh. 

Miss Forsht is a member of the American Association of University Women, 
the Zonta Club of Pittsburgh, The Business and Professional Women’s Club 
of Pittsburgh, the Woman’s City Club, Allegheny County League of Women 
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Voters and the Pennsylvania Council of Republican Women. She is also a 
member of the Allegheny County, Pennsylvania State and American Bar as- 
sociations, and the Judicature Society. Her home is at 6236 Fifth Avenue, 
Apartment 201-A. She worships in the First Presbyterian Church of Pitts- 
burgh, where she teaches the King’s Daughters’ Sunday School Class. She 


is undoubtedly one of Pennsylvania’s best known women. 


RICHARD FRANK JONES 


The career of Richard Frank Jones has been characterized by a zest for life, 
a desire for fair play for people of any color or creed and distinction in the 
profession of law. He has given considerable time and energy to improving 
conditions among the minorities of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, especi- 
ally in the spheres of housing and employment, and has done much to promote 
harmonious relations between the Negro and white populations. As an at- 
torney, he is the Senior Partner of Jones, Smith and Freeland, with offices at 


330 Bakewell Building. 


Born at Lynchburg, Virginia, on December 18, 1899, Mr. Jones is the son 
of Jacob J. and Sallie B. (Johnson) Jones, the former a native of Glasgow, 
Missouri, the latter of New Glasgow, Virginia. Jacob Jones, whose vocation 
was that of ice cream maker, was an orphan who roamed the entire West. 
When Indian Territory, later the State of Oklahoma, was opened to settle- 
ment, he staked a claim there, but eventually found his way back even farther 
to the East than his native state. The mother’s parents were Stephen and Jane 
Johnson of New Glasgow. 

The family moved to Pittsburgh when the attorney was still a young boy 
and here he began his education in the public schools. He was graduated from 
Peabody High School with honor and then studied in the Schools of Eco- 
nomics and of Law of the University of Pittsburgh, taking the degrees of 
Bachelor of Science and Laws with honor. He was elected to Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity and the Order of the Coif. Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny 
County, he has since devoted himself to the general practice of law, but has 
been engaged principally as a trial lawyer in criminal and negligence cases. He 
has served as Assistant District Attorney of Allegheny County and held other 
legal posts. For several years he was solicitor for and a director of the Pioneer 
Building and Loan Association. 

Mr. Jones married Eleanor Lee Monroe, daughter of James A. and Zella 
Monroe, in New York City on June 24, 1926. Like her husband, Mrs. Jones 
has a prominent place in the life of Pittsburgh. She is a director of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association of Pittsburgh and 1s active in Holy Cross 
Church (Episcopal) and in the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh and in a 
variety of women’s organizations. She and her husband have one daughter, 
Rose Eleanor, the wife of Donald Eugene Scott. Mr. and Mrs. Jones make 
their home at 592 Oakwood Street. 
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Mr. Jones himself worships in the Carron Street Baptist Church, where he 
was for a long time assistant superintendent of the Sunday School and as- 
sistant church clerk. Since 1938 he has been a member of the Housing Au- 
thority of the City of Pittsburgh, he 1s currently serving as its vice president. 
He is also a member of the Advisory Committee of the Fair Employment 
Practices Commission of the City of Pittsburgh. He was a founder and for 
eight years served as president of the Business and Professional Association of 
Pittsburgh, the Pittsburgh Branch of the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People and a member of the board of directors of the 
Pittsburgh Young Men’s Christian Association. He is a former Director of the 
Federation of Social Agencies, and for several years served as Trustee of the 
Irene Kaufmann Settlement. His other organizations are various Masonic 
bodies and the Pittsburgh Lodges, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
and Knights of Pythias. 


In 1918, the final year of World War I, Mr. Jones served for three and 
one-half months in the United States Infantry. A Republican prior to 1933, 
he has been a Democrat since then. Photography, walking in the woods and 
nature study are his recreations. Asked for a report on his physical self and 
disposition, Mr. Jones replied with a statement that he is five feet ten inches 
tall, weighs usually between 180 and 185 pounds and has graying curly hair 
slightly bald. Disposition fluctuates with the weather. This only slightly sug- 
gests what he failed to add—that he has the usually all-too-elusive sense of 
humor and that he is a citizen highly respected in the city and county. 


EDWARD O. SPOTTS, JR. 


In 1953, The Pittsburgh Press listed Edward O. Spotts, Jr., as one of the SIX 
leading plaintiff lawyers in Allegheny County. This merely suggests the po- 
sition he holds among his professional colleagues and in the community at 
large. At one time one of the Republican leaders of Pennsylvania, he was also 
in those days Deputy Attorney General of the State and Assistant County 
Solicitor of Allegheny County. In his private practice, he has been associated 
with spectacular cases. His office is at 417 Frick Building. 

Mr. Spotts was born in Duquesne on April 24, 1903. His parents were Ed- 
ward O. and Grace Mae (Miller) Spotts, both also natives of Pennsylvania, 
the mother having been the daughter of George and Sarah Miller. The senior 
Mr. Spotts, born on July 15, 1877, in Philadelphia, was a jeweler by trade, 
but he was also in the shoe and insurance business. For more than twenty-five 
years he was secretary of the Tarentum Pennsylvania Business Men’s Associa- 
tion. He spent his early life in Harrisburg, where his family was quite 
prominent. 

The attorney received his grade and high school education at Tarentum. 
In 1924, he took the degree of Bachelor of Science in Business Administration 
at the University of Pittsburgh and in 1927 the degree of Bachelor of Laws at 
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the University of Pittsburgh Law School. On his scholastic career Mr. Spotts 
reports that he was active in Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity, the Cap and Gown 
Musical Comedy Club and the debating team and in tennis, baseball, football, 
basketball and swimming, but he was “never good enough” to make varsity 
either in high school or college, playing on the scrubs or in fraternity compe- 
tition. When attending elementary and high school he worked as a newspaper 
boy; in his undergraduate college days, he was employed at the Pittsburgh Post 
Office and in law school days, he worked in a law office and, in the summers, 
also on 1ce wagons or in steel and aluminum plants. He thus pretty much paid 
his own way. 

In 1927, he began the general practice of law in Pittsburgh and almost im- 
mediately went into politics as a legal assistant to Colonel Charles C. Mc- 
Govern, then County Controller. Mr. Spotts helped Colonel McGovern pre- 
serve Gifford Pinchot’s election as Governor of Pennsylvania when it was 
in danger of being stolen in Pittsburgh, maintaining day and night vigil with 
the Colonel and others watching ballot boxes. He was rewarded by Governor 
Pinchot with appointment as Deputy Attorney General for three and one-half 
years. Subsequently, he served one year as Assistant County Solicitor. 

When he retired from the county office he also retired from politics and 
began to specialize in civil trial work, particularly in personal injury cases. He 
was counsel for the plaintiff in the longest civil trial and jury deliberation in 
Western Pennsylvania. This was the case of William E. Fife versus Local 249, 
A.&P. Tea Company, M. J. Hannon and J. Kenny, Pittsburgh trucking firms. 
The trial, Mr. Spotts recalls, lasted eleven weeks. The jury was out a record 
99', hours and then disagreed with a poll showing that it stood ten to two 
in favor of the plainuff. Immediately afterwards, Mr. Spotts relates, seven 
jurors filed afhdavits that they had heard the tipstaff tell the foreman of the 
jury, who was one of the two minority, “Don’t give in—don’t give in—I'll let 
you know when.” It subsequently developed that the tipstaff had been a 
former president of a union of which the foreman was a member. The news- 
papers called the tipstaff the “thirteenth junior” and the case became the most 
famous civil case in Allegheny—known as “The Case of the Thirteenth Juror.” 

Mr. Spotts went on to win so many cases as attorney for plaintiffs as to win 
recognition in all directions, including the journalistic. Active in the National 
Association of Claimants Compensation Attorneys, he is Tort Editor of The 
NACCA Law Journal. He is also a member of the Allegheny County Bar 


Association and the Pennsylvania Bar Association. 


He married Jane Widmer, daughter of Joseph and Anna Widmer, in Pitts- 
burgh on December 27, 1941. They have a daughter and son—Jane Anne, born 
on October 31, 1942, and Edward O., IL, born on May 24, 1953. The Spotts 
home is at 1113 First Avenue, Brackenridge, and Mr. Spotts attends the Pres- 
byterian Church of Tarentum. Mr. Spotts, who is five feet nine and one-half 
inches tall, weighing 168 pounds, with brown eyes and black hair, is still a 
sports enthusiast. He describes himself as an avid spectator of baseball, basket- 
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ball, football, tennis and other athletic competition. He spends his vacations 
with his family at Lake Chautauqua, N.Y., where he does considerable sailing. 
He is honored in the Bar for his contribution to civil practice. 


MARJORIE HANSON MATSON 


Educated at the University of Pittsburgh, Mrs. Marjorie Hanson Matson 
has devoted her entire professional career and all her other interests to the de- 
velopment of the city. Now in private practice as a lawyer, Mrs. Matson holds 
in her record service as an attorney for the Pittsburgh Housing Authority and 
on two levels for Allegheny County. 

She was born Marjorie Hanson at Clear Lake, lowa, on November 6, 1913, 
the daughter of Jesse S. and Zeta (Hubbard) Hanson. Her father, a native of 
Green Bay, Wisconsin, was a realtor. On August 14, 1936, she was married to 
J. Warren Matson, son of John W. and Nellie (Reed) Matson and supervisor 
of tenant selection for the Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh. They 
have a daughter, Susan E. Matson, born on August 14, 1940. Their home is at 
156 White Oak Drive. 


Mrs. Matson took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at the University of Pitts- 
burgh in 1934 and the Doctor of Laws degree in 1937. She Served a legal 
clerkship in the office of Congressman Herman P. Eberharter. In her under- 
graduate (college) days at the university, she was president of the Women’s 
Debating Association and was a member of Phi Mu, the social sorority. At the 
university, she was elected to such honorary societies as Pi Tau Phi, Delta 


Sigma Rho, Pi Sigma Alpha and the Order of the Coif. 


Admitted to the Bar of Allegheny County in February, 1938, she practiced 
privately until made a member of the legal division of the Pittsburgh Housing 
Authority in November, 1938. She served until June, 1940, when she returned 
to private practice. From January, 1941, to December, 1947, she was again 
in public service—as Assistant County Solicitor—and from January, 1948, to 
January, 1952, once more, this time as Assistant District Attorney of the 
county. Since January, 1952, she has been in private practice without inter- 
ruption. Her office is at 1708 Law and Finance Building. 

Mrs. Matson is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association, the 
League of Women Voters of Pittsburgh and the Business and Professional 
Women’s Club of Pittsburgh. She is a member of the Democratic Party and 
worships at the Glenshaw Presbyterian Church. She 1s one of the outstanding 
woman leaders in professional and community life. 


FRED TAYLOR IKELER 


In the score of years which Fred ‘Taylor Ikeler has spent in the legal profes- 
sion he has risen to unusual prominence both in the profession and in the civic 


and social life of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. From the outset of his 
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practice associated with the prominent law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and Mc- 
Clay, 747 Union Trust Building, he is now one of its partners. 

A native of Bloomsburg, Pa., and son of Frank Armstrong and Mary Eliza- 
beth (Millard) Ikeler, the attorney completed his education at Lafayette 
College and Harvard Law School. From the former he received the degree 
of Bachelor of Arts in 1932 and from the latter that of Bachelor of Laws in 
1934, Admitted to practice in Allegheny County the year he took his profes- 
sional degree, Mr. Ikeler began his association with Reed, Smith, Shaw and 
McClay immediately. In 1947 he became a partner. Many outstanding firms 
and prominent individuals are among his clients. 

Mr. Ikeler married Katherine Kyle, daughter of Arthur and Ina Kyle, in 
Pittsburgh on October 9, 1934. They have two children: Fred ‘Taylor Ikeler, 
Jr., and Mary Jo Ikeler. Their home is on Pasadena Drive, Fox Chapel 
Borough, and they worship in the East Liberty Presbyterian Church. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Ikeler are prominent in the social life of their residential com- 
munity. Mr. Ikeler is a member of the Duquesne Club, University Club of 
Pittsburgh and the Longue Vue Country Club. He is a Republican. From 1944 
to 1947 he was an officer in the United States Navy. The legal profession has 
given him many opportunities, of which he has always taken advantage, to 
serve his fellow citizens. 


JOSEPH G. ROBINSON 


Citizens of Pittsburgh, observing and hearing the name of Joseph G. Robin- 
son, are immediately aware that it is borne by one of the community’s promi- 
nent younger citizens. Mr. Robinson, an attorney for a score of years, has 
won an important position among his colleagues of the Bar and in church work 
and welfare programs. He is a partner in the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw 
and McClay, 747 Union Trust Building. 

Born in Pittsburgh on May 8, 1909, Mr. Robinson is the son of William M. 
and Eleanor T. (Gibson) Robinson, the latter being the daughter of the 
Reverend Doctor Joseph T. and Isabella (Brown) Gibson. William M. Robin- 
son is also an attorney at law. Joseph Robinson was graduated from Shady 
Side Academy in 1927. Four years later he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts 
at Princeton University and in 1934 that of Bachelor of Laws at the Harvard 
University School of Law. Admitted to the Bar of Pennsylvania in 1934, he 
entered the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay in September of that 
year. He became a partner in 1941. 

On August 3, 1940, in Edgewood, he married Frances V. Keeble, daughter 
of Donald and Fannie (Allen) Keeble. Mrs. Robinson, also well known in the 
community, is a member of the boards of directors of the Protestant Home 
for Incurables and of The Heart House. The Robinsons have three children— 
William M. Robinson, III, Joseph G. Robinson, Jr., and Ann Keeble Robinson. 
They reside at 830 Amberson Avenue and worship in the East Liberty Presby- 
terian Church, of which Mr. Robinson is a trustee. 
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Mr. Robinson serves on the boards of directors of the Union Railroad Com- 
pany, and S. P. Kinney Engineers, Inc. Also, he is a director of the Western 
Pennsylvania School for the Blind, and a Trustee of Grove City College. In 
World War II, he served with the United States Army Air Forces, having 
been commissioned a Second Lieutenant on May 19, 1942. He was separated 
from the service as a Captain in September, 1945. He was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal. He is a Republican and a member of the American, Pennsylvania 
and Allegheny County Bar Associations; the American Law Institute, Law 
Club of Pittsburgh, American Judicature Society, Harvard-Yale-Princeton, 
Duquesne, Fox Chapel Golf, Rolling Rock and Ross Mountain Clubs. He is 
giving exceptional service, as professional man and citizen at large, to his 
neighbors. 


EVERETT E. UTTERBACK 


In the public mind Everett E. Utterback is respected for his work on behalf 
of children, especially boys, and for his contribution to the solution of hous- 
ing, juvenile delinquency and race relations problems. He has made his achieve- 
ments in these fields both as attorney and as lay citizen. He holds an important 
place in the legal profession and in organizations which are devoted to the 
public welfare. Among his public and quasi-public offices is that of general 
counsel to The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh. His office is in 
Suite 808 Civic Building. 

Born in Mayfield, Kentucky, on March 6, 1906, Mr. Utterback is the son 
of Eldridge Ross and Monima B. (Reeves) Utterback, both also natives of the 
Blue Grass State, both now deceased. His father was a bricklayer. The mother’s 
parents were [Thomas and Edna Reeves. Everett Utterback took the degree 
of Bachelor of Science at the University of Pittsburgh in 1932. In 1947, he 
received the degree of Bachelor of Laws at Duquesne University. He was 
captain of the University of Pittsburgh’s track team in 1931 and was elected 
to Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. 

Before he became an attorney Mr. Utterback made a successful career in 
group work, recreation and probation, serving as physical director at Kay Boy’s 
Club, probation officer in the Juvenile Court of Allegheny County and as 
executive director of Kay Boy’s Club. Also, in his pre-legal days, he began his 
career with The Housing Authority of the City of Pittsburgh. From 1940 to 
1950, he held such posts as assistant manager, manager, executive assistant to the 
Administrator and director of management. Since 1950, he has been general 
counsel. In addition, he has a large and growing private practice. He is a mem- 
ber of the Allegheny County Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association. 

Mr. Utterback married Bernice Brown, daughter of the Reverend W. 
Roderick and Maria (Rowlette) Brown, in Pittsburgh on June 22, 1935. His 
wife also enjoys wide prominence in the city. She serves on the board of the 
Soho Community House and is vice president of the Pittsburgh Council of 
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Parent-Teacher Associations. A son, Everette E. Utterback, Jr., was born to 
the couple on June 11, 1937. Their home 1s at 748 Anaheim Street and they 
worship in Warren Methodist Church. Mr. Utterback, who is prominent in 
church circles, has been elected to various important offices in civic and 
welfare organizations: the treasureship of the Pittsburgh Housing Association 
and Camp James Weldon Johnson and directorships in the National Assocta- 
tion for the Advancement of Colored People and the Pittsburgh Child Guid- 
ance Center. In politics he is a Democrat. For recreation he likes reading and 
golf. His participation in community affairs has earned him widespread respect 
and affection. 


HARBAUGH MILLER 


Harbaugh Miller, the attorney, has been a community leader in Pittsburgh 
for many years. He heads or has headed, or is an officer, of many organizations 
meeting public responsibilities of outstanding character and 1s especially promi- 
nent in religious circles, in education and in work on behalf of boys and young 
men. His law offices are at 1220 Berger Building. 

Born in Wilkinsburg on July 23, 1902, into an old American family, Mr. 
Miller is the son of two other natives of Allegheny County. His father, Charles 
Shively Miller, was born in Pittsburgh on June 15, 1869, and for many years 
was director of athletics and physical education at the University of Pittsburgh. 
The mother, Ella (Harbaugh) Miller, was the daughter of Luther Halsey and 
Mina (Coulter) Harbaugh. Harbaugh Miller distinguished himself throughout 
the course of his scholastic career. At the University of Pittsburgh, where he 
took both the degrees of Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of Laws, he was a 
member of the Athletic Council and served as sports editor of Pitt Weekly 
and the Pitt Owl. He took the Horner Prize for public speaking and was elected 
to such fraternities as Phi Delta Theta, Beta Gamma Sigma, Phi Delta Phi 
and Omicron Delta Kappa. Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County in 1925, 
he has been engaged in the active practice of law since then, and in 1954 1s 
serving as Vice President of the Allegheny County Bar Association. 

Mr. Miller married Ruth M. Davis, daughter of Harry J. and Mathilda 
Davis, in New York City on November 8, 1952. Like her husband a prominent 
figure in the community, especially at West View—the Millers live at 11 Well- 
ington Drive—Mrs. Miller is active in a variety of organizations. She is former 
president of both the North Hills Music Club and the West View Parent- 
Teachers Association, is a former member of the board of directors of the 
North Burroughs Women’s Club and is also a member of the West View 
Forum. Mrs. Miller is the mother of Marilou Falck, a student, by a former 
marriage. 

The Millers worship in the Shadyside Presbyteran Church. Mr, Miller was a 
member of the Session of the Bellefield Presbyterian Church from 1931 to 
1952, serving as Clerk of the Session from 1939 to 1942, and from 1930 to 1935 
he was superintendent of the Sunday School. His leadership in the religious 
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field is on a far wider scale, however, for from 1951 to 1953 he was president 
of the Council of Churches of Allegheny County. In the year 1952-53 he was 
a member of the board of trustees of Western Theological Seminary and from 
1950 to 1953 he was vice president of the Young Men’s Christian Association 
of Pittsburgh. 

In addition, he was a member of the board of trustees of the University of 
Pittsburgh from 1945 to 1953 and in 1953 was serving as vice president of the 
Kay Boys Club and Shadyside Boys Club. In 1940, ite: was president of the 
Pittsburgh Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, and the General Alumni 
Association of the University of Pittsburgh, and he is also past master of Belle- 
field Lodge, No. 680, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. Though not called 
to active military service, Mr. Miller held a commission as a Lieutenant Senior 
Grade in the United States Naval Reserve during World War II, having re- 
ceived the commission on July 7, 1942. He is a Republican and lists among his 
recreations four outdoor games and one indoor—golf, tennis, handball, squash 
racquets and bridge. He 1s described as five feet nine and one- -half inches in 
height, weighing 160 pounds, and as having dark hair. Through all his interests 
and activities, Mr. Miller has been an effective influence for the improvement 
of the community. 


KIM DARRAGH 


In professional, religious and cultural circles Kim Darragh, though still a 
young man, has already won a position of prominence and leadership. His 
profession 1s that of lawyer and his office is at 1513 Berger Building. He is a 
veteran of World War II. 

Mr. Darragh, born in Pittsburgh on November 6, 1915, is the son of Ronald 
A. tnd Cora (Sneathen) Darragh, the latter having been the daughter of Frank 
and Emma Sneathen of Pittsburgh. Ronald Darrah, a native of Ebensburg, 
Cambria County, is president of the Paper Products Company, Inc., Pitts- 
burgh. Kim Darrah first attended St. Raphael’s Parochial School, on Chislett 
Street, and from there went to Central Catholic High School, on Fifth Avenue. 
For his preprofessional education he attended Xavier University in Cincinnati 
and to prepare for the Bar studied at the Salmon P. Chase School of Law in 
the same city. At college he participated in football and for two years after- 
ward was a professional football player. 

Mr. Darragh is a member of the Bars of both Ohio and Pennsylvania. From 
September, 1940, to March, 1942, he was in general law practice in Cincinnati. 
He gave up his professional career in Ohio when called into the United States 
Army in March, 1942. Attached at first to the Infantry, he was transferred 
to the Air Forces Administrative Officers Candidate School in August, 1942. 
Later, he became an instructor in military law at the Officers Candidate School 
in Miami Beach, Fla. In 1943, he was graduated from the Air Forces Combat 
Intelligence School, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and then assigned to duty as 
combat intelligence officer, 13th Air Force, in the South Pacific. At the time 
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of his separation from the service in 1946 he was holding the rank of Captain. 
Upon his return to civilian life, he came back to Pittsburgh and since 1946 has 
been in practice here, specializing in trial work. 


On April 30, 1949, at McKeesport, Mr. Darragh married Margaret E. Sav- 
age, daughter of Luke and Estelle Savage. They live on Northern Pike, Mon- 
roeville, and have three children—Mary Martina Darragh, Mary Estelle Dar- 
ragh and Cora Marie. All the members of the family are communicants of the 
Roman Catholic Church. Mr. Darragh, a prominent lay Catholic, served as 
president of the University Catholic Club of Pittsburgh i in 1951. He is also a 
member of the University Club of Pittsburgh. He is known for his earnest, 
assiduous devotion to his responsibilities. 


SAMUEL SUMNEY SCOTT 


Motorists constitute one branch of Pittsburgh’s citizenry who owe a great 
debt to Samuel Sumney Scott, the attorney, for he has given legal advice to 
them and fought successfully for legislation beneficial to them through the 
Automobile Club of Pittsburgh for a quarter century. Now general counsel of 
the club, he also has a large private practice and holds public office. His law 
firm is Scott, Neely and Dunn, maintaining offices at 1301 Union Trust 
Building. 

Mr. Scott was born in Duquesne on May 16, 1905, the son of Fred W. and 
Gertrude (Sumney) Scott. His father, who was born in Elizabeth Township 
in 1873, was also a prominent attorney and political figure. He practiced in 
Duquesne and Pittsburgh and was the senior partner in the law firm of Scott 
and Purdy. He was active in local and state politics. His death occurred in 
1927. The mother, also a native of Western Pennsylvania, was the daughter 
of Frank and Elizabeth Sumney. 

Samuel S. Scott began his education in grade school in Duquesne. From 1918 
to 1920 he was a student at Duquesne High School. He then transferred to 
Montclair Academy, Montclair, New Jersey, from which he was graduated 
in 1922. Four years later he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Arts at 
Princeton University and in 1929 that of Bachelor of Laws at Harvard Law 
School. Admitted that year to the Bar in Allegheny County, he was associated 
in the practice of law at various times with A. C. Purdy, G. Richard Klare and 
Kenneth P. Christman. In 1946, he formed a partnership with Thomas R. 
Neely, the firm being called Scott and Neely. It became Scott, Neely and 
Dunn when James W. Dunn, Jr., was admitted to partnership in 1952. Mr. 
Scott is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association and the Pennsyl- 
vania State Bar Association, and has served on various committees of both as- 
sociations. 

In 1930, Mr. Scott became attorney for the Automobile Club of Pittsburgh, 
giving legal advice to its members covering automobile problems. He was 
elected a director of the club in 1949 and general counsel in 1953. In 1953 he 
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was elected to the Executive Commission of the Pennsylvania Motor Federa- 
tion. He is also a director and general counsel of the Automobile Insurance 
Agency of Pittsburgh and of the Allegheny Associates Investment Company, 
Inc., and is a director of Clouse, Inc. Of a more public character 1s his current 
service as Solicitor to the Richland Township Board of Supervisors and his 
former service as Solicitor to the Hampton Township School District. 

On November 16, 1934, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Scott married Virginia DuBarry, 
daughter of William and Bess Torrance DuBarry. Three sons have been born 
to the marriage. They are: Samuel DuBarry Scott, member of the Class of 
1957, Princeton University; Fred W. Scott, Il, member of the Class OL ook, 
Shaler High School, and Richard S. Scott, who was born in 1942. Mr. Scott 
and his family live at 2503 Mount Royal Boulevard, Glenshaw. They worship 
at Glenshaw Community Church. Mr. Scott is active in the church. He is a 
Republican and an ardent bridge player, so ardent, in fact, as to have been 
elected vice president of the Interclub Bridge League of Pittsburgh. He has 
held offices in his other recreational and social organizations, such as a director- 
ship, since 1947, in the University Club of Pittsburgh, of which he was treas- 
urer from 1951 to 1953, and the auditorship of Bellefield Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons. His other Masonic bodies are Trinity Lodge, Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons; Ascalon Commandery, Knights Templar, and Syria Tem- 
ple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He is a popular figure 


in a wide and ever-widening circle. 


RAYMOND RUSSELL GOEHRING 


A product of the famed Harvard Law School, Raymond Russell Goehring 
has been a prominent member of the Bar in Allegheny Couny for more than 
three decades. Now a partner in the law firm of Goehring and Collin, 928 
Frick Building, he has long listed among his clients some of the leading per- 
sonalities and corporations in Western Pennsylvania. He 1s a veteran of World 
War I. 

Mr. Goehring was born at Zelienople, Butler County, on May 14, 1892, the 
son of William A. and Mathilda M. (Dambach) Goehring, also natives of that 
county. After attending the public schools of his native area, Mr. Goehring 
studied at Wittenberg College, where he was awarded the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts. At the Harvard Law School, he took his degree of Bachelor of Laws. 
In his college days he was active in football, basketball and baseball and was 
elected to Phi Kappa Psi Fraternity. Admitted to the Bar of Pennsylvania in 
1922, he has practiced law in Pittsburgh since then, sometimes independently, 
sometimes in association with others, finally forming the law firm of Goehring 
and Collin. 

He married Louise Kurtz Glover in 1929 and they have three children, 
two sons and a daughter—David Glover Goehring, Raymond Russell Goeh- 
ring, Jr., and Louise Glover Goehring—and reside on Maple Drive, Rural De- 


livery No. 1, Wexford. The family worships in St. John’s Lutheran Church 
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of Highland. The church and music are among Mrs. Goehring’s major in- 
terests. Mr. Goehring, a Republican, is a member of the Harvard-Yale- 
Princeton Club of Pittsburgh. Fishing 1s his favorite sport. In World War I, he 
was a Captain in the 325th Infantry, 82nd Division, American Expeditionary 
Force. He is a conservative and dominant figure at the Bar. 


JAMES JOSEPH BURNS, JR. 


One of a dozen lawyers alleged to have trial work in Allegheny County 
“sewed up,” James Joseph Burns, Jr., has been a noted member of the Bar here 
for more than a quarter century. A veteran of World War [, he is well known 
to other ex-service men and has held a variety of offices in civic, professional 
and other groups. His law offices are at 614 Jones Law Annex. 

Mr. Burns was born in Pittsburgh on February 22, 1898, the son of James 
Joseph and Mary J. E. (Cain) Burns, both also natives of this city. The senior 
Mr. Burns, a heating, piping and ventilating engineer and contractor, was 
president of Burns, Fleming and Company and was active in the Master Steam 
Fitters Association and The Builders Exchange of Pittsburgh until his retire- 
ment in 1935. His wife, who was the daughter of Joseph and Margaret Cain, 
died some years ago. 

James J. Burns, Jr., began his education at the Holmes School. Later, he 
attended Cathedral Parochial School, Fifth Avenue High School, Duquesne 
University Preparatory School, Carnegie Institute of Technology and Du- 
quesne University School of Law. From the last-named institution he re- 
ceived the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1926. At Carnegie Tech, he was a 
member of The Commons Club and was active in intermural debating. 


On January 25, 1924, in Pittsburgh, he married Ann M. Muldowney, daugh- 
ter of Thomas J. and Annie (McNelis) Muldowney. Five children were born 
to them—William J. Burns, who married Patricia Coyle and is the father of 
Philip and Ann Ellen Burns, Joan A., the wife of James Plunkett and mother of 
Rebecca Ann Plunkett; Mary Gail Burns; James Joseph Burns, II, and Brian 
J. Burns. The family home is at 6689 W oodwell Street and the family church 
‘s St. Bedes Roman Catholic, of which the Burnses have been reg ilar attendan‘s 
for years. Mrs. Burns 1s active in various charitable and church societies. 


Mr. Burns, admitted to the Bar of Pennsylvania in 1927, has been an active 
trial lawyer through the years. He is a member of the Allegheny County Bar 
Association, Pennsylvania Bar Association and the American Bar Association, 
being active in various sections of the last-named organization. He is also a 
member of Post No. 5, American Legion. He ts an independent Republican and 
photography 1s his hobby. Standing five feet eleven inches in height, he weighs 
170 pounds, has dark brown eyes, steel gray hair and a fair complexion. His 
carriage 1s erect and he is one of the most energetic individuals in a courtroom. 
His fame as a trial lawyer has spread far beyond the boundries of Allegheny 
County. 
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HARVEY ELLIOTT SCHAUFFLER, JR. 


The Schauffler family was among the earliest settlers 1n southwestern Penn- 
sylvania and an important contribution to the development of the region has 
been made by each generation. Among the younger leaders of Allegheny 
County today, Harvey Elliott Schauffler, Jr., is maintaining the family tradition 
of public service. He is doing this through a vigorous practice of the law and 
through his activities outside the profession. In World War II, he was one of 
the officers of “cloak and dagger” (counter-intelligence) units which did so 
much to thwart the enemy. 


Mr. Schauffler was born at Glassport on June 29, 1916, the son of Harvey 
Elliott and Ada (Barlow) Schauffler. His father, a native of Mindon, Fayette 
County, where the Schauffler family actually settled in the early days, 1s a 
clerk in the Allegheny County Traffic Division. The mother is the daughter 
of Enoch and Sara Ann (Downes) Barlow. The educational career of the 
attorney was marked by some outstanding achievements. When he was gradu- 
ated from the Glassport High School, he received the American Legion School 
Award. In 1934, he won the national forensic oratorical (original) champion- 
ship at Topeka, Kansas. He went on to take the Bachelor of Arts degree at 
the College of the University of Pittsburgh and the Bachelor of Laws degree 
at the School of Law. 

On July 6, 1942, he enlisted in the United States Army and, at his request, 
was made a Special Agent in the Counter-Intelligence Corps in November of 
the same year. In 1944, he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Army 
Air Forces and by the time he was separated from the service in April, 1946, 
he was a Captain in the Air Forces Intelligence. He held these enlisted ranks 
as a non-commissioned officer before receiving his first commission: corporal, 
sergeant, staff sergeant and technical sergeant. In November, 1946, Mr. Schauf- 
fler established himself in the practice of law, with offices at 604 Monongahela 
Avenue, Glassport, and 221 Bakewell Building, Pittsburgh. His practice is of 
a general character and most active. 

Mr. Schauffler is the Solicitor for the Glassport Chamber of Commerce. He 
is national vice president and a member of the board of directors of the Na- 
tional Counter-Intelligence Corps Association. He 1s also active in the Ameri- 
can Legion, the Pittsburgh Playhouse, Pittsburgh Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation, Pittsburgh Athletic Association, Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce 
and the Pittsburgh Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He wor- 
ships at Glassport First Methodist Church and makes his home at 506 Marie 
Avenue, Otto, Glassport. A Democrat, he finds recreational interest in actively 
playing golf and basketball, in swimming and in reading historical novels. He 
is five feet eleven inches tall, weighs 162 pounds and has brown hair. He is 
unmarried. An indication of his public interest and of the contribution he 1s 
making may be found in the fact that his hobby 1s the active part he takes in the 
program of the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce. 
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JOHN OLIVER TUCKEY 


Engineering has been the engrossing life interest of John Oliver Tuckey 
and for three decades he has applied his technical skills to the service of the 
nation, in peace and war, in uniform and in mufti. He is one of the founders, 
now serving as president, of Tuckey and Davies, Inc., the progressive engi- 
neering firm with offices at Shaler and Wabash Avenues. He and his firm have 
handled contracts for some of the most important construction projects in 
Allegheny County and elsewhere. 

Born in Pittsburgh on March 29, 1910, Mr. Tuckey is the son of another 
engineer, now retired, John T. Tuckey, also a native of Pittsburgh but pres- 
ently making his home in Alhambra, California, near Los Angeles. The mother 
is the former Mary J. Shannon, daughter of Thomas and Catherine Shannon. 
John O. Tuckey was graduated from the Aspinwall High School. He began 
his career at an early age but continued his education in night sessions, attend- 
ing Carnegie Institute of Technology and the University of Pittsburgh. 

In 1926, when he was sixteen, he entered the employ of the Blaw Knox 
Company and was assigned to the engineering department. He remained with 
this concern until 1940, when he resigned to go to Detroit as a member of 
the engineering staff of the R. C. Mahon Company. The following year he 
returned to Pittsburgh to work for the Summer Engineering Company, with 
which he remained also for one year, resigning in 1942 to join the United 
States Navy’s famed Construction Battalions (SeaBees). He saw service in 
both the European and Pacific Theaters of War and remained throughout 
American participation in World War IL. Upon his release to inactive status in 
1945, he joined the Rust Furnace Company in Pittsburgh and there remained 
until in 1951 he and J. K. Davies organized Tuckey and Davies, Inc., of which 
Mr. Tuckey later became president. 

Mr. Tuckey is a widower. His wife was the former Dottie M. Dietrich, 
daughter of Leslie and Elizabeth Dietrich. He lives alone at 7132 McPherson 
Boulevard and worships as a Protestant. In politics he is a Republican. Bowling 
and reading are his favorite participation sports, but he is an enthusiastic spec- 
tator at most other athletic events. He is six feet tall, weighs 200 pounds and 
has blue eyes and brown hair. He describes himself as the possessor of a “rea- 
sonably normal disposition.” Through his professional engineering activities 
he has been participating in the contemporary development of his native area. 


DOROTHEA M. WAGNER 


A leader among business and professional women, Dorothea M. Wagner 
has also long held a dominant position in the Bar of Pennsylvania. For many 
years in practice with her husband, she has, since his death in 1950, operated 
in her profession alone, with offices at 1511 Berger Building. 

The former Dorothea Mansmann, Mrs. Wagner was born in Pittsburgh on 
March 17, 1900. Her parents were Albert J. and Agnes (Gloekler) Mans- 
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mann. Her father, a native of Germany was a merchant all his adult life, and 
was president of the Albert J. Mansmann Company until his death on De- 
cember 12, 1951. The mother’s parents were Bernard and Mary Agnes Gloek- 
ler. Mrs. Wagner completed her education at the University of Pittsburgh, 
taking the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1925 and that of Bachelor of Laws 
in 1930. She received all of her higher education, as well as her professional 
training, after her marriage and in the period she was bringing up young chil- 
dren and making a home for them and her husband. 

She and Samuel G. Wagner, the prominent attorney who died on April 15, 
1950, were married on July 31, 1920. The children, two sons and four daugh- 
ters, are: Frederick Albert Wagner, who married Violet Kipela and has one 
son, Erik C. Wagner; Dorothea Rose, wife of John J. Homan and mother of 
a daughter and son, Pamela Homan and John J. Homan, Jr.; Wilma Blanche, 
wife of William H. Kane and mother of a daughter and son, Dorothea Alice 
Kane and William H. Kane, Jr., Samuel G. Wagner, Jr., who married Frances 
Byrne and has three daughters and a son, Catherine Wagner, Patricia Wagner, 
Albert J. W: agner and Nancy Wagner; Mary Frances, Ale of Caleb Marshall; 
and Margaret Jean Wagner, unmarried. Mrs. W agner and her cnavaned 
daughter reside at Cathedral Mansions. 

Upon her admission to the Bar in 1930, Mrs. Wagner joined her husband in 
a general practice of the law, under the firm name of Wagner and Wagner. 
She has been admitted to all the county and state courts, from the lowest to 
the highest jurisdiction, and to the Supreme Court of the United States. Also, 
she is credit manager for the Iron City Sand and Gravel Corporation. Her 
activities have made her well known among lay Catholics (she is a communi- 
cant of St. Paul’s Cathedral) and an influential figure in women’s groups. She 
was president of the Altrusa Club of Pittsburgh in 1942 and continues most 
active in that club as well as Altrusa International as a whole and in 1943 was 
governor of the North Atlantic Province, Theta Phi Alpha Sorority, having 
been first president of its Kappa Chapter. She is also a member of the Uni- 
versity Catholic Club, the Pennsylvania Bar Association and the Allegheny 
County Bar Association. Mrs. Wagner’s name is one of significance in Pitts- 


burgh and Allegheny County. 


ROBERT A. DOYLE 


Behind him a distinguished scholastic and military career, Robert A. Doyle 
has been steadily moving up the ladder of a distinguished political and profes- 
sional career. Formerly a member of the staffs of the FBI and the Attorney 
General of Pennsylvania, he is now in private practice as an attorney at law, 
making a reputation not only in the Bar but as a speaker and as a Republican, 
fraternal and lay Catholic leader. His law office is at 509 Union Trust Building. 

Mr. Doyle, born at Latrobe on January 31, 1918, is the son of John J. and 
Mary S. (Shandel) Doyle. His father, a native of Glenham, New York, was 


a clerk and was himself the son of an Irish cobbler and shoemaker from County 
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Limerick. Robert A. Doyle received his preprofessional education in the Col- 
lege of the University of Pittsburgh, where he was awarded the Bachelor of 
Arts degree. He followed up with study at the University’s School of Law, 
where he took the degree of Bachelor of Laws, and with graduate work in 
the University of Pennsylvania College of Law in Philadelphia. He became 
secretary of Phi Kappa Fraternity, of which he 1s now a life member. He 
served as editor-in-chief of the University of Pittsburgh Law Review and 
was assistant manager of the University’s wrestling team. Also, he was elected 
to Pi Sigma Alpha, the honorary political science fraternity, and to the John 
Marshall and Cap and Gown Clubs. 

His first post was that of Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, attached, successively, to the New York City, St. Louis, Dallas, Los 
Angeles and Washington field offices. He received military leave from the 
FBI to enlist in the United States Army in 1944 and became a combat infantry- 
man, and as such participated in the Ardennes, Northern France and Rhine- 
Germany campaigns. He received the Bronze Star and the 422nd Infantry 
Unit Citation. Captured by the Nazis, he was a prisoner of war in Germany 
until the surrender in 1945. In 1949, after he had returned to civilian life, he 
received a direct commission as a First Lieutenant in the Judge-Advocate 
General Corps and in 1953 was promoted to Captain. He continues holding 
this commission as an active reservist in the 2114th Army Service Unit, Judge- 
Advocate General Corps, for which he is purchasing and contracting officer. 

In 1947, he was admitted to practice before all State and Federal Courts 
and has been engaged actively in his profession since then. He served as Deputy 
Attorney General, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in 1951 and 1952. Active 
in the Republican Party, he was its candidate for the Pittsburgh City Council 
in 1953, and in the final returns led the entire city ticket. He served on the 
Lawyers’ Education Committee, Allegheny County Bar Association, and 1s 
also a member of the Pennsylvania State Bar Association and the Academy 
of Political and Social Sciences. 

Mr. Doyle married Frances J. Parker, daughter of Raymond F. and Sarah 
F. Parker, in Pittsburgh in 1943. They have five children—Kathleen Anne, 
John J., Sarah F., Thomas R., and Mary M. Doyle. Their home 1s at 230 
Hornaday Road and they are all communicants of the Roman Catholic Church. 
A noted figure in the Church, Mr. Doyle serves on the Speakers Bureau of the 
Holy Name Society of the Pittsburgh Diocese and 1s a third degree member 
of the Knights of Columbus. 

He is a member of the board of trustees of the Knoxville Lodge, Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, and also belongs to the Carrick Aerie, Fraternal 
Order of Eagles; Carrick-Brentwood Post, No. 725, American Legion, Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars, and the University of Pittsburgh Alumni Association. 
Baseball is his favorite game. He is five feet eleven and one-half inches tall 
and weighs 190 pounds. A popular member of the community, he is a citizen 
whose activities have been exceedingly valuable to his fellow citizens. 
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EDGAR W. MEYERS, JR. 


The production of electronic air cleaning devices, which have found their 
way into numerous homes, office buildings and industrial plants in the United 
States and other countries, is the business of Edgar W. “Bud” Meyers, Jr. A 
man who married at the age of nineteen and set himself a series of goals to be 
achieved at certain intervals in his life and who appears to have “made” every 
one of the goals thus far, he is a successful and important figure in the industrial 
world. One of the three founders of Trion, Inc., with plant at McKees Rocks, 
Pa., he is president of that rapidly growing concern. 

Mr. Meyers was born in Pittsburgh on July 5, 1911, the son of Edgar W. and 
Beatrice (Schmitt) Meyers, both also natives of this city. His father, also an 
industrialist, was an officer in many firms, including the Rockwell Manufactur- 
ing Company. The mother is the daughter of the late Theodore and Katherine 
Schmitt. “Bud” Meyers distinguished himself even in his scholastic days. 
Skilled as orator and writer, he was president of the senior class at Carrick 
High School, delivering the valedictory address at his commencement and the 
welcome speech to parents at the Class Play. He further distinguished him- 
self at the University of Pittsburgh School of Business Administration. 

In his second year at Pitt he met Orca Marie Geyer, daughter of Albert R. 
and Orca (Alexander) Geyer. She was a Dormont girl and Mr. Meyers met 
her on a “blind date” when friends urged him to drive them to a house with 
a regulation-size pool table. On January 13, 1931, they were wed secretly at 
Wellsburg, West Virginia. This was about eighteen months before Mr. Meyers 
completed his studies at Pitt. Today, he and his wife, who reside at 20 Forest 
Glen, Pittsburgh, have two daughters and a son—Nancy Lee, Orca Karel and 
Grant Robert Meyers. 

Marriage was the compelling force behind the “progress charts,” or goals, 
which Mr. Meyers created for his career. The chart called for his earning 
$2500 annually at the age of 20, double that at 25 and so on, today he should 
be earning $50,000 or more, under that schedule. From 1932 to 1936 he was 
with the Pittsburgh Equitable Meter Company, working as machinist, time- 
keeper, industrial engineer and accountant. Here he achieved the first of his 
goals. One of Mrs. Meyers’ former beaus, George Landgraf, then chief metal- 
lurgist at the Lebanon Steel Foundry at Lebanon, Pennsylvania, helped him 
to the next rung of his charted ladder. In 1936, Mr. Meyers went to work 
at the Lebanon Plant, where he rose from cost accountant to assistant to the 
president. 

In 1938, he resigned to associate himself with the Rockwell Manufacturing 
Company and its subsidiaries. He had worked briefly for this company at an 
earlier age, but had left because he felt any success he would achieve there 
would be the result of “trading on family prestige.” Non-members of the 
Meyers family persuaded him to return in 1938 and in the next eight years 
he went from controller to vice president and a directorship. In this period 
he and his progress chart kept well abreast of each other. In the World War II 
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period, Mr. Meyers was acting president “without portfolio” of Rockwell, 
due to the fact that all five top members of its executive board had joined some 
branch of the service, including the founder, Colonel Willard Rockwell. Mr. 
Meyers himself, having already become the father of three children, was de- 
ferred. From 1943 to 1945 he functioned under the direction of Colonel Rock- 
well, who made weekend trips home from his Washington headquarters to 
consult with Mr. Meyers. Mr. Meyers credits most of his present success to 
training under Colonel Rockwell, whom he calls a “genius of timing and 
detail.” 

By 1946 Mr. Meyers was making more than the $10,000 per year his sched- 
ule required, but he wanted to become president of his own firm. At this time, 
he learned that his friend, Mr. Landgraf, then with the Koppers Company, 
was planning to try out, independently, some engineering ideas he had de- 
veloped. At the same time, Mr. Meyers discovered that Paul W. Aitkenhead, 
also an engineer (see his biography elsewhere in this volume), then running 
the Pittsburgh Stove and Range Company, was looking for new products. 
His plant, at McKees Rocks, was producing plastic furniture, not stoves and 
ranges. Mr. Landgraf’s ideas related to electronic air cleaning. Mr. Meyers 
brought the Aitkenhead plant and the Landgraf ideas together, gave them the 
administrative and promotional “shot in the arm” they needed, and Trion, 
Inc., was formed. The name comes from “trio” —representing the three men’s 
talents—and the “ion” air particles which must be treated by the firm’s prod- 
ucts. Mr. Meyers became president of the firm, Mr. Aitkenhead board chair- 
man and Mr. Landgraf vice president in charge of engineering. And today 
business is on an international scale, as told in more detail in the separate story 
of the concern on other pages. 

Mr. Meyers, a registered Republican who attends Beverly Heights Presby- 
terian Church, is a member of the Duquesne Club, Pittsburgh Athletic Asso- 
ciation, St. Clair Country Club; various Masonic bodies, including the Shrine; 
the American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers and the ideal 
Hygiene Foundation. Gardening, woodworking, colf and travel are his rec- 
ceations. Though a dynamo as a human being, he is the smallest of his partners, 
being five feet seven inches in height and weighing 142 pounds. He has blue 
eyes and brown hair. In even so industrialized an area as Allegheny County 
he is an outstanding industrialist. 


TRION, INC. 


Named for a trio of talented professional and business men—and for the 
“jon” air particles against which they are waging a most hygienic and profit- 
able international war—Trion, Inc., of McKees Rocks and Pittsburgh, is a 
concern growing with incredible speed. The dynamic trio who brought this 
enterprise into existence and are guiding its worldwide operations are Paul 
W. Aitkenhead, chairman of the board; Edgar W. “Bud” Meyers, Jr., presi- 


dent and George F. Landgraf, vice president in charge of engineering. 
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The company, which designs and manufactures equipment for electro- 
static cleaning and purification of air or other gases, was founded in 1947, 
but is the successor to the Pittsburgh Stove and Range Company, established 
in Pittsburgh in 1832. The electronic air cleaning devices produced by Trion, 
Inc., were developed by Mr. Landgraf, a metallurgical engineer once chief 
metallurgist for the Lebanon Steel Foundry at Lebanon, Pennsylvania. 


Since 1947, Trion air cleaning devices have found their way into thousands 
of Allegheny County homes, or nearly every new building in the changing 
skyline of the county and its big and little cities. Offices, laboratories, industrial 
plants, merchandising marts and public edifices of every type have installed 
these devices, among them Alcoa, Mellon structures, United States Steel sky- 
scrappers, the Pennsylvania State Capitol at Harrisburg, hotels and country 
clubs. Numerous units have been installed in buildings in such foreign coun- 
tries as Japan and Switzerland and surrounding nations. In 1953 the company 
counted nineteen countries on its list of sales outlets, with plans to extend 
farther into both Europe and Asia. 


In addition to the three founders, the following are also in the official family 
of Trion, Inc.: N. F. Eichelsbacher, treasurer, and G. F. Gardner and T. P. 
Johnson, directors. Trion, Inc. has an affiliate, Trion Aktien-Gesellschaft of 
Zurich, Switzerland, Dortmund, Germany, and Tokyo, Japan. Mr. Meyers 
is Administrator of the foreign corporation. Trion Inc., is a member of the 
American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers, the Industrial Hy- 
giene Foundation and the Association of Iron and Steel Engineers. Its plant 
at 1000 Island Avenue, McKees Rocks, formerly the plant of the Pittsburgh 
Stove and Range Company, has become a monument to a tremendous idea 
which appears to be on the verge of making a true sweep of the world. (See 


also biographies of Mr. Aitkenhead and Mr. Meyers.) 


PAUL W. AITKENHEAD 


By profession a mechanical engineer, Paul W. Aitkenhead has long held 
a leading place in the industrial world and is today chairman of the board of 
directors of Trion, Inc. He has also won a reputation through his active inter- 
est in church and hospital work. 


Born in Richmond, Virginia, on May 22, 1903, Mr. Aitkenhead is the son 
of the late William and Minnie (Woodcock) Aitkenhead. His father, a native 
of Glasgow, Scotland, was a professor at Purdue University, Lafayette, In- 
diana. Paul Aitkenhead is himself a graduate of that famed institution, having 
taken the degree of Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering there. 

He began his career with the Bucyrus-Erie Company, power shovel and 
drill concern, and from 1927 to 1930 served this organization as a foreign rep- 
resentative, chiefly in India. Upon his return to Allegheny County in 1930, 
he became vice president of the Pittsburgh Range Company, later advancing 
to the presidency. In 1947 Mr. Aitkenhead resigned this post to associate him- 
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self with Trion, Inc., of which he has since been board chairman. The presi- 
dent of this enterprise is FE. W. Meyers, Jr., whose biography appears else- 
where in this volume. 

On October 18, 1930, in Pittsburgh, he married Florence Bingay, the daugh- 
ter of R. V. and Florence Bingay. They have two daughters—Claire and Susan 
Aitkenhead—and make their home at 1131 Perry Highway. The family wor- 
ships at Hiland Presbyterian Church, in which Mr. Aitkenhead is an elder. He 
also serves on the board of trustees of the Shadyside Hospital. He 1s a member 
of the Duquesne Club. In politics he is a Republican. In his avocational inter- 
ests he is an archaeologist and lapidarist. Mr. Aitkenhead, who is six feet three 
inches in height, weighs 225 pounds, and has blue eyes and brownish hair, 1s 
recognized for the contribution he has made as business and professional man 
and as civic worker. 


DANIEL ELIAS DAVIS 


As a sanitary engineer and as a partner in the celebrated firm of The Chester 
Engineers of Pittsburgh, Daniel Elias Davis has a national reputation. With 
his firm, which specializes in consulting engineering work relating to water 
works and sanitary matters, he has handled major projects for municipalities 
and State and Federal Governments and for industries. He is an official of 
three water companies and serves in many “volunteer” capacities on the local 
and national levels in fields pertaining not only to his profession but to his other 
interests as a citizen. 

Mr. Davis was born in Columbus, Ohio, on June 15, 1886, the son of 
Stephen S. and Elizabeth (Morgan) Davis, both of Welsh birth. The father 
was a candy manufacturer in the Ohio capital. The mother’s parents were 
Daniel and Catherine Morgan. Daniel Davis took the degrees of Bachelor of 
Science in Civil Engineering at Ohio State University, Columbus, and Master 
of Science at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. 

For a time he served as Assistant City Engineer of Alliance, Ohio. Then he 
became an assistant engineer with the firm of Chester and Fleming, Pittsburgh, 
the predecessors of The Chester Engineers. In World War I, he was commis- 
sioned a Captain in the United States Army and assigned to duty as construct- 
ing quartermaster at Camp Hancock, Georgia. After the war he returned to 
Chester and Fleming and when this firm became The J. N. Chester Engineers 
was admitted as a partner. The initials of Mr. Chester were subsequently re- 
moved from the firm name. A comprehensive description of the firm’s activi- 
ties and scope of operations will be found in a separate chronicle, under its 
own name, on other pages of this history, as will be the biographies of the other 

artners, Edward Thomas Davis, Theodore Raymond Haseltine, Sr., Herman 
Frederick Lundberg and Charles Kirk Stroh. 

Mr. Davis married, at Chester, Pennsylvania, on June 4, 1921, Adele Ge 
Cochran, who is well known in Allegheny County, especially through her 
activities as a trustee of Sewickley Valley Hospital. Mr. and Mrs. Davis be- 
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came the parents of two sons—Lieutenant Daniel Elias Davis, Jr., deceased, 
and Stephen C. Davis, who married Sallye Orndorff and is the father of Mary 
K. Davis. The engineer and his wife make their home on Osborne Lane, Glen 
Osborne, Sewickley. They are Republicans and worship in the Presbyterian 
Church at Sewickley where Mr. Davis is an elder. 

Outside his firm, Mr. Davis serves as vice president and a director of The 
Edgeworth Water Company, Jamestown Water Company and The Fayette 
City Water Company. He was an associate water consultant for the National 
Resources Committee and was chairman of the Clean Streams Committee of 
the Allegheny County Committee for Community Development, serves as a 
Councilman for the Borough of Glen Osborne and is former president of the 
Sewickley Young Men’s Christian Association. He is also former president of 
the Western Pennsylvania Section of the American Water Works Association 
and of the Pittsburgh Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers. His 
other organizations include the Masonic order, the Edgeworth Club, Montour 
Heights Country Club and the Allegheny Country Club. Gardening and golf 
are his recreations. Of medium height and weight, he is known for his sunny 
disposition and quick penetration of complicated engineering problems. 


THE CHESTER ENGINEERS 


With Pittsburgh as its base, the firm which calls itself The Chester Engineers 
has spread its operations into many other communities and into many states 
other than Pennsylvania. It has served municipalities on the official level, 
especially in water filtration and sewage treatment and kindred sanitary 
matters, done the engineering work for big Federal projects, including ord- 
nance and synthetic rubber plants, and operated prominently and influentially 
in the industrial waste field, serving some of the nation’s most important indus- 
tries. 

The firm was established in 1910 under the name of Chester and Fleming, 
the founders having been John Needels Chester and Thomas Fleming, Jr., two 
names celebrated in the engineering world. The founders addressed their prac- 
tice to consultant engineering of a general character, but gradually, and espe- 
cially under the present partnership, a specialty took shape. This deals in the 
design and supervision of power houses, water filtration and sewage treatment 
plants, industrial wastes and other sanitary operations. The firm’s headquarters 
have been in four Pittsburgh locations—from 1910 to 1928, in the Union Bank 
Building; from 1928 to 1936, in the Clark Building; from 1936 to 1939, in the 
Century Building, and since 1939, in the Mellon-Stuart Building, 210 East 
Parkway. 

The present partners are Daniel Elias Davis, Edward Thomas Davis, Theo- 
dore Raymond Haseltine, Sr., Herman Frederick Lundberg and Charles Kirk 
Stroh, each of whom is the subject of a separate biography appearing else- 
where in this history. As a firm, The Chester Engineers belongs to the Ameri- 
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can Society of Civil Engineers, the American Water Works Association and 
kindred societies. 


The firm has served numerous cities, boroughs and other political sub- 
divisions, some of which are as follows: the Cities of Erie, Lancaster, Pitts- 
burgh, McKeesport, Williamsport, Ambridge, Sharon, Uniontown and New 
Kensington; the Boroughs of Sewickley, Coraopolis, Grove City, Bracken- 
ridge, Jersey Shore, Bethel, Mars, Ellwood City and South Williamsport, 
various departments of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and communities 
and other political subdivisions of other states, such as Norfolk, Roanoke and 
Herndon and Arlington County, Virginia, Shreveport, Louisiana; Meridian, 
Mississippi; Bowling Green, Hazel, Paintsville, Pikeville, Hazard, Scottsville, 
Morehead and Murray, Kentucky, Nashville, Tennessee, and Lakewood, 
Alliance, Coshocton, East Liverpool, Salem, Greenville and Fostoria, Ohio. 

The firm provided the engineering service on the construction of the Lone 
Star Ordnance Plant at Texarkana, Texas, the largest constructed thus far, and 
synthetic rubber plants at Port Neches and Borger, Texas, and Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. In the industrial waste field the firm has wide experience in metallurgical 
wastes, including those from pickling and plating, and has served the dairy, 
cannery, textile and leather industries. The partners individually and the firm 
as a whole have been experiencing a tremendous rise in prestige. 


THEODORE RAYMOND HASELTINE, SR. 


The experience of Theodore Raymond Haseltine, Sr., as an engineer has 
taken him into many states and he is now an authority in the sewage and 
industrial waste treatment field. He has given service as sanitary engineer on 
the consulting level most of his life, but for a time served as an official in his 
specialty for several municipalities on the Pacific Coast and in Western Penn- 
sylvania. He 1s now a partner in the consulting engineering firm of The Chester 
Engineers, 210 East Parkway, and both as a leader in professional organiza- 
tions and as a writer of technical papers has a nationwide reputation. 


Born at Aurora, Illinois, on September 28, 1901, Mr. Haseltine is the son 
of Warren Edmond and Ruth (Raymond) Haseltine. His father, a native of 
Wisconsin, was a chemist. The mother, whose parents were Isaac S. and Edith 
(Eaton) Raymond, was born in Illinois. Mr. Haseltine received the degree of 
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering at Leland Stanford University, Palo 
Alto, California, and then returned to his native state for graduate engineering 
study at the University of Illinois, Urbana. He was elected to Tau Beta Pi, 
Sigma Xi and Phi Beta Kappa fraternities, in recognition of superior scholastic 
attainments. 

He was first employed by the Burns and McDonnell Engineering Company 
of Kansas City, Missouri. In the first sixteen years of his professional life he 
served as sanitary engineer with various consulting engineers in Missouri, Cali- 
fornia and Oregon. Within this same period he also served as superintendent 
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of sewage treatment at Salinas, California; Klamath Falls, Oregon, and Butler 
and Grove City, Pennsylvania. In 1941 he joined The Chester Engineers as an 
employeed engineer. Four years later he was made a partner. He is a Registered 
Engineer in Pennsylvania and West V1 irginia. He has not only specialized in 
sewage and industrial waste treatment but written numerous technical papers 
on subjects in this field. Details of the operations of The Chester Engineers 
may be found in separate accounts of the firm itself and of the lives of the 
other partners, Daniel Elias Davis, Edward Thomas Davis, Herman Frederick 
Lundberg and Charles Kirk Stroh, elsewhere in this history. 

Mr. Haseltine married Dorris L. Guy in Elkhart, Indiana, in 1927. She 1s 
now deceased. Two sons were born to the marriage—Theodore Raymond 
Haseltine, Jr., and Guy W. Haseltine. Mr. Haseltine’s home address is R.D. 11, 
Box 133, Pittsburgh. He worships in Bellefield Presbyterian Church, of thich 
he is a trustee. He is a past president of the California Sewage and Industrial 
Waste Association and is now serving as president of the Pennsylvania Sewage 
and Industrial Waste Association. Also, he belongs to the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, American Chemical Society, American Public Health Asso- 
ciation and American Water Works Association. He is a Republican. Garden- 
ing is his hobby. An honored figure in his profession because of his work 
in an important phase of sanitation, he has contributed greatly to human com- 


fort, safety and health. 


CHARLES KIRK STROH 


To the reputation he has built in the engineering profession Charles Kirk 
Stroh has added the distinction which derives from an important contribution 
on the community level. He is noted for his work on behalf of boy and youth 
development, his leadership in civil defense planning and organization and for 
his activities as a lay leader in the Lutheran Church. A specialist in water 
filtration, domestic wastes disposal and sanitation in general, he is a partner 
in the consultant engineering firm of The Chester Engineers, 210 East Park- 
way. 

Mr Stroh was born at Winnebago, Wisconsin, on January 22, 1898. His 
parents were Charles Lewis and Eien (Kirk) Stroh, both also Middle 
Westerners by birth and residence. His father, a native of Tomah, Wisconsin, 
was a farmer and rancher. The mother’s parents were Henry and Sarah 
(Deeds) Kirk. Charles K. Stroh received his grade and high school education 
in Milwaukee. Upon his graduation from the South Division High School 
there, he entered the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and there took the 
degrees of Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering and Master of Science in 
Civil Engineering. He was elected to Beta Phi and Iota Alpha, the social and 
national honor fraternities, respectively. In World War I, he was in the Stu- 
dent Army Training Corps at the University of Michigan. 

On June 26, 1926, in Flint, Michigan, Mr. Stroh married Katherine Alberta 
Shanor, the daughter of Henry Kuhn and Agnes (Fisher) Shanor. Mrs. Stroh 
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is today one of the influential women of Allegheny County. An outstanding 
personality in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Sewickley, she is a former Sunday 
School superintendent, president of its Missionary Society and 1s also an officer 
in the Council of Church Women of Allegheny County. In addition, she 1s 
president of the School Board of Osborne. The Strohs have two daughters and 
a son—Barbara Ellen, wife of Arthur J. Overaa and mother of Katherine Irene 
Overaa; Carol Elizabeth Stroh and Charles Kirk Stroh, Jr. The family home 
is at 1203 Colonial Place, Osborne (Sewickley Post Office). 

It was in the year of his marriage, 1926, that Mr. Stroh came to Pittsburgh 
and joined the staff of The Chester Engineers. In his first ten years with the 
firm he was office and resident engineer. At the end of that initial decade, how- 
ever, he left to accept a post as civil engineer with the Gulf Oil Corporation, 
for which he worked out of Pittsburgh. Just before the Japanese attack at 
Pearl Harbor, in 1941, he became chief draftsman for Prack and Prack, Archi- 
tects, and The Chester Engineers, then a single organization. He served in 
this capacity until 1945, when he was admitted as a partner in The Chester 
Engineers. The life stories of the other partners—Edward Thomas Davis, 
Daniel Elias Davis, Theodore Raymond Haseltine, Sr., and Herman Frederick 
Lundberg—as well as an account of the firm itself, under its own name, appear 
elsewhere in this history. 

Mr. Stroh’s professional activities have led to his election to the board of 
directors of the Edgeworth Water Company. Also, he is past vice president 
and a director of the Sewickley Young Men’s Christain Association, chairman 
of the Civil Defense Organization of Osborne and a past Commissioner of the 
Boy Scouts of America. In St. Paul’s Church, he is past lay president and a 
member of the church council. He holds memberships in the Pittsburgh Chap- 
ter, American Society of Civil Engineers, American Public Works Associa- 
tion, American Water Works Association, Pennsylvania Water Works Oper- 
ators’ Association, Pennsylvania Sewage and Industrial Wastes Association, 
Federation of Sewage and Industrial Wastes Associations, Pennsylvania So- 
ciety of Professional Engineers and National Society of Professional Engi- 
neers. He is a registered Republican. His recreations are varied, including hunt- 
ing, fishing, gardening, woodworking and colored photography. A big man— 
six feet four inches tall and weighing 210 pounds—he has brown eyes and hair 
and is described as of good disposition. 


HERMAN FREDERICK LUNDBERG 


Reared in an atmosphere in which technical interests were a natural part 
of daily living, Herman Frederick Lundberg has for many years made a suc- 
cessful career in the engineering world. A civil engineer whose reputation in 
the field of water filtration and sanitation is constantly growing, he is one of 
the five partners of The Chester Engineers of Pittsburgh, with offices at 210 


East Parkway. 
Mr. Lundberg was born in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, on April 27, 1911, of 
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Scandinavian parentage. His father, born in Stockholm, Sweden, was a metal 
pattern maker and inventor. His mother was a native of Hamar, Norway. 
After receiving his early education in New England elementary and secondary 
schools, Mr. Lundberg attended Norwich University at Northfield, Vermont, 
from which he transferred to Ohio Northern University at Ada. There, in 
1932, he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. 
In 1947 the university, in recognition of his achievements in the professional 
world, awarded him the full degree of Civil Engineer. 

After taking his Bachelor’s degree, Mr. Lundberg obtained experience in 
several phases of engineering. In 1935, he entered the employ of The Chester 
Engineers as a field engineer. In 1940, he was promoted to assistant engineer 
and in 1945 was made a partner. A fairly comprehensive picture of his activi- 
ties with this firm may be obtained in the account of The Chester Engineers 
appearing on other pages of this history. Separately, also, are reviews of the 
lives of Mr. Lundberg’s partners, Edward Thomas Davis, Daniel Elias Davis, 
Theodore Raymond Haseltine, Sr., and Charles Kirk Stroh. 

Mr. Lundberg married Imogene Brown at Pittsfield, Massachusetts, on 
December 31, 1936. She is the daughter of Clifton J. and Lem Eileen Brown. 
Though primarily a homemaker, with two sons and a daughter, Mrs. Lund- 
berg gives much time to her hobby as an artist and is active in Parent- Teacher 
Associations, as a Den Mother for Cub Scouts, in church organizations and 
the Shannopin Country Club. The children are: Stephen F., Claire and Lee 
A. Lundberg. The family home is at 8 Highland Drive, Ben Avon Heights. 

Mr. Lundberg 1s also active in the Shannopin Country Club and in the 
family church, Bellevue Christian. He is a member of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, West Virginia Sewage and Industrial Wastes Association, 
Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers, National Society of Pro- 
fessional Engineers and the American Water Works Association. In World 
War II, he was engaged principally in domestic plant production facilities in 
a civilian capacity. He votes the Republican ticket and his hobbies are music 
and woodworking. He has become an outstanding figure in his field. 


EDWARD THOMAS DAVIS 


Progress in many communities can be traced to the activities of Edward 
Thomas Davis, who as a civil engineer has made a reputation in the field of 
water filtration, sewage disposal and fire protection systems for municipalities. 
He is a partner in the famous firm of consulting engineers, The Chester Engi- 
neers of Pittsburgh, whose operations extend into many states. An outstanding 
figure in professional organizations, Mr. Davis is also well known in the fra- 
ternal world. 

He was born at Verona on March 23, 1898, the son of Edward James Benard 
and Daisy Elizabeth (Glunt) Davis. His father was a native of England and 
the son of Thomas William Davis, a master mechanic. The engineer received 
his early education in the public schools of Verona and his professional train- 
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ing at the Carnegie Institute of Technology, where he was awarded his diploma 
in Civil Engineering in 1928, the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1930 and 
the degree of Civil Engineer in 1936. In 1918, the final year of World War I, 
he served as a Private in the United States Army. 

On June 19, 1926, in Verona, he married Margaret R. Fleming, the daughter 
of Harry and Lucy (Baker) Fleming, and they have a daughter and son— 
Wanda Lee, wife of William J. O'Neill and mother of Margaret Ann O’Neill, 
and Nancy Lee O’Neill; and Edward James Davis, who married Ethel Rae 
Moneypenny and is the fathes of Edward James Davis, III. The engineer and 
his wife reside at 1225 Virginia Avenue, Oakmont. Mrs. Davis is active in 
the Oakmont Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, and in 1953 was president 
of the American Legion Auxiliary in her home community. 

Mr. Davis began his career in 1913, when he became a mechanic for John 
Kowalsky, Verona, in aeroplane construction. He left this job in 1915 to enter 
the employ of the Pennsylvania Railroad, for which in the next three years 
he was a steamhammer driver, stores attendant and assistant gang leader. For 
about a year within the same period, 1917-1918, he was also a detail draftsman 
for the Edgewater Steel Company at Oakmont. He left to go into the Army. 

In 1919, Mr. Davis became a draftsman for the Bollinger-Andrews Con- 
struction Company, Verona. The following year he went to work in the same 
capacity for William B. Scaife and Sons, Pittsburgh, but in 1921 returned to 
Bollinger-Andrews. Since 1922 he has been associated, in one capacity or an- 
other, with the firm now called The Chester Engineers. When he first entered 
its employ it was known as The J. N. Chester Engineers, after one of its twc 
founders, John Needels Chester. In his first eight years with the firm, Mr. 
Davis worked as draftsman, resident engineer, designer and computer on water 
filtration plants, dams and similar projects. 

In his next six years, 1930-36, he was chief draftsman, designer, computer 
and checker, and from 1936 to 1942 he was chief draftsman and a member of 
the firm, which in 1936 had assumed its present name. In 1942 and 1943, his 
association was with both Prack and Prack, Architects, and The Chester Engi- 
neers and from 1943 to 1946 he was again a member of the firm. In 1946, he 
was admitted as a partner. His work has been not only with water filtration 
plants and dams, but also with reservoirs, intakes, well systems, sewerage sys- 
tems, sewage disposal plants, pumping stations, boiler houses, distribution sys- 
tems for domestic and fire protection, power lines and incinerating plants. 

In addition to his operations as a partner of The Chester Engineers, Mr. 
Davis serves as secretary-treasurer of the Algonquin Land Company and as 
a director of the Jamestown Water Company. Further details concerning 
the operations of ‘The Chester Engineers may be found in a separate account 
of its history and also in the life stories of each of the other partners—Daniel 
Elias Davis, Theodore Raymond Haseltine, Sr., Herman Frederick Lundberg 
and Charles Kirk Stroh—on other pages of this history. Their office is at 210 
East Parkway. 
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Mr. Davis served on the Borough Council of Verona from 1932 to 1936. 
He is amember of the American Society of Civil Engineers, American Society 
for Testing Materials, the American Water Works Association, the Penn- 
sylvania Sewage and Industrial Wastes Association, Federation of Sewage and 
Industrial Wastes Associations and the Pennsylvania and National Societies 
of Professional Engineers. Also, he belongs to various Masonic bodies, includ- 
ing F&AM Verona 548 and served as Master in 1946, Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite, and Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 
Shrine; Pittsburgh Lodge, Knights of Pythias, Oakmont Post, American 
Legion, and Algonquin Canoe Club. 

He usually votes Republican and his hobbies and recreations include paint- 
ing, gardening, swimming, boating and tennis. At his church, Verona Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran, he was a Sunday School teacher from 1926 to 1943 
and a councilman from 1944 to 1946. Mr. Davis has received recognition from 
many sources for his contribution in the engineering world. 


WILLIAM WENDELL STANTON 


William Wendell Stanton is not only a noted lawyer but also a leader in 
boys’ work, law enforcement and crime prevention and in the furtherance of 
race relations. He is an Assistant United States Attorney for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania and otherwise active in the legal world. 

Mr. Stanton was born in Pittsburgh on September 20, 1903, the son of 
William H. and Mary E. (Brown) Stanton, both also natives of this city, the 
former having also been an attorney. The mother’s father was Alfred William 
Allen Brown. William W. Stanton took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at 
Cornell University and that of Bachelor of Laws at the University of Pitts- 
burgh School of Law. He has been an Assistant United States Attorney since 
1941. For his private Jaw practice, he maintains offices at 412 Bakewell Build- 
ing. 

On December 20, 1928, at Wellsburg, West Virginia, Mr. Stanton married 
Gladys Clark, daughter of Harry W. Minar Clark. They have a daughter, 
Jeane K., the wife of Stephen Poole, and a grandson, Clark S. Poole. Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanton make their home at 926 Clarissa Street and worship in Holy Cross 
Episcopal Church. They vote the Democratic ticket. 

In his community activities Mr. Stanton serves on the boys’ work committee 
of the Pittsburgh Young Men’s Christian Association and the committee on 
penal affairs of the National Association for the Advancement of the Colored 
People. He is a member of the Greater Pittsburgh Lodge, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks; the Graduate Chapter, Alpha Phi Alpha; Loendi 
Social and Literary Club; Erie Press Club, Cornell Club of Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County Bar Association. He is doing much for the social and cul- 
tural development of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. 
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WILBUR C. DOUGLASS 


Dedicated to public service, Wilbur C. Douglass has given such service not 
only as a lawyer to both the City of Pittsburgh and the County of Allegheny 
but also to work on behalf of youth, to health and welfare programs and to 
improving conditions among minority groups. His law offices are at 412 Bake- 


well Building. 


Born on January 18, 1892, in Allegheny (now Northside Pittsburgh), Mr. 
Douglass is the son of W oe G. and Lucretia (Jamison) Douglass. His father 
was born on September 2, 1861, at Allegheny and became an insurance clerk. 
He was the son of Henty Douglass, a blacksmith who maintained shop on 
River Avenue in what is now Northside Pittsburgh, and of Rachel Douglass, 
who came to Pittsburgh from Virginia in 1845. Lucretia Jamison Douglass 
was born on December 25, 1863, at Chambersburg, the daughter of Thomas 
Jamison and Mary (Finolin) Jamison, a Susquehannock Indian. 


Wilbur C. Douglass attended Allegheny High School. He then attended 
the University of Pittsburgh, college and school of law, taking the degrees 
of Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws. As a member of the class track 
team, he participated in long distance runs. He was elected to Alpha Phi Alpha 
and Sigma Pi Phi, social and professional fraternities, respectively. On March 
20, 1922, he was admitted to practice in Allegheny County and afterwards 
to the Superior and Supreme Courts of Pennsylvania and the United States 
District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania. In 1934 and 1935 
he served as Assistant Solicitor for the City of Pittsburgh. Since 1936 he has 
been Assistant Solicitor for Allegheny County. 


He married Kathleen Banks Brown of Hollidaysburg, the daughter of 
Charles F. Brown and Jenny Shunk (Kelly) Brown. Mrs. Douglass, a grad- 
uate of Emerson College, Boston, formerly gave recitals in various parts of the 
United States. She is now chiefly active in the Missionary Society of Bethesda 
Presbyterian Church and in a half dozen sororities and literary clubs, which 
meet monthly. | Mr. and Mrs Douglass have one son, Wilbur G. Douglass, Jr., 
a civil engineer who holds the degrees of Bachelor of Arts from Lincoln Uni- 
versity and Bachelor of Science from the University of Pittsburgh. At present 
(1953) he is engaged in building air fields in French Morocco for the United 
States Government. He married Norma A. Brown of Pittsburgh and is the 
father of Barbara Lynne Douglass and Wilbur C. Douglass, II. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilbur C. Douglass, Sr., reside at 6427 Dean Street. 


Mr. Douglass has been treasurer of the Bethesda Presbyterian Church since 
1925 and is a Democrat. He has been secretary and a member of the manage- 
ment committee of the Centre Avenue Young Men’s Christian Association 
and treasurer for the Home for Aged and Infirm Colored Women of Pitts- 
burgh since 1930. One of the more prominent Masons in Western Pennsyl- 
vania, he has been crowned with the thirty-third degree in the Ancient and 


Accepted Scottish Rite and is a Noble of Sahara Temple, Ancient Egyptian 
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Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. He also belongs to the Carnegie 
Institute Society, Allegheny County and Pennsylvania State Bar Associations 
and the Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania. Music, motion pictures, 
reading and golfing are his recreational interests. He 1s a citizen of great honor 
in his native county. 


BENJAMIN H. AIRES 


As an engineer and surveyor, Benjamin H. Aires has been known through- 
out Allegheny County for thirty years. He is Borough Engineer for the 
Borough of Chalfant, an outstanding Kiwanian and one of the truly distin- 
guished figures in Boy Scouting 1 in Western Pennsylvania. In his practice as 
engineer and surveyor, he maintains offices at +10 First Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
but makes his home at 114 Marlin Drive East, Mount Lebanon Township. 


Born in Baltimore, Maryland, on November 15, 1888, Mr. Aires is the son 
of Andrew J. Aires, also a native of that city and a stationary engineer, and 
Clarissa (Miller) Aires. He received his early education in the public schools 
of Baltimore and then studied at Baltimore Polytechnic Institute and Maryland 
Institute. Years after he had launched his career, and had come to Pittsburgh, 
he attended the night sessions of Carnegie Institute of Technology, from 
which he was graduated in 1925. He is a past director of Phi Nu Fraternity. 


In 1907 Mr. Aires went to work on the construction of the Washington, 
Baltimore and Annapolis Electric Railway as a rodman. From 1909 to 1913 
he was an engineer with Reding and Howard, a firm later called J. Spence 
Howard, in Baltimore, and from 1913 to 1917 he was an engineer and chief 
of party for E. V. Coonan and Company, also of that city. For a time in 1917 
he was with the Jones and Laughlin Steel Company at Aliquippa and later 
in 1917 became an engineer and surveyor with the Pittsburgh and Lake Erie 
Railroad Company, working out of Pittsburgh. He Pe cra with this line 
until 1922, when he accepted an engineering appointment with the Electric 
Welding Company of Pittsburgh. Also in 1922, he participated in the forma- 
tion of the engineering and surveying firm of Aires and Pettay. This became 
Aires, Stone and Pettay in 1924. Since 1926, Mr. Aires has practiced his pro- 
fession alone. He became Borough Engineer of Chalfant. 

Mr. Aires married Lillian E. Yedele, daughter of John and Lena Yedele, in 
Pittsburgh on December 22, 1920. They have one son, Edward A. Aires, who 
married Marjorie Livingston. ‘The family worships in Grace Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, of which Mr. Aires has been secretary since 1945. Mr. and 
Mrs. Aires are active in the social life of Mount Lebanon Township and the 
Borough of Chalfant. They are Republicans. 

Mr. Aires’ activities in the Kiwanis Club of Pittsburgh led to his election 
as secretary in 1944, to second vice president in 1945, to first vice president 
in 1946 and to president in 1947. As a past president he is influential in the 
affairs of this large and outstanding group. Since about 1915 Mr. Aires has 
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been a Boy Scout leader. His work on behalf of scouting has been of such 
character as to win him the Silver Beaver award for distinguished service to 
youth and also the Vigil degree in the Order of the Arrow, the Boy Scout 
camping fraternity. His position in the general life of Allegheny County 1s 
equivalent to that he has attained in Scouting. 


ALAN MAGEE SCAIFE 


When Alan Magee Scaife, chairman of the board of the Scaife Company 
and official of other industrial and financial concerns, appeared as the main 
speaker of a Newcomen Society dinner in Pittsburgh on May 15, 1952, Gen- 
eral Frank R. Denton, the financier, introduced him with these words: “He 
represents Pittsburgh at its best, maintaining the proven qualities and traditions 
of the past and blending them with the modern techniques and tools which 
must be applied to the current problems of the day.” Mr. Scaife is a leader 
not only in the business world but in civic and philanthropic enterprises and 
is a veteran of both World Wars I and II. 

He was born in Pittsburgh on January 10, 1900, the fifth generation of a 
family which since 1802 has controlled the Scaife Company, one of the 1m- 
portant companies in the world’s metal fabrication market. Much of the story 
of his family is told in an account of the company appearing in another section 
of this history. His father was James Verner Scaife, late president of the Scaife 
Company, his mother Mary (Magee) Scaife. Alan Scaife received his prepara- 
tory education at Shadyside Academy and in 1920 took the degree of Bachelor 
of Philosophy at Yale University’s Shefheld Scientific School. 

In September of the same year he joined his father in the management of 
the Scaife Company. Seven years later his brother Verner entered the firm. 
When the father died in March, 1930, Alan Scaife succeeded him as president 
and Verner Scaife became vice president. In 1934, Alan Scaife resigned the 
presidency to assume the board chairmanship of the Pittsburgh Coal Company. 
Subsequently, he became the Scaife Company’s board chairman. He 1s also 
a director and a member of the executive and finance committees of Gulf Oil 
Corporation and a director of the Pittsburgh Consolidation Coal Company, 
Mellon National Bank and Trust Company, Pullman Incorporated and sub- 
sidiaries, Air Reduction Company, A. M. Byers Company, Washington & 
Waynesburg Railroad, Bell Telephone Company of Pennsylvania and T. 
Mellon and Sons. 

Mr. Scaife married Sarah C. Mellon in Pittsburgh on November 16, 1927. 
Their children are Cordelia Scaife May and Richard Mellon Scaife. The son, 
who serves under the Scaife Company Fellowship at Mellon Institute, is now 
the sixth generation in the Scaife Company management and ownership. Mr. 
and Mrs. Scaife make their home at Ligonier, Pennsylvania. Mr. Scaife’s office 
is at 525 William Penn Place. 

Mr. Scaife served in the United States Navy in World War I and as a Lieu- 
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tenant Colonel in the United States Army in World War IL. He is much in- 
terested in programs on behalf of veterans and in programs for the defense 
of the nation. His special work in the field of health, welfare and economic 
and industrial development are through service as a trustee of the Elizabeth 
Steel Magee Hospital, named for his maternal great-grandmother, the Mellon 
Institute of Industrial Research, the Carnegie Hero Fund Commission and 
the University of Pittsburgh (chairman of the board). He 1s an active partici- 
pant in other civic and philanthropic organizations. He is a Republican and 
Protestant and holds memberships in the Pittsburgh Athletic Association and 
the Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Golf, Duquesne, Fox Chapel Golf and Allegheny 
Country Clubs; the Racquet and Tennis Club of New York; and the Rolling 
Rock Club of Ligonier. Like the 15 2-year-old company his family controls, 
he has always been dedicated to public service. 


SCAIFE COMPANY 


The oldest manufacturing firm west of the Alleghenies, controlled and 
operated on a father-to-son basis for five generations (the sixth generation 
is in the business now), Scaife Company has made a major contribution to 
the economic welfare of the state and nation for a century and a half. Its 
present board chairman 1s Alan M. Scaife, one of Pittsburgh’s outstanding 
business and civic leaders, a veteran of World Wars I and II. 

The beginnings of the company go back to 1802 when Jeffery Scaife, great- 
great-grandfather of the present chairman, rode over the Allegheny Moun- 
tains in a Conestoga wagon. He entered a business partnership with his uncle, 
William Gazzam, and an Englishman, Captain W illiam Borrett, who later be- 
came his father-in-law. Their venture resulted in Scaife Company, which has 
always been engaged in metal fabrication. 


The founder, Jeffery Scaife, son of Henry and Sarah Scaife, was born in 
Cambridge, England, in 1781. In 1789, his uncle William Gazzam emigrated 
to America, bringing Jeffery with him. Jeffery was apprenticed in the tinware 
and japanned-ware trade in Philadelphia. He was nineteen when he was made 
foreman, over 60 men, in the firm with which he had begun. Mr. Gazzam, who 
had meantime moved to Pittsburgh, recognized opportunity in the great 
demand then being felt for tin, copper, sheet iron and japanned-ware on the 
frontier. He sent for Jeffery and in 1802 uncle, nephew and Captain Borrett 
established their business on the “Diamond.” They supplied tinware and 
japanned-ware. 

A newspaper advertisement signed “J. Scaife, Tin Plate Worker,” gave 
notice on September 16, 1807, that he had withdrawn from the partnership 
and struck out alone. In the war of 1812 he was an ordnance supplier, a service 
the firm was to fulfill in all the country’s major conflicts. In the first year of 
the war, Jeffery’s eldest surviving son, William B. Scaife, was born. In 1832, 
when his father retired, William B. Scaife took over management of the busi- 
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ness. He built it into a sizeable concern before it was turned over to his sons 
at his death in 1876. “Three fires, one insolvency and years of credit troubles 
would leave most men with a shattered faith,” says Alan M. Scaife, “but Wil- 
liam survived these vicissitudes and, each time, continued the business on a 
firmer foundation.” 


In 1835, the firm became William B. Scaife and Company—manufacturers 
of tin, copper and sheet iron ware, at 12 Wood Street. By the time the com- 
pany was assisting the nation in the Mexican War of 1846-48, its shop was on 
First Avenue, between Market and Wood Streets, where it remained for 70 
years. Its major activity at that time was in the field of steamboat outfitting. 
In the early 1840s W illiam Scaife became part owner in river boats. His wife’s 
grandfather had been associated with Robert Fulton in the construction of 
the Clermont and her brothers were actively interested in steamboat matters. 
To expand his investments, William took as partner James Atkinson, well 
known river boat captain. The gold rush of 1849, swelling the business, caused 
William to look for another junior partner. On February 3, 1851, the firm be- 
came Scaife, Atkinson and Okely. 


A fire in 1853 wiped the business out and made it insolvent. The partner- 
ship was dissolved and William Scaife started to rebuild his business after some 
friends had come to his rescue with a loan which was repaid during the next 
several years. The vehicle which enabled him to make a success of his business 
was the Francis Metallic Lifeboat. Steamboat disasters on the rivers due to 
explosions and fire had become a national scandal, and legislation was passed 
providing that lifeboats be furnished in order to reduce the hazard of a river 
voyage. The Francis Metallic Lifeboat was a patented unit which seemed to 
answer all requirements. Under a license from the inventor of the boat William 
assembled the various sections in his factory and sold them to river steamers. 
At this time his oldest son, Oliver began to work in the family business. 


In 1858 a bit of history was made when the company contracted to furnish 
an iron storage tank for coal oil for a company located nearby. This was the 
first iron storage tank of which there is any record and it was the predecessor 
of the countless thousands of oil storage tanks now in evidence throughout 
the world. In addition to building tanks, iron roof frames, corregated iron, and 
other items, William Scaife also patented in 1860 the first iron barrel, a direct 
ancestor of todays familiar oil drum. 

Charles Cooke Scaife, William’s second son, who was to become the third 
generation head of the business began to work in the shop December 5, 1861. 
Shortly thereafter he left the company to serve with the Union Army in the 
Civil War. On one or two occasions when the Confederate Army was pressing 
north and had seized Chambersburg, all the employees of the company were 
put to work digging trenches in the hills surrounding: Pittsburgh looking to- 
ward the possibility of the military defense of the city should Confederate 
successes continue. During the Civil War, asin the Mexican War and the War 
of 1812, the company furnished war supplies for the nation. 
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In 1869, William secured a basic patent for the construction of a “dome 
head range boiler.” This permitted the use of light gauge metal in the heads 
of boilers and greatly reduced their cost of construction. Manufacture of these 
range boilers continues today to be an important activity of the company. 

On June 1, 1871, the business was reorganized as a partnership. The name 
Wm. B. Scaife and Sons was adopted. The partners were William, Oliver P. 
and Charles C. Scaife. Oliver and Charles continued the business after William 
died in 1876. In 1890, after the company had begun to design and construct 
wrought iron buildings and bridges, Oliver sold his interest to Charles. The 
latter built in 1893 a modern plant on land he purchased on the Allegheny 
River at Oakmont. He took into the business his two sons, James Verner and 
William, the fourth generation. In December, 1901, William B. Scaife and 
Sons Company was incorporated. Charles Scaife died in 1915 and his oldest 
son James Verner Scaife was elected president. In 1916, the downtown works 
was abandoned and all manufacturing moved to Oakmont. Only a sales office 
remained in Pittsburgh. In the W orld War I years for the first time the busi- 
ness volume exceeded one million dollars annually, the company making vital 
supplies for the armed forces. 

After graduating from Yale in 1920, Alan M. Scaife, son of James Verner 
Scaife, entered the business as the first of the fifth generation. His brother, 
James Verner Scaife, Jr., followed him several years later and commenced 
work in the sales department. James Verner Scaife, Sr., died in March, 1930 
and Alan succeeded him as president while James Verner Scaife, Jr. became 
vice president. 

It was during the early 1930’s that the company became a major supplier 
of liquified petroleum gas cylinders. This product is today one of the most 
important of those manufactured by the company. 

In 1934, Alan Scaife resigned to become board chairman of the Pittsburgh 
Coal Company, and Verner succeeded him as president. Later, Alan, whose 
biography appears on other pages, became board chairman of Scaife Company. 

In 1936, Archie V. Murray entered the company’s employ as an accountant. 
Today he 1s president of the company and 1s the first man whose name was 
not Scaife to serve in this capacity. Under his leadership the company expanded 
its activities and in World War II was an important manufacturer of 4.2 trench 
mortar shells, the design of which Scaife Company developed in its research 
fellowship at the Mellon Institute. During the World War II era the company 
was also the lowest cost producer of 500-lb. GP aerial bombs in the United 
States. 

Although the manufacture of munitions had been discontinued after World 
War II, the Korean “police action” made it necessary for the company to 
again set up its mortar shell line. Also at this time it commenced the fabrication 
of armor plate for tanks. 

In January, 1952, Richard Mellon Scaife, son of Alan, started work in the 
Mellon Institute on the Scaife Company Fellowship—the sixth generation. silt 
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any common links can be discerned among the men who have carried on the 
company so long,” says Alan Scaife, “I believe these to be devotion to good 
workmanship, pride in Pittsburgh, and a belief in America.” 


BARBARA ANNE RUSSELL 


A one-time “Quiz Kid,” who was the “baby” of her class at the University 
of Pittsburgh Law School and the youngest woman attorney in Allegheny 
County at the time of her admission to the Bar in 1952, Barbara Anne Russell 
has in a comparatively short time become one of the more prominent citizens 
of Pittsburgh. She has had a hand in the shaping of the model housing code 
for the City of Pittsburgh and given leadership in a variety of civic, political, 
educational and welfare organizations. Few young women are more active 
in affairs than she. 


Miss Russell was born in Pittsburgh on November 30, 1927, the daughter 
of two other natives of the city, C. R. Russell, who is a member of the real 
estate department of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, and Mildred 
(Bauer) Russell, daughter of Charles W. and Anna Marie (Spurk) Bauer. In 
1945 Miss Russell, then seventeen, was graduated with high honor from Sacred 
Heart High School. Three years later and again with high honor she was 
awarded the degree of Bachelor of Science in Business Administration at the 
University of Pittsburgh. In another three years, or in 1951, she was granted 
the degree of Bachelor of Laws by the university’s School of Law. Both her 
youth and the extraordinary caliber of her scholarship made her a popular 
student in her school days. Her five feet five, light brown hair and green 
eyes and the bubbling, energetic personality which is now so well known 
throughout the city helped too, In pre-law and law school days she was a 
member of the John Marshall Club, honorary pre-law organization; Beta 
Gamma Sigma, honorary business administration co-educational fraternity; 
chairman of the Junior League of Women Voters and a member of the 
Women’s Speech Association and Women’s Self-Government Commission. 


From the time she took her professional degree to the time of her admission 
to the Bar, Miss Russell served a law clerkship with Arthur L. McLaughlin, 
Jr., Esq. On February 14, 1952, then twenty-four years old, she was admitted 
to practice before the courts of Allegheny County. On April 17, 1952, she 
was admitted to the Bar of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. In her first 
eighteen months as a full-fledged attorney, Miss Russell practiced with her 
preceptor in the Law and Finance Building. In that period, also, she was a 
member of the Public Health Law Research Project of the University of Pitts- 
burgh School of Law, serving as a research fellow from January 1, 1953, to 
July 31, 1953, and it was then she worked on model housing code. She was 
assigned to the group which specialized in modernizing regulations to replace 
those in operation in Pittsburgh from 1911 on. On August 1, 1953, Miss Russell 
became associated with Seif, Schultz and Frost, 1111 Berger Building, and 
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since then she has conducted a general law practice with taxes a specialty. 

To perfect herself as a lawyer and as a public speaker, Miss Russell has 
made her activity in the Toastmistress Club of Pittsburgh one of her hobbies 
and through it she has added considerably to her reputation. She served as 
secretary of the club from July to December, 1953, and was installed as presi- 
dent in January, 1954. She has become a proficient speaker through her work 
with the club and a skilled teacher of the art to others. Her interest in other 
forms of art, particularly portraiture, has also brought her before the public. 
She was one of the hostesses of the one-man show staged by the celebrated 
Argentinian portrait painter, Elias Meyer Arana, in the Schenley Hotel and 
both she and her mother were subjects of spectacular paintings by that artist. 
They were among the women whose “eyes of mystery” Senor Arana admired. 
Another hobby of Miss Russell’s is languages, such as German and Spanish, 
and still another is the collecting of antique and foreign jewelry. Travel par- 
ticularly to Mexico and Cuba is a natural sequitur from these interests and it 
becomes Miss Russell’s final hobby. She has served on the board of the Authors’ 
Club of Pittsburgh since 1952 and is also a member of the Allegheny County 
Bar Association and Allegheny County League of Women Voters. She wor- 
ships in Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church and, unmarried, makes her 
home at 6108 Howe Street. She is not only one of Pittsburgh’s best known 
women but also one of the most popular. 


NANCY WELFER 


Behind her a successful World War II Naval career, Nancy Welfer is now 
engaged in an equally successful civilian career—as an attorney. She has done 
research in public health law and conducted a private practice and 1s now one 
of the attorneys on the staft of the Mellon National Bank. She is well known 
not only in legal circles but in women’s organizations and social spheres. 


Miss Welfer was born in Pittsburgh on July 13, 1920, the daughter of Frank 
M. Welfer and the late Bertha (Harrison) Welfer. Her father in his early 
life worked on his own father’s truck farm, one of the largest of its kind in 
their area of the city, then extremely rural, now a heavily congested urban 
region. [he Welfers peddled their vegetables and took them to market in 
horse-drawn wagons. Later in life Frank Welfer, keeping pace with the 
changes overtaking his native region, became a building contractor and con- 
tributed to the growth of Pittsburgh. 

Miss Welfer received her preparatory education through tutoring and re- 
ceived the degree of Bachelor of Arts from the University of Pittsburgh in 
1940. In July, 1943, after working for several years for Gulf Oil Corporation, 
she enlisted in the United States Navy and becaine a candidate for Officers 
Training School immediately. As an Ensign she was assigned to the Supply 
Corps, with which she served until her separation from the active service in 
April, 1946. By then she had been promoted to Lieutenant (Junior Grade). 
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Later, through service in the Inactive Reserve, she was promoted to Lieu- 
tenant. 


Returning to her education, she entered the School of Law at the Univer- 
sity of Pittsburgh; in 1949 she was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws 
and in 1950 was admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County. She immediately 
began her private practice, taking time off to work at the Law School with a 
project doing research into public health law. In 1951, she was appointed to 
the staff of the Mellon National Bank and Trust Company assigned to the 
Estate Planning Division. She is a member of Pi Tau Phi and Phi Sigma Alpha 
honorary fraternities and the Theatron, Quill and John Marshall Clubs. Un- 
married, she makes her home at 950 Kennebec Street. She worships in 
Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church, and law is not only her profession but 
her hobby and recreation. She is described as very attractive, pleasant and 
friendly and as popular both professionally and socially. 


THOMAS EDWARD BARTON 


As an attorney conducting a private practice and serving as Assistant City 
Solicitor of the City of Pittsburgh, Thomas Edward Barton finds numerous 
opportunities to serve his fellow citizens on what might be called the welfare 
front. He has given leadership in work for social agencies and public educa- 
tion and in the field of race relations and has won a position of eminence in 
the community. 

Born in Des Moines, Iowa, on May 20, 1897, he is the son of Thomas Elijah 
and Antoinette (Steele) Barton. His father, a native of Franklin County, Ala- 
bama, joined the Union Army at the age of fourteen, becoming a first Sergeant 
in the 110th Ohio Regiment. After the Civil War, he adopted the trade of 
barber and was placed in charge of shops in the United States House of Rep- 
resentatives. He held this post for many years. He lies buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery. The mother, a native of lowa, was the daughter of Charles 
and Maria Steele. 

Thomas Edward Barton’s education was interrupted by World War I. 
After serving with the armed forces in that conflict, he resumed his prepara- 
tions for a career in the Bar. He took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at the 
University of Pittsburgh in 1918, his degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1925. He 
was elected to Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. Admitted to the Bar of Allegheny 
County in 1925, he has been in general practice in Pittsburgh since then, his 
present office being at 527 Fifth Avenue. He served as counsel for the Un- 
employment Compensation Board of Review in 1938 and in the same year 
also became Assistant City Solicitor. Since 1942 he has been assigned to negli- 
gence trial work. 

On October 3, 1922, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Barton married Sadie Washington, 
daughter of Henry and Anna Washington. Mrs. Barton is active in the Pitts- 
burgh Urban League, the National Association for the Advancement of 
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Colored People and in the work of the Warren Methodist Church. Mr. Barton 
is also an ardent participant in the church program. He and his wife make their 
home at 588 Oakwood Street. Formerly a member of the boards of directors 
of the Pittsburgh Community Chest and the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Ameri- 
can National Red Cross, Mr. Barton is now serving on the Pittsbburgh Board 
of Public Education and the executive boards of the Pittsburgh Urban League 
and Pittsburgh Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. He is a member of the Pittsburgh Lodge, Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, and the Allegheny County Bar Association. His 
political affiliation is with the Democratic Party. Reading and growing flowers 
are his major recreations. The author of a fully recognized contribution to 
community betterment, Mr. Barton enjoys a position of ails veer in Pittsburgh 


and Allegheny County. 


HONORABLE HERMAN P. EBERHARTER 


An attorney by profession, the Honorable Herman P. Eberharter may be 
said to have been in public service since World War I days, when he was an 
officer in the armed forces. He has been a Democratic leader in Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny County, the state and nation for years and has served the Pittsburgh 
area in the National House of Represenatives since January, 1937, being now 
a member of its powerful Ways and Means Committee. He has introduced and 
supported legislation which has aided not only his native district but the coun- 
try as a whole. 


Congressman Eberharter was born in Pittsburgh on April 29, 1892, the son 
of Jacob and Louisa (Ramer) Eberharter. His father, a native of Austria, was 
a merchant tailor who owned and operated a popular establishment in Pitts- 
burgh. The mother was a native of Armstrong County, Pennsylvania. After his 
graduation from Fifth Avenue High School, Congressman Eberharter attended 
Duquesne University Law School, taking the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 
1925. He worked his way through law school, studying for the bar at night. 
He entered the service as a Private of Infantry on September 7, 1918. He was 
commissioned a Second Lieutenant, Infantry Officers’ Reserve Corps on Janu- 
ary 15, 1919. He has maintained his officers’ Reserve Corps status and now 


holds the rank of Major, JAGC, USA Reserve. 


Admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar in 1925, Mr. Eberharter was engaged in 
a general practice of the law until his election to Congress. He has been ad- 
mitted to practice before the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania and the Supreme 
Court of the United States. Mr. Eberharter was one of the leading figures in 
the Democratic organization which so successfully worked for the election 
of Franklin D. Roosevelt in Pittsburgh in 1932 and he has continued influential 
in the liberal ranks of the party since then. He was elected to the Pennsylvania 
Assembly for service in its sessions of 1935 and 1936, and his fellow Democrats 
in the legislature named him Assistant Democratic Floor Leader. 
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In November, 1936, he was elected to the 75th Congress and has been re- 
elected to each succeeding Congress. He was an influential backer of the New 
Deal (Roosevelt) and Fair Deal (Truman) programs and has himself been 
active throughout his long Congressional career on behalf of important tax, 
social and other legislation. He served on the House Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee from December 2, 1940, to December 2, 1943, when he was unanimously 
elected to serve on the Ways and Means Committee, of which he has since 
been a member through each session. Also, he is Vice-Chairman of the Demo- 
cratic National Congressional Committee. 

The Congressman and Emma Ann Naughton, daughter of James J. and Ida 
(McNulty) Naughton, were married at New Castle on January 13, 1934. In 
addition to her role as wife, mother and homemaker, Mrs. Eberharter has been 
a Cub Scout leader, is a member of The Advisory Board of the Congressional 
Club, member of the Woman’s National Democratic Club, as well as other 
civic and social clubs both in Pittsburgh and Washington, D.C. For many 
years she has assisted her husband as a member of his Congressional and law 
office staff. His Pittsburgh office is at 718 Federal Building, his home at 5521 
Wilkins Avenue. The Eberharters have two sons—Herman P., Jr., and James 
J. The family worships in the Roman Catholic Church. 

Congressman Eberharter is a member of the Allegheny County Bar As- 
sociation, the American Judicature Society, the National Press Club of Wash- 
ington, D.C., The Pennsylvania Society of Washington, D.C.; Pittsburgh 
Lodge, No. 1196, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks; Fort Black Post, 
No. 538, American Legion; the Jefferson Islands Club, of which he is a gov- 
ernor, and the Army-Navy Country Club. Golf and fishing are his chief rec- 
reations. He is five feet eleven inches tall, weighs 165 pounds and has blue eyes, 
light skin and hair. He enjoys people in general, 1s affable and pleasant and 
is playing a role of the utmost importance in the nation’s affairs. 


G. WILLIAM JONES, JR. 


As an attorney who has given distinguished and faithful service to his neigh- 
bors and community, G. William Jones, Jr., has made a reputation which will 
long endure. He is one of the senior citizens who has endeared himself to the 


public. 


Mr. Jones was born on August 2, 1876, at 25 Pearl Street, Allegheny, now 
Parkhurst Street, Pittsburgh. By coincident, his father was born on a street of 
similar name but in the nation’s largest city. The birth of George William Jones 
(Sr.) occurred at 514 Pearl Street, in the heart of Old New York, not far from 
Wall Street, on June 27, 1840. When he came to Allegheny County in 1851 
he set himself up in business as a confectioner at 222, now 1200, Federal Street, 
Allegheny. He became the owner of extensive properties and was influential 
in a large segment of the county. The son of George William Jones (who died 
in 1845) and of Augusta Rebecca (Dannenberg) Jones, he used the surname 
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Dickey until he was twenty-one; his mother, on ending her widowhood, mar- 
ried Robert Dickey. The mother of G. William Jones, Jr., was Elizabeth Jane 
(Gould) Jones, who was born in Webster, Westmoreland County, on January 
28, 1839, the daughter of Jacob and Ann (McCartney) Gould. 

Mr. Jones received his early education in the Third Ward Public School in 
Allegheny. Later he attended Pittsburgh Academy and the University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor. Admitted to the Allegheny County Bar in June, 1900, 
he has since been in general practice in Pittsburgh. His office is in Suite 522, 
Empire Building. 

On June 18, 1903, Mr. Jones married Clara Belle Stewart, daughter of 
George Washington and Anna LaRene (Ishenbaugh) Stewart. They became 
the parents of four children—-1. George William Jones, III, prominent in the 
real estate business, whose biography appears separately in this history. He 
married Truth Esmeralda Crawford and is the father of George William Jones, 
IV. 2. Stewart Howell Jones, who died at the age of six months. 3. Richard 
Gould Jones, who married Mary Virginia Eleanor Behen, and is the father of 
Anne Marie Jones, Richard Gould Jones, Jr., and Olive Elizabeth Jones. 4. Al- 
berta Stewart, the wife of William James Weiland and mother of William 
James Weiland, Jr., Edward Stewart Weiland, Christine Catherine Weiland, 
and Alberta Arleen Weiland. 

Mr. Jones makes his home at Manor Road and Fernwood Street, in Wex- 
ford. He and his family worship at the F ranklin Methodist Church, Ingomar, 
and he votes the Republican ticket. Always interested in educational matters, 
he served as a member of the McCandless Township School Board from 1921 
to 1925. He has held a variety of other “volunteer” leadership positions in the 
community and through functioning in these positions as well as his work as a 
member of the bar has achieved an honored position among his fellow citizens. 


GEORGE WILLIAM JONES, III 


A notable figure in the real estate, insurance and homebuilding businesses, 
George William Jones, ILI, has followed a family tradition of making himself 
available for community service and serving frequently when ‘“‘summoned.” 
He is the owner of the Real Realty Company, 522 Empire Building, and part- 
ner in Warrendale Realty Co. 

Born on May 6, 1904, Mr. Jones 1s the son of George William Jones, Jr., 
long an outstanding attorney and citizen of Allegheny County whose own life 
story appears on other pages of this history, and Clara Belle (Stewart) Jones. 
His birth took place at what was then the family home, at 1404 Monterey 
Street, on Pittsburgh’s north side, fairly close to the neighborhood in which his 
father was born. Three generations of the Jones family, all bearing the name 
of George William Jones, have been prominent in the life of Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County for almost a century. 
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George William Jones, III, began his education in the Pittsburgh and Mc- 
Candless Township public schools. Later he attended Allegheny High School 
and then the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He has made his career in 
the real estate business. The Real Realty Company has, under his guidance, 
become a large and well known general real estate, insurance and mortgage 
business with heavy operations in the general contracting field, especially in 
the erection of National prefabricated homes. 

Mr. Jones and Truth Esmeralda Crawford, daughter of George Morgan and 
Emma Magdalena (Klitsh) Crawford, were married in Pittsburgh on June 8, 
1938. Mrs. Jones, a graduate of Pennsylvania College for Women and Clarion 
State Teachers College, is a former grade and high school teacher and librarian. 
Among her educational posts was that of teacher at Bedford High School, 
Leetsdale, Pitcairn. Mr. and Mrs. Jones are the parents of George William 
Jones, IV. They reside at 208 Hoffman Road, Glenshaw, and worship in Glen- 
shaw Presbyterian Church, Ingomar. Mr. Jones, a Republican, enjoys wide- 
spread prestige in civic, social and business affairs throughout the county. 


GRACE DANLEY MOORE 


A leading figure in the business and professional life of Pittsburgh, Grace 
Danley Moore has made a career in two fields—the law and industrial engineer- 
ing. She is president and chairman of the board of directors of W. E. Moore 
and Company, Engineers, whose offices are at the foot of Thirty-second 
Otrect: 

Born in Pittsburgh on March 27, 1923, Miss Moore is the daughter of the 
late William E. Moore, who founded W. E. Moore and Company, and of Ruth 
Ann (Danley) Moore. Her father was a native of North Carolina, and her 
mother a native of Kentucky whose parents were Warren Stark and Ann 
(Olgilvie) Danley. Grace Danley Moore attended Winchester Thurston Prep- 
aratory School and Mount Holyoke College before entering Duke University, 
Durham, North Carolina, where she was awarded the degree of Bachelor of 
Arts. In 1949, she took the degree of Bachelor of Laws at the University of 
Pittsburgh School of Law. Her scholastic standing in her pre-professional and 
professional career is indicated by her election to Phi Beta Kappa, the honorary 
scholarship society, her service as Case Editor of the University of Pittsburgh 
Law Review and election to the legal society Order of the Coif. 

Miss Moore embarked on her career as a member of the Bar of Allegheny 
County by doing legal research for the University of Pittsburgh Law School 
in the Summer of 1950. She then practiced law as an associate with the firm 
of Paul, Lawrence and Rock. In November, 1952, after the death of her father 
she was elected president of W. E. Moore and Company and, subsequently, 
was also made board chairman. A separate account of this firm, which employs 
almost 400 persons and is an integral part of Pittsburgh’s industrial community, 
appears on other pages. Miss Moore, who is unmarried, makes her home at 1402 
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Browning Road and worships in Highland Presbyterian Church. She is a mem- 
ber of the Soroptimist Club of Pittsburgh and votes the Republican ticket. 
For recreation she plays bridge and is interested, as a spectator mainly, in 
various outdoor sports. As attorney and head of a large industrial engineering 
firm, she is making a major contribution to developments in her native city. 


W. E. MOORE AND COMPANY 


For four decades W. E. Moore and Company, Engineers, whose shop and 
offices are located at the foot of Thirty-second Street, have been making a 
contribution to the industrial development of Western Pennsylvania. Founded 
in Pittsburgh on November 1, 1915, by the late William E. Moore, the firm 
originally acted as consulting engineers, but subsequently became a group of 
industrial engineers working in conjunction with afhliated companies to manu- 
facture and sell electric furnaces and dehumification equipment. 


At first, the head office was in the Union Bank Building and all consultation 
operations were conducted there, but with expansion into the industrial en- 
gineering field in 1920, a shop was opened on First Avenue. Further expansion 
forced the taking over of a larger shop on Duquesne Way in 1921. Since 1927, 
the concern has been housed in its present plant, where almost four hundred 
persons are now employed. 

Mr. Moore who died October 25, 1952 was succeeded as president by his 
daughter, Grace Danley Moore. She was elected to this office in November, 
1952, and subsequently was also made chairman of the board of directors. By 
profession an attorney and one of the best known women in public life in 
Pittsburgh, she is the subject of a biography to be found elsewhere in this his- 
tory. Her fellow officers are R. D. Moore, vice president, and T. Brooks, 
secretary-treasurer. The firm is a member of the Tri-State Industrial Associa- 
tion, in which it is represented by Miss Moore. W. E. Moore and Com- 
pany, continuing its phenomenal growth, is promoting modern developments 
in the heating and dehumification fields and, thereby, the general development 
of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. 


IRA H. GORDON 
Ira H. Gordon, a World War II Naval aviation officer, has helped to pilot 


a “packaged home” business at Elizabeth, Pa. into one of the largest of its kind 
in the country. As president and chairman of the board of directors of Swift 
Homes, Inc., and head of three affiliated and supporting companies, his com- 
pany sells an average of 6000 low-cost dwellings yearly. Pre-engineered and 
precision-built on a production line conveyor belt system of the highest efhi- 
ciency, the ranch-type homes are so easy to assemble that Mr. Gordon says 
that almost anyone, without experienced assistance, can assemble one—and 
this is true of 70 percent of Swift’s customers. In a comparatively short time 
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Mr. Gordon’s company has risen to a position of outstanding importance in the 


field of factory-built homes. 


He was born in Cleveland, Ohio, on June 5, 1922, the son of David P. and 
Sarah Gordon. His father, formerly sales manager for the Texas Oil Company, 
is now the distributor for Swift Homes, Inc., in Western Pennsylvania. Ira 
Gordon attended schools in Cleveland’s Shaker Heights district and Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio, and completed his education at Western Reserve 
University, Cleveland. World War II began as he was studying business ad- 
ministration at Miami University. He left his education to enter the armed 
forces and the famed Pensacola Naval Air Training Station. After winning 
his wings, he served eighteen months in the Pacific on an aircraft carrier, par- 
ticipated in many major engagements, including Okinawa, and was decorated. 
He was released to inactive status in 1946, although he is still in the Naval Re- 
serves. 


He returned to Cleveland and joined a brokerage firm, which was a member 
of the New York Stock Exchange. While working as a broker he completed 
his education, at night, at Western Reserve. In 1947, he came to Pittsburgh, 
where both he and his father worked for a firm that was selling pre-fabricated 
houses. This experience gave him the idea of starting his own business in this 
field. Investing his small savings in his idea, he leased a warehouse in Clairton, 
formed a corporation with four additional investors and then spent six months 
on the road establishing dealers for the aluminum garages Swift Homes had 
started to manufacture; meanwhile, his company added aluminum houses to 
their garage product. 


Early in the Summer of 1950, Mr. Gordon’s father joined the firm by 
establishing the Western Pennsylvania distributorship. With business increas- 
ing by mid-1950, Swift homes began expanding. It ultimately leased produc- 
tion space in seven Clairton warehouses. An aluminum shortage caused by 
the “police action” in Korea forced Mr. Gordon’s company to substitute wood 
for the metal in its pre-built homes. 

Late in 1951 a Navy order convinced Ira Gordon he needed more space 
and a six-acre tract in Elizabeth, purchased on speculation, was selected as a 
new site, to fill the Navy contract. The Navy order called for 1600 rocket 
containers daily, with delivery beginning within twenty-five days. The rocket 
container assembly line was located at Elizabeth, an entire plant and two ware- 
houses were constructed and production was under way by the end of the 
three-week period. 


When the Navy’s contract expired, Swift moved their entire Clairton Hous- 
ing plant to their new location in Elizabeth. Thousands of two to five-bedroom 
homes have been sold in “packages” in the Pittsburgh and Tri-State areas and 
in 24 other states. Swift Homes had a fleet of twenty-eight trucks in 1954 and 
was considering enlarging it to deliver homes as far away as California. On 
the doors of these trucks is the whimsical safety-first and promotional slogan: 
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“Don’t be a home wrecker. We're delivering America’s finest factory built 
houses.” 

Mr. Gordon thinks that coming to Allegheny County was the best thing 
he ever did. He has not only made his success here, but met and married here. 
The bride was Nannette Lhormer, a native of Pittsburgh. The wedding took 
place on September 11, 1949. Mrs. Gordon’s special interest outside her home 
and family is educational and other work for underprivileged children. The 
Gordons have two sons, Scott, born on April 19, 1951, and Peter, born March 
5, 1954. They are both active ina variety of civic programs. Mr. Gordon, be- 
sides heading Swift Homes, Inc., is president of United Dealers Corporation, 
a financing agency; Swift Wholesale and Supply Company and Jamenall 
Manufacturing Company, which produces complete door units. He is a mem- 
ber of the Home Builders Association of Pittsburgh, and is a licensed real estate 
salesman. A flying enthusiast, he holds a license as a commercial pilot from 
the Civil Aeronautics Authority. A proponent of the sale of low-cost homes 
off the assembly line, automobile industry style, he has already improved life 
for thousands of Americans who, with limited means, have been wanting homes 
of their own. 


DAVID A. LEY 


The development of a portion of Allegheny County for residential pur- 
poses may be attributed to the earnest and diligent efforts of a young Penn- 
sylvanian who has become known throughout the Northern Section of Alle- 
oheny County—David A. Ley. A real estate and insurance broker, Mr. Ley 
is active in civic circles, in volunteer firemen’s groups and in social life. 

He was born in Wilkinsburg on April 1, 1926, the son of George A. and C. 
Stella (Englert) Ley. His father, born in Pittsburgh, is a labor consultant. The 
mother, also a native of Allegheny County, is the daughter of George and 
Margaret Englert. David Ley attended Central Catholic High School and 
Ursinus College, Villanova College and the University of Pittsburgh. In 1947 
and 1948 he was a salesman with the Liberty Mutual Insurance Company. He 
then enlisted in the United States Navy in 1944 and resigned in 1946. He 
then applied for and received an inactive commission in 1948. Late in 1948 
he was commissioned an Ensign in the inactive Naval Reserve. He retains his 
Reserve status. Since leaving the active service Mr. Ley has been a real estate 
and insurance broker and a notary public. He lays out and sells land develop- 
ments in the Fox Chapel, Indiana Township and West Deer Districts and is 
a member of the Pittsburgh Lodge, Loyal Order of Moose; Indiana Township 
Volunteer Firemen’s Association and the Phi Kappa Fraternity Alumni. 

On May 29, 1948, he and Mary Louise Barrett, daughter of Dr. William H. 
Barrett and Marie Barrett, were united in a nuptial mass at Sacred Heart 
Church. They are now communicants of St. Mary’s of the Middle Road 
Catholic Church, Glenshaw. Mrs. Ley is a member of Theta Phi Alpha So- 
rority Alumni. She and her husband have two daughters—Christine Ellen Ley 
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and Barbara Louise Ley. Their home is on R. D. No. 11, Dorseyville Road. 
Mr. Ley, a Republican, 1s active in civic affairs. His hobby, which he pursues 
in a shop at his home, is woodworking. Other recreations are golf and boating. 
He is participating in and promoting the contemporary growth of his native 
county. 


WILLIAM JAMES AIKEN, JR. 


A member of the younger group of lawyers rapidly making a reputation in 
Western Pennsylvania, William James Aiken, Jr., 1s also prominent in the 
political field, the Presbyterian Church and veterans’ circles. He serves as 
Justice of the Peace in his home community, Edgewood. His law office 1s at 
1220 Berger Building, Pittsburgh. 


Mr. Aiken was born in Braddock on December 4, 1920, into a family old 
in American history. He is a descendant of members of Washington’s Army 
of the Revolution. His parents were William James and Mary (Little) Aiken. 
The father, a native of Port Perry, was a lawyer whose death occurred in 1948. 
The mother, now making her home in Edgewood, is the daughter of John and 
Elizabeth Little of that community. 


William J. Aiken, Jr., began his education in the public schools of Edge- 
wood. From high school he went to Allegheny College, where he took the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts. He prepared for the legal profession at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh School of Law, at which he was awarded the degree of 
Bachelor of Laws. In his college days he was elected to Phi Gamma Delta, the 
social fraternity; Delta Sigma Rho, forensics recognition society, and Kappa 
Phi Kappa, education fraternity. At the law school he was accepted into mem- 


bership by Phi Delta Phi, the legal fraternity. 


Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County the year he was awarded his law 
degree, 1948, Mr. Aiken has been in continuous practice since then. His prac- 
tice, which he conducts independently, has shown a steady growth since he 
first opened his office. One of the evidences of his growing success is his selec- 
tion as Justice of the Peace in Edgewood. Active in Republican politics, he 
was his party’s candidate for the State Legislature in 1952. He 1s a member of 
the Allegheny County Bar Association, Sons of the American Revolution, 
American Legion, University Club of Pittsburgh and The Edgewood Club. 
He serves as secretary and a director of the last-named organization. Called 
away from his schooling in 1942 for World War II service, Mr. Aiken was 
attached to the Finance Department of the United States Army Air Forces. 
He was stationed at various air bases in the South and in the Pacific Theater of 
Operations. When separated from the service he was holding the non-commis- 
sioned rank of Corporal. 


On August 11, 1951, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Aiken married Jean L. Risser, 
daughter of Walter S. and Ruth Risser of Wilkinsburg. They make their home 
at 169 Gordon Street, Edgewood. Mrs. Aiken is well known in educational 


583 


BICENTENNIAL HIstTory OF 


work and women’s organizations. She is former assistant dean of women at 
the University of Pittsburgh and ts active in Kappa Kappa Gamma Sorority 
alumnae groups, the P.E.O. Sisterhood and a variety of women’s clubs. They 
worship in the Presbyterian Church, Mr. Aiken being a member of the board 
of deacons. His hobbies and recreations include politics, books, baseball and 
“everything else.” Of growing popularity and influence in the professional 
and civic life of the county, he already occupies a position of at least modest 
importance among his fellow citizens. 


CLAIR D. MOSS 


At one time on the legal staff of the United States Department of Internal 
Revenue, Clair D. Moss has been in practice as an attorney in Pittsburgh for 
three decades. In addition to the prominence he has achieved in his profession 
he has a reputation in the fraternal world, among war veterans and in church 
circles. 


Born in Malmoa, North Carolina, on Were 10, 1897, Mr. Moss is the son 
of James Henry and Mary Sophia (Hunter) Moss and ‘ne grandson of Madi- 
son Moss, who was badly wounded in the Battle of Gettysburg while serving 
with the Union forces. His father, a native of Wrightsville, York County, died 
in 1951 at the age of ninety-four. He was a farmer, merchant and Justice of 
the Peace. The mother, a native of Clearfield County, the daughter of John H. 
and Jennie Hunter, died in 1944, at the age of seventy-eight. 


The attorney was graduated from the Freeport Public High School in 1916. 
In World War I, he served with the United States Army and was promoted 
to the rank of Corporal. Continuing his education after the war, he took the 
degree of Bachelor of Science in Economics at the University of Pittsburgh 
in 1923 and that of Bachelor of Laws in 1925. In his undergraduate days he 
was president of the college chapter of Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity and at law 
school he was president of his chapter of Phi Delta Phi, the legal fraternity. 

Admitted to the Bar in 1926, he served as lawyer with the United States 
Internal Revenue Department until 1928. He now has one of the most extensive 
practices in the county. His office is at 802 Frick Bldg., and his residence is at 
7155 Meade Street. He 1s a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association 
and in various fraternal bodies, including the Masonic, Pittsburgh Lodge, No. 
46, Loyal Order of Moose, of which he 1s a past governor; and Pittsburgh 
Lodge, No. 11, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. In his veterans’ ac- 
tivities, he is a charter member and commander of Schenley Post, No. 663, 
American Legion; past correspondent of Pittsburgh Voiture No. 5, Forty and 
Eight, and is also a charter member of Charles B. Gillespie Post, No. 110, and 
Frick Park Post, No. 874, American Legion. 

Mr. Moss married Mary A. Gentille, daughter of Samuel and Mary Gentile, 
in Pittsburgh on June 24, 1949. Mrs. Moss has a reputation in the world of 
education and recreation and among wives of ex-servicemen. She was the first 
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girl cheer leader in Allegheny County schools. In 1915, she was both basket- 
ball player and cheer leader at the South Side High School. She continued mak- 
ing a reputation as a student and athletics participant at South High School and 
at Duquesne University, where she took the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 
1931. She became a school teacher and eventually was appointed supervisor 
of many North Side playgrounds. Working side by side with her husband 
in the American Legion, she was the organizer and first president of the Frick 
Park Post Auxiliary, Unit 874. Mr. Moss has one daughter—Harriet Elizabeth 
(Betsy) Moss, who attends Winston Dunston School. 


The family worships in the East End Christian Church. He is a Republican 
and travel is his favorite recreation. Mrs. Moss, asked to describe her husband, 
first mentioned that he is five feet eleven inches tall and weighs 220 pounds and 
then added: “He is active, cordial, friendly, jovial and generous—a man to be 
feared in the court room, a man to be loved in the home.” 


HONORABLE THOMAS P. GEER 


Though a member of the Bar of Allegheny County since 1943, the Honor- 
able Thomas P. Geer did not begin his private practice until 1946. That was 
because for more than three years he was a member of the armed forces in 
World War II. Since then he has risen high in his profession, in politics, in civic 
work and in the Presbyterian Church. Today he is a member of the State 
House of Representatives and Solicitor for Ohio and McCandless ‘Townships. 


Mr. Geer was born in Bellevue on October 23, 1918, the son of Paul Leonard 
and Charlotte (Faulk) Geer. His father, now retired, was a prominent indus- 
trial executive who was active in civic and social life. Thomas Geer was gradu- 
ated from Bellevue High School; from Pennsylvania State College with the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts and from the University of Pittsburgh Law School 
with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. Admitted to the Bar in 1943, he applied 
for and received a commission in the United States Army and was assigned as 
a special investigator in the Security Intelligence Division. After his separation 
from the service in 1946, he began his practice. He is now a partner in the law 
firm of McMonigle, Geer and Moore, with offices in the Jones Law Building. 


On October 27, 1945, in Pittsburgh, he married Elva K. Kelly and they have 
one son, Paul K. Geer, who was born in 1951. Their home is on McCutcheon 
Road, Ingomar, and they worship in the Bellevue Presbyterian Church, in 
which Mr. Geer is an elder. Mr. Geer, a Republican, has been active in politics 
since the beginning of his professional career. He was first elected to the House 
of Representatives from the Thirteenth District in Allegheny County in 1950 
and has served on important committees. He has introduced and sponsored 1m- 
portant measures and otherwise participated in governmental functions with 
such distinction as to win widespread popularity in the county, 

His service as Solicitor for the two townships has added to his reputation. In 


the past he has held office in the North Boroughs Chamber of Commerce, 
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YMCA, Young Republicans, American Bar Association, American Legion. He 
is presently a leader in the Pittsburgh Presbytery Council of Presbyterian Men. 
He is also a member of the Allegheny County and American Bar Associations. 
His fraternities, social and legal, are Sigma Nu and Phi Delta Phi. The fact 
that he has achieved so much in so short a time, and at a comparatively young 


age, has added to his prestige. 


HONORABLE PAUL F. JONES 


The man who represented Allegheny County’s First District in the State 
House of Representatives has spent more than a decade in the profession of law 
and in the public service. The Honorable Paul F. Jones has occupied a variety 
of public and quasi-public posts, is a leader among Democrats and the colored 
people of Western Pennsylvania and 1s associated with movements whose 
aims are harmonious and cooperative relations among persons of all colors and 
beliefs. 

Mr. Jones was born in Louisville, Kentucky, in 1909. He was brought to 
Allegheny County when he was eleven years old and received most of his 
education here. After attending the University of Pittsburgh, he prepared for 
the legal profession at the Duquesne University Law School, where he was 
awarded the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1943. He was admitted to the Bar 
in Allegheny County on May 31, 1943, and service with the United States 
Army in World War Il followed. He now holds the rank of Lieutenant in the 
Army Reserve. 

Mr. Jones was working and supporting his wife and himself in the days he 
was preparing for the Bar. He married Antoinette Westmoreland on December 
27, 1939. His early career included employment as a clerk in the County 
Treasurer’s Office for three years and as a referee for the State Workmen’s 
Compensation Board for four and one-half years. Since 1943, he has been a 
practicing attorney. In 1940, he became a member of the Pittsburgh Board of 
Water Assessors, a post he held until 1952. In January 1952 he was appointed 
Solicitor to the City Controller of the City of Pittsburgh where he served 
until January 1954, and secretary of the board of directors of Hill City. His 
law office is at 527 Fifth Avenue, his home at 920 Clarissa Street. 

Active in Democratic politics for years, and a civic leader throughout that 
period, he was first elected to the State House of Representatives in 1950. As 
a legislator he identified himself with a forward-looking program. On January 
5, 1954 he resigned from the Legislature and was elected to the Pittsburgh City 
Council to fill the unexpired term of William Davis who took office as Sheriff. 

He is chairman of the Allegheny County Colored Democratic Organization 
and past chairman of the legal redress committee of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. He is a member of the Advisory 
Council of the Urban League and the management committee of the Centre 
Avenue Young Men’s Christian Association. Also, he is active in the Allegheny 
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County Bar Association. His fraternity is Omega Psi Phi and his church is the 
Central Baptist. Bridge is his favorite recreation. His political and professional 
career is on a constantly rising curve. 


D. LEE McCONAUGHY 


One of the “grand old men” of the Bar of Allegheny County, D. Lee Mc- 
Conaughy has been in practice nearly a half century and his clientele through 
that period has represented virtually every field of interest. In his work as 
lawyer and as citizen concerned with the public welfare, he has contributed 
greatly to progress in Western Pennsylvania. 

Born in New Concord, Muskingum County, Ohio, on December 6, 1876, 
Mr. McConaughy is the son of Alexander and Martha (Atchison) Mc- 
Conaughy. His father, a Union soldier who served throughout the Civil War, 
was a music and school teacher as well as a prominent farmer in Ohio. The 
attorney obtained his early education in the grade and high schools of New 
Concord and at Muskingum College in his native county. He completed his 
education at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law, where he took the 
degree of Bachelor of Laws. Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County in 1912, 
he has conducted a general practice since then. He has always practiced 
without partners. His office is at 728 Bakewell Building. 


He is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association and the Presby- 
terian Church and has been a Republican all his life. In World War I, he was 
called up in the draft just before the Armistice of 1918 but was not inducted. 
Baseball and tennis are his favorite sports. Medium in stature, he is described as 
“spry and active,” not the least handicapped by his age. Unmarried, he makes 
his home at 1409 Mellon Street. One of the venerated elder statesmen of the 
Allegheny County Bar, he 1s also influential in the community at large. 


STEPHEN P. LAFFEY 


Associated in various capacities with the United States District Court for the 
Western District of Pennsylvania for nearly a decade, Stephen P. Laffey 1s 
now the Referee in Bankruptcy. He is also well known as an attorney in private 
practice and for his participation in community affairs. He served for nearly 
four years with the armed forces in World War II. 


Born in Pittsburgh on January 21, 1908, Mr. Laffey is the son of John J. and 
Bridget (Mackin) Laffey, both of whom were natives of Ireland. His father 
worked for the Pittsburgh Railways Company for forty-five years. A com- 
municant of the Roman Catholic Church now worshiping in St. Paul’s Ca- 
thedral, Mr. Laffey received his education in Pittsburgh institutions of the 
Church. He attended St. Agnes Parochial School for seven years and Duquesne 
University High School for four years. In 1931, the Duquesne University 
School of Law awarded him the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 
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Admitted to the Bar of Allegheny County he began a general practice of 
the law in Pittsburgh in 1932 and was so engaged until he entered the United 
States Army in 1942. Until 1946, he served as a special agent in the Army Se- 
curity and Intelligence Branch and in Criminal Investigations. He was assigned 
first to various parts of the United States and then to New Guinea and the 
Philippine Islands. When he returned home, he was appointed law clerk to 
Federal District Judge Wallace S. Gourley, a post he held for four years. In 
July, 1950, he was promoted to Clerk of the District Court for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania, and in July, 1953, was made Referee in Bankruptcy. 
He serves on the Federal Advisory Committee and 1s a member of the Alle- 
gheny County Bar Association. Baseball and professional football are his chief 
recreations. He is a Democrat. 


Mr. Laffey married Margaret Coyne, daughter of former State Senator 
James J. Coyne and Margaret (Walsh) Coyne, in Pittsburgh on June 18, 1947. 
They have two daughters—Margaret B. Laffey, born in April, 1948, and Mary 
Katherine Laffey, born in August, 1951. Their home ts at 4727 Wallingford 
Street. Though Mrs. Laffey confines her activities to home, children, husband 
and church, she is generally well known in the city and county. Mr. Laffey’s 
services as attorney and judicial arbitrator in Federal bankruptcy cases have 
made him one of the more important citizens of Western Pennsylvania. 


THOMAS LEWIS JONES 


Indicative of the esteem in which Thomas Lewis Jones has been held by his 
fellow citizens as lawyer and man are the important official posts he has oc- 
cupied in the course of his career. These have included Solicitorships to the 
City of Pittsburgh and nearby boroughs and service as Special Attorney Gen- 
eral of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and as a county law examiner. He 
has been in active practice for more than a score of years and is a partner in 
the law firm of Stewart and Jones, with offices at 707 Grant Building. 


Mr. Jones was born in Pittsburgh on November 20, 1908. His parents were 
Frederick William and Mary Anne (Hopkins) Jones. The father, a native of 
Llanllely, Wales, served as secretary of the Honorable James J. Davis, United 
States Secretary of Labor and United States Senator, and as director of ad- 
missions, Loyal Order of Moose, Mooseheart, Illinois. The attorney first at- 
tended the public schools of Pittsburgh. In 1926, he was graduated from Car- 
rick High School. Four years later he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts at 
Allegheny College and in 1933 that of Bachelor of Laws at Harvard Law 
School. At Allegheny College he was a member of the debating team. His fra- 
ternities, in college and law school, were Delta Sigma Rho, Omicron Delta 
Kappa, Phi Delta Theta and Pi Epsilon Delta. 

Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County in 1933, he has been engaged 
in a general practice of the law since then. One of his first public offices was 
that of Assistant City Solicitor of the City of Pittsburgh. He has also been So- 
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licitor of the Borough of Castle Shannon and the Borough of Whitehall. He 
served as Special Deputy Attorney General for the state in major cases. His 
present firm, Stewart and Jones, is engaged primarily in corporation, estate, 
real estate and insurance law. Among his interests outside the Bar are the Brent- 
wood Federal Savings and Loan Association and Whitehall Savings and Loan 
Association, of both of which he is a director. 

Mr. Jones married Anna Mae Zitzman, daughter of Edward and Anna R. 
Zitzman, in Pittsburgh on July 4, 1936. She is now district chairman, Allegheny 
District Council, Girl Scouts of America. Mr. and Mrs. Jones have two daugh- 
ters and a son—Anne S. Jones, Mary Lou Jones and Thomas Lewis Jones, Jr. 
Their home is at 4641 Sherwood Drive, Whitehall, and they worship in the 
Hamilton Presbyterian Church in that borough. Mr. Jones is a member of the 
church’s board of trustees. 


He 1s also a member and secretary of the Allegheny County Board of Law 
Examiners and a member of the board of directors of the South Community 
Young Men’s Christian Association. Prominent in Kiwanis International, he 
is former president of his club and past district governor of the Pennsylvania 
District. He is also a member of the Masonic fraternity, the Loyal Order of 
Moose and the South Hills Country Club. His professional organizations are 
the Allegheny County, Pennsylvania State and American Bar Associations. His 
political affiliation is with the Republican Party. For recreation he likes golf 
and gardening. He is honored in Allegheny County for his contribution to 
progress and welfare. 


ROBERT J. DODDS, JR. 


In practice since 1940, except for the World War II years when he was in 
the armed forces, Robert J. Dobbs, Jr., is now one of the prominent attorneys 
of Pittsburgh, a partner in the law firm of Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay. He 
has a special reputation in the field of corporation law, as lawyer and board 
member, and in community health, welfare and youth-serving agencies. 

Mr. Dodds was born in Pittsburgh on March 5, 1916, the son of Robert ie 
and Agnes J. (Raw) Dodds. His father, also a native of Allegheny County, has 
long been a leading member of the Allegheny County Bar. The younger Mr. 
Dodds was graduated from Shady Side Academy in 1933, from Yale Uni- 
versity with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1937 and from the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania College of Law, Philadelphia, with the Bachelor of 
Laws degree in 1940. Since his admission to the Bar that year, he has been as- 
sociated with Reed, Smith, Shaw and McClay, of which he is a partner. The 
firm’s office is at 747 Union Trust Building. In addition to his legal practice he 
serves on the board of Rockwell Spring and Axle Company and as assistant 
secretary of the Pittsburgh Steel Foundry Corporation. From 1941 to 1945 
Mr. Dodds was an officer in the United States Army. He holds the rank of 
Major of Infantry in the Army Reserve. 
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He married Patricia Colbert in Pittsburgh on November 23, 1946 and has 
one son, Robert J. Dodds, II. Mr. Dodds and his family make their home at 
5545 Aylesboro Avenue. They worship in the Sixth United Presbyterian 
Church, in which Mr. Dodds has held a number of offices and is a member of 
the building committee. 


In the community at large Mr. Dodds serves on the board of trustees of 
Shady Side Academy and the boards of directors of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association of Pittsburgh and the Children’s Hospital. He is a member of the 
Allegheny County, Pennsylvania and American Bar Associations, the Ameri- 
can Judicature Society, the American Legion, Duquesne Club, Pittsburgh Ath- 
letic Association, Longue Vue Club and Rolling Rock Club. In politics he is 
a Republican. He has gained the respect and confidence of a host of profes- 
sional colleagues and a large segment of the general community. 


HENRY R. SMITH, JR. 


The promotion of civil liberties, protection of minorities and harmonious 
relations among persons of all ethnic backgrounds and creeds has been a life- 
long concern of Henry R. Smith, Jr. Through his profession, the law, his par- 
ticipation in numerous organizations dedicated to the cause, he has been able 
to pursue this profound interest, with the result that he has become a noted 
figure in this, his native state. He has worked in movements aimed at pre- 
venting delinquency and at providing low cost housing for the under- 
privileged, for social security and for the perpetuation of the protection guar- 
anteed under the Constitutional Bill of Rights. 


Mr. Smith, born on February 6, 1917, in Philadelphia, the son of a parole 
officer, has been aware since childhood of the many problems which must be 
solved to eliminate only one of the evils besetting the nation, crime. His father 
was also born in Philadelphia. He died in April, 1953. The mother is the former 
Julia Anne Black, daughter of Henry and Elestine Black. The future lawyer 
was entered in elementary school in Philadelphia. In June, 1933, he was gradu- 
ated from Germantown High School in the Quaker City and in June, 1939, 
from Pennsylvania State College with the Bachelor of Arts degree. Another 
ten years were to pass before he took his degree of Bachelor of Laws at Du- 
quesne University School of Law in June, 1949. 

Meantime, by necessity, he held various jobs, but they provided him with 
more than the wherewithal to maintain a wife and family and to continue his 
education. They gave him opportunity to serve in the fields in which his major 
interests have lain his entire life. In the year 1941-42 he was physical director 
of Kay Boys’ Club of Pittsburgh. From 1942 to 1944, he was a clerk-investi- 
gator for the Pennsylvania Bureau of Unemployment Compensation in Pitts- 
burgh and from 1944 to 1951 he was a housing manager for the Housing Au- 
thority of the City of Pittsburgh. Within this period he completed his pro- 
fessional education and was admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County. In 1951 
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he was appointed Assistant District Attorney of Allegheny County and the 

following year Assistant General Counsel of the Housing Authority of the 

City of Pittsburgh. In 1953, he went into private practice as an attorney by 
becoming a member of the law firm of Jones, Smith and Freeland. 


Mr. Smith and Margaret Jane Marshall were married in Harrisburg on 
November 29, 1941. The daughter of Dr. A. Leslie Marshall, deceased, and 
Margaret B. Marshall, Mrs. Smith has taken part in many of the social and 
economic programs which have enlisted Mr. Smith’s leadership. She 1s former 
national editor, now national vice president, of Jack and Jill of America and 
in 1954 was serving as president of the Beltzhoover Parent-Teacher Associa- 
tion. She and Mr. Smith have three children—Leslie R. Smith, born on Decem- 
ber 10, 1943; Daryl H. Smith, born on May 28, 1945, and Camille E. Smith, 
born on March 30, 1953. Their home is at 707 Taft Avenue and they worship 
in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. 


Mr. Smith is president of the Pennsylvania State Conference, National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Colored People, and member of the board 
of directors and chairman of the legal redress committee of the organization’s 
Pittsburgh Branch. He is also director of the civil liberties program in Western 
Pennsylvania of the Improved Benevolent and Protective Order of the Elks 
of the World. Five feet eleven and one-half inches tall, and weighing 175 
pounds, with an affable disposition, he finds his recreation in the outdoors 
chiefly in golf, swimming and gardening. He is a registered Democrat. Some- 
what attesting the value the community has placed upon him is his selection 
in June, 1953, by Time Magazine and the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce 
as one of the one hundred future leaders of the metropolitan area. 


HENRY S. MOORE 


Prominent in the Bar of Allegheny County, Henry S. Moore is a partner 
in the law firm of McMonigle, Geer and Moore, with offices in Pittsburgh’s 
Jones Law Building. He has served as a Special Deputy Attorney General of 
the commonwealth and is currently on the legal staff of the Department of 
Revenue. He is also well known as a Republican. 

Mr. Moore, born in Hubbard, Ohio, on August 3, 1918, is the son of Scott 
H. and Gladys (Crow) Moore. His father, also a native of Hubbard, was a real 
estate broker who died some years ago. The mother, a native of Chicago, Illi- 
nois, makes her home in Hubbard. Henry Moore began his education in the 
public schools of that community and, following graduation from high school, 
attended Grove City College, where he took the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 
1940. He was continuing his education when the United States was plunged 
into World War II. In June, 1942, he entered the Army, with which he served 
until December, 1945. He was in combat in the European Theater of Opera- 
tions with the 75th Division. 

Resuming his education after his release to civilian status, Mr. Moore took 
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the degree of Bachelor of Laws at the University of Pittsburgh Law School 
in 1947. He was admitted to the Bar soon afterward. In 1947, he began private 
practice as an associate of the law firm of McCrady and Nicklas, Pittsburgh. 
In 1951, he and Thomas P. Geer, a member of the State House of Representa- 
tives, whose life is reviewed elsewhere in this history, formed a partnership 
under the firm name of Geer and Moore. They were joined in 1953 by Robert 
E. McMonigle and since then the firm has been called McMonigle, Geer and 
Moore. Mr. Moore served as Special Deputy Attorney General from 1951 to 
1953. He has been assistant legal counsel for the Allegheny County Inheritance 
Tax Office of the Department of Revenue since 1953. His professional mem- 
berships are in the Allegheny County, Pennsylvania and American Bar’ As- 
sociations and Phi Delta Phi, the legal fraternity. 

Mr. Moore married Betty A. Smith of Pittsburgh in this city in 1948. Three 
sons and a daughter have been born to the marriage— Thomas 5. Moore, Daniel 
P. Moore, Kathleen Anne Moore and Kevin C. Moore. The family home is at 
800 California Avenue, Oakmont. Mrs. Moore is active in the Oakmont Junior 
Women’s Club. The Moores worship in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Oakmont, in which Mr. Moore is a deacon. He is also prominent politically, 
being a former member of the board of directors of the Young Republicans of 
Allegheny County. Golf, hunting and fishing are his favorite sports. He is ad- 
mired for the success he has attained in his profession and the position he has 
won in the county. 


HARVEY MORTON ARONSON 


As attorney and corporation director Harvey Morton Aronson has availed 
himself of every opportunity to make a contribution to the industrial and ec- 
onomic growth of the Pittsburgh area and other portions of the nation. He 
has, in consequence, made what amounts to a national reputation in the spe- 
cialized spheres in which he has been active. Here in Allegheny County he has 
won a prominent place in civic and social circles. He is particularly well known 
in the Jewish community. 

Born in Pittsburgh on July 25, 1892, Mr. Aronson is the son of Samuel B. 
and Adelaide Leah (Goldman) Aronson, both of whom were prominent 
citizens of the community. His father, born in the early 1870s, was a pioneer 
wholesale merchant in Pittsburgh. The mother’s parents were Aaron and 
Rachel Goldman. Harvey M. Aronson, who attended Pittsburgh’s public 
schools, was graduated from Central High School and the University of Pitts- 
burgh. At the latter he took his degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1913. Admitted 
that year to the Allegheny County Bar he has since been engaged in a general 
practice, but has principally been solicitor and general counsel for financial and 
corporate business enterprises. He has been admitted to practice in all Pennsyl- 
vania courts and all Federal Courts, including the United States Supreme 
Court. His office is at 2108 Law and Finance Building. Among the concerns 
of which he is both legal representative and a director are Acme Stamping 
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and Manufacturing Company, Pittsburgh; Gardner Displays Company, Pitts- 
burgh, Chicago, Detroit and New York; Toyad Corporation, Pittsburgh, of 
which he is also an officer; Kobacker Stores, Inc., chain store organization 
headquartered in Toledo, and Reiner’s, Inc., Steubenville. He holds financial 
interests in still other corporations. 


Mr. Aronson married Mildred N. Newman, daughter of Samuel B. and 
Bertha (Livingston) Newman, in Pittsburgh on June 26, 1918. Mrs. Aronson, 
a talented artist well known in Western Pennsylvania, 1s active in the Ama- 
teur Art Society of Pittsburgh. She and the attorney have two sons: Robert 
Stuart Aronson, who married Roseanna S. Resler and is the father of Christine 
Beth and Jane Ellen Aronson, and Dr. Edward N. Aronson, who married 
Janet Blum. Mr. and Mrs. Harvey M. Aronson live at 4143 Bigelow Boulevard. 


Mr. Aronson and his family worship as members of Rodef Shalom Congre- 
gation. Prominent in the affairs of the temple and the entire Jewish community, 
Mr. Aronson 1s a past president of the Rodef Shalom.Men’s Club. In World 
War I, he served in the United States Navy, rising to the noncommissioned 
rank of Chief Petty Officer. His professional afhliations are with the American 
Bar Association, Pennsylvania Bar Association, American Judicature Society 
and the Allegheny County Bar Association. Also, he is a trustee of the Emma 
Farm Association and a member of the council of the Concordia Club. His 
other memberships are in the Hundred Club of Pittsburgh, the Allegheny Civic 
Association and the Pittsburgh Board of Trade. In politics he 1s a Republican. 
Gardening and horticulture are his hobbies. He is one of Pittsburgh and Alle- 
gheny County’s most influential citizens. 


LEONARD AARON MAZER 


A member of one of the oldest and most influential Jewish families in Pitts- 
burgh, Leonard Aaron Mazer has himself made a reputation for leadership in 
many fields. An attorney, he is noted for his work on behalf of veterans—one 
achievement on their behalf was in the insurance field—and for his activities on 
behalf of public welfare in general. 

Born in Pittsburgh on March 11, 1902, Mr. Mazer is the son of Simon and 
Sara Bella (Mednich) Mazer. The Mazer family became one of the pioneer 
Jewish families in the city by settling here in 1864. Simon Mazer, a prominent 
cigar manufacturer and merchant, who for many years was influential in the 
Order of the Macabees, was instrumental, financially and otherwise, in build- 
ing the first synagogue in Pittsburgh—His grandfather, Aaron Mazer, who 
worked on the revision of the Jewish Bible, died at the age of ninety-eight. 
Two uncles of Leonard Mazer were prominent Rabbis, whose photographs 
still hang in the temple here. Mr. Mazer’s sister, Sallie, was the original founder 
of the Young Women’s Hebrew Association, which later merged with the 
national Young Men’s Hebrew Association. She is now head of the the Jewish 
Home for Babies and Children in Pittsburgh. 
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Leonard Mazer attended Moorhead elementary school and Schenley High 
School. In those days he played basketball and baseball. From high school he 
entered Duquesne University and in 1922 took the degree of Bachelor of Laws 
there. He was admitted to the Bar in that same year and has since been engaged 
in the private practice of law. He registered with John D. Brown, Esquire. His 
office is in the Bakewell Building. An elder brother, David Mazer who died 
in 1900 was also a Pittsburgh attorney, and a younger brother, D. Albert 
Mazer, now shares the same office suite and is also the second Assistant District 
Attorney of the County. Since 1924, Mr. Mazer has taken an active part in 
war veterans’ organizations and he was instrumental in the revision of the vet- 
erans’ insurance laws so that greater benefits would accrue to Gls. This resulted 
in his being made an Honorary National Commander of the Eightieth Division 
National Veterans Organization. Outside the law he has been active in business 
and is a former officer of the William Penn Garage Corporation and the Elk- 
horn Land and Improvement Company. 


He married Marcella Braun, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Braun, in 
Pittsburgh on November 6, 1942. His wife is well known in the city and 
county, being a leader in Parent-Teacher Association work and in the Pitts- 
burgh Chapter of the American Cancer Society and chairman of the More- 
wood District Council, Girl Scouts of America. The Mazers have three chil- 
dren—Sarabelle, Elaine W. and David B. Mazer. Their home is at 6041 Bunker- 
hill Road. The entire family worships at Rodef Sholam Temple, in which Mr. 
Mazer, in accordance with family tradition, has long taken a leading part. This 
applies to all Jewish civic activities and to the Masonic order. He is a life mem- 
ber of Islam Grotto and active in other bodies. Another group in which he 
1s well known 1s the 80th Division Veterans of Foreign Wars. He is a Republi- 
can In politics. His hobby is oil painting. The affection of countless thousands 
is Mr. Mazer’s reward for a lifetime of unselfish service. 


MAURICE PARKER 


In the history of the Pittsburgh Police Department the names of a few 
citizens hold a high place. Among them is that of Maurice Parker, the attorney, 
for it is he who has done so much to improve their status as public employees 
and their opportunities for promotion and has thus, directly and indirectly, 
brought about greater efficiency in their work of protecting the public and 
controlling crime. Indeed, Mr. Parker’s career has been of such spectacular 
character that in June, 1953, he was selected by Time Magazine and the Cham- 
ber of Commerce as one of Pittsburgh’s one hundred most promising young 
men. 


Mr. Parker was born in Pittsburgh on October 13, 1916. In 1935, he was 
graduated from the Taylor Allderdice School, where he achieved such fame 
as a basketball, football and tennis player as to be selected by Pittsburgh news- 
papers for the All-City Football and Basketball Teams. In 1939, he took the 
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degree of Bachelor of Arts at Pennsylvania State College and in 1942 that of 
Bachelor of Laws at the University of Pittsburgh Law School. At Penn State, 
he was elected to Phi Sigma Delta, the social fraternity, and The Druids, an 
athletic society, and was named Historian to the Class of 1939. He played 
basketball and football there in 1935 and 1936. At the law school, he was as- 
sociate editor of the University of Pittsburgh Law Review. At any stage of his 
scholastic career he could have been named one of the most promising young 
men. 

From January, 1942, to February, 1946, Mr. Parker served in the United 
States Navy, rising to the rank of Lieutenant Commander. He was on the legal 
staff of the Secretary of the Navy in 1942 and 1943 and on the staff of the 
Commander, South Pacific Fleet, from 1943 to 1945. He was awarded the 
Bronze Star for his service in the South Pacific. On his return home from the 
service, he began his long delayed career in the Bar, to which he had been ad- 
mitted in 1942. He is a member of the law firm of Morris, Boreman, Krause and 
Parker, with offices in the Frick Building. In addition to his individual and 
corporate clients, he has served as general counsel to The Levinson Steel 
Company, Landau Brothers Building Corporation, John W. Brown, Jr., and 
the Iron League of Pittsburgh. 


From 1946 to 1952, he served as counsel to the Fraternal Order of Police 
and in that capacity attempted to improve the standards of Pittsburgh police- 
men, particularly with respect to wages, hours and civil service status. He 1s 
the author of the 1951 Pennsylvania law. This expands and improves the merit 
system affecting the appointment, promotion and efficiency of police officers. 
Under the act, the policies of the Pittsburgh police force were further divorced 
from political interference. 


In addition to his general law practice and his legislative activities, Mr. Parker 
is an officer, director, stockholder and counsel of the following companies: 
Mount Vernon Bridge Co., engaged in the design, erection and fabrication of 
bridges and tunnels and heavy industrial structures, Whitehall Terrace Shop- 
ping Center, Brentwood, which developed and built a $3,000,000 structure 
in Brentwood, the largest shopping center in Western Pennsylvania; Lepar, 
Inc., which after purchasing the Americus Building, Smithfield Street between 
the Boulevard of the Allies and Third Avenue, changed its name to the Pitt 
Building and remodeled it, receiving the Civic Pride Award from the Chamber 
of Commerce as the most improved property contributing to the progress of 
the city; William Delp, Inc., which is engaged in the manufacture, distribution 
and sale of restaurant equipment and supplies; Minute Parking, Inc., which 
owns the franchise for the installation of semi-automatic public parking garages 
and in 1954 was planning the construction of three 500-car garages in Pitts- 
burgh; and The Aiken Corporation, Charles Land and Development Cor- 
poration, Royal Land Corporation and Greater Metropolitan Properties, which 
are engaged in the development of commercial and industrial properties in 


Allegheny County. Further, Mr. Parker is managing partner of a group which 
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purchased the $2,000,000 Old City Hall, Cameo and Fintex Buildings, Smith- 
field Street and Oliver Avenue. These three buildings have been demolished 
preliminary to the construction of a multiple-story combination office building 
and department store. 

Other activities include service since 1948 on the Lawyers’ Committee of 
the United Jewish Fund and membership in the Variety Club, American 
Legion, Allegheny County Bar Association and Westmoreland Country Club. 

He married Hilda B. Parker and is the father of two children. Their home 
is at 5227 Forbes Street. They worship in Rodef Shalom Temple. His selection 
as one of the most promising young men of the city merely substantiated a 
long held community-wide estimate of his value as a citizen. 


RICHARD WILLIAM AHLERS 


For nearly four decades a member of the Bar in Allegheny County, Richard 
William Ahlers enjoys a reputation among his colleagues in the legal pro- 
fession and among the citizenry at large. 

Born in the old Allegheny section of Pittsburgh on September 28, 1891, 
Mr. Ahlers is the son of William Ahlers, also a native of the city and a promi- 
nent lumber dealer, and of Annie (Kopp) Ahlers, whose parents were Jacob 
and Elizabeth (Voegtly) Kopp. After attending the elementary and high 
schools of Pittsburgh, he took both his pre-professional and professional 
courses at the University of Pittsburgh. In 1915, he received the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts and in 1917 that of Bachelor of Laws. At the university he 
was elected to Delta Tau Delta, social fraternity, and Delta Theta Phi, legal 
fraternity. 

Admitted to the Bar in September, 1917, Mr. Ahlers has been in continuous 
general practice since then. His office is at 1310 Commonwealth Building. He 
is amember of the Allegheny County Bar Association and the University Club 
of Pittsburgh and votes the Republican ticket. 

On March 27, 1926, in Pittsburgh, he married Margaret Marshall Hartley, 
daughter of Beecher M. and Laura (Murray) Hartley. They have two sons 
—Richard W. Ahlers, Jr., who married Kathleen Stocking of Coraopolis 
Heights, and Roger Hartley Ahlers, unmarried. The family makes its home 
at 1247 Denniston Avenue and worships in Calvary Episcopal Church, Shady 
Avenue. Pittsburgh has long regarded Richard W illiam Ahlers with respect. 


BENJAMIN WARREN HASELTINE, JR. 


A decorated veteran of World War II, since the end of which he has been 
in legal practice in Pittsburgh, Benjamin Warren Haseltine, Jr., is rapidly 
becoming one of the major citizens of the city and county. He is Assistant 
District Attorney of the county, a leader in educational, political, fraternal 
and civic affairs and is a business man. His law office is at 719 Plaza Building. 

Born in Wilkinsburg on March 10, 1917, he is the son of Benjamin Warren 
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and Lydia (Wentzel) Haseltine, grandson of the Honorable Henry Warren 
Williams, Justice of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, and nephew of 
Walter Williams and Nathan S. Williams, former members of the Bar of 
Allegheny County. His father, a native of Pittsburgh who was with the United 
States Steel Corporation for many years, died on December 25, 1952. The 
mother, also a native of Allegheny County, is the daughter of Washington 
M. and Mary (Menzemer) Wentzel. 

Benjamin W. Haseltine, Jr., received his early education in Allegheny 
County. Graduated from the Swissvale High School in 1935, he then went to 
Lancaster to take his preprofessional work at Franklin and Marshall College, 
where in 1939 he was granted the degree of Bachelor of Arts. Three years later, 
the University of Pittsburgh School of Law awarded him the degree of 
Bachelor of Laws. He was elected to Phi Sigma Kappa and Phi Delta Phi 
Fraternities and the Order of the Coif. The United States was already actively 
involved in World War II when Mr. Haseltine took his law deoree. Fle 
applied for and received a commission in the United States Navy and for the 
next three and one-half years served in various parts of the Pacific, including 
the New Guinea, New Britain and the Philippine campaigns. He was awarded 
the Silver Star Medal and rose to the rank of Lieutenant Senior Grade, which 
rank he retains in the Naval Reserve. 

Upon his release to inactive status Mr. Haseltine returned to his native 
county. Since 1945 he has been in general practice in Pittsburgh. In February, 
1952, he was appointed Assistant District Attorney of Allegheny County. He 
is the proprietor of the Sun Vertikal Blind Company of Western Pennsyl- 
vania and is a director of Associated Salary Evaluators, Inc. Prominent in the 
Republican Party, he was its nominee for the State Legislature from the Tenth 
Legislative District in 1950 and candidate for Judge of the Allegheny County 
Court in 1951. He serves as secretary of the Penn Township Planning Com- 
mission and is a past president of the Pitt Law School Alumni Association and 
the Western Pennsylvania Alumni Association of Franklin and Marshall 
College. 

At his church, St. John’s Lutheran, Mr. Haseltine is a past member of the 
Council. He is a member of various Masonic bodies, including the Pennsylvania 
Consistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, and Syria Temple, Ancient 
Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine; of the American Legion, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Alcoma 
Golf Club. Golf and fishing are his chief recreations. He is unmarried. His 
home is at 173 Crescent Hill Road, Penn Township. He ranks as one of Alle- 
gheny County’s most important sons. 


BERTRAM HENRY KENYON 


A native and lifelong resident of Allegheny County, Bertram Henry Ken- 
yon is today one of its eminent citizens. One of the outstanding attorneys in 
the Allegheny Bar, Mr. Kenyon 1s associated with the law firm of Stone and 
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McCandless, 620 Frick Building. He has served as Solicitor for a borough and 
a school district and also as counsel for financial institutions, as well as for 
various industrial and other corporations and some of the best known citizens 
of the city and county. He has a special reputation, national in scope, for his 
work on behalf of crippled children and adults and on behalf of the public 
welfare in general. 

Mr. Kenyon, a veteran of World War I, comes of antecedents with historic 
military associations. His paternal grandfather, Peter Kenyon, was a member 
of the famed Horse Guard Regiment of Queen Victoria’s in England, while 
his maternal grandfather, Henry Burleycamp, was a soldier in the Union Army 
during the Civil War. Mr. Kenyon was born at Turtle Creek on November 
15, 1897, and is the son of William H. Kenyon, a railroad employee, and 
Flora (Burleycamp) Kenyon. After attending Turtle Creek’s grade and high 
schools, he pursued pre-professional and_ professional studies at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh. He took the degree of Bachelor of Arts in 1925 and that 
of Bachelor of Laws in 1928. Before his higher education days he was in the 
armed forces and had advanced to the Officers’ Training School at Gordon, 
Georgia, when the Armistice that ended the first world conflict was signed. 

Admitted to the Bar of Allegheny County in 1928, Mr. Kenyon spent his 
first two years as a lawyer in the employ of the United States Treasury De- 
partment. He was a member of the legal staff in the Pittsburgh office. Another 
two years, 1930-32, as the associate of J. Weinman Cratty followed. From 1932 
to 1948, he was in practice with George Monro, Jr. Mr. Monro died in 1948 
and for the next five years Mr. Kenyon practiced alone. Since 1953 he has 
been associated with Stone and McCandless. He has served as Solicitor for the 
Borough of Turtle Creek and the Turtle Creek School District. Among his 
corporate clients have been the Turtle Creek Bank and Trust Company and 
the Fourteenth Street Bank, now both branches of The Mellon Bank. 

He and Elsie Heberling were united in marriage on February 15, 1932. On 
August 7, 1934, a son, William Edward, was born to them. The family, which 
lives at Turtle Creek, worships in the Turtle Creek Lutheran Church. 

In his community work Mr. Kenyon has risen to leadership in various fields 
of interest. A past president of the Rotary Club of Turtle Creek, he has served 
as District Governor of Rotary International. He is currently serving on the 
Selective Service Board and is president of the board of trustees of the Old 
Peoples’ Home of the Lutheran Church. It is in the field of the physically 
handicapped, however, that he is best known outside the Bar. In July, 1953, he 
retired as president of the Allegheny County Society for the Crippled to as- 
sume the office of president of the Pennsylvania Society for Crippled Children 
and Adults. Also, he is on the boards of trustees of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Fund of the Tall Cedars of Lebanon of Pennsylvania and the National Society 
for Crippled Children and Adults. A Republican, his fraternities are Phi Delta 
Theta, Omicron Delta Kappa and Phi Delta Phi. In Masonry, he belongs to 
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the Blue Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons; the Pennsylvania Con- 
sistory, Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Tancred Commandery, Knights 
Templar, and Syria Temple, Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic 


Shrine. He is truly an outstanding contemporary in his native county. 


JAMES ALONZO JORDON 


Some measure of the caliber of James Alonzo Jordon and his place in a his- 
tory of Allegheny County may be obtained from the fact that he is one of the 
one hundred men between the ages of 21 and 39 who were selected by the 
Chamber of Commerce and Time Magazine as the “future leaders” of Pitts- 
burgh. Mr. Jordon is not only the founder and operator of a successful, pro- 
gressive business but he is already a leader in major civic programs. He has 
won an outstanding position in the religious world, in activities aimed at 1m- 
proving race relations and economic, cultural and social conditions among the 
less privileged and in work on behalf of youth. His business is the Jordon 
Supply Company. 

His parents established themselves in Pittsburgh many years ago. His father, 
James Alonzo Jordon, Sr., a native of Pittsburgh, 1s a partner in the interior 
decorating firm of Carter and Jordon. His mother, who was born Adelaide 
Graves in Nashville, Tennessee, died here in August, 1948. The younger Mr. 
Jordon attended Pittsburgh’s grade and high schools. He spent his freshman 
year at Lincoln University, his sophomore year at Pennsylvania State College 
and completed his education at the University of Pittsburgh, where he majored 
in business administration, with emphasis on general retailing, and where he 
also studied law for one year. He holds the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and 
Master of Arts from the university. In 1953, he was planning to re-enter its 
halls to complete his law studies and receive the Bachelor of Laws degree. 
In September this year he also plans to enter the Art Institute under a course of 
Interior Decorating. 

From 1948 to 1950 Mr. Jordon served as business manager of Carter and 
Jordon. This business is operated by his father and uncle, Joseph Carter. In 
1950, the Jordon Supply Company was launched. It is a wholesale and retail 
wall paper, paint and janitor supply house, growing very rapidly under its 
founder’s able management. In addition to the major merchandise in its stocks, 
it has expanded to include furniture, rugs and other decorating items, thus 
reflecting the owner’s earlier experience. 

Mr. Jordon’s wife shares his intense interest in community and social im- 
provement, and she is well known throughout the city and county. She 1s 
the former Marion Bond, a native of New York State. They were married 
in Pittsburgh on September 10, 1949. Mrs. Jordon, active in many social and 
civic programs, is executive secretary and a director of the Pittsburgh Chapter, 
National Association for the Advancement of the Colored People; secretary 
of the Allegheny County Commission on Civil Rights; and a member of the 
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education committee of the Irene Kaufmann Settlement and the board of the 
Central Branch of the Pittsburgh Young Women’s Christian Association. Mr. 
Jordon, who worships in the Baptist Church and Mrs. Jordon who attends the 
Christian Science Church, reside at 3207 Iowa Street. The hobby of both 1s 
Civic activities. 

Mr. Jordon’s civilian career was preceded by a three-year military career 
in World War II. He entered the service in May, 1943, and in his first year was 
an instructor in the Corps of Engineers, United States Army. Then he trans- 
ferred to the 555th Airborne Infantry and as a paratrooper made thirty jumps. 
He was separated from the service on January 2, 1946, and on his return home 
resumed his education. 

The activities which led up to his selection as a “future leader” of the city 
have been varied and important. He is a founder and former president of the 
Greater Pittsburgh Improvement League, serves on the Civic Affairs Council 
of the Pittsburgh Junior Chamber of Commerce and on the Branch Council 
and General Assembly of the Pittsburgh Young Men’s Christian Association. 
In addition, he is on the boards of the Pittsburgh Urban League, the National 
Association for the Advancement of the Colored People and the Irene Kauf- 
mann Settlement. He 1s active in the Pittsburgh Business and Professional 
Men’s Association and in Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, of which he is past 
president. 

He represented the University of Pittsburgh and the Middle Atlantic Region 
at the second World Conference of Christian Youth in Oslo, Norway, and 
was World Student fund campaign chairman in the Middle Atlantic Region. 
He also served on the national board of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion student body. There is no doubt that eventually his influence on the 
growth and well-being of Pittsburgh will even be greater than it is today. 


ROBERT STERRETT CHESS, JR. 


As the day with the morning of hope and promise and its noontide of ac- 
tivity, so was the life of Robert Sterrett Chess, Jr. who died on June 3rd, 1954, 
at the age of forty-four years, and at the height of his mental and physical 
capabilities. The second generation of his family to practice law in Allegheny 
County, Robert Sterrett Chess, Jr., rose to a position of importance and in- 
fluence in Western Pennsylvania. A specialist in realty and municipal law, 
he was solicitor for four Municipalities in the county. 

Born in Pittsburgh on April 18, 1910, Mr. Chess was the son of Robert 
Sterrett and Mary M. (Biggert) Chess. His father, the first of the family to 
practice law, was also a specialist in real estate and municipality law. He died 
in September, 1939. He was the son of Moses and Amanda (Sterrett) Chess, 
both well-known families. Mary Biggert Chess, born in Allegheny County, 
was the daughter of Florence and Lavinia (Patterson) Biggert. 

After completing the eighth grade, Robert S. Chess, Jr., entered Crafton 
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High School. From there he went to Lehigh University at Bethlehem, where 
he was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Science in Business Administration. 
To prepare for the Bar he studied at the University of Pittsburgh School of 
Law, taking the degree of Bachelor of Laws in 1934. Admitted to the Alle- 
gheny County Bar in 1934, Mr. Chess began practice in the law office of his 
father and A. W. Forsyth. In 1936, he was admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. Upon the death of Mr. Forsyth in 1950, Ferd 
H. Phillips entered the professional association. Upon the death in 1939 of 
the elder Mr. Chess, the son and Mr. Phillips practiced together until the 
latter’s death in 1951. Since then, until his death, Mr. Chess was in independent 
practice. He had a large clientele of individuals and corporations and his work 
as Solicitor for Crafton, Green Tree, Thornburg and Rosslyn Farms Boroughs 
and for the school districts of Thornburg and Green Tree added to his reputa- 
tion in his specialty. His office was at 1011 Berger Building. 

Mr. Chess and Miss Aulma E. Blessing were married on October 21, 1938. 
Mrs. Chess is the daughter of Dr. F. C. and Eleanor A. (Kerr) Blessing. Dr. 
Blessing was a prominent physician who was also a leading figure in Republi- 
can politics. In 1942, Mr. and Mrs. Chess became the parents of a daughter, 
Mary Eleanor Chess. 

Mr. Chess was Republican committeeman of the Third district of Crafton 
and member of the Allegheny County Republican Executive Committee. He 
was a member of the Hawthorne Avenue Presbyterian Church of Crafton and 
superintendent of its Sunday School. He was Solicitor for The Crafton, Ingram 
Building and Loan Association and served for many years on the Board of the 
Crafton Public Library. He was a member of Crafton Lodge No. 653, 
F.&A.M., Crafton Rotary, Crafton Craft Club, Crafton-Ingram Sportsmen 
Ass’n., and Chi Psi Fraternity. 

The life of Robert S. Chess, Jr., was actuated by high and honorable princi- 
ples and the worth of his character as well as his professional skill and ability 
gained him a high place in public regard. 


CHARLES NICOLO CAPUTO 


An attorney and city official of Pittsburgh, Charles Nicolo Caputo has a 
reputation among Italian-Americans which spreads into all corners of the 
United States. He has done much to forward naturalization processes for 
the foreign-born who for one reason or another have emigrated to the United 
States and 1s an expert on naturalization legislation. One of the City of Pitts- 
burgh’s Assistant City Solicitors, he zealously discharges the duties of his public 
office while also conducting a large private law practice, with headquarters at 
705 Plaza Building. 

Born in Pittsburgh on March 21, 1912, Mr. Caputo 1s the son of Charles 
Onofrio and Frances Christine (Caputo) Caputo. His father, a native of Italy, 
came to the United States at an early age and at the first opportunity allowed 
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by law became a naturalized citizen. A talented musician, he frequently served 
as guest conductor of opera orchestras in many parts of the nation. He operated 
a music store in Pittsburgh and organized, trained and directed a band of fellow 
musicians. For fifteen years he was musical instrument buyer for Kaufmann’s 
Department Store. He died in 1937. 


Charles Nicolo Caputo attended Pittsburgh’s grade and high schools. In 
1946, he took the degree of Bachelor of Laws at the Duquesne University 
School of Law. He had worked throughout his high school years to earn and 
save enough money for his pre-law and law education. After taking his degree, 
he worked for two more years as “a sort of legal trouble-shooter” for the 
Brookline Savings and Trust Company. In 1948, he resigned to launch himself 
on a private law practice. He became Assistant City Solicitor in 1952 and rep- 
resents the City’s legal department at the State Legislature. In 1953, he was 
appointed to a statewide committee on investigations and naturalization legis- 
lation. 


On April 10, 1943, Mr. Caputo married Anna Churba. They have two 
sons—Charles Onofrio Caputo, IH, born in 1945, and Louis E. Caputo, born in 
1949. Their home is at 1502 Beechview Avenue and they worship 1 in St. Cath- 
erine’s Roman Catholic Church, in which Mr. Caputo i is a member of the 
various societies and is prominent in lay activities. He is president of the 
Brookline Lodge, Order of Italian Sons and Daughters of America. He 1s also 
the ranking officer of the Allegheny County organization of Sons of Italy in 
America and Grand Trustee (since 1953) of its state organization. He 1s also 
active in the Beechview Lodge, Loyal Order of Moose and the Beechview 
Board of Trade as well as the Lions Club of Beechview. His fraternity is Alpha 
Phi Delta. In politics he is a Democrat. Fraternal work is his hobby. A citizen 
of widespread popularity, he is playing an important role in the contemporary 
growth of his native city and county. 


JOHN HENRY SORG 


Following service with the United States Army Air Service in World War 
I, when he achieved the rank of First Sergeant, John Henry Sorg prepared 
himself for the legal profession and for more than three decades has been con- 
ducting a general practice in Pittsburgh. In addition to looking after the court- 
room and other legal needs of a large individual and corporate clientele, he 
serves on the directorates of four business concerns and takes an active role 
in the civic life of the city and county. 


The son of Herman Sorg, who owned and operated a chain of cigar stores 
in the city and spent many years as a hotel manager, Mr. Sorg is also the stepson 
of the late Edwin Ruud, the inventor who manufactured the celebrated Ruud 
water heater, long one of Pittsburgh’s eminent citizens. The mother, who was 
the former Minna Kaufmann, died in 1952 of a heart attack while on a visit 
in Norway. She had gone there to witness the concert debut of a protege of 
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hers, a young girl whom she had helped to a singing career. She was married 
to Edwin Ruud after her first husband, Herman Sorg, died many years ago. 


John Henry Sorg, born in Pittsburgh on July 24, 1894, received his grade 
school education in Pittsburgh. Subsequently, he spent four years at the Bor- 
dentown Military Institute, Bordentown, New Jersey, and six years at the 
University of Pittsburgh. After his World War I service he studied law at the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law. He holds the degree of Bachelor of 
Science in Business Administration and also that of Bachelor of Laws. He re- 
ceived the latter degree in 1921. Admitted to the Bar in Allegheny County 
that year, he first began practice in the law office of Dalzell, Fisher and Dalzell. 
But he left this firm in 1926 to establish himself in an independent practice. 
He has specialized in corporation and estate law. His directorates are in the 
Fort Pitt Bridge Works, Ruud Manufacturing Company, The Electric Weld- 
ing Company and The Steel Processing Company. His office 1s at 3219 Grant 
Building. 

On January 2, 1923, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Sorg married Mary Harlan McCune. 
They worship in the Lutheran Church. Mr. Sorg finds recreation as a spectator 
at most sports events. He is active in the Allegheny County Bar Association, 
American Bar Association, American Legion and the Duquesne, University 
and Long Vue Country Clubs. Both he and his wife are popular figures in 
the social and civic life of the city. 


WARREN EDGAR GOTTSCHALK 


The vocation of Warren Edgar Gottschalk, commercial photography, has 
led him into a manufacturing field of a most specialized type and into the op- 
eration of a concern which bears his first name—The Warren Corporation. 
This firm produces special film photographic processing machines, photo- 
graphic record devices, x-ray equipment and numerous other related types of 
devices. The use of his products contributes to the development of a variety 
of major fields of interest, including the nation’s work on atomic energy plants 
and its program of strengthening national defense forces, the sciences and 
other spheres of study and research. At one time he had a reputation as a radio 
and concert singer. 

Mr. Gottschalk’s birth occurred in Pittsburgh on April 21, 1918. His parents 
are Edgar Carl and Marcella Burke (Schaper) Gottschalk. The father, a 
vaudeville performer in his younger days and later a pianist and music teacher, 
is now employed in his son’s plant. Warren E. Gottschalk attended Pittsburgh’s 
elementary and high schools and then, awarded a scholarship, spent three years 
studying physics and engineering at the University of Pittsburgh. He did not 
graduate. Through his high school and college days Mr. Gottschalk worked 
as a commercial photographer and after leaving the university continued at this 
trade. In 1942 he went to New Jersey to enter the employ of the Curtiss- 
Wright Corporation, where he remained until 1946. At that time he returned 
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to Pittsburgh and, with Robert M. Lacock, organized The Warren Corpora- 


tion, the story of which appears on other pages. The plant 1 is at 2901 Brighton 
Road. 


On November 26, 1942, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Gottschalk married Marjorie 
Jean Harper, who had been a photographer’s model. Today she devotes her- 
self to her home, husband and children. The children are Kurt Warren Gotts- 
chalk, born on April 5, 1950, and Leslie Jean Gottschalk, born on August 25, 
1952. His family shares with Mr. Gottschalk his love for music. As a boy he 
sang in school quartettes. Later he sang on radio and at chautauqua meetings 
and theaters in Western Pennsylvania. He is a member of the Commercial 
Photographers Guild, the North Side Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce, the 
Lions Club of Pittsburgh and the Masonic fraternity. He has won an honored 
place in the community. 


THE WARREN CORPORATION 


The specialized field in which The Warren Corporation operates has en- 
abled it to participate in such vital programs as medical research, experiments 
with atomic energy plants, the advancement of photography and x-ray and 
others of equal importance. It was founded in 1947, in Pittsburgh, by two 
young men—Warren Edgar Gottschalk, now president, and Robert M. La- 
cock, now vice president. 


Under their leadership, the company, whose plant is located at 2901 Brighton 
Road, has had a remarkably fast growth. Its customers are not only individuals 
and private corporations, but educational, research and medical institutions 
and city, state, county and Federal governments. It produces specialized 
equipment in whose design Mr. Gottschalk and Mr. Lacock participate. 


The products designed and manufactured by The Warren Corporation 
include x-ray developing equipment, clinical tables and cabinets, autopsy 
tables, special plating tanks; equipment for the study of animals, such as 
monkeys and rats, for the prevention and cure of human diseases, concergienic 
dust chamber equipment; tables for research operating and performing au- 
topsies on animals, x-ray benches and tables; photographic dark room tem- 
perature control equipment; felt impregnating machine used to filter dust and 
other foreign particles through masks, special high speed film developing 
equipment, photographic record devices used in coal mines to tabulate weights 
and measurements of mined coal, x-ray equipment for atomic energy plants 
and specialized laboratory furniture. It has filled various contracts for the 
armed forces, among them one for the Air Materiel Command calling for the 
design and manufacture of special film photographic processing machines. 
These machines, built almost entirely of stainless steel, are fully automatic. 
They process film at high speeds, enabling the photographs to be used a short 


time after being taken. 
The company, which employs thirty-seven men and women, belongs to the 
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North Side Chamber of Commerce and the Commercial Photographers Guild. 
The company has achieved enormous prestige among the industrial, scientific 
and governmental clientele to which it caters and its two founders occupy a 
position of leadership in their industry. A review of Mr. Gottschalk’s life ap- 
pears in another section of this history. 


MILNOR ROBERTS 


Two big names in the world of advertising are that of the Sykes Advertising, 
Inc., 617 William Penn Place, and that of its president, Milnor Roberts. Many 
“campaigns,” industrial and commercial, have been put over by this concern 
and its guiding head. One big campaign of another character which Mr. Rob- 
erts led successfully in Allegheny County in 1952 was the public relations 
job for the Dwight D. Eisenhower forces in Allegheny County. He is one of 
the leading Republicans in the county and is also associated with movements 
for the general welfare. He is a much decorated veteran of World War II, hav- 
ing been honored by two foreign nations as well as the United States. 


Milnor Roberts was born in Pittsburgh on September 16, 1918. His par- 
ents are James Milnor and Elizabeth (Bennett) Roberts. The father, a civil 
engineer, is the grandson of W. Milnor Roberts, a world-famed engineer who 
built the first railroad in Brazil and numerous other projects in other lands. 
It was he who finished the Fads Bridge in St. Louis after Mr. Eads died. 
Milnor Roberts was educated in the Sewickley elementary and Ben Avon high 
schools and at Lehigh University. His first experience was with a tool manu- 
facturer but this came to an end with his entry into the armed forces. 


Mr. Roberts was in the United States Army for four years and today retains 
his rank of Major in the active Reserve, being a Staff Officer. For a short time 
he was a Captain in the Glider Infantry and was aide-de-camp to Lieutenant 
General Leonard W. Gerow. He received a battlefield promotion from Cap- 
tain to Major. He took part in the Normandy assault of June 6, 1944, and 
the liberation of Paris later that year. For participation in the liberation of 
Western Czechoslovakia, he received the Czechoslovak Military Cross of 1939. 
The French Government decorated him with the Croix de Guerre with Silver 
Star, and the Citizens of Pilsen, Bohemia, awarded him a citation for the part he 
played in the liberation of that community. He also holds the Bronze Star and 
Bronze Arrowhead for amphibious assaults and the many other regular serv- 
ice ribbons. 

Upon his release to inactive status in 1946, Mr. Roberts became associated 
with the Sykes Advertising Agency, then owned by the man who was to be- 
come his father-in-law. He was placed in charge of new accounts. The follow- 
ing year he was elected treasurer of the company and in 1950 succeeded Mr. 
Sykes as president. The firm, founded in 1933, has become one of the best 
known in its field and includes among its clientele some of the largest com- 
mercial and industrial organizations in Western Pennsylvania. Under Mr. Rob- 
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erts’ leadership, it has achieved even greater progress. Mr. Roberts is also 
vice president of Heat Pumps, Inc., Pittsburgh. 


He married Virginia Lee Sykes on March 15, 1947. Three children were 
born to them—Arthur C. Roberts, who died in 1950 at the age of nineteen 
months; James Milnor Roberts, II, born in 1950, and Mary Lee Roberts, born 
in 1953. The family is Protestant. 


In his civic and political work Mr. Roberts was not only public relations 
director for the Eisenhower campaign in Allegheny County in 1952 but has 
continued as public relations director for the Young Republican Clubs of Alle- 
gheny County and for the Young Republican Clubs of Pennsylvania. He is also 
president of the Young Republicans of Allegheny County. In addition, he 1s 
public relations director for the Suburban General Hospital (Mrs. Roberts was 
the founder and first president of the Junior Women’s Auxiliary of this hos- 
pital) and is on the board of trustees of the Pittsburgh Branch, Volunteers of 
America. He isa member of Milnor Lodge, No. 287, Ancient Free and Accept- 
ed Masons, the Field Club and Sigma Chi Fraternity. Golf is his favorite sport. 
His hobby is reading foreign news for better understanding of world affairs. 
Evidence of his standing in the community was his election in June, 1953, by 
Time Magazine and the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce as one of the one 
hundred future leaders of Pittsburgh. 


JAMES OWEN DOUGAN, JR. 


Because of the great industrialization of Pittsburgh, it shares, with other 
major cities, problems not only of employment and social and economic ad- 
justment but those arising out of the presence of numerous minority groups. 
One of the younger group of Western Pennsylvanians who have dealt with 
all these problems at the highest level and contributed to programs seeking 
their solution is James Owen Dougan, Jr. Mr. Dougan has made his contribu- 
tion both as manager of minority group services in the Pittsburgh District of 
the Pennsylvania State Employment Service and as a citizen serving in leader- 
ship capacities in a variety of organizations dedicated to harmony among 
racial groups, fair employment practices and related improvements in the 
realm of political economy and sociology. 

Mr. Dougan has made his rise out of a background which perhaps placed 
him among those whose problems are now receiving his special attention. He 
was born in Pittsburgh on May 25, 1914, and is the son of James Owen and 
Carrie Belle (Simmons) Dougan. His father, who was a clerk in the Pittsburgh 
Post Office for twenty-five years, died in 1936; his mother died in 1952. The 
younger Mr. Dougan was educated in Pittsburgh’s elementary and high schools 
and at the University of Pittsburgh, where he took the degree of Bachelor 
of Science in 1936. For a year he also worked as a post office clerk. Then, in 
1938, he became an interviewer for the Pennsylvania State Employment Serv- 
ice in Pittsburgh. Later he was made a supervisor. In 1950, he was promoted 
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to manager of minority group services in the four-county Pittsburgh District. 
This comprises Allegheny, Butler, Beaver and Lawrence Counties, in which 
he administers ten offices. He is also secretary of the Mutual Real Estate In- 
vestment Company of Pittsburgh. 

On July 9, 1938, in Pittsburgh, Mr. Dougan married Helen S. Sharpe. Mrs. 
Dougan is active in Parent-Teacher Associations and religious projects. The 
Dougans have two daughters—Lois Jeanne, born on August 24, 1939, and 
Anita Claire, born on November 2, 1940. They are Episcopalians. Mr. Dougan . 
serves on the vestry of the family church. In 1945 he was awarded the Grand 
Cross of the Order of Antioch for conspicious Christian service. 


He is also vice president of the Urban League of Pittsburgh, a member of 
the Mayor’s Civic Unity Council, a former member of the board of directors 
of the Pittsburgh Chapter, National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, and serves on the management committees of the Centre 
Avenue Young Men’s Christian Association and the YMCA’s Camp Kon- 
Okee. In December 1950, Mr. Dougan was invited to and participated in the 
President’s White House Conference on Children and Youth. He was recently 
appointed by the Mayor of Pittsburgh as the Negro member of the fair 
employment practices Commission. Golf is his favorite sport, civic serv- 
ice his hobby. The fact that he is one of the one hundred persons chosen by 
the Chamber of Commerce and Time Magazine as “future leaders” of Pitts- 
burgh speaks for the position he has achieved in his native community. 
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